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Int rod uCl ion/Dackground 

Newmont Mining Corporation submitted an amendment 10 their Twin Creeks Mine Plan of 
Operations (POO) I.'xpanding their e1<ist;ng Vista Pit proj<'Ct area. The project area is located 
approximately 35 miles nOrtheast of Winnemucca. Nevada and east of the: Osgood Mountains. in 
Humboldt Coumy. Nevada. lllc project.IOCDled emirety within the Twin Creeh Mine boundary. 
would be kx,:ated in T39N. R43E. sections 5. 6. 7 and 8, MDB&/o.l lind diswrb approximately 580 
acres of combined public (2l3 acres) and private (357 acres) surface. This area is already 
disturbed with a haul road. portion of a heap leach and other ancillary features. 

The amendment proposes: I) expansion of the existing Vista Pit, 2) partial in-pit bockfill of the 
Vista Pit. 3) mine pit dewatering. 4) continued operation of water trcatmcnlldischarge facilities. 5) 
c1<pansion of the: Sonoma Ileap Leach Facility. and 6) implememation o f a revised method for 
process nuid stabilization on heap leach facilities. The proj~'Ct is planrwd to run and extend the 
life of the mine for approximately 6 years. 

DECISION 

Based on the Vista Pit Expansion Environmental Assessmem (EA). OOI-BLM ·NV-WOI 0-2011­
0004-EA and the. Finding of No Significant Impact (FONS]) it is my dec ision to implement a 
modified Proposed Action. This modified Proposed Action COnSiSIS of the Proposed Action 
withou t the implementation of a revised mcthod for process nu id stabilization on heap leach 
facilities. 

Rat ionale 

My decision is based on a number of rationale. The rationale laken into consideration is listed 
below: 

• 	 Thc environmenlalanalysis. 

• 	 Based on the EA. the proposed method for pnxcss flu id stabilization on heap leach 
facilities would require further analysis before it could be selected for implementation. 

• 	 The modified Proposed Action will not result in any unnece~s.ary (]I' undue environmental 
degradation of public Innds. 
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• 	 Conformance ...dth tile Pamdlsc-Denlo Management F~ewori: Plan. 

• 	 Through the NEVA process. Newmont committed 10 the attached envir(mmenlal measures 
as pan of their Plan ofOpcral.ons for !he Vista Pil E.'(pansion Pro)CCt. 

• 	 No mining would occur at the Shoshone Mike Massacre site undc:T this proposed action. 

• 	 PIIblic Involvement (refer 10 section below). 

• 	 Authority for thiS decision all it n:latl!$ to the ULM·managcd public lands is contained in 
the Mining Law. the SurflK.'e Resources Act of 1955. the Fedeml Land Policy Management 
Act. and the Code of Fedeml Regulations (CFR) al 43 CFR ]S09 and 4] CFR 3715. 

• 	 Based on the Presldent's National Energy Policy and Executive Order 1]212, the modified 
~ action 11<,11 not genemte any Il(he~ encrgy impacts or hmit energy produellon 
and diwiootion. Therefore, 00 "Statement of Adverse: Energy Impact" is requll1.,'d 

Compliance/Confof'mllnn 

The modiHcd I'ropoied Action is in conformance with !hi: Paradise-Denio Managcm¢nt 
Fnunewon Plan, approved 1982. The modirled Proposed Actioll is consistent with CMher Federal 
agency. SUite. and local plans to the mv.lmum c.'(tcnt consistent .....ith Federal law and Federal 
Umd Policy Management Act pro~isions. No fedcral. state, or local law, or requ"'ement imposed 
for the protcCtKMI of !he en~ironment will be threalCncd or ~iolated. 

Publk Innllnment 

As part of the preparation of the Newmont Vista Pit Expansion Projcct EA, OLM solicited 
commenlS by leller on the I'roject from numerous agencies. organi/.ations. and the public from 
October 22. 2009. through November 4. 2009. 

An ioterdisciplinary (11) tcam m •.,'cting was held at the OU1 office in Winnemucca on September 
22,2009. During the meeting, the 10 team identified the resources to be addressed in this 
document. 

A meeting was held 00 December 15.2009. to review scaping comments received on the proposed 
Vista Pit Ex.pamion ProJCCt and diSCUSS the I'ropo!;ed AClio<! and potential altemlltive :lCU()IlS. As 
part of the meeting. public commcnlS received ...ere revie ....c<i and discussed. The Nevada 
Ckaringhouse and the U.S. Envlroomental Protectioo Agency provided eommenlletlCrs on the 
proposed Project. CommenlS ....ere talen Inlo consideration as part of revie\O'ing the Proposed 
Actioo. developing IllCmatlves to the Proposed Action. and developmg the environmental 
anaI)'§is. 

111e Prelimmary EA was made IVallable for public comment vii maihng and the OUt lI<ebpagc 
from August], 2011. until Scp~mber 6. 2011 . A copy of !hi: Preliminary EA was also made 
available In the public room at the aut Winnemucca District Office. COPies of the Prelimmary , 




EA \Ocre al§O sent 10 both Fort McDennit( Paiule and Shoshone Tribe and Fort Hatl Imhan 
Rl'st1'V~lIon on August 4. 201 I. 

A 100ai of thl\."C tellers were ~i\'ed wI th in the comment period and a fourth letter WhS rt.'ccivcd 
the day after tnc comment period ended. Comments wcre reeeh'ed from Humboldt County Boord 
OfCOmmISSIOOCn. the Cily of Winnemucca. 11 private cltilCn. and Greal Basin R<"SOUrcc Watch. 

A lTIe('ung was held OIl 5<"pt<"mbcr 8. 2011. to review comments ~j,~ and evaluate potential 
mod,rlClluons to the document. Public comments focused on the basis and findln&5 for prediclCd 
waler qualny alld questions n'garding heap leach pad ct05ure, Information was added to the wnleT 
n:sources monitoring section of Chapter 2 10 addrt!5S the fonner and tl'xt was modified in sectIons 
2,2.13.4.2.6 and 4,4,6 n'garding lhe );Ltlcr. In fina!tl.ing the EA. the sections on Native Amcnean 
Religious Concerns and Puhlic Invoh'ement wen.' updau.'d; clarifications wen.' made to Section 
2.2.14 - £n\'irof1~nt{J/ Prof«fion M~{Jsu,u proposed III Chapter 2 under wildlife and water 
resources monilOl'ing and; informanon on PMlo and PM : I thaI would be emitlCd under the 
Proposed ACllon ...-as added to Chapter" These modificallOOs did nOl rfiUlt In 5uhslatlUai change 
to the analYSIS or conclusions made from the anaJ)"sis but rather provided furtller and more 
accurate infonnation for the reader 

NOllvt A~,koll Coruu/wfioll 

On Fcbruary 26. 2010.lcllcn ""cre 5Cntto the Battle Mountain Band Colony. Fort McDermitt 
Paiute pnd Shoshone Tnbe. Lovelock Pluite Tribe. Pynllnid Lake Paiute Tribe. SummIt Lake 
Tnbe. Wlllnemucca Indian CoIOIIY. FallOll Paiute Shoshone. Fort Hall Shoshone-Bllllnocks uibcs. 
Sus.an~llIe Indian R~ation . Reno-Sparb Indian Colony. Cedarville Ranchcria. Fort Sidwell 
IndIan CommUlII\y Couneilproviding information re lau_e 10 the Proposed Action. Follow-up 
phone calls were made 10 identify if the Tnbes had any concerns regarding tile Proposed Action. 
No concerns wen: brought fOl"WIU"d until Apri l 28. 2011. when a eoncrrn that minin, would occur 
al the Shoshone Mike Massacre sile surfaced. A NewmonlllmlngL'tl SIte vislI was COIIdllCtt'tl on 
JUlie 9. 20 11. for the FOA Mcl)cnniu Paiute lind ShoshQllc !tlbe. Ncwmom docs not intcnd to do 
any mining althe Sh05hone Mike Massacre site as part of the Vista Pit expansiOll. 

On August 4. 20 1I. leuers ""ere sent 10 lhe Fort McDermitt Ppiule and Shoshone tribe. Fort Hall 
Shoshone·Bannocks tribes providIng infonnation relative 10 the Preliminary EnVironmental 
Assessment. Follow-up phone calls were made W identify iftlte Tribes had any concerns 
regardmg the I'roposed Action. No rommenls or eoncerns ...en: provided to the 8LM from the 
Nath'e American groups COIIlacted reglU"ding review of the Preliminary EA. 'I11cn: would be 110 
dlreel or indirn:t impacts to NOli~1! American Religious Concerns from the mo(hfied Proposed 

Action. 

Au thori ty 

llIc authonty for this dcci5iOll 1$ contained in the Mmlllg Law of May 10. 1872. as an'C'ndc<i (17 
SIal. 91). the Surface ResourceJ Act of 19S5 (30 United States Code (U.Sc.) 611-614). the 
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FcdmtJ Land Polky Management Act (FLVMA) of 1976 (43 USC. 1701 et seq.). and the Code 
0( Fedcnil Rcau1ations (CAl:) al 4l CAl: \809 MKJ43 CAl: 3715. 

Appol Pnn IsIon 

If you 0011(11 ap-ee and are ad\I:f'Kly affn:1f:d by !tIlS decision, you may ~lX'slthat the Neuda 
In~1 SUite: l)Jreaor rcvif:w this dl'Cision in accordance ""Ith 43 CFR §)8098().t ttl .Jt!q. If)'Ou 
~Uf:SII Stale Direclor rcVIeW. lhe rcqlX')t must be n:ceived in the Ne...ada HLM State OffICI:. al 
OM of the follo\Ooing Jddrentts. no later than 'lO calerKIar days after you recei\e this decision 

Prowl PVdcliym; 
Burcau of Land Manlgl::menl Bureau of Land Managell'lC1lt 
'e,'" Stale Office Ne...... Stall: Omce 

Stale Din:c1Or S-D""""
POBox 12(0), 1340 Financial BI.d 
Reno, ~e""" 8952(}..OO(l6 Rell(), Ne'..... 8~2 

A ropy o(!be mjUCSI muS! Ilso be knllO th,) orrlCC. 'The mjUCSI for Stall: DIrector ReVieW mUSI 
be In ICCOf'!bnce Vo'lth tnc rcqulremenll of41 CFR 13809,110:5, nns deciSiOn will remain in full 
force Ind effec.:1 while the SUIte [)In:ctOr Il:view is pending, unless a Slay (suspensIOn) IS ganled 
by Inc Slale Director under 4l CFR 1'809,808(1) If )'OIl ~uest I litay, you have tnc burden of 
prooflo demonstrnle that a stay should be granted 

If the Nev'" State l)Jreclor does not make a decision on ""hetber to accept your mjllCSl for 
rcVICW ""Ithm 21 CllendardlYS of receipt of the mjucst. you mould ConSider the mjUClit declined 
and you mlY appeal this deciSion to the Inten()l' Koard of Land Appeals (mu), You may contact 
the Ne...ldl BI..\1 State OfflCC to detenninc Voben Inc BI..\1 recel\'ed the requesl for Stale DlreaOl" 
Review You have 30 days from the end of tnc 21-day period in ,,'hieh to file your Notice of 
Appell (sec rrocedure:s below). 

If you \Oolsh to bypass a State Director rev,,: .... thiS decision may be appealed dIrectly to the lntenor 
l40anI of Land Appeals, Office orthe Secretary. in accordllflCC- .... lIh the n:gulauons contamed in 
43 CFR, P(Itt 4 Your notice of oppeal must be fikd in thiS office at .5100 East Winnemucca Blvd, 
WinnemUCCa, NV 89445 "'Ithin JO days from fl.'eeipt of this decision , As the appellant, you have 
the burden of showing thaI the u«1~IQ" appealed from is in error. Enclosed is BLM Form 1842-1 
thlt contains tnf0flTl31ion on tnking appeals 10 the IBLA. 

If you Wish 10 file I pdllion (rcq~) pursuant 10 Il'lulalion 43 CFK 4.21 for I Slay of the 
effecllveneu of this decision dunng the lime thaI your appeal is bemg revic\Oo'ed by the BoanI, the 
petillo!! for. p.y muSllCCOfllpany your I1(IItce of appeal A pl:'lJUOII for a $lay is requited 10 show 
§lJffK'tcnljusufK:1OOn based on the standards hslf:d below. Copies of the notice of arPC"lnd 
peUUOft for I stay must abo be wbmilled to e.:h pany nanted In dill deciSion and to !be Intc:nor 
Board of Land Al'flC'als and to the "opoopnate Offia: of tile Solicitor (!iCC 43 CfR 4.41 J or Form 
IS'I2-1 enclosed) at the _ ume the on"nll docuntcnu are filed Wlib thll oCflCC, If you I'CqIlC'!iI 

a my, you hive the bunkn of proof to demonMnte thai I stay mould be granted 
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Standards for Obtaining I Stay 

Except as otherwise provided by law or other pertinent ~gul"'ion.• petitton for I stay of a 
decision pending appeal shall show sufficicnt justification based on the following standards: 

I) 1lle I\"lative harm 10 the parties if the stay IS granted or denied. 

2) 1lle hkelihood of !he appellant's success on the merits, 

3) 1lle likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if til<- slIy is IlOl gnmled, and 

4) Whether the public interest favors grantlng the stay. 

4E ~, 

f?/Michael Troden Date 
Field Manager 
Humboldt Rivcr Field Office 

Auachmenu: 

Environmental Measures Committed to by the Operator 

Form 1842·1 (September 2OO.'i) 
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N",,,-mont Mining C <N'pO.... tioli 

Vista Pit uP1'-nslon l>roj",cI 

. : n ,-i ronn>elltlll A_n..,nl 

DOI·8DI-NV.WOI0-20 11.(H)().a·EA 

Enyironmental Measures Commincd to by !be Oprnt('K 

Newmonl commiUed 10 tile following environmenlnl measures D~ pan of Iheir ameMled Plan of 
Openltions for the Vista I'il Expansion Projecl. 

• 	 Fugiuve emissions will be controlled using B/o.',p. In lICCOrdana: with Ncwmonl's rugillve 
Dust Controll'lan and requirements or NDEI' Air Quality Permi\. Dust emissions will be 
controlled Lhrough use of waler. appro~ed cllemical bmdcn, or ""cuing agents. duSt 

collection dellices, WaleT sprays. and re"cgctallon of disturbed areas concurrenl "'llh 
OperationS, 

• 	 Gaseous emiSSions will be controlled through propel" operation and mainlCnance of 

equipment, 


• 	 Mcrcury emissions will be controlled using Maximum Achievable Control Tcchoology as 
mandmed by the Nellada Mercury !'rogr-am 

• 	 Ovcrburdenlinterburdcn will be managed in acoordallCe with an NDEP approved Mmerials 
Handling Plan. A quar1erly repor1that summanlA'S mining progress and monitoring of 
ovemurdenlintcrburlkn will be SUDmIUL'd to BLM and NDEP. 

• 	 Existmg dlVetSion channels, sedimenl basins. and other surface water (sediment) control 
struclures have bcc-n constructed 10 control stormwaler run..q.n/run-off, Sediment contrDI 

struclUre5 include siltlnlps and fences usmg cer1lflCd wced-fltt straw, hay bales. gtOIextile 
rabtic. and k'diment poMls. Soil recovcred from sediment retenlioo ponds w;1I be pllCCd in 
stockpiles Of spread over graded areas. Sediment control structures will remam acu~e 
during the post-closure period until such time as reclamation has smbilized the land surface 
and usc of these facilities is IlO lon",r n.'qui",d. 

• 	 Stonllwater will be controlled using BMPs stiplilated in Stormwatcr Gc~ral Permit 
(NVRJOOOOO - MSW-243). l1lcse 1)1'01 1'5 address material haMlting procedures ,hul 

minimil.e e~posure of materials to slorm"'atCr; define spill prevenlion and response 
measures: identlry sediment and elUSIOn control measures: and describe physical 
Slorm_Ier controls. 

• 	 Water resources in the Project area an:: mooitored as part of Newmont'$ Water Pollution 
Control ~n111ts (NEV&6018 and NEV&60~S) and dIscharge permit (NVOO2172!1). Should 
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II bccomc: neceuaty to develop mitigation measures based on monitoring resul!s these: 
mitigations will be: coonhnatcd "'lIh NOEP and HLM and evaluated unda NEpA separate 
from this doI;:umenl. 

• 	 Annual .."«<1 surveys to direct ""ced eontrol efrons will be: conducted. Weed conuol efrons 
will continue fO!" the life-or-mine and reclamation period to reduce pot.ential impacts of 
new infe:stations. 

• 	 New activity at the proposed mille expansion will be avoided until current nesung season 
(Marrh I-August 31. 201 I) is completed. The nesl on the Vbta Pit highwalJ will "'" 
monitored and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) und BLM coordinated with 
regarding the nest prior (0 Ihe next bn.'Cding season 

• 	 Newmonl. in cooperation with BU.' nnd NOEl'. will evaluate tile stalUs of vegetative 
growth during a minilllulil of three full growing seasons following complction of planting. 
Fi nal bond release may he considered al Ihat lime. Jmerim reclamation progress at the 

Vista Pit Expansion Project area will be monilored as requested by the agencies. 

• 	 Reve~lation plan thai specifics use of nalll'C grass. forb. and sllrub species. Planting and 

seeding techniques will be coorum8ICd with HLM 

• 	 TIle lOp orOISAs will be: &radcd 10crUle undulallons and topographic relief to blend wilh 

surrounding UndistUrbed areas. 

• 	 \VlIere possible. Newmonl will direct-haul and place growth media on gnded areas that 
have been prepared to rect"i"'e growth media. 

• 	 Vegetate growth media S10ctpiles during fint appropriate season with a BUot 
recommended seed mixUlrt'. 

• 	 Reclaimed areas will he rolJllnely inspected 10 assess vegeullion cstablishment and the 
effectiveness of erosion control. Where wllmlnted. m:untenance will be employed 10 
promote vell;C'tation CSlllblishmenl and n:pair erosional features. 

• 	 All hazardous malerial SIOrage tan ls have §CCOIIdary containment sufTieienl lO hold a! least 
ItO pcn:t'nt o r the volume or lhc targ""t lank in the containmenl area. All tant5 and 
cOIltainmenl vessels lITe positioned on a containment surface designed \0 route any spilled 
material to lint'd t"OlIection areas. 

• 	 An Emergency Response Plan has been intplemented to address aa.:idcntal spills or 
releases of hvardous materials Lo minimil.l' health risk lind environmental efft.""CLS. The 
plans inc lude procedure$ for evacuating penonnel. maintaining ufety. cleanup and 
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neutralization activities. emergency oonUlCts. internal and external notifications to 
regulalOr)' authonues. and iocidc'nt documentation. 

• 	 All outdoor lighting fillUr~ will be installed in oonfonnaoce .... 11h the provi~ions of the 
Federal ErtcrxY RegulalOr)' Commission and the North Ameocan Electric Rehatllilty 
Corpor,Il}on. 

• 	 All lighting will follow the SWKlards for maximum IUm<'ns per acre OUtput as 
recommended by the Inlernational Dad-Sky ASSOCiation UDAl. unless other ~iula\lons 
apply. 

• 	 Alllighung fixtures over 2000 IUm<'ns 1"111 be fully shielded. based on the recommended 
standards by IDA for Environmental ZAlnc EI lighting. 

• 	 Uplighllng will oot be used except in case~ whet"l\ the fhlUre is shielded from the sl y by a 
roofoverhang or similar structun: and where the filture does nOt cause light to eJttend 
beyond the structural shield. 

• 	 To the extent po$siblc.lighting fixtures Will be low pressure sodium. 

• 	 Project lighting will take imo considera tion loca tions. lumi nary mounting heights. safety, 
and securi ty lighting structures. 

Mrasuru Ne wmon/ commas 10 opp/]Ing 10 Ih ls projul bostd Oll lh ~ 1997 Huord ofDecision 

Air QuofllY 

• 	 Ncwmont will continue t() monuor and control emissions. including fugitive emiui()ns. 
from sources at the mine sire in accordance with Air Quality Pernllt No. API04I-0723. 
Baghouses with control efficiencies exceeding 99 percent will contmue to be used on 
uist.ing factlities. incl uding Ilnte slOnIge SI I()!I,. conveyors. and crushers ..... hen: prlICuclll 

Other operatioll!i will continue to use ran dust systems and cyelOflCs 10 reduce emin ions to 
the atmosphere. Where baghouses are ImpDClical. control systems fOf" scl\:ening and the 
a.mveying circuit would continue I() use fugging water 5prIIys. Fugluve duSt from all 
dislurbed ~as and unpaved roads will continue 10 be controlled uSlna water sprays. 
chemical slabil ization. Of" other controls appro\ed b) NOEl'. 

• 	 Should cuhuntl n'SOUrtes be encountered durin, mlntnl operations Newmont will contlCl. 
BLM Immc:diarely. If NRHI' eligible sites or contnooUns elements are discovered wlthm 
the proposed Project area and cannot be avoided. they will be millg,lIe(! through a data 
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rttOvcry plan approved b)' BLM ill consullallon WIth the Slale U,storic Prnc:rvatlon Office: 
(SII I'O). (This bullet reOecl12Q11 standard opcratillg procedure). 

Nmil't Alllt!riCU11 Religious CUIlrl'rns 

• 	 Newmont ulldc:t'stallds Nacive American oooccms regardmg dISturbance: of human gra"es 
and will contilluc their prachcc ofuaining all scarf membcn that SUpervise grourld 
dlSlurbing ac:tivilir:s regarding requirements of the fedcnl Native American Gravej; 
Protection and Repamotion Act and sections of the Nevada Revised S1..IIU!eS Iddressing 
Native American gnwes. 

• 	 Newmonl will conlJnue to monitor disturbed and R'Claimed areas for invasion of noxious 
...l.'C.'d species. If such invuions occur. appropriate control measures (as R'Commelldcd b)' 
BLM alld Nevada DiviSIOn of Agriculture) will be implemented. Only no~tOUS ...ec:d-free 
sc:ed5 will be: U5c:d for R'ClamatiOIl purposes. 

Wmer Ht.fource.s 

• 	 H)'drologic monitorin¥ will continue to be performed to maintain a seasonal SUrfllCe water 
and groundwater chemistry database and to report an)' challging condnions ill surface 
waler now rates. groondwalcr levels. and WDlC'!' quaIH)'. Ncwmonl will continue 10 monitor 
water resources in the Project area in accordance with Water Pollution Control PermHS 
(N£V86018 and N£V86(35). 

• 	 After dewatering opeT1ltiomi cease and a pi' loke begins to devclop. water qualit)' sampling 
and analyses will he performed in occordancc with NDEI' requirements and Water 
Po ll ution Control l'em,it NEV86018. 

• 	 Newmont will continue periodic in5pCCtions of tho! Rabbit Creek dninagc to ldenlif), any 
occum:ncc of ~Icrated channel and bank croIiion or gullying resulting from dewatering 

discharges. 

• 	 Ncwmont will romplcte any necessary sl3bili1.Dlion ..::t'vi(~ for drainage pDthway, 

affected by dewatering discharge associoled With the Vista I'il Expansion Project 


Geolosy (lnd !lUnernb 

• 	 Dunng operations. stability analysis of the proposed Sonoma Heap Leach ExpanSion and 
the modified Snowstorm Leach Pad ....ilI be: completed on an annual bas,s . 'The m1ll,mum 
factor of safel)' for the leach pad slope de$igll Will he determined as pat! of the design 
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approval by NDEP!B;\1RR in accordance ,,;uh Water Pollution Control PennI! NEV860IS 
and in roonhnat ion " 'ith BU.I . 

• 	 The monitori ng program Newmont currently has In place for land subsidence. ~Iope 
fai lures. and earth fissures in the yicinuy of solulion.bc:aring f"",il ilies will cominuc to be 

used for 1h1! propo5oCd expallSion to the Sonoma Heap Leach Facility. 

• 	 If fos~11 dcJlO$11.$ an: located during ronSlfUCtlon. opemlion. or reclamation. measure wlil 
be taken 10 identify and pre!ieo·e the fossils. including Newmont contacung BL\1 
,mmediately. 

Soil 

• 	 Newmont will UK rontour ripping and .'oC~lrifying lechn iques duri ng rec!pmUIiOn of the 
Sonoma Heap Leach Facility expansion 10 minimi1.C compactiOIl and c1'{)'\ ion Reclaimed 
lIfCas will be visually inspected for now chunncls. dminage and erosion controls. and slope 
"ability unlil reclamation has linal approval Maintenance and/or correctiye mc:uurcs will 
be implemented. as necessary. during the monitonng period. 

• 	 To proteCt sage grouse that may breed in the proposed expansion 10 the Soooma l leap 
Leach Faciluy. an actiye leI;: survey Will be cunducled if construC1>On ach~oIJes OIXur 

between March I and May 15. 

Wildlife 

• 	 All recorded data from monitori llg of wildlife mortalities will continue to be submitted to 
BU.I and NI)()W If the heap leach pad or solution ponds cause increased wi ldlife 
monahlies. Newmont wi ll consult with HLM and NOOW to develop appropriate 
proteCtion measures to reduce or ehmlnate the problem. 

Monilonng Programs 

TIle fo llOWing sectIOn describes the monitoring programs Newmoot commits to Inlpk:mentmg 
dunng the operul1Q11al and post-operauonal phases of ,he Vist.a Pi, E~panSlOn Project: 

Air Quali,y 
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Emissions will til! monitored in at'Cordance with requlrt'ment5 imposed by an existing NDEP Air 
Quality Opcr:ning l'cmul issued for Ihe Twin Crt'Ck$ Mille (Ai'I04I-072l). 

1V1l1t" RUllurct's 

Water resourees in !he I-'rojcctllJ"ea are moni tored in acconIancc with Water Pollution Control 
Pamit NEV86018. 'The monitonng programs have btx-n dcvC'lopcd in conjunction ....ith NDEP 10 

address groundwater and surface Wiler. n.c purpow: of wlter monitoring is to rcpon changing 
conditions 15 mllllllg and ore pt"OCe$SlIlg operations are ~"OndUCted In tnc area. 

Surface Wiler qUlllty has been charw.:tcrized based on Jamplcs collected from 20 stream and 10 
spring localions. Springs and stn,:ams in the moniloring progrum are penodlcally sampled for flow 
and Profile I conslilUents. 

Groundw8ter has been characterized (Profile I) by samples from monitoring wells, dewatering 
wells, horizontal dlllins. and .sccIIS. S lUnpl ing frequency varies from quarterly (groundwater) to 
annually (de ....Qterinll) to OllCe every 5 years (rt'giona1). 

Additional monuor"lg wells for the expansion of Ihe Sonoma lleall Leach Facility may be 

required by NDEP and BLM and will be evaluated separately from this EA. 11K: location of these 
wells and frequency o f sampling will be determined dunng de~clopment of a Miligation and 
Monitoring Plan at that time. Water quality. groundwater levels. and surface ,,'11er now will be 

measured as reqUIred at desIgnated monitoring wells. spnngs and seeps. and surface water 
wuons. 

ReportS will be prepared by Newmant summari1.ing waler resource monitoring data collected. 
TllCSC reportS arc and will continue to be submined quarterly/annually to NDEP and BLM. 

Cultural resouR.."e inventories have been completed in the proposed Vista I>it Expansion Projcct 
area. No iiJ tcs eligible for listing on the National Register of Ili stonc Places will be affected. 
Unknown SIteS thai may be d i Ko~"red during propo5Cd surface disturbance activities or by fUllIrc 
cultural inventories will ei ther be a~oided or mitigated by Newmon! in accordance with Section 
lOti of !he National Historic ~rvation ACI. 

Paleomolog'C(l1 ResOtirus 

Paleontological re5O\l~e$ have not been identified within the Vista Pit EJo:pansion ProJCCt arc•. In 
the e~enl vertebrate fossi ls are discovered within the Projcct area dunng mining operations. 
Newmonl ""iUlIOlify the lH..M Authonzed Officer immedialely. Actions that will occur after 
notification include cessat ion of mining activitIes in the are. of di<oovery: verific~lion and 

II 



prchmirmry inspection of the discovery: and devcloprnenllimplcmcntat ion of a BLM_approvw 
plan 10 avoid or mitigate the fossils. 

Migratory Birds 

Land clearing and surface disturbance \OIill be timed to p~vent destruction of active bird IlI:StS or 
disturbance of birds during the avian breeding season (March I to AugUSt 31) 10 comply with the 
Mlgl11.101')' Bird Tn:aty Act. This ume fnune mDy be elttended or shortclled dcpcndillg upon 
evaluation of species associated with this habllilt. If surface disturbing activities v.ere PfOPOlS<"d 
during this time fmmc. Newmont 1I,.j1l consult with RLM and follOWing BLM survey protocols. 
Newmanl \OIilI h.,·e a quahfied biologIst survey areas proposed for disturbance to identify IICli"e 
nests or nesting activity. If active nestS are located. or if OIher evidence of reproductive activity is 
omen-a! (maung behavior. maung paIl'S. territorial defense. cllT)'ing IlI:Stmg material. transportIng 
of food. etc.). the area ",ill be avoided per BL\I guidel,ne$ to prevent destruction or- dislurbana: of 

nests until the birds are no longer prescnt. Avian surveys will be conducted during the breeding 
season no more than 10 da}~ and no less than 3 days mor to Newmon["5 actJvmes thai would 
result in disturbanct. Arttr such surveys are performed, and d,sturbance created (j..... road 
construction and drill pad development), Newmotlt will nOl disturb additional land during the 
aVIan breedmg season without fj~t ronducting IlIl()\hc'r avian SIIrvey (per BU.., guidelines) ,n 
romphance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Aet. 

r ot/-Closure MQrritQrirrg 

Groundwater monitoring associated with the Vista I'il 8:.pansion Project will be conducted in 
aa;ordonce wi th Water Pollut ion Controll'crmit NEV860IS and included as pan of Newmont's 
ongoing approved hydrologic monitonng plQIIS (Of the Twill Creeks Mine. Surface water 
monitoring win continue until vegetotion is estahlished ~ndlor ull ti l monitoring is determined by 
BLM and NDEP to no longer be necessary. 

Reclamation goals for mining disturbance.~ lin: to t ) Aabd'7.e the si te. and 2) establish a productive 
vegem""e community based on the designated post-nllning land uses. The goal of revegetation 
will be 10 a.:hieve lI!l close to 100 pelttnt of tnc perennial plant co~er of selectt."d comparison areas 
as poSSIble. l1le romparison. or re.ference. areas will be selected from representauve plant 
communJlies adjacent 10 the mine Site. teSt plots or demonstratIon areas or. as appropriate. 
represenlaltve ecological or range $11e Ik'scriphonJ. 
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