
CONSOLIDATED REVISED ROUND 14 RANKING CRITERIA 
Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act (SNPLMA)  

 

The ranking criteria that follow for the Parks, Trails, and Natural Areas and Capital Improvements 
revisions (shown below in blue text) were approved by SNPLMA Executive Committee during a meeting 
on July 18, 2012, for use during the Round 14 nominations for expenditure of funds in the SNPLMA 
Special Account. The ranking criteria for Environmentally Sensitive Land Acquisitions, Conservation 
Initiatives, the Eastern Nevada Landscape Restoration Project, and Hazardous Fuels Reduction and 
Wildfire Prevention were approved by the Executive Committee on August 31, 2011, for Round 13 and 
remain unchanged for Round 14.   

All of the above named categories as well as the Clark County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation Plan 
and Implementation (MSHCP) are eligible to nominate projects in Round 14.  The Subgroup for each 
project category, except the Clark County MSHCP, reviews, scores and ranks the nominations according 
to these approved criteria.  The MSHCP category ranking process is managed by Clark County according 
to a process outlined in a SNPLMA Executive Committee decision memorandum dated August 10, 2010, 
which amended the SNPLMA Implementation Agreement. 

 

PARK, TRAIL, AND NATURAL AREA CRITIERA 

I.  Demand: Provides a new or improves an existing park, trail, or natural area to meet the demands and 
changing demographics of residents and visitors. 

Factors: 
A. The project meets an unfilled demand or deficiency for parks, trails, or natural 
areas. 

5 

B. The project meets the need(s) of the target demographic.  5 
C. The project is unique and/or significant to the region it is or will be established 
in. 

5 

D. The project addresses, remedies or improves public health and safety concern(s). 5 
Total 20 
 

II.  Resources: Protects or improves the integrity of resources (community, cultural, educational, 
environmental, historical, open space and recreational) while addressing the quality of the human 
experience. 
 

Factors: 
A. The project enhances community, cultural, educational, environmental, 
historical, open space, and recreational resources.  

5 

B. The project helps protect existing parks, trails and natural areas, or other 
natural/cultural resources, particularly where urgent action is required. 

5 

C. The project utilizes a sustainable design, particularly with regard to the 
conservation of energy, water, and materials. 

5 

D. The project protects and enhances public health and safety, accessibility, and the 
quality of the human experience. 

5 

Total 20 
 

 



 
 
III. Connectivity: Connects parks, trails and natural areas to form an integrated and accessible system. 
 

Factors: 
A. The project enhances connectivity or access to a regional/local park, trail, or 
natural area, and/or federal lands. 

5 

B. The park, trail, or natural area is part of an approved regional or local plan. (If no 
formal regional/local approved plan describes the planning process.) 

5 

C. The project is a direct phase of a previously approved SNPLMA project, and is 
useable without future enhancements.   
The project is integral in creating a comprehensive system of parks, trails and 
natural areas. 

5 

Total 15 
 

IV.  Cost and Value of Investment: Evaluates, describes and considers the costs and benefits of the 
project. 
 

Factors: 
1. The projected deliverables, budget, associated costs, and phasing considerations 
of the proposal are stated and justified.  

5

2. Public demand/use vs. investment required (i.e., service area/radius, communities 
benefited) is reasonable and is clearly identified. 

5

3. The design or approach of the project minimizes future maintenance and/or 
replacement costs to the extent possible for the type of project. 

5

4. Has identified committed non-SNPLMA sources of funding or in-kind 
contribution in the development and/or implementation of the project (i.e., financial, 
volunteerism). 

5

Total 20
 
 

Total Possible Points 75
 
  



CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT RANKING CRITERIA 
 

Criteria 4A, 5A, and 6 are to be scored on a sliding scale.  All other criteria factors are scored at the 
maximum value for each factor. 
 
 
I. Safety:  Improves safety and environmental health at sites and/or facilities used by the public 

and governmental employees 
 
Factors: 

A. Addresses, remedies or improves an immediate safety public access and/or 
environmental health concern. 

7 10

B. The number of visitors and employees affected. 5
C. Addresses Federal accessibility standards compliance. 2 4
Total 14

 
II. Resources:  Protects the integrity of significant resource values or improves the quality of the 

environment: 
 

  Factors: 
A. Minimizes environmental or resource impacts.  4
B. Nature of the concern to resource values and urgency for action.  3
C. Number and significance of resource values involved including cultural, 

historical, natural and scientific values. 
 2

D. Provides educational value.  2
Total 11

 
III. Responds to visitor demand and/or changes in visitation patterns 
 

Factors: 
A. Corrects a deficiency in visitor services, or responds to deferred 

maintenance. 
5 

B. Public demand and public use vs. investment required. 5 
Total 10 

 
 

IV. Addresses maintenance and operation costs 
 

Factors: 
A. Operations and Maintenance costs will be reduced. 
Factor A is scored on a sliding scale: 6 points for short-term and 10 points for long-term 
operations and maintenance cost 

10 

B. Operations and Maintenance costs will remain the same. 5 
C. Operations and Maintenance costs will increase, but the project will improve 

an existing situation or address an immediate health or safety issue. 
3 

Total 18 
 

  



 
 

V.  Project is sustainable.        Points = 5 
 
Factor: 

A.  Project employs green principles, energy efficiencies in the design and/or 
reduces the carbon footprint for new or existing projects 

 1 point Project utilizes minimal solar lighting, minimal post-consumer 
products in the construction, or, does not require electrical power for 
lighting, water, or other alternative power sources for visitor/employee 
comfort. 

 3 points Approximately 25% of existing material or equipment is reused in the 
final design or will reduce energy consumption by at least 25%.  May 
include photo voltaic panels for outside lighting, security, solar 
powered radios, etc.  Suggest existing buildings/ new construction is 
designed to meet U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC) LEED Silver 
rating. 

 5 points Project will reduce energy consumption by 60% or more from 
commercial sources, eliminates the use of generators for the primary 
power, etc.  New construction uses photo voltaic, geo-thermal, wind or 
other alternative energy sources to meet at least 60% of energy needs 
and at least 40% of new materials are post-consumer or from 
renewable sources.  Suggest new construction is designed to meet 
USGBC LEED Gold or Platinum standards. 

 
 
VI.  Project costs will be paid in part by contributed funds from other sources 

 
 Has identified committed non-SNPLMA sources of funding or in-kind 

contribution in the development or implementation of the project. 
 
Contributed funds are scored on a sliding scale of 0 to 3 points 
0 points No contributed funds 
1 point Contributed funds are up to 20% of total project cost 
2 points Contributed funds are 21% - 40% of the project cost 
3 points Contributed funds are 41% or more of total project cost 
 

3

Total 3
 

Total Possible Points 63 61
 
  



CONSERVATION INITIATIVES RANKING CRITERIA 

I. Results in improved quality of Federal lands 
 

Factors: 
A. Protects cultural and/or natural resources.  7
B. Rehabilitates or restores cultural and/or natural resources.  6
C. Remediates risk to environmental health and/or public safety.  2
Total  15

 
II. Results in improved management of Federal lands 
 

Factors: 
A. Improves efficiency and/or reduces overall Federal cost in the management of cultural 
and/or natural resources. 

5

B. Advances knowledge of cultural resources, natural resources and/or ecological 
systems with a demonstrated practical application. 

4

C. Project products are useful and have a practical application without further funding. 4
D. Has identified committed non-SNPLMA sources of funding or in-kind contribution in 
the development and/or implementation of the project. 

3

E. Processes and/or results are exportable.  2
Total  18

 
III. Provides opportunities to involve, inform, and/or educate the public about the 
environment and responsible use of Federal lands 
 

Factors for Non-Science Projects: 
A. Promotes the responsible use of Federal lands.  3
B. Provides for increased utilization of volunteers.  3
C. Incorporates education about the environment.  2
D. Incorporates a public information process.  2
Total for Non-Science Projects  10

 
Factors for Science-Based Projects: 
A. Promotes the responsible use of Federal lands.  2
B. Provides for increased utilization of volunteers.  1
C. Incorporates education about the environment.  1
D. Incorporates a public information process.  1
Total for Science-Based Projects  5

IV. Sustains a successful conservation initiative  Points = 5 

  



V. Promotes cooperative conservation. (THIS CRITERION FOR NON-SCIENCE ONLY) 
 

Factors for Non-Science Projects: 
A. Involves individual citizen groups or organizations in the development and 
accomplishment of resource management goals and other activities.  

2

B. Encourages engagement of citizens, communities and others.  1
C. Addresses the needs of more than one Federal agency.  1
D. Involves non-Federal partners.  1
Total  5

 
VI. Project demonstrates sound project management and quality control measures 
 

Factors: 
A. Project goals and implementation processes are clear, achievable and demonstrable 2
B. Deliverables and implementation plan are clearly articulated. Deliverables 
are measurable.  1
C. Project demonstrates sound science and management techniques.  1
D. Project evaluation processes are identified.  1
Total  5

 
VII. Science-Based project address the following requirements.* 
 

Factors: 
A. Project responds to the priority theme and subtheme  
 1. Project responds to the priority theme “Watershed Function” and  
  subtheme “Vegetation Management.” 

5

 2. Project responds to another theme and/or subtheme from this round.  3
 3. Project responds to an emerging science need not identified in this  round. 1
B. Project is landscape focused with application to multiple agencies and entities with 
similar science-based information needs. 

5

Total  10
 
Factors A1, A2, and A3 are mutually exclusive, points are awarded all or none for only one of 
these factors. Factor B is scored on a sliding scale. 
 
Total Possible Points (For both Non Science and Science Projects) 58 
 
*Science based projects are defined as research modeling, and/or monitoring, including synthesis 
or data analysis. 
  



ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE LAND ACQUISITION RANKING CRITERIA 

 
I. Contributes toward preservation of a specially designated species 
  
 Factors: 

A.  Does the acquisition have a significant contribution toward preservation or recovery of one or 
more specially designated species present on the property? (Include both plant and animal.) 

 
6 

B.  Does the acquisition contain habitat which supports one or more special status species? 4 
C.  Are there one or more species present on the property that are listed as threatened and 
endangered?   

6 

D.  Does the acquisition contribute to creation, conservation, and/or preservation of biodiversity, 
wetland/riparian area or watershed? 

 
4 

Total 20 
 
II. Preserves a significant natural, aesthetic or scientific feature  
 
 Factors: 

A.  Does the property contain one or more natural, aesthetic, or scientific features?   4 
B.  Is one or more of the features in A above eligible for special designation?  (Do not address 
plant or animal species.) 

 
4 

C.  Does the acquisition make a significant contribution to preserving these values? 5 
D.  Does a specific management plan(s) exist for these resource values? 2 
Total 15 

 
III. Preserves significant historic, paleontological, or cultural values  
 
 Factors 

A.  Does the property contain one or more historic, paleontological, or cultural values? 4 
B.  Is one or more sites on the property eligible for a special designation? (Do not address plant or 
animal species.)  

 
4 

C.  Does the acquisition make a significant contribution to preserving these resource values? 5 
D.  Does a specific management plan(s) exist for these resource values?  2 
Total 15 

 
IV. Enhances recreational opportunities or improves access to Federal or other public lands  
       
 Factors: 

A.  Does acquisition of the property provide recreational opportunities on the values? 3 
B. Does the acquisition provide improved access to Federal or other public lands? 3 
C. Does the acquisition address a public demand for recreational opportunity or a public demand 
for access to Federal or other public lands? 

3 

D. Does a specific management plan(s) exist for these resource values?  1 
Total 10 

 
 
 
  



V. Provides for better management of Federal lands or better management of resource values  
 
 Factors: 

A. Does the acquisition provide for better management of Federal lands or better management of 
resource values? 

 
10 

B. Is the property an in holding in a specially designated area or does the property otherwise 
consolidate federal ownership?   

 
5 

Total 15 
 
 
VI. Estimated post-acquisition management costs (Pick One Only)    
 
 Factors:  

A.  There are no added management costs.  5
B.  There are added management costs but costs are offset by contributions from other 
entities or future cost savings due to consolidation of Federal lands. 

5

Total 5
 
VII.  Has the support of the State, local governments, other agencies, and/or other interested parties  
(Written verification of support but be included in the nomination to receive points.)   
 
 Factors: 

A.  Is the acquisition supported by the County/local government in which the property is located?  2
B.  Is the acquisition supported by environmental, recreational, and/or scientific groups? 2
C.  Is the acquisition supported by Fish & Wildlife Service Ecological Services, State Historic 
Preservation Office, or other federal, state or tribal governmental entities? 

 
2

D.  Does the acquisition further the goals and objectives of the County/local government land use 
plan or goals/objectives contained in some other official County/local government document? 

 
2

Total 8
 
VIII.  Other Considerations  
 
 Factors: 

A.  Would the acquisition prevent planned development or other incompatible uses? 5
B.  Have funds been committed from another source to defray the costs of acquiring the property? 2
Total 7

 
IV.  Is proposed Federal acquisition in Clark County, Nevada?  Points = 5 
 
     
Total Possible Points   100
 
  



HAZARDOUS FUELS AND WILDFIRE PREVENTION RANKING CRITERIA 

I.   Improves public health and safety 
 

Factors: 
A.  Addresses immediate public health and safety. 8
B.  Protects housing and other structures (treatments that are directly adjacent to 
structures/defensible space receive full points, projects farther removed receive 
fewer points).  

5

C.  Project is a current priority in the associated 10-year multijurisdictional fuels 
plan. 

5

D.  Promotes protection of water supply systems and source water. 3
Total 21

 
II. Considers cost-saving strategies 
 

Factors:   
A.   Describes measures to minimize costs while meeting all applicable laws and 
regulations. 

6

B.  Describes costs in relation to values at risk (e.g., irreplaceable historic 
properties, subdivisions, critical wildlife habitat) 

5

C.   Has identified committed non-SNPLMA sources of funding or in-kind 
contribution in the development and/or implementation of the project. 

6

Total 17
 
III.   Provides for biomass utilization and/or biofuels energy development and production activities 
 

Factors:   
A.  Includes funding to provide for biomass and/or biofuels energy development 
and production activities and demonstrates innovative methods for biomass 
utilization. 

3

Total 3
 
IV. Implementation Projects - Protects the integrity of significant resource values or improves the 
quality of the environment 
 

Factors: 
A.  Minimizes environmental or resource impacts. 2
B.  Reduces the extent or impact of resource concerns (e.g., overstocked stands, 
insect mortality of trees, disease outbreaks). 

2

C.   Improves habitat for and minimizes impact to species of interest and T&E 
species. 

2

D.  Avoids impacts to soils and riparian and wetlands areas. 2
E.  Promotes a healthy and sustainable landscape. 2
F.   Has resulting secondary resource benefits. 2
F.  Protects cultural and historic resources. 2
H. Includes broadcast prescribed fire. 3
Total 17

   
 



 
V.  Demonstrates sound project management and quality control measures 
 

Factors: 
A.  Project goals and implementation processes are clear, measurable, 
achievable, and demonstrable. 

2

B.  Project demonstrates sound science and management techniques in 
implementation and evaluation, monitoring, and analysis. 

2

C.  Project proponent has demonstrated capability to implement and complete 
previous projects on time and within budget. 

4

D. Project proponent has the capacity to implement this project in a timely 
manner (contractor and staff availability, no backlog of current projects, etc.). 

4

E. Is a phase or related component to a previously funded SNPLMA project (not 
including a PPP project)? 

3

F. Is the project multijurisdictional (is the treatment on multiple jurisdictions and 
shares resources)? 

2

Total 17
 
TOTAL POSSIBLE POINTS  75

 
  



 
EASTERN NEVADA LANDSCAPE RESTORATION PROJECT (ENLRP) 

RANKING CRITERIA 
 
 
I.  Project results in the improvement of landscape/watershed function 
Factors A1 and A2 are mutually exclusive, points are awarded all or none for only one of these factors.  Factor 1B 
is scored on a sliding scale. 
 
 Factors: 

A.  Landscape/watershed plan is completed or will be completed  
1.  Project has been identified in a landscape/watershed restoration plan.  
(Landscape/watershed analysis and restoration plan are complete) 

7

2.  Proposal is to develop or complete a landscape/watershed analysis and 
restoration plan.  

5

B.  Project planning is complete.  (NEPA is complete and decision is signed) 3
Total 10

 
II. Project maintains or restores native plant communities to reduce the risk of catastrophic events 
Factors A1, A2, and A3 are mutually exclusive, points are awarded all or none for only one of these factors. Factor 
2B is scored on a sliding scale. 

 
 Factors: 

A.  The majority of the project is within Fire Regime Condition Class (FRCC):  
1.  FRCC 2 (moderate departure from the natural regime of vegetation 
characteristics) 

7

2.  FRCC 1 (within the natural range of variability of vegetation 
characteristics) 

3

3.  FRCC 3 (high departure from the natural regime of vegetation 
characteristics) 

1

B.  Project is within Wildland Urban Interface (WUI). 5
Total 12

 
III.  Project will benefit existing restoration initiatives and/or projects 
Factors A1, A2, and A3 are mutually exclusive, points are awarded all or none for only one of these factors. The 
existing project does not have to be funded through SNPLMA. 
 

Factor: 
A.  Project will benefit existing restoration initiatives and/or projects 

1. Project builds upon an existing restoration project 15

2. Project begins implementation of a restoration project 15

3. Project is for planning of a restoration project/initiative 5

Total 15
 
  



Criterion IV:  Score the project under either IV.A. or IV.B. depending on whether the project is 
science-based or not. 
 
IV.A. Implementation of the project will lead to additional scientific information (Non-Science-
Based Projects) 

 
Factors: 
A. Project will lead to needed/improved scientific information on the design, 
implementation, and/or adaptation of landscape-scale restoration treatments 

5 

B. Project will provide useful effectiveness monitoring through an established 
monitoring protocol 

5 

Total 10 
 
 
IV.B.  Science-Based project addresses the following requirements 
Factors A1, A2, and A3 are mutually exclusive, points are awarded all or none for only one of these factors. Factor 
B is scored on a sliding scale. 
 

Factors: 
A.  Project responds to the priority theme and subtheme  

1.  Project responds to the priority theme “Watershed Function” and subtheme 
“Vegetation Management”. 

5

2. Project responds to another theme and/or subtheme from this round. 3
3. Project responds to an emerging science need not identified in this round. 1

B.  Project is landscape focused with application to multiple agencies and entities with 
similar science-based information needs. 

5

Total  10
 
 
V.  Project meets program and/or resource objectives noted in the White Pine County 
Conservation, Recreation, and Development Act as it pertains to Subtitle G – Eastern Nevada 
Landscape Restoration Project. 
   

Factors: 
A.  Sensitive or Threatened and Endangered Species Habitat 3 
B.  Wildfire Management 2 
C.  Riparian Communities 2 
D.  Aspen Communities 2 
E.  Soils 2 
Total 11 

 
 
 
 
  



VI.  Project promotes cooperative restoration.  
The term “governmental” in Factor 6B, includes Federal, state, local, and tribal governments. 
 

Factors: 
A.  Involves non-governmental groups, volunteers, or organizations in the 
development and accomplishment of resource management goals, education, outreach, 
and other activities.  (Nomination package includes documentation to verify external 
contributions. and budget reflects expected contribution).  Has identified committed 
non-SNPLMA sources of funding or in-kind contribution in the development and/or 
implementation of the project. 

6

B.  Actively involves and addresses the needs of more than one governmental agency.  4
Total 10

 
 
 
VII. Project demonstrates sound project management and quality control measures. 
 

Factors: 
A.  Project goals and implementation processes are clear, achievable, and 
demonstrable. 

4 

B.  Deliverables and implementation plan are clearly articulated.  Deliverables are 
measurable. 

4 

Total 8 
 
 
Total Possible Points 76

 


