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October 1, 2012 

Penny Woods, Project Manager 

Bureau of Land Management
 

BOARD  OF DIRECTORS 

Priscilla Hunter 
Chairwoman Nevada Groundwater Projects Office, Nevada State Office (NV-910.2) 
Coyote Valley Band 
of Pomo Indians 1340 Financial Blvd 
Daniel Rockey, Sr. Reno, NV 89502 Sent via Email to: nvgwprojects@blm.gov 
Vice Chairperson 
Sherwood Valley Band 
of Pomo Indians RE: The Clark, Lincoln, and White Pine Counties Groundwater Development Project Final 
Martha Knight 
Secretary Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) – Environmental Justice and Tribal Concerns 
Pomo 

Elizabeth Hansen 
Treasurer Dear Ms. Woods: 
Redwood Valley Band 
of Pomo Indians 

Richard J. Smith The InterTribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council is a Tribal land conservation organization 
Member 
Cahto Tribe of comprised of ten federally recognized, sovereign Northern California Indian Tribes. We are writing to 
Laytonville Rancheria you today to express serious concerns we have regarding the Southern Nevada Water Authority’s 
Shawn Padi 
Member (SNWA) proposed groundwater development project. The proposed project would siphon billions of 
Hopland Band 
of Pomo Indians gallons of groundwater per year from at least four valleys in central Nevada, and pump it 300 miles to 
David Edmunds the Las Vegas Valley. This project poses a serious threat to the water and the cultural resources of all 
Member 
Pinoleville Pomo Nation Tribes and Indian people in the State of Nevada. 
Salvador Rosales 
Member 
Potter Valley Tribe SNWA’s groundwater development project is one of the biggest threats to Tribal traditional ways 
Stoney Timmons 
Member of life since the era of colonization. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is unable to adequately 
Robinson Rancheria 
of Pomo Indians protect millions of acres of Tribal and public lands from the massive water depletion, land subsidence, 
Mona Oandasan and harmful impacts to cultural/natural resources that would result. These negative impacts would, in 
Member 
Round Valley turn, significantly and adversely affect the Tribes’ ability to continue traditional hunting, gathering, 
Indian Tribes 

fishing, ceremonial and other cultural practices on their ancestral lands. Moreover, BLM thus far has 
Crista Ray 
Member failed to honor its obligation to conduct meaningful consultation on a government-to-government basis 
Scotts Valley Band 
of Pomo Indians with the Indian Tribes of Nevada and to adequately protect Tribal resources, as required by law. The 

project’s impacts would irrepealably harm Tribal ways of life, wellbeing and cultural identity, and 
STAFF thereby would violate BLM’s federal trust responsibility to the Tribes. 

Hawk Rosales 
Executive Director SNWA’s groundwater mining proposal is severely flawed and entirely unsustainable. It will 
Janene Ilar place present and future generations of all Tribes in the State of Nevada in grave jeopardy. We ask you 
Administrative Assistant 

to: 1) suspend this environmental review process until SNWA’s water rights applications conclude; 2) 
engage in formal Tribal consultation with all Nevada Tribes on a government-to-government basis 
regarding cultural and water resources, and the Tribes’ federally-reserved water rights; 3) revise the 
Programmatic Agreement to ensure that Tribal cultural resources, including human remains and sacred 
sites, are adequately protected in accordance with both the letter and spirit of federal and Tribal laws; 
and, 4) reinstate this environmental review process only when final information is available regarding 
the amounts of water SNWA will be authorized to pump, including more accurate locations of wells 
and associated infrastructure. Should BLM refuse to take these requested actions, it is our opinion that 
BLM has failed to take the “hard look” required by the National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA). 

Sincerely, 

Priscilla Hunter 
Chairwoman 

InterTribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council is a Nonprofit Consortium of California Indian Tribes 
●Cultural Conservation ●Native Stewardship ●Watershed Rehabil itation ●Cultural Ecology Education 

mailto:nvgwprojects@blm.gov

