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Hello my name is Vinny Spotleson, and I am also a member of Sierra Club. When

I was in elementary school, my family moved to Henderson, and as a young child in the

1990’s I can remember lawns in front of every home, people watering in the hottest part

of the summer, and little creeks flowing down the gutters of almost every street. Since

then Southern Nevada Water Authority’s Water Smart program has done amazing things,

from providing the incentives that my parent’s used to Xeriscape our lawn, to

implementing aggressive, smart drought restrictions that curb water usage in important

ways, as well as an advertising campaign to educate the public on the importance of

saving water.

What I didn’t know as a kid, and what most people in Nevada don’t know, is that

the largest private landowner in the State ofNevada is a multibillion dollar company

called Vidler. And what does Vidler specialize in? Not oil, gold, or gaming, but private

water rights. Vidler buys water rights around Nevada often from former agriculture or

grazing land, and converts that water into industrial use.

With agricultural usage, some amount of water will return to the aquifer, because

most of the water is being used on site, but there’s a problem when Vidler sucks water

away from the land often to cities and industrial uses, where it often gets burned into the

air to create steam. According to the overwhelming majority of scientists, water vapor is

itself a mild greenhouse gas, and thus this use not only takes water out of the ground,

springs, rivers, and other downgradient user’s wells, but further perpetuates and

acëelerates global warming. And who is the main contractor for Southern Nevada Water

Authority’s at least $3.2 Billion pipeline? This morning I called Dave Merril of Vidler

Water company, and asked him what role the company will play in the groundwater

development program. And he refused to disclose anything about the Vidler’s role in the



project. But it is very clear from Vidler’s Website that.the company has strategically

acquired groundwater resources in the Dry Lake Valley and Lincoln County for

“beneficial use.” What we have-here is a massive transfer of wealth and resources — our

dollars as water users — to one of the richest and best positioned corporations in the State.

Humans can live without electricity, humans can go over a month without food, but we

cannot live more than a couple days or in the desert a couple hours, without fresh water.

This project takes the most important resource in the world, and further concentrates it in

the hands of a private corporation which refuses to answer basic questions about what it

is going to do with the water. -

Southern Nevada Water Authority has many arguments as to why we need this- - -

groundwater pipeline, they say that we are too dependant on aingle source of water

but have acknowledged that they could save more than the 184,000 acre feet of’ water that

this project would use through aggressive conservation programs. This is the d!iestdèseri

in North America, we should have the strongest building codes for water ‘efficiency in

North America! They say that we need this water for our economic future, but billions of

gallons are still burnt in the air in giant fossil fuel power plants like Reid Gardnerevery “

year, while the operation of the power plants takes our money through pui electricity’bills

instead of creating jobs in Renewable Eneigy. - - .- - - , -

Perhaps the most misguided and short-sighted claim that Southern Nevada Water

Authority uses is that investors and creditors are looking to see if we et,this water in

order to bring money to Nevada. Southern Nevada Water.Authorit’ made a lot of rnQney

during the boom by selling new hook-ups to hothebuiders. They argue that this. sort of

growth can begin again if they get this water, as if investors and Wall Street firms ae

stupid enough to again start pouring their money into Collaterálied 1)ebt @bli’gations and

Credit Default Swaps on Sub-prime Mortgage Bonds in the Las Vegas Välle.. That is not

going to happen. That is the old economic paradigm and look at what’ it resulted in.
‘ -

- li estors are looking at which cbmmunities are the most water efficient. They are
- -

searching for communities that don’t still waste a majonty of their water on landscapmg

and fountains, commumties that implement aggressive buildmg codes, and communities



that find ways to stop defecating in the most precious resource in the world. Retrofi

old homes, businesses, and toilets will create tons ofjobs.

Most importantly there are victims of the project who you are hearing from

meetings throughout Eastern Nevada and Western Utah — ranchers who’s livelihood

land depend on this water, ranchers who don’t have millions of dollars to drill deep

wells, or pay Vidler to pipe them water. Native American communities like the Sho

and Southern Paiutes who have ancestral water rights that Southern Nevada Water

Authority is currently ignoring, or, in a continuation of imperialism, litigating again

There are better ways to manage our state’s water. Select the No Action Alternative

Finally the Draft Environmental Impact Statement spells out thousands of p

of horribly disastrous effects that this project will have on the region, including the

creation a dustbowl, loss of wildlife habitat, and unknown impacts on downgradient

water sources and springs. This project is a great example of why we need the National

Environmental Policy Act, it was designed to prevent projects like this from being built.

Please reject this project. Southern Nevada Water Authority has proven its ability to

expand water saving renewable energy, they have proven that they know how to conserve

massive amounts of water, and it will be very beneficial to our economy and livelihood if

we work with them to expand their conservation programs to distribute wealth and water

instead of letting it further aggregate in the hands of Vidler. Please select the No Action

Alternative.


