
Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act of 1998, as Amended

Round 13

Eastern Nevada Landscape Restoration Project - Project Summary

Project Name: Bald Mountain Sagebrush Habitat Restoration

Nominating Agency/Entity: BLM

Location: This project is located in northwest White Pine County within the Newark Valley Watershed

County: White Pine County

Project Description:

The BLM Ely District will treat between 1,000 and 6,000 acres within the Bald Mountain treatment unit (51,000 acre unit) 
located in northwestern White Pine County to restore sagebrush habitat for wildlife including two key species, greater 
sage grouse and mule deer.  This diverse project area includes riparian areas, pockets of aspen trees, and upland 
sagebrush communities.  Both sage grouse nesting and brood rearing habitat will be improved by reducing tree density 
and improving grass and forb production, thereby increasing the likelihood of nest success and chick survival.  The 
project area is a major corridor for the largest mule deer population in the state, which migrates from the Ruby Mountains 
south through the Buck and Bald Mountains to Newark Valley to access crucial winter habitat.

Funding Requested: $730,190
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Eastern Nevada Landscape Restoration Project - Project Summary

Project Name: Mount Moriah Restoration

Nominating Agency/Entity: USDA FS

Location: Mount Moriah, thirty (30) miles east of Ely, Nevada

County: White Pine County

Project Description:

The U.S. Forest Service will complete a landscape assessment, associated surveys and a historical context on 120,000 
acres within the Mount Moriah area to determine existing ecosystem and vegetation conditions within the project area and
identify landscape scale treatments and management needs to restore these ecosystems.  The assessment and surveys 
will evaluate opportunities to restore native ecosystems, including riparian, sagebrush and aspen habitats and the wildlife 
that depend on them, and restore fire to a more natural role within diverse habitats.

Funding Requested: $497,000

Round: 13 Tab #: 2

Wednesday, May 02, 2012



Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act of 1998, as Amended

Round 13

Eastern Nevada Landscape Restoration Project - Project Summary

Project Name: Soap Creek Sagebrush Steppe and Aspen Restoration

Nominating Agency/Entity: NPS

Location: The Soap Creek watershed is located on the east side of Great Basin National Park in White Pine County, 
NV

County: White Pine

Project Description:

The National Park Service will implement vegetation treatments on up to 226 acres in the Soap Creek watershed, located 
on the east side of Great Basin National Park, to restore montane sagebrush habitat, improve riparian and aspen areas, 
reduce fuel loading, protect infrastructure within the wildland urban interface, and increase the quality and quantity of 
wildlife habitat for shrub dependent wildlife species of management concern.   The project will help to address the decline 
of Aspen and montane sagebrush steppe habitats across Great Basin National Park as a result fire exclusion and conifer 
encroachment. The confier encroachment has reduced sagebrush habitat by 60 percent and aspen habitat by 80 percent 
from historic conditions. The Aspen and montane sagebrush steppe ecosystems in the Soap Creek area were identified 
as a priority for restoration action with a high probably for success through the park-wide watershed analysis.

Funding Requested: $231,500
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Eastern Nevada Landscape Restoration Project - Project Summary

Project Name: South Steptoe Valley Sagebrush Habitat Restoration

Nominating Agency/Entity: BLM

Location: South Steptoe Valley

County: White Pine

Project Description:

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Ely District, will conduct vegetation treatments within 5,862 acres of the South 
Steptoe Valley watershed to restore and enhance sagebrush ecological sites and improve sage grouse habitat.  The 
treatment of these acres will address pinyon and juniper encroachment and reduction in herbaceous understory that have 
reduced suitable habitat for sage grouse and other sagebrush obligate species.

Funding Requested: $588,000
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Eastern Nevada Landscape Restoration Project - Project Summary

Project Name: Ward Mountain Implementation

Nominating Agency/Entity: USDA FS

Location: Ward Mountain, east of Ely, NV

County: White Pine County

Project Description:

The U.S. Forest Service will restore ecological communities throughout the 40,000 acres of National Forest Service lands 
within the Ward Mountain area to reduce the threat of catastrophic fires, floods, and to provide sustainable and resilient 
vegetation communities.  The Ward Mountain project area represents a snapshot of the loss of species and ecosystem 
diversity throughout the Great Basin as a result of pinyon and juniper expansion into sagebrush communities.  These 
conditions are the very ones described in the Great Basin Restoration Initiative, and the Eastern Nevada Landscape 
Restoration Project.  Restoring the vegetation communities on Ward Mountain will reduce the threat of catastrophic fires 
and floods to the residential development, east and north of Ward Mountain and to provide sustainable and resilient 
vegetation communities.

Funding Requested: $453,690
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