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National BLM/DOI:  
 
Solar Energy Zones Temporarily Segregated Under Interim Rule 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) announced today that the Federal Register will publish 
tomorrow a Notice of Segregation of Public Lands for approximately 677,000 acres in six 
Western states. With this notice, 24 tracts of BLM-administered land located in Arizona, 
California, Colorado, Nevada, New Mexico, and Utah will be temporarily segregated from the 
location of mining claims or other land appropriations for a two-year period. This Notice of 
Segregation is made in accordance with an April 2011 Interim Temporary Final Rule designed to 
facilitate renewable energy development on public lands by temporarily closing them to the 
location of mining claims. The segregation applies to the filing of new mining claims and does 
not affect valid existing rights. 

In June 2009, as part of the draft Solar Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS), 
these 24 tracts, then called Solar Energy Study Areas, were segregated from surface entry and 
mining for a two-year period in order to evaluate their environmental and resource suitability for 
utility-scale solar energy development; this temporary two-year segregation expires on June 29, 
2011. To allow for continued analysis of these lands, the BLM published a notice in the Federal 
Register proposing a five-year withdrawal on April 21, 2011. 

The proposed five-year withdrawal requires preparation of an Environmental Assessment 
through an open, public process that includes a public comment period. Temporarily segregating 
the SEZs for a two-year period under the interim rule published in April 2011 ensures the 
segregation of these lands does not lapse and will give the BLM time to complete its 
environmental review and make a determination on future solar energy development in the SEZs. 

Taking the time to fully evaluate these lands for their large-scale solar potential will identify 
those that are most appropriate for solar development and that have limited conflicts with 
wildlife or other resources and land uses. Through coordinated environmental studies and 
responsible landscape-scale planning decisions, the BLM is facilitating accelerated solar energy 
production that will help build a clean energy economy for America. 

BLM Announces Wild Horse and Burro Gather Schedule for Summer 2011 

The Bureau of Land Management announced today its tentative summer schedule for gathering 
wild horses and burros from overpopulated herds on Western public rangelands.  The gathers are 
needed to bring herd sizes into balance with other rangeland resources and uses, as required by 
Federal law and approved land-use plans. 



“With the new gather season starting in July, we must carry out these gathers in a fully 
transparent manner,” said BLM Director Bob Abbey.  “That includes taking full ownership of 
what we do and by sharing both the positive and negative news with our various publics, 
whatever criticism may come our way.”  

Abbey added, “Our work on a forthcoming new strategy for managing wild horses and burros is 
part of our commitment to a „new normal‟ of doing business.  Among other things, the strategy 
calls for greater reliance on population-suppression techniques, including increased application 
of the fertility-control vaccine known as PZP.” 

The goal will be to treat more than 1,200 mares per year (over the current level of about 900 in 
FY 2011) through implementation of “catch, treat, and release” gathers.  These gathers will be 
principally aimed at applying the fertility-control vaccine porcine zona pellucida (PZP) to 
mares.  In some herds, the BLM will adjust sex ratios in favor of males to reduce the number of 
on-the-range pregnancies or potentially manage non-reproducing herds (such as geldings) in 
some Herd Management Areas. 

The public and media are invited to observe the gathers.  Observation points will be determined 
by the BLM in a manner that recognizes the need for good viewing sites, along with the need to 
ensure viewer and animal safety. 

2011 Fee-Free Days Set for BLM-Administered Public Lands 

The BLM, in conjunction with other agencies within the Department of the Interior, will waive 
recreation-related fees for visitors to the National System of Public Lands on the first day of 
summer, June 21; National Public Lands Day, which is scheduled for September 24; and the 
Veterans Day holiday weekend, November 11-13. These fee-free days also apply to areas 
managed within the BLM‟s National Landscape Conservation System (NLCS). 

 
Nevada State Office BLM: 

The availability of the Clark, Lincoln and White Pine Counties Groundwater Development and 
Utility Right-of-Way Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) was announced in the 
June 10, 2011 Federal Register. The Bureau of Land Management's (BLM) action is to either 
grant or deny the request for rights-of-way across public land. The draft document analyzes a 
Southern Nevada Water Authority proposal for a system of regional water facilities and pipelines 
to transport water to the Las Vegas Valley. The BLM is seeking public comments on the draft 
EIS and will hold public meetings in Nevada and Utah during a 90-day comment period which 
ends September 8, 2011.  
 
The project, as proposed by the Southern Nevada Water Authority, would provide for the 
development of the first phase (main conveyance pipeline and associated facilities) of a multi-



year project which would eventually deliver groundwater from the Spring, Snake, Cave, Dry 
Lake, and Delamar hydrographic basins to the Las Vegas area. Although water rights, pumping 
rates, volume of water proposed for transport to the Las Vegas Valley, and the point of use of 
water proposed for transport across public land is outside the jurisdiction of the BLM, these 
issues are included in the EIS. Water rights and pumping rates are under the purview of the 
Nevada State Engineer. Water distribution and use associated with the importation of water in 
the Las Vegas Valley are addressed by local and regional planning agencies in accordance with 
Nevada Revised Statutes.  
 
The draft EIS addresses the construction and operation of a system of regional water facilities 
which include 306 miles of a buried water pipeline; 323 miles of 230 kilovolt (kV), 69 kV and 
25 kV overhead power lines; seven electrical substations; three pressure reducing facilities; five 
pumping stations; six regulating tanks; a 40 million-gallon-per-day buried storage reservoir; and 
a 165 million-gallon-per-day water treatment facility.  
 
Whenever possible, the proposed project facilities would be constructed within utility corridors 
established by the Lincoln County Conservation, Recreation and Development Act of 2004 and 
the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act of 1998. An approved right-of-way is 
contingent on compliance with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act. 
Establishment of the utility corridors has no bearing on water rights. 

Water rights applications in Snake, Spring, Cave, Dry Lake, and Delamar valleys are pending 
with the Nevada State Engineer. The Nevada State Engineer is solely responsible for the 
adjudication and permitting process to allow the development of those waters. This EIS does not 
address the permitting or authorization of water rights.  
 
Meeting dates, times and locations will be announced at least 15 days in advance. Copies of the 
document are available from the BLM Nevada State Office, 775-861-6681 or 
nvgwprojects@blm.gov. An electronic version of the document is available at 
www.blm.gov/5w5c.  
 
Comments on the draft EIS may be mailed: Penny Woods, BLM Project Manager, P.O. Box 
12000, Reno, NV 89520, faxed: 775-861-6689, or emailed: nvgwprojects@blm.gov.  

 
Southern Nevada District Office (SNDO): 

Law Enforcement: 

Desert Clean-Up Crew Sets Record  
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Oh what a difference a few months makes!  That is if you get to enjoy the hard-won efforts of the 
Southern Nevada District Office Desert Cleanup Program.  The team had its most productive 
quarter ever by removing 2,227.5 cubic yards of garbage and debris on public lands.  One 
cleanup alone saw the removal of 1,097 cubic yards.  Clean-ups were held in the Las Vegas 
Valley, Gold Butte and Pahrump.  In addition, almost 130 signs were posted or replaced and 220 
feet of concrete barriers were installed to deter dumping. 

BLM Teaches Students Importance of Conservation With Hector’s Helpers Program 

The BLM Southern Nevada District, in partnership with the University of Nevada Las Vegas‟ 

Public Lands Institute (PLI), is making strides with the Hector’s Helpers program in schools 
throughout the Valley. PLI works with students, in and outside the classroom, to provide 
opportunities to learn about desert conservation. Students learn how to protect public lands, in 
southern Nevada, through anti-litter and desert dumping initiatives. While at the cleanup sites, 
students see first-hand the effects of littering and dessert dumping on the landscape and wildlife. 
During cleanup events, the students learn how to conserve the environment and gain a greater 
appreciation for it. 

In the classroom, students learn about environmental issues including: littering, desert dumping, 
environmental ethics, public lands, and climate change during a 14-week-enrichment program. 
Each class will create a project designed to prevent or increase awareness of the litter and desert 
dumping issue in Southern Nevada. Currently, the Hector‟s Helpers Program is working with 
Bailey Middle School, Roy Martin Middle School, and East & West Career Technical 
Academies.  
 

SNPLMA Division: 

Division of Fire and Aviation: 

On Saturday, May 14, 2011 the BLM, Bureau of Reclamation, National Park Service, Nevada 
Division of Forestry, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and U.S. Forest Service implemented 
Southern Nevada fire restrictions due to the increased potential for wildland fires.    

The fire restrictions prohibit: 

 building, maintaining, attending or using a fire, campfire, or stove fire, except a portable 
stove using gas, jellied petroleum or pressurized liquid fuel;  

 smoking, except within an enclosed vehicle;  
 welding, or operating an acetylene torch with open flames, except by permit;  
 using, or causing to be used, any explosive, except by permit;  
 using fireworks or firing a tracer  
 operating an off road vehicle without a spark arrestor 

The only exceptions to the restrictions are open campfires in developed recreation sites (such as 
a campground where a host is present or fee is charged); private property owners using an 



approved cooking or heating device in Mt. Charleston area; people with a permit specifically 
authorizing an otherwise prohibited act; and/or any federal, state, or local officer or member of 
an organized rescue or firefighting force in the performance of an official duty.  

Lake Mead National Recreation Area will allow wood or charcoal fires in grills of developed 
picnic areas; campfires with wood or charcoal burning devises on the shoreline where natural 
vegetation is at least 100 feet from the shoreline; barbecue grills on private boats outside the 
harbors of Lake Mead and Lake Mohave; rental boats are authorized to use barbecues attached to 
vessel if allowed under rental boat agreement; all vessel barbecue fires must be at least 100 feet 
away from shoreline vegetation. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service will only allow campfires in the fire rings at the Desert Pass 
Campground on the Desert National Wildlife Refuge. Additionally, visitors to the Pahranagat 
National Wildlife Refuge may use fire for cooking in the grills at the day use area. 

BLM is prohibiting the use of steel jacket ammunition. This form of ammunition is a known fire 
starter. The jacket of steel core ammunition is coated with copper and will spark on rocks which 
cause vegetation to ignite. The BLM is also prohibiting campfires and/or charcoal barbecues in 
the Red Rock Hosted Campground and any established picnic areas.  

 Violations can result in a fine of up to $10,000 and a year in jail as well as the costs associated 
with resource damage, suppression costs, and injuries if found guilty.” 

Southern Nevada Safety Week Success 

Southern Nevada District Office hosted its first annual safety week. Employees were offered 15 
class choices that varied from First Aid/CPR to mine safety awareness and more than 675 hours 
of safety training were completed.  Special thanks to Hal Winlow and Mark DeCaria for 
coordinating the effort. 

Field Offices:  

Las Vegas Field Office:  

Field Office Seeks Public Comment on Wilderness Plan 
The Las Vegas Field Office is currently soliciting public input for preparation of a 
Wilderness Management Plan for two existing units, the Lime Canyon and Jumbo Springs 
Wilderness areas.  The Wilderness Management Plan will provide management guidance to 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) in decisions affecting these wilderness areas.  
Elements of this proposed action that would be aimed at fulfilling the purposes of the 
Wilderness Act of 1964 and the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 could 
include:  treatments to control weeds and invasive plants; restoration of ground disturbances 
to natural conditions; and establishment of formal trailhead and vehicle staging areas at or 
near wilderness boundaries, with interpretation and education opportunities at Lime Canyon 
and locations along the Gold Butte Backcountry Byway.  Some of these proposed actions 
would take place on BLM land outside but adjacent to wilderness.  Other actions may be 
identified in the public scoping. 



 
 
Four public scoping meetings will be held.  The purpose of these meetings is for the public to 
provide input to the BLM regarding issues and management of the Lime Canyon Wilderness 
and the Jumbo Springs Wilderness.  All who are interested in participating are encouraged to 
attend.  The first 30 minutes of each meeting will involve an overview presentation of the 
wilderness areas.  The next hour will be available for public discussion and comments 
regarding management and planning options. 
 
Those who are unable to attend the public scoping meetings may also send comments.  
Public comments will be accepted for 60 days from the date stamped on the front of this 
letter.  Comments should be addressed to Mark Tanaka-Sanders, Wilderness Planner, at 
lvwilderness@nv.blm.gov or to the letterhead address.  The Wilderness Management Plan 
incorporating this input will be accompanied by an Environmental Assessment, which will 
have a further public review and comment period.  The development of the Wilderness 
Management Plan and Environmental Assessment is expected to take about one year, with 
implementation of proposed actions beginning after a decision record is signed.To be 
included in future notices of wilderness issues and planning, please send your email address 
to lvwilderness@nv.blm.gov for inclusion on the mailing list. 
 

Travel Management Plan 

The Las Vegas Field Office is developing a travel and recreation implementation plan, consisting 
of Recreation Area Management Plans (RAMPs) and Comprehensive Transportation and Travel 
Management plans (CTTM) to identify the actions that are necessary to manage a variety of 
recreational activities and implement recreation programs throughout the Las Vegas Field Office. 
The plans will also address transportation and travel issues, including motorized recreation and 
actions related to route evaluation, permits and use restrictions, fees, and facilities and services in 
the planning area. The planning area is located in Clark County, Nevada and encompasses 
approximately  
3.4 million acres of public land. Along with the travel and recreation implementation plan, an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will be developed to understand the effects of land 
management actions on public land users and natural resources. 

 A RAMP is a document that identifies goals and actions for recreation in a specific area. While 
the Las Vegas Resource Management Plan provides the overall guidance for recreation, the 
RAMPs will identify the actions that are necessary to manage a variety of recreational activities 
and implement recreation programs for each recreation area. CTTM addresses transportation and 
travel management.  

The travel and recreation implementation plan process will identify specific recreation actions 
and decisions, including:  

 Route evaluation for individual motorized and non-motorized routes in Travel 
Management Areas  

 Visitor services and facilities to be provided  
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 Locations for competitive races and events   
 Updates to the Special Recreation Permit process  
 Enforcement and monitoring of recreation activities   
 Development of educational and interpretive information and materials  
 Use restrictions and fees  
 Potential partnerships  

Red Rock/Sloan Field Office:  

Red Rock Campground Closes through Labor Day Weekend 

Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area‟s developed campground -- Red Rock 
Campground -- is scheduled to temporarily close from May 31 to September 1, 2011 during this 
low-usage period. 

Red Rock Campground is located within Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area 
approximately two miles east of the visitor center on State Route 159 (West Charleston 
Boulevard) and is the only developed campground within the conservation area. 

Visitors are encouraged to take advantage of the many other camping opportunities in the area 
while this project is underway. These include: 

 Backcountry camping at Red Rock Canyon with permit, (702) 515-5050  
 Valley of Fire State Park, (702) 397-2088  
 Lake Mead National Recreation Area, (702) 293-8990 or (702) 293-8906  
 Death Valley National Park, (760) 786-3200  
 Mojave National Preserve, (760) 252-6100  
 USDA Forest Service Humboldt Toiyabe National Forest, (702) 515-5400  
 Spencer W. Kimball Scout Reservation, (702) 968-8138  
 Potosi Pines Camp, (702) 875-1980  
 Clark County Shooting Park, (702) 455-2000 

Camping is allowed on BLM land outside of the Las Vegas Valley for up to two weeks without 
charge. Popular primitive (no facilities) sites include Bitter Spring Back Country Byway, Gold 
Butte Back Country Byway, Knob Hill, Virgin Mountains, Christmas Tree Pass and Logandale 
Trails System. 
 
  Red Rock Hosts Marathon 

The Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area hosted a marathon and half marathon for 
participants along the 13-Mile Scenic Drive.  Starting points were established at the exit for 250 
marathoners and at the visitor center for 750 half marathoners.  To minimize parking and traffic 
issues, all participants arrived by motorcoach.  To cap off the event, BLM‟s own Kate Sorom 
and Red Rock Canyon Interpretive Association‟s Aaron Leifheit staffed an interpretive table at 
the finish line for participants and spectators.       



Red Rock Reports Record Visitation 

In April, 48,139 people enjoyed the visitor center at Red Rock Canyon National Conservation 
Area.  To put it in perspective, in 1982 when the first visitor center was built, only 20,000 people 
came the whole year.  The new visitor center was opened in phases with the visitor arrival 
structure opening in October 2009 and the outdoor exhibit area opening in April 2010. 

Best of the Best - Red Rock Canyon 

Sure we all know that Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area is a wonderful and 
beautiful place to visit.  It is also a spectacular outdoor alternative to indoor options that abound 
in Las Vegas.  Because of this, when the Las Vegas Review-Journal holds its annual “Best of Las 
Vegas” poll, it‟s not surprising when Red Rock wins awards.  But this year was something 
special as the area won not one, not two, not three . . . but six awards.  The winning categories 
were Best Picnic Spot, Best Place to Spot Wildlife, Best Place to Take Out of Town Visitors, 
Best Place to Hike, Best Place to Ride a Bike and best Place to Walk or Jog. 

Las Vegas Science Festival 

During the week of May 1, Southern Nevada District Office participated in the first annual 
citywide Las Vegas Science Festival by hosting booths and leading presentations at the Expo 
held at Cashman Field as well as at Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area.   

At Red Rock Canyon, wildland fire staff offered engine tours and taught about the fire triangle.  
Wild Horse and Burro Specialist Krystal Johnson brought Eggbert, a wild burro, and discussed 
horse and burro adoption.  Archeologists Mark Boatwright and Susanne Rowe discussed the 
science of archeology.  Hydrologist Boris Poff talked about the springs and hydrology of Red 
Rock Canyon.  Engineer Chad Vellinga did a presentation on the solar power of the Red Rock 
Visitor Center.  Environmental Protection Specialist Lisa Christianson talked about the 
importance of clean air in our community.  After learning about invasive species and how they 
affect the desert as a fire fuel from Natural Resource Specialist Nora Caplette, four students and 
a teacher from West Career and Technical Academy pulled six bags of red brome and other 
invasive species around the Red Rock Visitor Center.  During the week, BLM staff and partners 
contacted 5,189 visitors at Red Rock as part of the Science Festival. 

While at the Las Vegas Science Festival Expo, Park Rangers Kate Sorom and Gina Mele had 
interpretive tables showing the geology of Sloan Canyon National Conservation, how the fire 
triangle works, as well as many hands on items such as insects, tortoise and fossils.  During the 
one day Expo, Kate and Gina contacted more than 8,000 visitors.   

 
Rock Art Vandalism Restored 
 
In addition to flowers, May brought Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area closure in 
the restoration of rock art vandalism. In November 2010, vandals damaged prehistoric rock art 
panels with spray paint graffiti.    
 



After completion of a damage assessment and treatment plan, preparing an environmental 
assessment and coordinating with the appropriate Native American Tribes and the Nevada State 
Historic Preservation Office, a restoration expert was hired to restore the site. 
 
Students from Grant Sawyer Middle School helped raise almost $250 of the $33,000 that was 
donated for the reward and restoration.  Friends of Red Rock Canyon offered a tour to the 
students, who visited Red Rock (many for the first time) on May 6 to see the site before 
restoration began.   
 
Pahrump Field Office 
 
Pahrump Valley High School Students Enjoy a Day on Public Land 

The Pahrump Field Office hosted several students from Pahrump Valley High School on a tour 
of Bureau of Land Management land in Southern Nevada.  The students toured Red Rock 
Canyon National Conservation Area, and Ash Meadows, as part of the Washington-funded-
youth initiative.  Pahrump Reality Specialist, Frederic Marcell, coordinated the field trip as an 
effort to provide an experience for youth who wouldn‟t ordinarily have an opportunity to visit 
public lands. During the trip the students learned about general BLM management issues 
including, solar energy, recreation, wild horse & burros, Desert Tortoise, and future careers 
opportunities.  Overall, the students enjoyed the experience and look forward to further 
exploration of public land. 

Pahrump Field Office Holds Third Annual Open House 
 

The Pahrump Field Office staff recently held their third annual Open House.  This year, the 
Forest Service and the Fish and Wildlife Service participated in the outreach effort.  More than 
60 people attended the event asking questions about the lands around Pahrump.   The Pahrump 
Field Office looks forward to next year's open house and for it to be an even bigger success.   
 

Pahrump Field Office and Eggbert the Burro Participate in Science Week 

The WH&B program had a special treat out at Red Rock National Conservation Area for the 
Clark County Science Week.  Krystal Johnson, Southern Nevada District Office Wild Horse & 
Burro (WH&B) Specialist, Jamie Moeini, Pahrump Staff Assistant, and volunteer Tara 
Kilpatrick, took fiesty Eggbert, a Red Rock burro, for presentations about the program. Eggbert 
was rescued after being hit by a car and nursed to health. Over the course of two days, there were 
roughly 350 people from all over the world who came to visit Eggbert and learn more about him.  
This event raised awareness of the wild burros and horses in Red Rock, and taught visitors the 
importance of viewing but not feeding or interacting with the animals.  The presentations were a 
huge success and the WH&B program along with Pahrump Field Office look forward to 
participating next year. 

 



Beetles in the Dune 
 
The stars in Southern Nevada aren‟t only in the showrooms.  Big Dune, a complex star dune 
system, is a unique feature in Southern Nevada and home to some very rare creatures.  Giuliani‟s 

big dune scarab beetle (Pseudocotalpa giulianii), the Large agelian dune scarab (Aegialia 
magnifica), the Ahopdius dune scarab beetle (Aphodius sp.), and Rulien‟s miloderes weevil 
(Miloderes rulieni) were proposed for listing as a threatened species under the Endangered 
Species Act in 1978 (ESA) and the entire Big Dune Complex was proposed as critical habitat for 
the species.  All four species were listed as a category 2 species 1984, but have since been 
removed from the list.  New threats to the beetles and the dunes have brought around a second 
petition to list these insects under ESA.   
 
Over the past 10 years, Southern Nevada District Office has monitored these endemic species 
from their first emergence – this year it was April 25 – during their mating season of three weeks 
and until they retreat back into the dune system. 
 
This year answers to two questions were sought:  
Question - Do the Guiliani‟s Big Dune beetles initially emerge from the dune face or the 
surrounding vegetation?  
Answer – Both 
Question - Are there any morphological differences between the Guiliani‟s Big Dune beetles at 
Lava Dune and Big Dune?  
Answer – After measuring 11 different body parts on each of 60 beetles (30 from each site) and 
marking each beetle so it would not be remeasured, preliminary results show that the beetles at 
Lava Dune have smaller elytra (forewing) and thorax.   
 

 


