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Dear lnterested Party:

The Bureau of Land Management, under the authority of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act
(Public Law 94-579), is processing an application by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to extend for a
term of 20 years, an existing withdrawal of 457,800 acres public lands within the Sheldon National
Wildlife Refuge from mineral location under the United States mining laws, but not the mineral leasing
laws. The withdrawal was originally published in Public Land Order (PLO) No. 6849 and corrected by
publication in 56 Federal Register 24119 and in PLO Nos. 6862 and 6907 . The proposed withdrawal
extends the existing mineral withdrawal and additionally corrects discrepancies in the legal description of
unsurveyed lands and calculation errors as originally published. The corrections to the legal descriptions
and acreage calculations result in the recognition of an additional 12,034 acres that lie within the existing
withdrawal boundary but that were omitted due to protraction effors.

Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge was created by Executive Order 7522 for the primary purpose of
conservation and development of natural wildlife resorrces and is one of the largest and last reasonably
intact examples of high desert sagebrush-steppe ecosystems in the Great Basin. The proposed action
would protect the lands from mining claim activity and preserve habitat that is critically important for
native species of plants, animals and fish, including a federally listed species and species being petitioned
for listing as threatened.

The withdrawal created by PLO No. 6849 will expire on April 21,2011, unless extended.

The enclosed Federal Register notice is provided for your information.

Should you have any questions or concerns, please direct them to Michael Truden at (775) 623-1500.

DEC 2 0 20f0

Sincerely,

/s/ Ron lVenker
Ron Wenker
State Director. Nevada

Enclosure
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