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From:
 
Sent:
 
To:
 
Subject:
 
Attachments:
 

Thank you for your comment, Summit Lake Paiute Tribe. 

The comment tracking number that has been assigned to your comment is SEDD10120. Please refer to the comment 
tracking number in all correspondence relating to this comment. 

Comment Date: March 15, 2011 10:12:59PM CDT 

Solar Energy Development PEIS 
Draft Programmatic EIS Comment: SEDD10120 

First Name: Summit Lake 
Last Name: Paiute Tribe 
Organization: Summit Lake Paiute Tribe 
Address: 1708 H Street 
City: Sparks 
State: NV 
Zip: 89431‐4337 
Country: USA 
Email: ron.johnny@summitlaketribe.org 
Privacy Preference: Don't withhold name or address from public record 
Attachment: 031411 Comment on DOE BLM Draft Solar Energy PEIS.pdf 

Comment Submitted: 
The Summit Lake Paiute Council, governing body of the federally recognized Summit Lake Paiute Tribe hereby submits 
its Comment on the DOE‐BLM Draft PEIS on Solar Energy Projects. The Tribe believes the PEIS falls far short of meeting 
the federal government's trust responsibility to Tribes and should give Tribes not only the same status as States but give 
Tribes a preference as set forth in the attached Comment. 

Questions about submitting comments over the Web? Contact us at: solareiswebmaster@anl.gov or call the Solar 
Energy Development PEIS Webmaster at (630)252‐5705. 
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SUMMIT LAKE PAIUTE TRIBE 
Primary Administrative Office 

1708 H Street, Sparks, NV 89431-4337 
(775) 827-9670 (775) 827-9678 (fax) 

SUMM IT LAKE PAIUTE COUNCIL 

Chairman: Warner Barlese • Vice-Chairperson: Ernie Barlese 
Secretary/Treasurer: Jerri Lynn Barlese • Counci l Member: Jerry L. Barr • Council Member: Randi DeSoto 

March 14, 2011 

Solar Energy PElS 
Argonne National Laboratory 
9700 S. Cass A venue 
EVS/240 
Argonne, IL 60439 

Re: Comment, Draft DOE-BLM Programmatic EIS for Solar Energy Development 

Dear Madam or Sir, 

By way of introduction, my name is Warner Barlese. I am the Chairman of the governing body of the 
Summit Lake Paiute Tribe (Tribe), the Summit Lake Paiute Council (Council). 

Jn reviewing the Draft DOE-BLM (U.S. Department of Energy-Bureau of Land Management) 
Programmatic EIS (PElS) for Solar Energy Development, I note that it appears that traditional territory of 
the Summit Lake Paiute Tribe, near the Summit Lake Reservation, is marked as ·'Lands available for 
Application - Solar Development Program··. See Map Prepared December 2010. BLM-Administered 
Lands Being Analyzed for Solar Development and Proposed Solar Energy Zones in Nevada (Argonne 
National Laboratory (attached)). 

The PEJS does not treat Tribes as a state relative to DOE's allocation of SEZ's (Solar Energy Zones) by 
state per renewable energy po1tfolio requirements as a driver for allocating solar project demand. This 
needs to be corrected not only as a matter of fairness but as a matter of the trust responsibility of the 
United States through DOE and BLM. This Tribe has an established renewable energy portfolio standard. 
For example the Tribe's Energy Portfolio in relation to long-term energy goals of the Tribe are: 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

To guarantee the availability of affordable and reliable energy to all its members; 
To reduce rhe energy bills of tribal members and administration: 
To further the Tribe' s goals for self-sufficiency; 
Self-Determination through empowerment in the Tribe's energy interests; 
To minimize the environmental impact of current and/or future development; 
To produce all ofthe Tribe's energy needs through renewable sources by 2025; 
To build sustainable homes and making existing buildings more efficient; and, 
To contribute to the Tribe' s local economy consistent with the Tribe 's cultural values. 

Furthermore, the PEJS does not consider the interests of Tribes in getting first right of refusaVand or 
option for adjacent/proximate BLM surplus properties and the i11herent ability of Tribes to acquire land or 
d1e right to use land for energy projects. including that was once their land before the United States stole 
same whether or not compensated by the U.S. Court of Claims or Indian Claims Commission. This needs 
to be corrected. 

Visit the Tribe's web site (www.summitlaketribe.org) it is updated every several days 



SUMMIT LAKE PAIUTE TRIBE 
Primary Administrative Office 

1708 H Street, Sparks, NV 89431-4337 
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SUMMIT LAKE PAIUTE COUNCIL 

Chairman: Warner Barlese • Vice-Chairperson: Erme Barlese 
Secretary/Treasurer: Jer ri Lynn Barlese • Council Member: Jerry L. Barr • Council Member: Randi DeSoto 

Argonne National Laboratory 
Solar Energy PElS 
March 14, 20 11 
Page 2 of2 

If you have any questions, please contact the Director of the Tribe's Environmental Protection 
Depa1tment, Ron Johnny. 

Sincerely, 

--?--52-
Warner Barlese 
Chairman 
Summit Lake Paiute Council 

cc: 
Members, Summit Lake Paiute Council 
DOE Office of Indian Energy Policy and Programs by email: tribalconsultation'?j)hq.doe.gov 
BLM Winnemucca District Office: G Scidlitz, R. Mendez and M. Hall 
BlA Western Nevada Agency Superintendent 
Director, SLPT Natural Resources Department 
Director, SLPT Environmental Protection Department 

WB/rej 

Visit the Tribe's web site (www.summitlaketribe.org) it is updated every several days 
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BLM-Administered Lands not available for Solar Development 

Lands available for Application - No Action • 

Lands available for Application- Solar Development Program** 

e Land available for Application - Solar Energy Zone Program 

• The lands available under No Action also ltlcluoe 1/le SOlar Development and SOlar Energy Zone Prog<am lands. 

l~ Vegas A r., ('"'\J 

" Excludes BLM-admiOIStered lands W·lh slopes greater than or equal to 5%. Nal.,nal Landscape Conservation System Lands and lhe loiiO\IIing 
a::lditional arGa$' locations w1th solar insolation tevels of less thao 6 5 k\Nhlmt/day, Areas of Critical EnVIronmental CollCBrn, cnlical habitat for 
USF'VVS designated threatened and endangered spe<:ies, Right·of~lvVay Exdusion and Avoidance Areas, No Surtace Oceupancy Areas, and 
Spec1al Recreallon Management Areas lhe lands ava,lable under the Solar Development Program also .nclude the Solar Energy Zone Program 
lands. For more 1nforma110n see http //solareas anlgov 

 




