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INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND

Capital Improvement Projects:

“. . . capital improvements at the Lake Mead Nati onal 
Recreati on Area, the Desert Nati onal Wildlife 
Refuge, the Red Rock Canyon Nati onal Conservati on 
Area, the Great Basin Nati onal Park and other areas 
administered by the Bureau of Land Management 
and the Forest Service in Clark, Lincoln, and White 
Pine Counti es, and the Spring Mountains Nati onal 
Recreati on Area.”

Conservati on Initi ati ves:

“...on Federal land in Clark, Lincoln, White Pine 
Counti es, and Carson City, Nevada” 

Eastern Nevada Landscape Restorati on Projects:

“...in White Pine County, Nevada and Lincoln County, 
Nevada” 

Environmentally Sensiti ve Land Acquisiti ons:

“...within the State of Nevada.”

Hazardous Fuels Reducti on and Wildfi re Preventi on:

“...for the Lake Tahoe Basin (to be developed in 
conjuncti on with the Tahoe Regional Planning 
Agency), the Carson Range in Douglas and Washoe 
Counti es and Carson City in the State, and the Spring 
Mountains in the State, that are: (I) subject to 
approval by the Secretary; and (II) not more than 10 
years in durati on..” 

Lake Tahoe Restorati on Projects:

“Funding for the Federal porti on of the Environmental 
Improvement Program in the Lake Tahoe Basin”

Multi -Species Habitat Conservati on Plan (MSHCP) 
Development and Implementati on 

“…in Clark County, Nevada”

Parks, Trails, and Natural Areas:

“...in Clark, Lincoln and White Pine Counti es and 
porti ons of Washoe County and Carson City Nevada, 
pursuant to a cooperati ve agreement with a unit of 
local government.”  
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Since the enactment of the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act (SNPLMA) in 1998, the 
sale of Federal land within the Congressionally designated disposal boundary has generated more than 
$3.3 billion and funded over 1,000 projects in eight categories: 

SOUTHERN  NEVADA  PUBLIC  LAND  MANAGEMENT  ACT  DISPOSAL  BOUNDARY

SNPLMA DISPOSAL BOUNDARY



Renewable Energy/Sustainability:
SNPLMA encourages new faciliti es to 
incorporate sustainable and renewable 
energy features

Resource Protecti on:
SNPLMA projects protect vital resources 
through acquisiti on, restorati on, and 
hazardous fuels reducti on

Aff ordable Housing:
SNPLMA authorizes BLM to sell land at less 
than fair market value to State and local 
governmental enti ti es to support aff ordable 
housing development

Programs for Youth:
Many of the Conservati on Initi ati ve projects 
off er opportuniti es for youth and environmental 
educati on programs such as the “Don’t Trash 
Nevada” anti -litt er campaign  

Accountability / Transparency:
BLM tracks expenditures and accomplish-
ments and provides project data on the BLM 
- SNPLMA website for access by the public
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The work completed through SNPLMA during its fi rst ten years has made a signifi cant impact on the 
quality of life for those who visit and live in the State of Nevada, Lake Tahoe, and Lake Mead.  SNPLMA 
has created a successful legacy of lands acquired, projects implemented, and a healthier environment 
for current and future generati ons.  This 5-year strategic plan for the SNPLMA program will ensure a 
conti nued legacy of success by aligning the program’s focus on:

The Bureau of Land Management - as lead agency in implementi ng this statute - has joined with 
state, local, and Federal agencies to develop a unique partnership.  The voti ng members of the SNPLMA 
Executi ve Committ ee, Partners Working Group, and Category Subgroups review, rank, and recommend 
projects for approval by the Secretary of the Interior.   These partners also work together to facilitate 
the sale of Federal lands within the disposal boundary and to allocate and manage the proceeds with 
transparency and accountability. 

The SNPLMA program partners pledge to manage these precious resources with integrity, common 
sense, and in the public’s best interest.  This strategic vision for the future of the SNPLMA program will 
guide us over the next fi ve years in accomplishing our mission. 

Bureau of Land Management

PARTNERS

Bureau of Reclamation

Nevada Association
of Counties

City of Henderson

National Park Service

Federal Highway 
Administration

Clark County

Carson City

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Lincoln County

City of Las Vegas

U.S. Forest Service

Clark County Regional
Flood Control District

Clark County Water
Reclamation District

White Pine County

City of North Las Vegas

Southern Nevada 
Water Authority

Tahoe Working Group Lake Tahoe Federal
Advisory Commitee

Tahoe Regional
Executive Committee

Natural Resources
Conservation Service

State of Nevada

California Tahoe Conservancy

Nevada Fire Safe Council

Environmental Protection
Agency

U.S. Geological Survey U.S. Army Corps of Engineers





ORGANIZATION OF THE SNPLMA STRATEGIC PLAN
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The mission statement describes the purpose, at a 

high level, of what SNPLMA program partners are 

trying to achieve

Goals are high level directions for fulfilling the 

SNPLMA mission

Objectives are targeted areas of concentrated 

focus supporting high level goals

Sub-objectives are discrete actions that can be 

assigned to individuals or organizations to fulfill.  

They are more distinct in focus providing context 

and direction in support of the goals and 

objectives of the SNPLMA Program

Performance Measurement 

operates at two distinct levels: 

program performance and 

project performance.  Each 

should be revisited and 

reevaluated periodically.

Periodic reporting to SNPLMA 

management teams should 

address progress toward 

completion of the goals and 

objectives of the overall 

program mission.  This plan-

ning document should be 

revised periodically based on 

those program evaluations.SUB-OBJECTIVES



MISSION

Under the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act (SNPLMA), 

program partners facilitate the orderly disposal of Federal land in 

the Las Vegas Valley and manage the financial resources generated 

to acquire environmentally sensitive land and implement Federal, 

State, and local projects that protect resources and enhance the 

quality of life for current and future generations.
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GOALS & OBJECTIVES
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Support Local Planning
In cooperation with local governments, identify lands for disposal to support master planning efforts of the 

Las Vegas Valley

1.1

Reserve Land
Reserve land for public purposes and affordable housing

1.2

Manage Unsold Lands
Develop a strategy for management of smaller parcels 

1.4

Privatize Land
Privatize land in a manner that meets all requirements of existing laws and regulations and utilizes the most 

appropriate method of sale

1.3

Manage Revenue Responsibly 
Manage investments wisely and track expenditures for consistency with Secretarial funding authorizations

1.5

OBJECTIVES

GOAL 1
Provide for the orderly disposal of land in the disposal boundary in a responsible 

manner that supports local governments’ master planning while ensuring a fair 

market return



GOALS & OBJECTIVES
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Conserve and Restore Natural Resources
Maintain or increase the quality of natural resources and protect their ecological integrity and sustainability

2.1

Preserve Cultural Resources
Document, preserve, and interpret cultural resources

2.2

Protect Communities
Manage resources to improve the safety of communities

2.4

Enhance Recreational Opportunities
Responsibly improve access to recreational opportunities on Federal lands and increase the availability of 

local parks and trails

2.3

Promote Education
Improve the public’s connection with natural, cultural, and recreational resources with an emphasis on youth 

education

2.5

Promote Project Connectivity and Sustainability
Integrate projects across agencies and prior rounds that are connected and sustainable within their 

environment

2.6

Encourage Renewable Energy Development
Promote development of renewable energy production and ensure project funding supports green 

sustainable design and construction

2.7

OBJECTIVES

Conserve and restore the quality of the outdoor environment by preserving 

natural and cultural resources and enhancing recreational opportunities

GOAL 2
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GOAL 3

Develop and Refine Operational Guidelines
Clarify the roles, responsibilities, duties, and expectations of program partners

3.1

Enhance Processes and Procedures
Mature operations by documenting and developing repeatable processes and procedures

3.2

Program Management
Enhance program efficiency through adherence to SNPLMA requirements

3.3

Promote Partnerships
Create a foundation of lasting value by developing sustainable partnerships which enhance communication, 

coordination, and accountability among Federal, State, and local  governments and other program partners

3.4

Provide Outreach
Share the SNPLMA story and increase visibility by documenting and sharing program successes

3.5

Educate Program Partners
Increase understanding of SNPLMA duties and requirements among program partners

3.6

OBJECTIVES

Continue the SNPLMA legacy of collaborative success  as a model of program 

management through increased transparency, accountability, and effective 

governance
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The subgroup level eligible areas and strategic goals extracted from each of the category’s operati ng 
guidelines provides vision and directi on during project nominati on and selecti on. 
 
Conservati on Initi ati ves:
 “...on federal land in Clark, Lincoln, White Pine Counti es, and Carson City**, Nevada” 

Results in improved quality of natural and cultural resources and/or management of Federal lands.• 
Provides opportuniti es to involve, inform, and educate the public about the environment and • 
responsible use of Federal lands
Enhances partnerships in promoti on of cooperati ve conservati on.• 

Parks, Trails, and Natural Areas:
“...in Clark, Lincoln and White Pine Counti es and Washoe County* (Subject to Paragraph 4)) 
and Carson City** (subject to paragraph (5)) Nevada, pursuant to a cooperati ve agreement 
with a unit of  local government.” 

Provide new or improve existi ng parks, trails, or natural areas to meet the demands and changing • 
demographics of residents and visitors.
Protect or improve the integrity of environmental, cultural, historical, scienti fi c and open space • 
resources
Construct park, trails, and natural areas to form a more unifi ed system.• 
Ensure that the cost and value of investment is considered, well stated, and reasonable.• 
Encourage partnerships and collaborati on between project advocates, non-profi t groups, state • 
government, and other local governments to enhance other fi nancial and programmati c opportuniti es

Capital Improvement Projects:
“. . . capital improvements at the Lake Mead Nati onal Recreati on Area, the Desert Nati onal 
Wildlife Refuge, the Red Rock Canyon Nati onal Conservati on Area, the Great Basin Nati onal 
Park and other areas administered by the Bureau of Land Management and the Forest Service 
in Clark, Lincoln, and White Pine Counti es, and the Spring Mountains Nati onal Recreati on 
Area.”

Refurbish existi ng faciliti es and construct new faciliti es to:• 
Improve safety & environmental health at sites and/or faciliti es used by the public & gov’t employees;• 
Respond to visitor demand and/or changes in visitati on patt erns• 
Address deferred maintenance• 
Minimize operati ons and maintenance costs, and;• 
Protect the integrity of signifi cant resource values or improve the quality of the environment• 

* LIMITATION FOR WASHOE COUNTY -Unti l December 31, 2015, Washoe County shall be eligible to nominate for expenditure 
amounts to acquire land (not to exceed 250 acres) and develop 1 regional park and natural area 

** LIMITATION FOR CARSON CITY– Carson City shall be eligible to nominate for expenditure amounts to acquire land or an 
interest in land for parks or natural areas and for conservati on initi ati ves—

(A) adjacent to the Carson River; or
(B) within the fl oodplain of the Carson River.

APPENDIX A: SUBGROUP LEVEL STRATEGIC GOALS
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Eastern Nevada Landscape Restorati on Projects:
 “...in White Pine County, Nevada and Lincoln County, Nevada” 

The Eastern Nevada Landscape Restorati on Project Funding Category provides for acti viti es • 
which promote resilient and healthy ecosystems within the eligible porti ons of the Great Basin 
including planning, implementati on, research, monitoring, environmental analysis and associated 
documentati on, NEPA compliance, management, and delivery of programs such as, but not limited 
to: fi re management, fuels, forest, woodlands, rangelands, aspen and riparian communiti es, wildlife 
habitat, soils, and watersheds. Research projects must demonstrate a practi cal applicati on to 
management of lands in order to be accepted for considerati on.

Land Acquisiti on:
 “...within the State of Nevada.”

“...promote the preservati on of natural, scienti fi c, aestheti c, historical, cultural, watershed, wildlife • 
and other values contributi ng to the public enjoyment and biological diversity; enhance recreati onal 
opportuniti es and public access; provide the opportunity to achieve bett er management of public land 
through consolidati on of Federal ownership; or otherwise serve the public interests.” 

Hazardous Fuels and Wildfi re Preventi on:
“...for the Lake Tahoe Basin (to be developed in conjuncti on with the Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency), the Carson Range in Douglas and Washoe Counti es and Carson City in 
the State, and the Spring Mountains in the State, that are: (I) subject to approval by the 
Secretary; and (II) not more than 10  years in durati on..” 

“...to provide funding for development and implementati on of comprehensive, cost-eff ecti ve, • 
multi jurisdicti onal hazardous fuels reducti on and wildfi re preventi on plans of not more than 10 years 
in durati on (including sustainable biomass and biofuels energy development and producti on acti viti es) 
for these areas.” 

Lake Tahoe:
 “Funding for the Federal porti on of the Environmental Improvement Program in the Lake Tahoe Basin”

The Environmental Improvement Program (EIP) is a cooperati ve eff ort to preserve, restore and enhance • 
the unique natural and human environment of the Lake Tahoe Region. The EIP program defi nes 
restorati on needs for att aining environmental goals or thresholds and, through a substanti al investment 
of resources, increases the pace at which the thresholds will be att ained. Key to this strategy is reliance 
upon partnerships with all sectors of the community, including the private sector, local, state and 
federal government.  The environmental thresholds are defi ned as environmental standards necessary 
to protect the natural environment and to maintain public health and safety within the Region. The 
threshold categories are:

Water Quality• 
Soil Conservati on• 
Air Quality• 
Vegetati on• 

Fisheries• 
Wildlife• 
Scenic Resources/Community Design• 
Recreati on• 
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These sub-objecti ves give context and understanding to the goals and objecti ves they support.  Sub-
objecti ves will be implemented by operati onal leadership to produce measurable results towards achieving 
the program’s strategic vision.

GOAL 1: Provide for the orderly disposal of land in the disposal boundary in a responsible 
manner that supports local governments’ master planning while ensuring a fair 
market return

Objecti ve 1.1:  Support Local Planning - In cooperati on with local governments, identi fy lands for disposal 
to support master planning eff orts of the Las Vegas Valley

1.1.1 - Identi fy and track all available parcels within the disposal boundary and their status (e.g.
aff ordable housing, R&PP, etc.)

1.1.2 - Increase BLM’s parti cipati on in local and regional planning eff orts 
1.1.3 - Increase parti cipati on in the Southern Nevada Regional Planning Coaliti on  

 
Objecti ve 1.2: Reserve Land - Reserve land for public purposes and aff ordable housing

1.2.1 - Develop policy and procedures, in cooperati on with governing enti ti es and the State of Nevada, 
for maintaining SNPLMA R&PP and Aff ordable Housing reservati ons through the Southern 
Nevada Regional Planning Coaliti on Ad Hoc Working Group

1.2.2 - Upon applicati on, convey land to State and local governments for public purposes according to 
the provisions of the Recreati on and Public Purposes Act or the Airport Cooperati ve 
Management Area provision of the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act, as applicable

Objecti ve 1.3: Privati ze Land - Privati ze land in a manner that meets all requirements of existi ng laws and 
regulati ons and uti lizes the most appropriate methods of sale  

1.3.1 - Upon recommendati on of local governments, privati ze public lands within the disposal boundary 
at a fair market value

1.3.2  - Minimize costs to the BLM of adverti sing and sales by bett er uti lizing internet technology for land disposals
1.3.3 - Select ti ming and method of land disposal based on market conditi ons and legal authority
1.3.4 - Uti lize appropriate appraisal methodologies to value land for disposal

Objecti ve 1.4:  Manage Unsold Lands - Develop a strategy for management of smaller parcels 

1.4.1 - Identi fy parcels that are unlikely to sell and have not been reserved for other uses
1.4.2 - Engage local governments in the possibiliti es for legislati ve transfer of certain smaller parcels
1.4.3 - Collaborate with parti es that have reservati ons for assistance with monitoring, cleaning, and 

minimizati on of dumping
1.4.4 - Minimize dumping on vacant non-reserved parcels (e.g., increase community educati on, signage, 

berming and fencing of problem areas, developing and implementi ng an adopt-a-parcel program)

APPENDIX B:  SUB-OBJECTIVES
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Objecti ve 1.5: Manage Revenue Responsibly - Manage investments wisely and track expenditures for 
consistency with Secretarial funding authorizati ons 

1.5.1 - Employ the best practi ces of accounti ng and fi nancial management to track fi nancial resources
1.5.2 - Design, implement and refi ne an investment program that allows the greatest return within the 

constraints of existi ng laws and regulati ons
1.5.3 - Provide transparency to the public and to our program partners (e.g. BLM, NOC, Operati ons Budget)

GOAL 2: Conserve and Restore the quality of the outdoor environment by preserving 
natural and cultural resources and enhancing recreati onal opportuniti es

Objecti ve 2.1: Conserve and Restore Natural Resources - Maintain or increase the quality of natural 
resources and protect their ecological integrity and sustainability

2.1.1 - Increase or improve the resource base (e.g., habitat)
2.1.2 - Protect threatened, endangered, and sensiti ve species and their habitat
2.1.3 - Increase knowledge and understanding of natural resources and human eff ects on the environment
2.1.4 - Promote the value of science and research in conserving and restoring natural resources, and

promoti ng resource sustainability

Objecti ve 2.2: Preserve Cultural Resources : Document, preserve, and interpret cultural resources

2.2.1 - Restore at-risk resources  
2.2.2 - Protect the integrity of signifi cant resource values 

Objecti ve 2.3: Enhance Recreati onal Opportuniti es - Responsibly improve access to recreati onal 
opportuniti es on Federal lands and increase the availability of local parks and trails

2.3.1 - Protect or improve the integrity of environmental, cultural, historical, scienti fi c and open space resources
2.3.2 - Provide new or improve existi ng parks, trails, or natural areas to meet the demands and 

changing demographics of residents and visitors
2.3.3 - Construct park, trails, and natural areas to form a more unifi ed system
2.3.4 - Promote projects that are representati ve of the environment (e.g., Designs that are aestheti cally 

cohesive with the surrounding environment)

Objecti ve 2.4:  Protect Communiti es - Manage resources to improve the safety of communiti es
 

2.4.1 - Reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfi re 
2.4.2 - Improve safety and environmental health at sites and/or faciliti es used by the public and 

governmental employees
2.4.3 - Support resource protecti on and public safety through effi  cient and eff ecti ve Law Enforcement programs



APPENDIX B:  SUB-OBJECTIVES
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Objecti ve 2.5: Promote Educati on - Improve the public’s connecti on with natural, cultural, and recreati onal 
resources with an emphasis on youth educati on

2.5.1 - Use Public Lands as learning laboratories to help develop the next generati on of environmental 
understanding and advocacy

2.5.2 - Increase resource interpretati on
2.5.3 - Increase parti cipati on with school districts (e.g., Southern Nevada Agency Partnership Educati on)

Objecti ve 2.6:  Promote Project Connecti vity and Sustainability - Integrate projects across agencies and 
prior rounds that are connected and sustainable within their environment

 2.6.1 - Illustrate integrati on with projects from prior rounds and/or projects that promote integrati on at 
a regional level

Objecti ve 2.7:  Encourage Renewable Energy Development - Promote development of renewable energy \
producti on and ensure project funding supports green sustainable design and constructi on

 2.7.1 - Promote projects that encourage renewable energy constructi on methods (e.g., Designs that are 
green and LEED Certi fi ed, promote water conservati on, and that are energy independent, etc) 

GOAL 3: Conti nue the SNPLMA legacy of collaborati ve success as a model of program
management through increased transparency, accountability, and eff ecti ve 
governance

Objecti ve 3.1: Develop and Refi ne Operati onal Guidelines - Clarify the roles, responsibiliti es, duti es, and 
expectati ons of program partners

3.1.1 - Document compliance with mandated provisions in statutes (e.g., water study, Ivanpah miti gati on)
3.1.2 - Develop a comprehensive list of administrati ve and statutory requirements (OMB Circulars, 

Treasury Requirements, reprogramming requirements) 
3.1.3 - Evaluate if SNPLMA processes should mirror those of other governmental or Congressional rules
3.1.4 - Business rules should parallel that of other insti tuti ons (e.g., work plans and quarterly reporti ng) 
3.1.5 - Review membership annually, revising the IA and operati ng guidelines accordingly
3.1.6 - Adjust team membership over ti me to refl ect the geographic and programmati c diversity of the 

work authorized by SNPLMA 
3.1.7 - Review scoring, ranking, and voti ng process to promote integrity of project selecti on 
3.1.8 - Encourage the Federal agencies to have nominati ons reviewed by their Federal Advisory 

Committ ees (FACA) prior to the initi al submission for SNPLMA considerati on
3.1.9 - Conti nue the SNPLMA legacy by following-up with the acquiring agencies to ensure resources are protected

Objecti ve 3.2: Enhance Processes and Procedures - Mature operati ons by documenti ng and developing 
repeatable processes and procedures
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3.2.1 - Document all program processes including visioning, project selecti on, program management, 
metrics collecti on, and technology development

3.2.2 - Develop a “lessons learned” document for the 10-years of SNPLMA
3.2.3 - Assemble and maintain an accurate administrati ve record for each SNPLMA round

Objecti ve 3.3: Program Management - Enhance program effi  ciency through adherence to SNPLMA 
requirements

3.3.1 - Establish targets for yearly project completi on rates
3.3.2 - Increase on-site project fi eld inspecti ons (scheduled and/or random) including review of project fi les
3.3.3 - Establish a policy for periodic status meeti ngs between program and project managers
3.3.4 - Improve ti meliness of processing project modifi cati on request submissions 
3.3.5 - Improve implementati on of standard closeout procedures 
3.3.6 - Enforce project nominati on requirements and deadlines 
3.3.7 - Deploy and maintain an on-line applicati on for work planning, accomplishment reporti ng, fi nancial 

and project status tracking

Objecti ve 3.4: Promote Partnerships - Create a foundati on of lasti ng value by developing sustainable 
partnerships which enhance communicati on, coordinati on, and accountability among Federal, 
State, and local governments and other program partners

3.4.1 - Establish and maintain eff ecti ve communicati on and coordinati on between SNPLMA program partners
3.4.2 - Develop public and private partnerships on the Federal, State, and local level (e.g., Nevada 

Commission on Tourism, LVCVA, etc.) to promote public recreati on as an area att racti on

Objecti ve 3.5: Provide Outreach - Share the SNPLMA story and increase visibility by documenti ng and sharing 
program successes

3.5.1 - Maintain a user-friendly website to provide ti mely informati on to a wide audience
3.5.2 - Quanti fy and describe the accomplishments of the program, including examples that illustrate 

responsible land stewardship
3.5.3 - Promote statewide recogniti on of SNPLMA-initi ated projects such as “Don’t Trash Nevada” 
3.5.4 - Submit projects for nati onal and internati onal recogniti on 
3.5.5 - Increase visibility of SNPLMA through signage at sites that have received SNPLMA funding including 

making this a requirement in all project work plans
3.5.6 - Share SNPLMA best practi ces with special legislati on programs in other regions  

Objecti ve 3.6: Educate Program Partners - Increase understanding of SNPLMA duti es and requirements among 
program partners 

3.6.1 - Develop SNPLMA orientati on for new subgroup, PWG, and Executi ve Committ ee members
3.6.2 - Provide nominati on ranking process training to subgroups and agency staff   
3.6.3 - Develop a project manager guide of standard business processes.  Share with project managers in 

periodic training sessions and web-based outreach



APPENDIX C:  SOUTHERN NEVADA PUBLIC LAND MANAGEMENT ACT (P.L. 105-263), AS AMENDED

PUBLIC LAW 105-263
105th Congress
An Act

To provide for the orderly disposal of certain Federal lands in Clark County, Nevada, and to provide for the acquisiti on of environmentally sensiti ve 
lands in the State of Nevada.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representati ves of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ``Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act of 1998’’.

SECTION 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE. 

(a) Findings.-- The Congress fi nds the following: 

(1) The Bureau of Land Management has extensive land ownership in small and large parcels interspersed with or adjacent to private land 
in the Las Vegas Valley, Nevada, making many of these parcels diffi  cult to manage and more appropriate for disposal.

(2) In order to promote responsible and orderly development in the Las Vegas Valley, certain of those Federal lands should be sold by the 
Federal Government based on recommendati ons made by local government and the public.

(3) The Las Vegas metropolitan area is the fastest growing urban area in the United States, which is causing signifi cant impacts upon the 
Lake Mead Nati onal Recreati on Area, the Red Rock Canyon Nati onal Conservati on Area, the Sloan Canyon Nati onal Conservati on Area and 
the Spring Mountains Nati onal Recreati on Area, which surround the Las Vegas Valley. 

(b) Purpose. --The purpose of this Act is to provide for the orderly disposal of certain Federal lands in Clark County, Nevada, and to provide for 
the acquisiti on of environmentally sensiti ve lands in the State of Nevada.

SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS. 

As used in this Act: 

(1) The term “Secretary” means the Secretary of the Interior.

(2) The term “unit of local government” means Clark County, the City of Las Vegas, the City of North Las Vegas, or the City of Henderson; all 
in the State of Nevada.

(3) The term “Agreement” means the agreement enti tled ``The Interim Cooperati ve Management Agreement Between The United States 
Department of the Interior--Bureau of Land Management and Clark County’’ dated November 4, 1992.

(4) The term “special account” means the account in the Treasury of the United States established under secti on 4(e)(1)(C).

(5) The term “Recreati on and Public Purposes Act” means the Act enti tled “An Act to authorize acquisiti on or use of public lands by States, 
counti es, or municipaliti es for recreati onal purposes”, approved June 14, 1926 (43 U.S.C. 869 et seq.).

(6) The term “regional governmental enti ty” means the Southern Nevada Water Authority, the Regional Flood Control District, and the Clark 
County Sanitati on District.

SECTION 4. DISPOSAL AND EXCHANGE. 

(a) Disposal. -- Notwithstanding the land use planning requirements contained in secti ons 202 and 203 of the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1711 and 1712), the Secretary, in accordance with this Act, the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, 
and other applicable law, and subject to valid existi ng rights, is authorized to dispose of lands within the boundary of the area under the jurisdic-
ti on of the Director of the Bureau of Land Management in Clark County, Nevada, as generally depicted on the map enti tled “Southern Nevada 
Public Land Management Act”, dated October 1, 2002. Such map shall be on fi le and available for public inspecti on in the offi  ces of the Director 
and the Las Vegas District of the Bureau of Land Management.

(b) Reservati on for Local Public Purposes. --

(1) Recreati on and public purpose act conveyances. -- Not less than 30 days before the off ering of lands for sale or exchange pursuant to 
subsecti on (a), the State of Nevada or the unit of local government in whose jurisdicti on the lands are located may elect to obtain any such 
lands for local public purposes pursuant to the provisions of the Recreati on and Public Purposes Act. Pursuant to any such electi on, the 
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INCLUDING AMENDMENTS OF OMNIBUS PUBLIC LANDS ACT OF 2009 (H.R.146)



Secretary shall retain the elected lands for conveyance to the State of Nevada or such unit of the local government in accordance with the 
provisions of the Recreati on and Public Purposes Act.
(2) Rights-of-way. --

(A) Issuance. --Upon applicati on, by a unit of local government or regional governmental enti ty, the Secretary, in accordance with this 
Act and the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, and other applicable provisions of law, shall issue right-of-way grants 
on Federal lands in Clark County, Nevada, for all reservoirs, canals, channels, ditches, pipes, pipelines, tunnels, and other faciliti es and 
systems needed for--

(i) the impoundment, storage, treatment, transportati on, or distributi on of water (other than water from the Virgin River) or 
wastewater; or

(ii) fl ood control management.

(B) Durati on.--Right-of-way grants issued under this paragraph shall be valid in perpetuity.

(C) Waiver of fees.--Right-of-way grants issued under this paragraph shall not require the payment of rental or cost recovery fees.

(3) Youth acti vity faciliti es.-- Within 30 days aft er a request by Clark County, Nevada, the Secretary shall off er to Clark County, Nevada, the 
land depicted on the map enti tled ``Vicinity Map Parcel 177-28-101-020 dated August 14, 1996, in accordance with the Recreati on and 
Public Purposes Act for the constructi on of youth acti vity faciliti es.

(c) Withdrawal.--Subject to valid existi ng rights, all Federal lands identi fi ed in subsecti on (a) for disposal are withdrawn from locati on and entry, 
under the mining laws and from operati on under the mineral  leasing and geothermal leasing laws unti l such ti me as the Secretary terminates 
the withdrawal or the  lands are patented.

(d) Selecti on.--

(1) Joint selecti on required.--The Secretary and the unit of local government in whose jurisdicti on lands referred to in subsecti on (a) are 
located shall jointly select lands to be off ered for sale or exchange under this secti on. The Secretary shall coordinate land disposal acti viti es 
with the unit of local government in whose jurisdicti on such lands are located. Land disposal acti viti es of the Secretary shall be consistent 
with local land use planning and zoning requirements and recommendati ons.

(2) Off ering.--Aft er land has been selected in accordance with this subsecti on, the Secretary shall make the fi rst off ering of land as soon as 
practi cable aft er the date of the enactment of this Act.

(e) Dispositi on of Proceeds.--

(1) Land sales.--Of the gross proceeds of sales of land under this subsecti on in a fi scal year--

(A) 5 percent shall be paid directly to the State of Nevada for use in the general educati on program of the State;

(B) 10 percent shall be paid directly to the Southern Nevada Water Authority for water treatment and transmission facility infrastruc-
ture in Clark County, Nevada; and

(C) the remainder shall be deposited in a special account in the Treasury of the United States for use pursuant to the provisions of 
paragraph (3). Amounts in the special account shall be available to the Secretary without further appropriati on and shall remain avail-
able unti l expended.

(2) Land exchanges.--

(A) Payments.--In the case of a land exchange under this secti on, the non-Federal party shall provide direct payments to the State of 
Nevada and the Southern Nevada Water Authority in accordance with paragraphs (1)(A) and (B). The payments shall be based on the 
fair market value of the Federal lands to be conveyed in the exchange and shall be considered a cost incurred by the non-Federal party 
that shall be compensated by the Secretary if so provided by any agreement to initi ate exchange.

(B) Pending exchanges.--The provisions of this Act, except this subsecti on and subsecti ons (a) and (b), shall not apply to any land 
exchange for which an initi al agreement to initi ate an exchange was signed by an authorized representati ve of the exchange proponent 
and an authorized offi  cer of the Bureau of Land Management prior to February 29, 1996.

(3) Availability of special account.--

(A) In general.--Amounts deposited in the special account shall be expended by the Secretary for-
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(i) the acquisiti on of environmentally sensiti ve land in the State of Nevada in accordance with subsecti on (h), with priority given 
to lands located within Clark County;

(ii) capital improvements at the Lake Mead Nati onal Recreati on Area, the Desert Nati onal Wildlife Refuge, the Red Rock Canyon 
Nati onal Conservati on Area, the Great Basin Nati onal Park and other areas administered by the Bureau of Land Management and 
the Forest Service in Clark, Lincoln, and White Pine Counti es, and the Spring Mountains Nati onal Recreati on Area;

(iii) development and implementati on of a multi -species habitat conservati on plan in Clark County, Nevada;

(iv) development of parks, trails, and natural areas in Clark, Lincoln and White Pine Counti es, and Washoe County (subject to 
Paragraph (4)) and Carson City (subject to paragraph (5)), Nevada, pursuant to a cooperati ve agreement with a unit of local gov-
ernment or regional governmental enti ty;

(v) up to 10 percent of amounts available, to be used for conservati on initi ati ves on Federal land in Clark, Lincoln, and White Pine 
Counti es and Carson City (subject to paragraph (5)), Nevada, administered by the Department of the Interior or the Department 
of Agriculture; 

(vi) transfer to the Secretary of Agriculture, or, in the Secretary of Agriculture enters into a cooperati ve agreement with the head 
of another Federal agency, the head of the Federal agency, for Federal environmental restorati on projects under secti ons 6 and 
7 of the Lake Tahoe Restorati on Act (114 Stat. 2354), environmental improvement payments under secti on 2(g) of Public Law 
96-586 (94 Stat. 3382), and any Federal environmental restorati on project included in the environmental improvement program 
adopted by the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency in February 1998 (as amended), in an amount equal to the cumulati ve amounts 
authorized to be appropriated for such projects under those Acts, in accordance with a revision to the Southern Nevada Public 
Land Management Act of 1998 Implementati on Agreement to implement this secti on, which shall include a mechanism to ensure 
appropriate stakeholders from the States of California and Nevada parti cipate in the process to recommend projects for funding; 

(vii) development of a water study for Lincoln and White Pine Counti es, Nevada, in an amount not to exceed $6,000,000; 

(viii) reimbursement of any costs incurred by the Bureau of Land Management to clear debris from and protect land that is--

(I) located in the disposal boundary described in subsecti on (a); and 

(II) reserved for aff ordable housing;

(ix) development and implementati on of comprehensive, cost-eff ecti ve, multi jurisdicti onal hazardous fuels reducti on and wildfi re 
preventi on plans (including sustainable biomass and biofuels energy development and producti on acti viti es) for the Lake Tahoe 
Basin (to be developed in conjuncti on with the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency), the Carson Range in Douglas and Washoe Coun-
ti es and Carson City in the State, and the Spring Mountains in the State, that are--

(I) subject to approval by the Secretary; and 

(II) not more than 10 years in durati on. 

(x) to Carry out the Eastern Nevada Landscape Restorati on Project in White Pine County, Nevada and Lincoln County, Nevada; and

(xi) reimbursement of costs incurred by the local offi  ces of the Bureau of Land Management in arranging sales or exchanges under 
this act, including costs incurred under paragraph (2)(A).

(B) Procedures.--The Secretary shall coordinate the use of the special account with the Secretary of Agriculture, the State of Nevada, 
local governments, and other interested persons, to ensure accountability and demonstrated results.

(C) Limitati on.--Not more than 25 percent of the amounts available to the Secretary from the special account in any fi scal year (de-
termined without taking into account amounts deposited under subsecti on (g)(4)) may be used in any fi scal year for the purposes 
described in subparagraph (A) (iv).

(D) TRANSFER REQUIREMENT- Subject to such terms and conditi ons as the Secretary may prescribe, and notwithstanding any other 
provision of law--

(i) for amounts that have been authorized for expenditure under subparagraph (A)(iv) but not transferred as of the date of enact-
ment of this subparagraph, the Secretary shall, not later than 60 days aft er a request for funds from the applicable unit of local 
government or regional governmental enti ty, transfer to the applicable unit of local government or regional governmental enti ty 
the amount authorized for the expenditure; and 

(ii) for expenditures authorized under subparagraph (A)(iv) that are approved by the Secretary, the Secretary shall, not later than 
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60 days aft er a request for funds from the applicable unit of local government or regional governmental enti ty, transfer to the 
applicable unit of local government or regional governmental enti ty the amount approved for expenditure.’

(4) LIMITATION FOR WASHOE COUNTY -- Unti l December 31, 2015, Washoe County shall be eligible to nominate for expenditure amounts to 
acquire land (not to exceed 250 acres) and develop 1 regional park and natural area.
(5) LIMITATION FOR CARSON CITY -- Carson City shall be eligible to nominate for expenditure amounts to acquire land or an interest in land 
for parks or natural areas and for conservati on initi ati ves – 

(A) adjacent to the Carson River; or

(B) within the fl oodplain of the Carson River. 

(f ) Investment of Special Account.-- All funds deposited as principal in the special account shall earn interest in the amount determined by the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the basis of the current average market yield on outstanding marketable obligati ons of the United States of compa-
rable maturiti es. Such interest shall be added to the principal of the account and expended according to the provisions of subsecti on (e)(3).

 
(g) Airport Environs Overlay District Land Transfer.--Upon request of Clark County, Nevada, the Secretary shall transfer to Clark County, Nevada, 
without considerati on, all right, ti tle, and interest of the United States in and to the lands identi fi ed in the Agreement, subject to the following:

(1) Valid existi ng rights.

(2) Clark County agrees to manage such lands in accordance with the Agreement and with secti on 47504 of ti tle 49, United States Code 
(relati ng to airport noise compati bility planning), and regulati ons promulgated pursuant to that secti on.

(3) Clark County agrees that if any of such lands are sold, leased, or otherwise conveyed or leased by Clark County, such sale, lease, or other 
conveyance shall contain a limitati on which requires uses compati ble with the Agreement and such Airport Noise Compati bility Planning 
provisions.

(4) Clark County agrees that if any of such lands are sold, leased, or otherwise conveyed by Clark County, such lands shall be sold, leased, 
or otherwise conveyed for fair market value. Clark County shall contribute 85 percent of the gross proceeds from the sale, lease, or other 
conveyance of such lands directly to the special account. If any of such lands sold, leased, or otherwise conveyed by Clark County are identi -
fi ed on the map referenced in secti on 2(a) of the Act enti tled ``An Act to provide for the orderly disposal of certain Federal lands in Nevada 
and for the acquisiti on of certain other lands in the Lake Tahoe Basin, and for other purposes’’, approved December 23, 1980 (94 Stat. 3381; 
commonly known as the “Santi ni-Burton Act’’), the proceeds contributed to the special account by Clark County from the sale, lease, or 
other conveyance of such lands shall be used by the Secretary of Agriculture to acquire environmentally sensiti ve land in the Lake Tahoe 
Basin pursuant to secti on 3 of the Santi ni-Burton Act. Clark County shall contribute 5 percent of the gross proceeds from the sale, lease, or 
other conveyance of such lands directly to the State of Nevada for use in the general educati on program of the State, and the remainder 
shall be available for use by the Clark County Department of Aviati on for the benefi t of airport development and the Noise Compati bility 
Program.

SECTION 5. ACQUISITIONS. 

(a) Acquisiti ons.-- 

(1) Defi niti on.--For purposes of this subsecti on, the term ``environmentally sensiti ve land’’ means  land or an interest in land, the acquisiti on 
of which by the United States would, in the judgment of the  Secretary or the Secretary of Agriculture–

(A) promote the preservati on of natural, scienti fi c, aestheti c, historical, cultural, watershed,  wildlife, and other values contributi ng to 
public enjoyment and biological diversity;

(B) enhance recreati onal opportuniti es and public access;

(C) provide the opportunity to achieve bett er management of public land through consolidati on  of  Federal ownership; or

(D) otherwise serve the public interest.

(2) In general.--Aft er the consultati on process has been completed in accordance with paragraph  (3),  the Secretary may acquire with the 
proceeds of the special account environmentally sensiti ve  land and  interests in environmentally sensiti ve land. Lands may not be acquired 
under this secti on without the consent of the owner thereof. Funds made available from the special account may be used with any other  
funds made available under any other provision of law.

(3) Consultati on.--Before initi ati ng eff orts to acquire land under this subsecti on, the Secretary or the Secretary of Agriculture shall consult 
with the State of Nevada and with local government within whose jurisdicti on the lands are located, including appropriate planning and 
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regulatory agencies, and with other interested persons, concerning the necessity of making the acquisiti on, the potenti al impacts on State 
and local government, and other appropriate aspects of the acquisiti on.  Consultati on under this paragraph is in additi on to any other con-
sultati on required by law.

(b) Administrati on.--On acceptance of ti tle by the United States, land and interests in land acquired under this secti on that is within the bound-
aries of a unit of the Nati onal Forest System, Nati onal Park System, Nati onal Wildlife Refuge System, Nati onal Wild and Scenic Rivers System, 
Nati onal Trails System, Nati onal Wilderness Preservati on System, any other system established by Act of Congress, or any nati onal conservati on 
or nati onal recreati on area established by Act of Congress--

(1) shall become part of the unit or area without further acti on by the Secretary or Secretary of  Agriculture; and

(2) shall be managed in accordance with all laws and regulati ons and land use plans applicable to the unit or area.

(c) Determinati on of Fair Market Value.-- The fair market value of land or an interest in land to be acquired by  the Secretary or the Secretary of 
Agriculture under this secti on shall be determined pursuant to secti on 206 of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 and shall be 
consistent with other applicable requirements and standards. Fair market value shall be determined without regard to the presence of a species 
listed as threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

(d) Payments in Lieu of Taxes.--Secti on 6901(1) of ti tle 31, United States Code, is amended as follows:

(1) By striking ``or’’ at the end of subparagraph (F).

(2) By striking the period at the end of subparagraph (G) and inserti ng ``; or’’.

(3) By adding at the end the following: ``(H) acquired by the Secretary of the Interior or the Secretary of Agriculture under secti on 5 of the  
Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act of 1998 that is not otherwise described in subparagraphs (A) through (G).’’.

 
SECTION 6. REPORT. 

The Secretary, in cooperati on with the Secretary of Agriculture, shall submit to the Committ ee on Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate and the 
Committ ee on Resources of the House of Representati ves  an annual report on all transacti ons under this Act.

SECTION 7. RECREATION AND PUBLIC PURPOSES ACT.
 

(a) Transfer of Reversionary Interest.-- 

(1) In general.-- Upon request by a grantee of lands within Clark County, Nevada, that are subject to a  lease or patent issued under the Rec-
reati on and Public Purposes Act, the Secretary may transfer the  reversionary interest in such lands to other non-Federal lands. The transfer 
of the reversionary interest shall only be made to lands of equal value, except that with respect to the State of Nevada or a unit of local 
government an amount equal to the excess (if any) of the fair market value of lands received by the unit of local government over the fair 
market value of lands transferred by the unit of local government shall be paid to the Secretary and shall be treated under subsecti on (e)(1) 
of secti on 4 as proceeds from  the sale of land. For purposes of this subsecti on, the fair market value of lands to be transferred by the State 
of Nevada or a unit of local government may be based upon a statement of value prepared by a qualifi ed appraiser.

 (2) Terms and conditi ons applicable to lands acquired.--Land selected under this subsecti on by a grantee described in paragraph (1) shall be 
subject to the terms and conditi ons, uses, and acreage limitati ons of the lease or patent to which the lands transferred by the grantee were 
subject, including the reverted provisions, under the Recreati on and Public Purposes Act. 

(b) Aff ordable Housing.--The Secretary, in consultati on with the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, may make available, in accor-
dance with secti on 203 of the Federal Land Planning and Management Act of 1976, land in the State of Nevada at less than fair market value and 
under other such  terms and conditi ons as he may determine for aff ordable housing purposes. Such lands shall be made available only to State 
or local governmental enti ti es, including local public housing authoriti es. For the  purposes of this subsecti on, housing shall be considered to be 
aff ordable housing if the housing serves  low-income families as defi ned in secti on 104 of the Cranston-Gonzalez Nati onal Aff ordable Housing Act 
(42  U.S.C. 12704).

SECTION 8. BOUNDARY MODIFICATION OF RED ROCK CANYON NATIONAL CONSERVATION AREA. 

Secti on 3(a)(2) of the Red Rock Canyon Nati onal Conservati on Area Establishment Act of 1990 (16 U.S.C. 460ccc-1(a)(2)) is amended to read as 
follows: 

“(2) The conservati on area shall consist of approximately 195,780 acres as generally depicted on the map enti tled `Red Rock Canyon Na-
ti onal Conservati on Area Administrati ve Boundary Modifi cati on’, dated August 8, 1996.”
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