
Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act of 1998, as Amended

Round 11

Eastern Nevada Landscape Restoration Project - Project Summary

Project Name: Sagebrush Steppe and Aspen Restoration in the South Snake Range

Nominating Agency/Entity: NPS

Location: Great Basin National Park

County: White Pine

Project Description:
Great Basin National Park is a 77,180 acre park comprised primarily of the higher elevations of the South Snake Range. 
The park is surrounded by public land administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM).  Aspen and sagebrush 
habitats are important to the natural of the Great Basin. Both habitats have declined across the region due to fire 
suppression and exclusion and conifer encroachment. Conifer encroachment in Great Basin National Park has reduced 
sagebrush habitat by 60% and aspen habitat by 80% from historic conditions. Given the current succession trajectory of 
fire exclusion, conifer encroachment and annual grass invasion, both habitat types are at high risk of being lost from the 
landscape. 

Aspen and sagebrush ecosystems occur across jurisdictional boundaries. We propose to restore sagebrush, riparian and 
aspen habitat across BLM and NPS boundaries in several locations in the South Snake Range.  This proposal would 
restore 500 acres of sagebrush habitat, 25 acres of riparian aspen and 250 acres of upland aspen across jurisdictional 
boundaries on the BLM and NPS. These restoration actions would benefit pronghorn, bighorn sheep, elk, sage grouse, 
goshawks and migratory songbirds. A major goal of working across administrative boundaries is restoring connectivity 
between habitat patches, allowing wildlife populations to expand into new habitat. Additionally this project would reduce 
fuels on 111 acres of wildland urban interface along the park boundary and would convert 775 acres of fire regime 
condition class (FRCC) II to FRCC I.

Funding Requested: $542,230

Round: 11 Priority #: 1Tab #: 3

Recommended Funding: $542,230

Wednesday, March 03, 2010



Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act of 1998, as Amended

Round 11

Eastern Nevada Landscape Restoration Project - Project Summary

Project Name: Development of State and Transition Models Specific to Ecological Site Descriptions for White Pine 
and Lincoln Counties - Phase 1 for Major Land Resource Area 28

Nominating Agency/Entity: BLM

Location: Ely District

County: White Pine and Lincoln

Project Description:
BLM Ely District proposes to develop state and transition models for approximately 250 ecological sites on the district that 
are within White Pine and Lincoln Counties and complete this work in two phases.  This project, Phase 1, will coordinate 
with the USDA Forest Service Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) office to develop state and transition 
models specific to ecological sites within two of the four Major Land Resource Areas (MLRA) 28A, 28B, in White Pine and 
Lincoln Counties.  Phase I will take two years to complete models for MLRA 28A and 28B.  Future rounds of SNPLMA or 
other funding sources will be considered to fund Phase II, which would complete the district with models developed for 
MRLA 29 and 30.  

This proposal seeks to strengthen decisions regarding vegetation management actions in the White Pine County and 
Lincoln County portions of the BLM Ely District.  The recently approved BLM Ely Resource Management Plan (Ely RMP) 
recognized that “State and transition models are an important part of the watershed analyses.”  However, models are not 
completed for many of the vegetation types found in the planning area. Furthermore, currently available models are broad 
in scope and lack site specific applications.  The ecological sites within the BLM Ely District (White Pine and Lincoln 
Counties) for the four Major Land Resource Areas (MLRA) 28A, 28B, 29, and 30 are composed primarily of federal lands 
administered by the Bureau of Land Management – Ely District Office (BLM) and the U.S. Forest Service – Humboldt-
Toiyabe National Forest, Ely Ranger District (USFS).

This project would enable and facilitate effective and efficient decision-making at both the landscape and project level 
scale to a degree that is not possible in the absence of applicable state and transition models.  These models provide a 
framework to abstract and summarize knowledge about range dynamics and are a promising way to synthesize our 
understanding of rangelands.  Because they are more realistic and better able to describe ecosystem dynamics and 
management interactions than currently existing models, state and transition models have the potential to improve 
communication between scientists, planners, land managers and the general public.

Funding Requested: $388,355

Round: 11 Priority #: 2Tab #: 2

Recommended Funding: $388,355

Wednesday, March 03, 2010



Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act of 1998, as Amended

Round 11

Eastern Nevada Landscape Restoration Project - Project Summary

Project Name: Central White Pine Sage Grouse Restoration Project

Nominating Agency/Entity: USDA FS

Location: White Pine Mountain Range, Ely Ranger District

County: White Pine

Project Description:
The Ely Ranger District is requesting funds through the Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act (SNPLMA) 
Eastern Nevada Landscape Restoration Project to reduce encroaching pinyon and juniper trees in sagebrush 
communities, improve and protect important riparian habitats, and treat cheatgrass along roads within the central portion 
of the White Pine Mountain Range.   These projects will improve and/or maintain important habitat for sagebrush obligate 
species such as sage grouse, pygmy rabbits, mule deer, and migratory birds.  The goal of the Forest Service is to work 
cooperatively with other federal, state, and local agencies as well as non-profit and education groups to maintain and/or 
enhance these ecosystems on National Forest System Lands.  

The first component of this project involves the cutting of small pinyon and juniper trees that are encroaching into 
sagebrush habitats.  These areas provide very important sage grouse habitats as well as providing habitats for other 
wildlife species such as mule deer and migratory birds.  This component of the project will restore and protect the integrity 
of approximately 4,000 acres of sagebrush and mountain brush communities.

The second component of this project involves the construction of five riparian exclosures around springs and meadows 
in the project area, which provide important habitats for a variety of wildlife species including sage grouse.

The final component of this project involves inventorying, treating, and monitoring invasive weeds and grasses (ex. 
Cheatgrass) along the roads within the project area for three years to protect key wildlife habitats and vegetation 
communities.

Funding Requested: $360,250

Round: 11 Priority #: 3Tab #: 1

Recommended Funding: $360,250

Wednesday, March 03, 2010



Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act of 1998, as Amended

Round 11

Eastern Nevada Landscape Restoration Project - Project Summary

Project Name: Spring Valley Invasive Weeds: Inventory, Treatment, Restoration, and Education

Nominating Agency/Entity: USDA FS

Location: Spring Valley Watershed, Ely Ranger District and Great Basin National Park

County: White Pine

Project Description:
This proposal seeks to strengthen cooperative weed management actions in the Spring Valley Watershed across private 
and public lands by increasing inventory, treatment, restoration, and public outreach and education. Spring Valley, located
in eastern White Pine County is composed primarily of federal lands with the United States Forest Service (USFS) and 
National Park Service (NPS) administering high elevation lands and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
administering the lower elevation lands. Interspersed is a wide variety of private lands, primarily agricultural in nature. 
There is an active Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA) within the watershed comprised of local landowners 
with local, county, state, and federal agency partners covering approximately 1.5 million acres and seven HUC-4 
watersheds. 

Large areas both on public and private lands need to be inventoried and treated. In the past, treatments of public lands 
have been restricted to containment efforts due to the lack of funds needed to implement necessary control. This 
proposal will build upon a successful cooperative weed management program by increasing the inventory, treatment, 
native vegetation restoration, and public outreach and education in areas impacted by noxious and invasive weeds. Four 
tasks are identified for this proposal:

•� Inventory noxious and invasive weeds within the watershed
•� Treat noxious and invasive weeds using the appropriate method, including herbicide, mechanical, and biological 
treatments
• Restore native plant communities in rangeland and riparian ecosystems
•� Increase public outreach and educational programs about weeds in the local communities

This project will coordinate with area partners to analyze current databases to determine what areas on private and 
federal lands still need to be inventoried for noxious and invasive weeds, set priority weed treatment areas, initiate 
treatment and retreat as necessary. Inventories will be carried out by each partner on their respective lands and 
documented using the North American Weed Management Association standards currently used. Inventories will be 
prioritized based on know areas of weed infestation or sites that are sensitive to new invasion, such as riparian areas or 
along travel corridors.

This project will coordinate with area partners to analyze current databases to determine what areas on private and 
federal lands still need to be inventoried for noxious and invasive weeds, set priority weed treatment areas, initiate 
treatment and retreat as necessary. Inventories will be carried out by each partner on their respective lands and 
documented using the North American Weed Management Association standards currently used. Inventories will be 
prioritized based on know areas of weed infestation or sites that are sensitive to new invasion, such as riparian areas or 
along travel corridors.

Funding Requested: $370,413

Round: 11 Priority #: 4Tab #: 4

Recommended Funding: $0

Wednesday, March 03, 2010



Southern Nevada Public Land Management Act of 1998, as Amended

Round 11

Eastern Nevada Landscape Restoration Project - Project Summary

Project Name: Watershed Analysis of Newark Watershed and Associated Habitats for Special Status Species

Nominating Agency/Entity: BLM

Location: Newark Watershed in western White Pine County

County: White Pine

Project Description:
This proposal seeks to strengthen decisions regarding management within the Newark Watershed in western White Pine 
County.   This watershed provides an array of sagebrush habitat to meet the life cycle requirements of the greater sage 
grouse.  Along the western edge of Newark Valley are several riparian areas providing habitat special status species fish, 
the Newark Valley Tui Chub.  Because this watershed lacks a large human population, much of the sagebrush habitat is 
intact providing for many sagebrush dependent species.  Analysis of this watershed is essential in order to meet the BLM 
Ely District Resource Management Plan (Ely RMP) objectives to “maintain intact and quality sagebrush habitat” and 
“implement proactive and large scale management actions to restore lost, degraded, or fragmented sagebrush habitats”.   

The watershed analysis is comprehensive and consists of four parts: assessment, evaluation, determination and 
implementation.  Each part includes distinct deliverables. The assessment delivers information about the current situation 
through public involvement, reviewing past and current data, and gathering additional data to indicate vegetation and 
riparian system conditions, road densities, mining compliance and cultural information.  The evaluation compares 
assessment data to the Standards and Guidelines of Rangeland Health. The determination is a written confirmation of the 
findings in the evaluation and signed by the authorized officer.  Implementation consists of a strategy written to address 
deficiencies and recommendations in the evaluation that protect, maintain and restore watershed function.  A final step 
involves completing NEPA analysis based on the watershed recommendations involving habitat improvements, riparian 
areas, and restoration projects.  Bundling these projects together allows for efficiency and manages the ecosystem as a 
whole.  With this final step these projects are ready to implement with current funding or as additional sources become 
available.

Funding Requested: $386,837

Round: 11 Priority #: 5Tab #: 5

Recommended Funding: $0

Wednesday, March 03, 2010


