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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI)

I have reviewed the Augusta Mountains Wild Horse Gather Plan Environmental
Assessment (EA), DOI-BLM-NV-WO010-2010-0013-EA, dated November 2010. After
consideration of the environmental effects as described in the EA, I have determined that
the Proposed Action, with the project specifications identified in the EA will not
significantly affect the quality of the human environment and that an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) is not required to be prepared.

This finding and conclusion are based on my consideration of the Council on
Environmental Quality’s (CEQ) criteria for significance (40 CFR 1508.27), both with
regard to the context and the intensity of impacts described in the EA.

CONTEXT

The gather area is within the administrative boundaries of the Bureau of land
Management (BLM), Battle Mountain, Carson City, and Winnemucca Districts. The
Winnemucca District, Humboldt River Field Office is the administrative lead for this
plan. The gather area consists of the Augusta Mountains HMA and majority of the Fish
Creek Mountains and is located in Churchill, Lander, and Pershing Counties about 75
miles southeast of Winnemucca, Nevada.

The gather area includes areas within and outside of the HMA boundary throughout the
Allotments (Jersey Valley, Home Station Gap, Hole-in-the-Wall, and Cottonwood
Allotments) that include this HMA. The gather area is approximately 330,000 acres in
size.

The most recent helicopter population inventory flights were conducted in April 2009.
Based on the direct count obtained during that inventory and estimated foaling rates in
2009 and 2010, the current estimated population of the Augusta Mountains HMA is 294
wild horses. The total Appropriate Management Level (AML) range for the HMA is
185-308 wild horses. The Augusta Mountains HMA was last gathered to remove excess
wild horses in 2008, when 228 wild horses were removed from the range.

The proposed gather involves treating approximately 118 mares with the fertility control
vaccine Porcine Zona Pellucida (PZP-22) to slow population growth rates, reduce gather
frequency and reduce the number of excess animals that would have to be removed from
the HMA in future gathers. In total, it is estimated that approximately 275 wild horses
could be gathered, including; 40 excess wild horses residing outside the HMA that would
be removed and transported to a BLM short term holding facility. The remaining wild
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horses gathered from the HMA would be released back to the HMA once all mares were

vaccinated with PZP-22.

The Proposed Action would ensure healthy wild horse herds within the Augusta
Mountains HMA, promote improved health of rangeland vegetation communities,
prevent degradation of rangeland resources, and promote significant progress towards
achieving the Standards for Rangeland Health. The Proposed Action would also reduce
annual wild horse population growth rates; thereby, minimizing the number of excess
wild horses that would have to be removed during future gathers and sent to Long Term
Holding Pastures if not adopted.

The Preliminary EA was made available to the interested public on October 6, 2010, for a
30 day review and comment period. Letters were received both in support of and in
opposition to the gather. Numerous form letters, which were generated from members of
an animal welfare organization, were received. All comments were reviewed and
considered in finalizing the EA. Some additions were made to the EA for clarification
purposes; however, no substantive modifications were made to the EA as a result of the
comments received.

INTENSITY

1. Impacts that may be both beneficial and adverse. The EA considered both beneficial
and adverse impacts of the gather, PZP-22 application, and removal of excess wild horses
outside of the Augusta Mountains HMA. The Proposed Action is would allow BLM to
manage the public lands within the gather area for a thriving natural ecological balance
and multiple use relationship consistent with other resource needs as required by the Wild
Free Roaming Horse and Burro Act. The gather and removal of excess wild horses
outside the HMA boundaries is expected to have short-term impacts on individual
animals. Maintaining AML within the HMA is expected benefit wild horse health by
improving forage and range conditions. Other rangeland resources including vegetative
communities, riparian resources, and wildlife habitat would also benefit from maintaining
AML within the HMA.

2. The degree to which the proposed action affects public health and safety. The
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) and gather operation protocols would be followed
to conduct the gather and are designed to protect human health and safety, as well as the
health and safety of the wild horses. These SOPs can be found in the EA appendixes.
The Proposed Action would have minimal effects on public health or safety.

3. Unique characteristics of the geographic area such as proximity of historic or
cultural resources, park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or
ecologically critical areas. There are no park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and
scenic rivers, or ecologically critical areas within the gather area. Direct impacts to
cultural resources are not anticipated because gather sites and temporary holding facilities
would be placed in previously disturbed areas or inventoried for cultural resources prior
to construction. If cultural resources are found in an area, a new location would be
identified in which to set up temporary gather sites and holding corrals. Temporary
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gather sites and holding facilities for the wild horse gather would not be conducted within
Wilderness Study Areas.

The Proposed Action would not impact resources identified above. Maintenance of the
established AMLs would help to protect these landscapes from diverse impacts caused by
the potential overpopulation of wild horses relative to the level at which a thriving natural
ecological balance can be maintained.

4. The degree to which the effects on the quality of the human environment are likely
to be highly controversial. The effects that would occur from the implementation of the
gather are well known and understood. No unresolved issues were raised following
public notification of the proposed gather. This is demonstrated through the effects
analysis in the EA. Some members of the public advocate that no wild horses be
removed from any public lands and urge removal of livestock or letting “nature take its
course”; however, the effects of wild horse gathers on the gquality of the human
environment are well documented through the many years of management of wild horses
through gathers and other population controls, and are not highly controversial.

5. The degree to which the possible effects on the human environment are highly
uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks. The Proposed Action has no known
effects on the human environment which are considered highly uncertain or involve
unique or unknown risks. This is demonstrated through the effects analysis in the EA.

6. The degree to which the action may establish a precedent for future actions with
significant effects or represents a decision in principle about a future consideration.
Future projects occurring within the gather area would be evaluated through the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process and evaluated with the appropriate level of
NEPA documentation. The Proposed Action does not set a precedent for future actions.

7. Whether the action is related to other actions with individually insignificant but
cumulatively significant impacts. The Proposed Action is not related to other actions
within the cumulative assessment area that would result in cumulatively significant
impacts.

8. The degree to which the action may adversely affect districts, sites, highways,
structures, or objects listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic
Places or may cause loss or destruction of significant scientific, cultural, or historic
resources. The Proposed Action would not affect significant scientific, cultural, or
historical resources. A cultural resource inventory would be completed prior to gather
site and corral construction. Temporary gather sites and holding facility sites would be
cleared to determine the presence of sites that are unclassified, eligible, or potentially
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. Archaeological site clearances and
avoidance measures would ensure that loss or destruction of significant scientific,
cultural, or historical resources does not occur. Native American consultation was
conducted and concerns relative to implementation of the Proposed Action have been
addressed.



FONSI

Augusta Mountains HMA

Wild Horse Gather Plan

No districts, sites, highways, structures or objects listed in or eligible for listing in the

National Register of Historic Places were identified in any of the areas to be disturbed by
the trap sites and/or holding sites.

9. The degree to which the action may adversely affect an endangered or threatened
species or its habitat that has been determined to be critical under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973. There are no known threatened and endangered species present in
the project area.

10. Whether the action threatens a violation of Federal, State, or local law or
requirements imposed for the protection of the environment. The Proposed Action
would not violate or threaten to violate any Federal, State, or local law or requirement
imposed for the protection of the environment. The Proposed Action is in conformance
with all applicable 43 CFR (Code of Federal Regulations). The Proposed Action would
not violate the Migratory Bird Treaty Act or Endangered Species Act.

All practicable means to avoid or minimize environmental harm and unnecessary or
undue degradation of the public land are inherent to the Proposed Action.
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