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To:  District and Field Office Managers, Nevada 

 

From:  State Director, Nevada 

 

Subject: Friends of Nevada Wilderness Use of Nevada State Office Government Vehicles for 

Wilderness Management Purposes 

 

The practice of providing Nevada State Office government vehicles to the Friends of Nevada 

Wilderness for transportation from Reno to volunteer project locations in northern and eastern 

Nevada is discontinued.  However, district and field managers still have the authority to approve the 

operation of district and field office government vehicles by the Friends of Nevada Wilderness under 

the authority of BLM Manual 1114 – Volunteers, Section .92: 

 

“If necessary, volunteers may be issued a U.S. Government Vehicle Operator’s Identification 

Card, following the same procedure used for employees.  Issuance of an Operator’s 

Identification Card should be documented on the Volunteer Agreement.” 

 

In addition to the issuance of a U.S. Government Vehicle Operator’s Identification Card, the 

“Volunteer Services Agreement for Natural Resource Agencies” (Optional Form 301a USDA-

USDI)  must list by name, title, e-mail address and telephone number each volunteer who is 

authorized to drive a government vehicle.  Authorized volunteer drivers of government vehicles must 

possess: 1) a valid Nevada Driver License, 2) current certification from the BLM Defensive Driving 

Course, and 3) substantiation of four-wheel drive vehicle training or experience. 

 

When volunteers use their personal vehicles to travel to a work or project site, BLM Manual 1114 – 

Volunteers, Section .98A. provides the authority for the reimbursement of mileage expenses to 

volunteers:    

  

“A volunteer may be reimbursed for actual and reasonable transportation expenses required 

as part of volunteer work as well as for round-trip transportation from the volunteer’s place of 

residence to the work location or reporting BLM office.” 
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The current rate of reimbursement for volunteer travel is fourteen cents ($.14) per mile when 

volunteers use their personal vehicles.  Volunteers should be advised that like regular employees who 

are approved to utilize their privately owned vehicle for which the government is providing mileage, 

any loss, damage, or theft relating to the use of the volunteer’s privately owned vehicle is generally 

not considered the responsibility or fault of the federal government. 

          

Districts are encouraged to consult with the Friends of Nevada Wilderness prior to a work or project 

trip to determine in advance precisely where the BLM District contact person or project leader will 

meet the volunteers traveling from Reno.  It is required that volunteers be met at either the District 

Office or at the work location.  If a work location is inaccessible by standard two-wheel drive 

vehicles, the BLM district contact person or project leader should coordinate with the Friends to 

select a rendezvous point near the project site, preferably just off a paved or maintained gravel road.  

At that point, volunteers can be transported, if necessary, to the work location in a government 

vehicle.  Whenever possible, volunteers should be supervised and not left alone.  The BLM point-of-

contact or the project leader has the responsibility for overseeing the project or activity and should 

assist volunteers, when necessary. 

 

It is recommended the District prepare a trip-by-trip description of the project or activity including 

the location and dates of the project or activity and a listing by name of the expected volunteers and 

drivers of government vehicles.  Trip-by-trip descriptions should be filed in the official case file, and 

attached to the current “Volunteer Services Agreement for Natural Resources Agencies.” 

 

 

Please contact Steve Smith, Wilderness Coordinator in the State Office at 775-861-6477 if you have 

questions or concerns.  

 

Signed By:        Authenticated By: 

Rex McKnight        Ellyn Bryans Darrah 

Acting Associate State Director      Administrative Assistant 

 

 

 

Distribution 
State Director, Nevada (NV-950) (Attn. Dilene Smith, Chief, Branch of Information Access 

and Customer Service) 

State Director, Nevada (NV-950) (Attn. Bob Knutson, State Safety and Health Manager) 

Shaaron Netherton, Executive Director, Friends of Nevada Wilderness, P.O. Box 9754, 1101 

Riverside Drive, Reno, Nevada 89507 

 

 

 

 

 


