
Recommended Project Submittals for NOI’s, Operations and Drilling Plans for Exploratory 
Geothermal Drilling 

 
Follow regulatory requirements outlined in 43 CFR 3251 ς Exploration Operations: Getting BLM 
Approval and 3261 ςDrilling Operations: Getting a Permit.  
 
3251.10 Do I need a permit before I start exploration operations? Yes, BLM must approve a Notice 
of Intent (NOI) before you conduct exploration operations. The approved NOI, including any 
necessary conditions for approval, constitutes your permit.  
 
3251.11 Includes all steps required to submit a NOI to BLM, see detail below.  
 
Complete a SF 3200-009, NOI to conduct Geothermal Resource Exploration found at 
www.blm.gov/FormsCentralΣ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ άDŜƻǘƘŜǊƳŀƭέΦ  
 
If your exploration plan includes building roads, pads and flow testing of wells then all parts for 
3260 including an Operation Plan and Drilling Program must be completed (3261.15). This can be 
submitted with the NOI.  
 
3261.12 Includes all steps required to submit an Operations Plan for Drilling, see detail below.  
 
3261.13 Includes all steps required to submit a Drilling Program, see detail below.  
 
A specific Drilling Permit (GDP) SF 3260-002 must be submitted for each well separately after 
approval of the NOI, Operation and Drilling Program.  
 
If any plan needs to be amended and/or changed a Sundry Notice SF 3260-003 must be completed 
and approved by the BLM before any action is taken.  
 
Please see the attached checklist to ensure that everything required by the CFR is included.  
 
The following are recommendations set up by the BLM for project submittals for Operations Plan.  
 

ω Detailed description of equipment to be used and including staging areas and lay down 
areas;  

ω [ŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŘǘƘ ƻŦ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǊƻŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǊƻŀŘ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƻǊ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘΣ 
culvert designs and placement, cross country access roads (if cross country, how many trips 
across the road will be taken)(Use gold book standards for roads and culvert design);  

ω LŦ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řƛǎǘǳrbance 
created by the equipment;  

ω 9ǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀŎǊŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŜŘΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜ όŜΦƎΦ Ǉƛǘ ǎƛȊŜǎύΤ  

ω IŀǊŘ ŎƻǇȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƳŀǇ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΥ MTRS, scale, legend, land status, 
lease boundary, location of disturbance, existing and proposed roads, overland travel 

http://www.blm.gov/FormsCentral


routes, point data (where receivers, or other equipment will be placed, location of 
laydowns and staging areas, contour maps, 1:24,000 scale, overview map of appropriate 
scale, title;  

ω {ƘŀǇŜ ŦƛƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜǘŀŘŀǘŀ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ƳŀǇΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
creation);  

ω tŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŀŘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ όŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜύΤ  

ω ²ŀǘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƎǊŀƴǘƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻval for use from that source. (Cannot 
conduct adequate analysis without this information.);  

ω 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘǊƛƭƭƛƴƎ όŎƻǳƭŘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘ Ǌƻȅŀƭǘȅ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ YŜǘǘƭŜƳŀƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴ D5tύΤ  

ω {ǳƳǇ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ όLŘŜŀ ς one larger sump for future flow testing and construct temporary 
pipelines);  

ω {ǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƻǿƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ¦{C{Σ .hwΤ  

ω wh²ǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ όǊŜŀƭǘȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ Ŏŀƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ wh²ύΤ  

ω 5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ .Ŝǎǘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊŀŎǘƛces 
(BMPs);  

ω wŜŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ  
o  Observation wells and pads:  

 
Recontouring of roads back to original contour, seeding, controlling noxious weeds, 
and may also include other techniques to improve reclamation success, such as 
ripping, scarifying, replacing topsoil, constructing waterbars, pitting and 
barricading, and reseeding measures.  

 
o  Injection & production wells and pads:  

 
Painting of facilities with appropriate standard environmental colors (CC-001 June 
2008). Recontouring of roads back to original contour, seeding, controlling noxious 
weeks, and may also include other techniquest o improve reclamation success, such 
as ripping, scarifying, replacing topsoil, constructing waterbars, pitting and 
barricading, and reseeding measures.  

 
o  Final reclamation of roads and pads:  

 
See examples in the gold book and BLM BMPs website. 


