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Clark, Lincoln, and White Pine Counties Groundwater Development Project
Draft Environmental Impact Statement

We want your comments! If you have any issues, concerns, or questions related to the Clark, Lincoln, and
White Pine Counties Groundwater Development Project Draft EIS, please complete and submit this
comment form. Fold the comment sheet on the lines with the return address showing, and deposit it in the
comment box before you leave, or tape it closed, affix postage, and mail at your convenience. You may
include additional pages. Please check the project website (http: www.BLM.gov 5w5c) for the comment
period closing date (October, 11, 2011).

Please note: Anonymous comments wifi not be considered.

Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) - Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address or
any other personal identifying information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire
comment - including personal identifying information - may be made publicly available at any time.
While you may ask us to withhold your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot
guarantee that we will be able to do so. If you wish to withhold your name or address from public review
or from disclosure under FOIA rules, you must state this prominently at the beginning of your comments
or check the box below.

D Please withhold my name/address from public review if possible.

What about this environmental analysis are you specifically concerned
about?
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What is missing from this environmental document?
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hat other comments or que tions do you have?
‘Cc

(L e c ( ct

c) C’t Ov1 OtL6.x1S
ci v\ ‘V\ • CJt ‘_. 1 UC u- c b

—c--! QS1ti -c Lt ‘.3cS -oQ cii,
-t- rc ci ‘CVkv(

c (‘fr’Q-L

D Please correct/modify my contact information (provide the correct information on the opposite page).

Thank youforyour interest andparticipation!
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GROUNDWATER PROJECTS OFFICE
BLM NEVADA

COMMENTARY
By THOMAS MITCHELL

Contributing Editor

IOCHE, evada Winch is
the more beneficial use for water?
Growing Bermuda grass for a
beautiful backyard lawn in subur
ban Las egas or irrigating acres of
alfalfa in Linco • County to feed
cattle?

You could sell the water to the
highest bidder on the open market,
but that somehow goes against the
grain of the average American’s
sense of fairness, even morality.

Economist Thomas Sowell, in
his book “Basic Economics,”
notes, “The idea persists in man
places that ‘ecisions ma. e through
the market are not as moral as deci
sions made through the ‘. litical
process. Writers for the San ran
cisco bronicle referred to ‘how
amoral the marketp ace can be’
when explaining why the water
sup • ly owned by the city of Stock
ton, California. could not be
entrusted to private enterprise.
‘Water is too life-sustainmg om
mo ‘ity to go nto the mar ce

So is foo’, Sowell reasons but
it is somehow supplied through
amoral private enterprise.

By evada law, water ithin
the state’s boundaries belongs to
the pu.lic an. is alluc. •• or “b-n
eficial use” by the state engineer.
The owner of a water right doesn’t
actually own the water, but merely
the ght to use the •ublic s water.

Because of this a lengthy series
of hearings are being held tins
month by the Bureau of Land an
agement an. next •onth by the
state engineer to determine whether
the Southern evada Water
A iority, winch supplies potable
water to much of metropolitan Las
Vegas, may build up to 300 miles
of pipeline down the eastern por
tion of the state to carry water from

• derground aquifers in valleys in
White Pine and Lincoln dounties.
The project proposes pumping as
much as 76,000 acre-feet per year
• om Snake, S.ring, Cave, Dela
mar and E)ry Lake valleys.

e question is: : ow would this
affect the water table in those val
leys and, in turn, the ecology,
wildlife, hunting and fishing, natu
ral springs, cattle grazing, agricu -

ture and the people who have lived
for generations n those valleys?
Without the water, how would the
once-buzzing economy of Las
Vegas be affected?

The first of the BL hearings
on tins topic took place this past
week in ioche. Dozens of people
showed up to pore over the maps
and graphics and ooklets and
com uterized vi eo, and six chose
to testif’ all expressing trepida
tion about the impact the project

could potentially have on orthern
counties.

incoln County Commission
Chairman George T. Rowe minced
no wore s. “1 think that this pipeline
will be the ruination of the northern
counties being affected, think that
you cannot t:un a ipeline through
an area without messing up all of
the feed for the cattle the white
sage that grows in the flat lands and
the valleys,” he said.

Connie Simkins, a 67-year resi
dent of Panaca, offered a practical,
real-world analogy for what could
happen if SNWA is allowed to
pum. water out of the valleys. She
remarke • that she has a small ilot
of land that in the spring is too wet
to work with her tractor, but as
soon as the • earby farmers start
irrigating their fields the pasture
dries up and she has to haul water
to her cattle. As soon as the pumps
are turned off in September the
water table comes back p.

•fth generation rancher Kenna
ytle fuloeckner who grazes cattle

in D ake alley testified tha or
ave months of the year, ovember

ough April, more than 1,500
head’ of cattle thrive on that land.
She argue that a BLM statement
tha livestocking rates would not be
affected is simply wrong.

She said the white sage in sever
al of the valleys represents sine of
th- best winter grazing or .ttle
and sheec. “When disturbed the
sensitive plant is completely

estroyed and almost impossible te

re-establish,” she said.
Even more disturbing, Gloeckn

er said, is when the draw down of
‘the water table takes place the soil
is easily eroded. “After any distur
bance of the surface crus it easily
becomes airborne and the . is
prone to many dust storms and the
soil type becomes even more trou
blesome when disturbed by any
kind of travel,” she said.

Gloeckner argu • the pipeline
could destroy the ranchers’ lifestyle
and heritage.

The Solomonic task being
undertaken by the BLM and the
state engineer must weigh the rela
tive merits of the rural vs. ban
thirst and contributions each makes
to the overall economic well-being
of the state of evada. This will
take years of hearings and volumes
of reports and analyses.

e could eliminate this wasted
ti i.e an’ oney by selling water on
the open market an’ letting the
“invisible hand” quickly and effi
ciently balance supply and
demand. But that might be amoral.

Thomas itc a I is a ong-time
Neva an. You may share our
views with him by emailing
t omasmnv@yahoo.com. Read
additional musings on his blog at
http: 4thst8.word ress.com/

OPINIONS
Draining Northern Nevada
For More Houses In Vegas?

BLMGra sMoreTimeT
Comment On Vegas Pipçline Plan4y,r &9if

Op onenLyant addtional sixtj’ days /
The Neva Offic o the Bureau of Land Management will allo

more time to comment on the Draft Environmental Im act Statement for
the Clark, Lincoln and White Pine Counties Groundwater Develo ment
Project, moving the comment deadline back from September 9 to October
11.

“We a preciate the BLM being responsive o the many requests they
receive from organizations, elected officials and concerned citizens,”
said Rob Mrowka, spokesman for the Great Basin Water Network..
(GBWN). ‘ owev.er, we reiterate that B M uld ext e comment
perio ‘ s as r_ udt revious in order to id
erthe highly relevant information that wi urin e tate Engi
neer’s hearm ‘ on the SNW ‘ater applications in S .rmg, Cave,
Dry ,and Delamar Valleys,” he said.

GB , the coalition o ranchers, . residents, conservationists,
Tribes, and local govermnents leading the opposition to the projec ‘as
ublished a “DEIS Gui’e” to inform •e .ublic how to ‘artici ‘ate .in the

public process. The Guide highlights the potentia impacts of the multi-
billion dollar pipeline pro. .Sal that the BLM has identified, and critic ues
the flaws in the BLM’s anaLysis. . . .

‘We hope peoe le will turn out • arge nunibers at the D EIS hearings
August 2nd through August 18th, and we hope the guide will be a useful
tool for folks to use at the hearings an’ as they pre e: e their cdmments,”
Mrowka sai The DEIS Guide is availa .le on the GB website
www.greatbasinwater.net.

Citizens may equest a har’ copy of the DEIS Executive Summaiy and
compact disks of the full DEIS by mail at Bureau of and
Management/Groundwater Projects Office! Pø. Box 12000 ‘eno, NV
89520-0006 or by emailing fly:: erojects@blm.gov. The eport also can
be accessed a www.blm.gov/5w-5c.
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Dow, Kimberly D

From: BLM_NV_NVSO_Web_Mail
Sent: Monday, October 17, 2011 12:55 PM
To: Dow, Kimberly D
Subject: FW: Internet Inquiry

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: BLM_WO_Information [mailto:BLM_WO_Information@blm.gov]  
Sent: Friday, October 14, 2011 12:40 PM 
To: nvsoweb@nv.blm.gov 
Subject: FW: Internet Inquiry 
 
FYI... 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: cq@blm.gov [mailto:cq@blm.gov]  
Sent: Saturday, October 08, 2011 3:36 PM 
To: BLM_WO_Information 
Subject: Internet Inquiry 
 
 
 
Name0 = (0: '') 
EmailAddress = (0: 'afolstad@yahoo.com') TypeofContact = (0: 'Other') Message = (0: 'I do not have any scientific 
credentials, but I have lived in Las Vegas over 50 years and have observed the system at work.  Please do not allow LV to 
take water from the northern counties.  The power brokers never suffer defeat at the hands of our local legislators.  Pat 
Mulroy appears to me to be a scary bully who always gets her way.  It is morally wrong for LV to take the water.  The 
often‐touted need to continue growing should be ignored.  Not all cities need to continually get bigger and LV is one of 
those cities that shouldn't.  Please don't knuckle under to pressure from the LV Water District.') 
 


