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          2                    1:00 P.M. - 4:00 P.M.

          3                         PRESENTATION

          4                            -o0o-

          5   

          6                MR. ROSS:  Welcome.  Good afternoon.  Thank

          7            you for coming to our meeting here at the

          8            Henderson Convention Center.

          9                I am Bob Ross, the Field Manager for the

         10            BLM Las Vegas Field Office.  The BLM of

         11            Las Vegas Field Office is pleased to be hosting

         12            this public meeting.  The BLM is here to listen

         13            to and respond to your comments on the Draft

         14            Environmental Impact Statement, the Sloan Hills

         15            Proposed Minimal Material Sales.  The BLM

         16            sincerely welcomes and appreciates your

         17            comments.

         18                And I want to tell you that one of the

         19            things that I was telling some of the people

         20            during the Open House session is that this

         21            Environmental Impact Statement is somewhat

         22            notable in that the BLM did not identify any

         23            preferred alternative.  And what that means is

         24            that all the alternatives are on equal footing,

         25            including the proposed action from the two
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          1            companies, all the way to the no action

          2            alternative itself in which no mining would

          3            take place.

          4                Again, this is a bit unusual because
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          5            Federal regulations require that agencies

          6            identify a preferred alternative if one exists.

          7            And I believe certainly in deference to the

          8            scoping comments, that everyone's concerned,

          9            the concerns expressed during the scoping

         10            period that BLM just simply does not -- we do

         11            not know what the best approach is, we have not

         12            made up our minds, we have not made a decision.

         13                Once again, your comments are extremely

         14            important today to help us make that decision.

         15                Just in terms of the meeting format.  I've

         16            got a few introductions.  We've got a brief

         17            presentation by Shonna Dooman up in front here.

         18            Then we're going to go over some ground rules

         19            and Melinda Jones, who you've already spoken

         20            to, is going to get up and provide those ground

         21            rules.

         22                In terms of introductions, we have Sara

         23            Moffat representing Senator Reid's office.

         24            Chauncey Chau-Duong, representing Senator

         25            Heller's office.

�
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          1                And we will be asking the electeds, or any

          2            representatives who are here, to speak first,

          3            the elected representatives.

          4                In terms of BLM folks here we have my boss,

          5            Mel Meier right in that back corner.  Mel is

          6            the Associate District Manager for the Southern

          7            Nevada District Office.  And my Las Vegas field
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          8            office is a part of Mel's district.

          9                We have Shonna Dooman.  Shonna is the

         10            Assistant Field Manager for Non-renewable

         11            Resources and also the Project Manager for this

         12            proposal.

         13                Melinda Jones, as I said previously, will

         14            get up and give you the ground rules.

         15                Also to BLM, kind of an important person in

         16            terms of doing Environmental Impact Statements

         17            is John Evans.  John wave your hand.  John is

         18            the Planning and Environmental Coordinator for

         19            this project.

         20                So once again, please, thank you very much

         21            for being here.  Your comments are very

         22            important.  You're going to help BLM make a

         23            decision, and we've made no decision at this

         24            point.

         25                I'm going to turn it over to Shonna Dooman

�
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          1            who has a presentation.

          2                MS. DOOMAN:  Hello everyone and welcome for

          3            coming to today's public meeting.  As Bob said,

          4            my name is Shonna Dooman and I'm the Project

          5            Manager for this project.

          6                The presentation should last about ten

          7            minutes, at which point we will start the

          8            public comment portion of this meeting.  In

          9            order to get there quickly, I'd ask that we

         10            keep the interruptions down to a minimum.  And
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         11            so if you have your cellphones on, if you could

         12            please turn those off or put them to silent so

         13            that we don't get too many disruptions, we'd

         14            appreciate it.

         15                Okay.  Like I said, I'm going to be giving

         16            a short presentation today.  And what this

         17            presentation is going to describe is what the

         18            proposed project is, why this project is being

         19            analyzed, and what some of the impacts that

         20            were analyzed in the Environmental Impact

         21            Statement are.

         22                The proposed project that we are discussing

         23            today is the Sloan Hills Competitive Mineral

         24            Material Sales.  If approved, this project

         25            would authorize the BLM to sell by competitive

�
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          1            bid mineral material contracts in the Sloan

          2            Hills area of Southern Nevada.

          3                If the sales are approved, the site would

          4            be mined for limestone and dolomite for use in

          5            the construction industry.  Some of the uses of

          6            this material are for road base, building pads,

          7            and concrete.

          8                The EIS analyzes the potential sale of up

          9            to 640 acres for these mineral material

         10            contracts.

         11                The proposed mine project is located in

         12            Sloan Hills immediately south of the Las Vegas

         13            Valley.  They are located approximately
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         14            2.9 miles southeast from the community of

         15            Southern Highlands, approximately 3.5 miles

         16            southwest from the community of Anthem, and

         17            approximately 1.2 miles southwest from the

         18            planned extent of the community of Inspirada.

         19                The BLM is responsible for making public

         20            lands available for the development of mineral

         21            resources, but must also take into

         22            consideration the environmental impacts of the

         23            development of those minerals.

         24                Several laws provide BLM with the authority

         25            to sell mineral material contracts on the lands
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          1            which they administer.  The first is the Act of

          2            July 31st, 1947 which is also commonly referred

          3            to as the Materials Act.  This act authorizes

          4            BLM to sell common varieties of minerals

          5            including sand and gravel.

          6                The Mining and Minerals Policy Act directs

          7            the BLM to foster and encourage private

          8            enterprise while mitigating adverse impacts.

          9                The Federal Land Policy and Management Act

         10            reiterates that the Mining and Minerals Act

         11            will be implemented, and directs the public

         12            lands be managed in a manner that recognizes

         13            the nation's needs for domestic sources of

         14            resources including minerals.  This act also

         15            establishes the land use policies and planning

         16            requirements for the BLM to manage Federal
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         17            lands, including the implementation of resource

         18            management plans.

         19                The BLM is considering the Sloan Hills

         20            competitive mineral material sales in this

         21            Environmental Impact Statement because we

         22            received applications from two mining

         23            companies.  Under the Materials Act and the

         24            Federal Land Policy and Management Act, BLM is

         25            required to consider the applications that were

�
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          1            submitted and to make mineral materials

          2            available on public lands unless it is

          3            detrimental to the public's interest to do so.

          4                Additionally, the BLM entered into

          5            Settlement Agreements with the mining

          6            applicants where we agreed to consider

          7            applications for the sale of mineral materials

          8            in the Sloan Hills area.

          9                This EIS is our mechanism to make the

         10            determination on whether the sales are

         11            detrimental to the public's interest and

         12            whether or not they should be approved.

         13                At the end of the EIS process, the BLM will

         14            decide whether or not to issue the competitive

         15            mineral material sales contracts.  These

         16            contracts would authorize mining operations in

         17            the Sloan Hills area.

         18                If the sale is authorized, the BLM will

         19            also determine what terms and conditions should
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         20            be placed on the contracts to appropriately

         21            protect the environment and to provide for

         22            reclamation of the site after mining is

         23            complete.

         24                The Settlement Agreement stated that BLM

         25            would look favorably upon approving the sales.

�
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          1            However, the Settlement Agreements also

          2            stipulate that nothing shall be construed as

          3            restricting the BLM's discretion in either

          4            approving or denying the sales.  And as Bob

          5            mentioned earlier, the BLM has not yet made a

          6            decision on these sales.

          7                If the mineral material sales contracts are

          8            issued, the Sloan Hills site will be mined for

          9            limestone and dolomite to produce construction

         10            materials.  Mining would occur using typical

         11            methods such as drilling, blasting, loading,

         12            processing, and hauling of both production and

         13            waste mineral materials.

         14                The mineral materials would be processed on

         15            site using a rock crushing and screening plant.

         16            Once the materials have been processed, they

         17            would be loaded onto highway haul trucks and

         18            transported off-site for use in the general

         19            market.

         20                It is estimated that over the proposed

         21            30-year life of the north site, that

         22            126 million tons of material will be mined, and
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         23            over the proposed 20-year life of the south

         24            site, that 74 million tons of material would be

         25            mined.
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          1                There were five alternatives analyzed in

          2            this Environmental Impact Statement.

          3                Alternative 1 consists of two proposed

          4            competitive mineral material sales referred to

          5            as the north site and the south site that would

          6            result in two open pit mines and associated

          7            facilities.  Over time, the two open pits would

          8            merge into a single open pit.  Each contract

          9            site would be 320 acres in size, however, not

         10            all 320 acres would be disturbed in either the

         11            north or south sites.  Each mining company

         12            would maintain a separate site for facilities

         13            and staging, and each would be responsible for

         14            acquiring the necessary water rights and

         15            utility rights of ways.

         16                Access to and from the mine sites would be

         17            via a new access road from the west that would

         18            connect to Las Vegas Boulevard.  This

         19            alternative is based on the original proposal

         20            for mining activities that was submitted by the

         21            mining applicants.

         22                The second alternative analyzed in the EIS

         23            is the sale of the mineral material contract in

         24            the north site only.  Under this alternative,

         25            the mineral materials in the south site would
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          1            not be sold and would therefore not be mined.

          2            All other aspects of mining would be similar to

          3            those described in Alternative 1.

          4                The third alternative analyzed in the EIS

          5            is the sale of the mineral material contract in

          6            the south site only.  Under this alternative,

          7            mineral materials in the north site would not

          8            be sold and would therefore not be mined.  All

          9            other aspects of mining would be similar to

         10            those described for Alternative 1.

         11                Under Alternative 4, the BLM would sell

         12            mineral materials in both the north and south

         13            sites to a single applicant.  The combined mine

         14            site would be modified from the plans described

         15            under Alternative 1 to include a single

         16            ancillary facility site, a single unusable rock

         17            storage area, and a single access and utility

         18            corridor.

         19                The fifth alternative analyzed in the EIS

         20            is the no action alternative.  Under the no

         21            action alternative, the BLM sale of mineral

         22            materials would not occur in the Sloan Hills

         23            area.  No surface disturbance would occur, and

         24            no impacts to the existing physical or

         25            biological environment would take place.

�
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          1            However, no potential economic benefit would be

          2            realized.

          3                If the no action alternative is selected

          4            the mining companies would not be precluded

          5            from submitting applications to mine in

          6            alternative locations on the land administered

          7            by the BLM.

          8                The BLM is not considering other locations

          9            because the applications that were submitted

         10            are for the mineral materials in the Sloan

         11            Hills area.  We are required to consider the

         12            applications that were submitted.

         13                Additionally, the BLM entered into

         14            Settlement Agreements with the applicants.  In

         15            these agreements, BLM agreed to process the

         16            mineral material applications for the Sloan

         17            Hills area in accordance with all applicable

         18            laws.

         19                The purpose of this EIS is not to determine

         20            where the best location for mining is, but

         21            rather to determine whether the Sloan Hills

         22            site is appropriate.

         23                Public scoping for the Sloan Hills

         24            competitive mineral material sales EIS was held

         25            from June to December of 2007.  During the
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          1            public scoping process, the people who provided

          2            comments raised various concerns which fall

          3            into these general categories:  Air quality,
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          4            noise, water supply, visual and lighting

          5            impacts, increased local traffic, vibrations

          6            from blasting, and impacts to property values.

          7                Analysis of these areas of concern can be

          8            found in Chapter 4 of the EIS on the pages

          9            listed.  Posters on these topics are also

         10            available for review at this meeting and on our

         11            website.

         12                In addition to the issues identified by the

         13            public during the scoping process, BLM

         14            conducted internal scoping and contacted other

         15            agencies for additional input.  These

         16            additional issues included impacts to the soil,

         17            impacts on vegetation and wildlife habitat,

         18            impacts on the Desert Tortoise, impacts on

         19            special management areas such as the Sloan

         20            Canyon National Conservation area and the North

         21            McCullough Wilderness, impacts on recreation,

         22            the cumulative impacts of all the other action

         23            in the area, and the potential economic

         24            benefits of mining project.

         25                The public comment period and these
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          1            meetings are your opportunity to tell us if you

          2            believe we did not fully analyze a specific

          3            impact, if you have additional information that

          4            would affect the analysis of an impact, or if

          5            you believe we missed an impact all together.

          6                Your comments, questions and concerns are
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          7            critical to the environment review process on

          8            this project, and we look forward to hearing

          9            from all of you.

         10                We will take all of your comments and

         11            questions and incorporate them into the final

         12            EIS which is scheduled to be released in

         13            January of 2013.  Your input will help us make

         14            the best decision on whether or not to approve

         15            this project.  Please remember that the public

         16            comment period ends on December 5th.

         17                This concludes my presentation today.  I

         18            would once again like to thank everyone for

         19            coming and I'm really happy to see that you

         20            guys have this much interest in this project.

         21                The formal public hearing will begin

         22            shortly, and I'm now going to hand the meeting

         23            over to the facilitator who will introduce the

         24            procedures for making public comments.  Thank

         25            you.

�
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          1                MS. JONES:  Once again, I just want to

          2            mention that the posters that were shown

          3            earlier on the screen and also located in the

          4            back of the room are available on the BLM

          5            website.  We do have copies of the Draft EIS in

          6            the back of the room if you're interested in

          7            taking one of those home with you.  It's also

          8            available on the website, as well.

          9                For those of you that are registered to
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         10            make a public comment at today's meeting, we'll

         11            be calling you shortly.  We will be asking Sara

         12            Moffat of Senator Reid's office to make her

         13            comments first.  Comments from the general

         14            public will then follow.

         15                Speakers will be called in the order that

         16            their speaker comment cards were received.  I

         17            will call three speakers at a time.  A speaker

         18            waiting area is set up next to the podium, and

         19            I think Shonna and Bob, you're going to be on

         20            the stage, correct?

         21                MR. ROSS:  We will be handy.

         22                MS. JONES:  So these seats will be

         23            available for you guys.  So once I call your

         24            name, please come up to the front.  I will then

         25            call -- after the first person has spoken, I

�
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          1            will then call an additional name and we'll

          2            continue that process until everyone has had an

          3            opportunity to speak, so there will always be

          4            speakers in the waiting room.

          5                We ask that you please move to the front of

          6            the room when your name is called.

          7                Each speaker is asked to limit their

          8            comments to three minutes.  A timer will be

          9            provided on the presentation screen.

         10            Additionally, a meeting facilitator will flash

         11            a green card for the first two minutes of your

         12            comment period, followed by a yellow card for
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         13            the remaining minute, and then a red card when

         14            the three minutes is over.  Please note at the

         15            end of your three-minute time, your microphone

         16            may be turned off.

         17                In order to give as many people the

         18            opportunity to speak at today's meeting, we

         19            cannot allow you to give your unused time to

         20            another commenter.  If you run out of time for

         21            your comment, you are encouraged to sign up

         22            again.  If you sign up to make a second

         23            comment, you will be called in the order in

         24            which it was received.

         25                There is also a second court reporter

�
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          1            available throughout the whole comment session,

          2            so if you do not wish to speak publicly or are

          3            unable to wait until your name is called, they

          4            are available.  The court reporter is located

          5            in the far back corner of the room.

          6                Just as a reminder, please note that we

          7            will not be responding to comments or questions

          8            during the public comment portion of this

          9            meeting.

         10                Written comments may also be submitted in

         11            the boxes provided at the back of the room

         12            through e-mail, by fax, or by mailing your

         13            comment to the address provided on the comment

         14            form.

         15                We have provided a handout at the sign-in
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         16            table with the necessary information for you to

         17            provide a written comment.  If you did not

         18            receive one when you signed in, please be sure

         19            to pick one up at the end of the meeting.

         20                At the close of the Draft EIS public

         21            comment period, the BLM will gather all written

         22            and oral comments.  These comments will be

         23            addressed and considered during the final EIS

         24            process.

         25                You must postmark your comments by
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          1            December 5th, 2011 in order for them to be

          2            considered in the final EIS.

          3                We will begin the formal hearing portion,

          4            public hearing portion of the meeting at 2:30.

          5            It's approximately 2:20 right now.  So if you

          6            have not had a chance to fill out your speaker

          7            comment form and wish to do so, please move to

          8            the back of the room and fill one out and give

          9            that to the individuals at the back.  That is

         10            all.  So we have about ten minutes.  If you

         11            would like to fill out a speaker comment form,

         12            please do so and we'll get started at 2:30.

         13   (Recess taken.)

         14                MS. JONES:  All right.  I have 2:30 on my

         15            watch.  I think we'll go ahead and get started.

         16            In just a minute I will call you, Sara, but in

         17            the meantime I would like to call the next

         18            three public speakers.  I have Jim Furse, Donna
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         19            Dickey, and Aletta Waterhouse.  If you wouldn't

         20            mind coming up here in these chairs, that would

         21            be great.

         22                When you approach the podium, if you would

         23            please state your name and spell it for the

         24            court reporter, that would be appreciated.

         25            Sara Moffat.

�
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          1                    PUBLIC COMMENT SESSION

          2                            -o0o-

          3   

          4                MS. MOFFAT:  Thank you very much.  My name

          5            is Sara Moffat -- S-a-r-a, M-o-f-f-a-t -- and I

          6            am the Energy and Public Lands Regional

          7            Representative for Senator Harry Reid's office.

          8            I'm going to be pretty brief because I want to

          9            make sure that everybody else gets their time

         10            to speak.  But I have a letter from Senator

         11            Reid to present to you today.

         12                It's directed towards Robert Ross.  "Dear

         13            Mr. Ross.  I write today to encourage you to

         14            choose the no action alternative in the Sloan

         15            Hills Draft Environmental Impact Statement and

         16            deny the permit for the proposed Sloan Hills

         17            gravel pit.

         18                As you know, the Settlement Agreement that

         19            prompted the CIS requires the BLM to consider

         20            the proposed sale.  However, nothing in that

         21            agreement restricts the BLM's discretion to
Page 17



MEET1101.txt

         22            deny the permit for the proposed gravel pit and

         23            protect the health and safety of local

         24            residents.

         25                For nearly a decade the controversial Sloan
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          1            Hills Project has generated overwhelming

          2            opposition.  I have heard from thousands of

          3            Nevadans who are up in arms over the proposed

          4            gravel mine.

          5                In response to the public outcry and my

          6            commitment to protecting public health and

          7            safety, I have introduced the Sloan Hills

          8            Withdrawal Act in the 111th Congress and the in

          9            112th Congress to permanently prevent

         10            development of the proposed gravel pit.

         11                I continue to work with the Nevada

         12            Congressional Delegation and my colleagues on

         13            the Energy and National Resources Committee to

         14            find a path towards passing this bill.

         15                The BLM should heed the unified public

         16            opposition and administratively put an end to

         17            this risky project.  The proposed mine

         18            operations outlined in the Draft EIS would have

         19            significant and unacceptable impact on the

         20            quality of life and general health of the

         21            13,000 residents in the nearby Henderson

         22            community.

         23                If the pit is approved -- or if the permit

         24            is approved, the mining operations would blast
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         25            rock, crush gravel, pick up dust and consume
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          1            precious water resources up to 24 hours a day

          2            every day for 30 years.  Mined aggregate

          3            materials will also have to be hauled off-site.

          4            The BLM estimates that at full production, the

          5            Sloan Hills gravel pit may require up to

          6            312,500 truck trips per year.  That is the

          7            equivalent of more than 35 trucks per hour

          8            leaving the site and entering Interstate 15.

          9                Southern Nevadans are justifiably worried

         10            that this project will further reduce their

         11            home values, harm their health, and impact

         12            their overall quality of life.

         13                Most troublesome to nearby residents are

         14            large clouds of fine particulate matter that

         15            would be generated by mining and trucking

         16            activities at the gravel pit.

         17                The dust pollution kicked up by the

         18            proposed gravel operations could exacerbate air

         19            quality challenges in the Las Vegas Valley, and

         20            is potentially harmful for the nearby

         21            age-restricted communities, home to many

         22            seniors already suffering from respiratory

         23            problems.

         24                Putting an end to the Sloan Hills gravel

         25            pit is important to me and to all of Southern

�
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          1            Nevadans, but is especially important to the

          2            thousands of people living in communities near

          3            the proposed mine site.

          4                I understand that the BLM must complete its

          5            environmental analysis process and make a final

          6            decision, taking into account the

          7            environmental, health, and safety impacts the

          8            project would have in nearby communities.  I

          9            encourage you to take these unacceptable and

         10            easily avoided impacts into consideration and

         11            deny the permit for the Sloan Hills gravel pit.

         12                If you have any questions, please contact

         13            me or my staff.  I appreciate your attention to

         14            and consideration of these comments.  Thank

         15            you."

         16                MR. ROSS:  Thank you.

         17                MS. JONES:  Michael Waterhouse, join us in

         18            the waiting area.  Thank you.

         19                MR. FURSE:  My name is Jim Furse,

         20            F-u-r-s-e.  My wife and I live in Anthem, which

         21            is the community in western Henderson.  We look

         22            out our windows and can see the Sloan

         23            intersection and the broad surrounding area

         24            very clearly, so we have more than a passing

         25            interest in the proposed large-scale mining
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          1            excavation and processing operations at the
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          2            proposed mine.

          3                This project was proposed several years ago

          4            when conditions were much different, when the

          5            area involved was essentially rural in nature.

          6            Conditions have changed dramatically since.

          7                We understand that some projects of this

          8            nature are needed, we just do not believe that

          9            this one should still be considered when now

         10            located at the edge is a large urban and

         11            growing community.

         12                The Draft Environmental Impact Statement

         13            addresses issues ranging from the benefits of

         14            revenues from selling mined materials on the

         15            one hand to the various negative details from

         16            blasting, dust and so on.  Others, I'm sure,

         17            will address those specifics in great detail

         18            either here or in writing.

         19                We expect that BLM is conducting this EIS

         20            evaluation using its standard procedures, the

         21            process that appears to be the same for remote

         22            areas as it is here as if the proposed location

         23            was not conflicting with the large, modern, and

         24            growing urban community.

         25                We, as most of our neighbors, are

�
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          1            relatively new residents of Henderson.  Most of

          2            us have migrated here from communities that are

          3            not bordered by Federal lands.  We are fully

          4            aware that in our former communities local
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          5            jurisdictions and people in those jurisdictions

          6            have more influence on local land use

          7            decisions.

          8                With respect to our situation here, just

          9            because we are bordered by Federal lands

         10            managed by the BLM, that should not make us

         11            second class citizens.  As such, we certainly

         12            agree with the comments just presented from

         13            Senator Reid's office.

         14                MR. ROSS:  Thank you.

         15                MS. JONES:  Tom Wallace.  Mr. Wallace,

         16            please join us in the waiting area.

         17                MS. DICKEY:  Hello.  My name is Donna

         18            Dickey, D-o-n-n-a, D-i-c-k-e-y.  I'm with the

         19            Sun City Anthem Task Force.  I'd like to just

         20            ask a couple of questions.  I understand you do

         21            not answer them, but they're for your

         22            consideration.

         23                Does the BLM vet the applicants with regard

         24            to their adherence to the EPA regulations?  And

         25            what is our recourse if they violate safety

�
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          1            standards?

          2                Because of the 1,200 truck trips a day with

          3            heavy tonnage, our roads will take a beating.

          4            Who is responsible for maintaining and

          5            repairing the heavy impact on our public roads?

          6                And this is on Page 214.  Is the Bernabob

          7            Well and the water permits the applicant *Senex

Page 22



MEET1101.txt
          8            pulls to divert water from the Las Vegas

          9            Valley's groundwater basin enough for the

         10            duration of the project, or will more water be

         11            accessed in the future?  Will underground water

         12            or the aquifer be tapped?  Those are for

         13            consideration.  Now I'd like to make a comment

         14            on water.

         15                A remark was made to me some years ago that

         16            the water we drink now is the same water the

         17            dinosaurs drank.  Water is a finite resource.

         18            What we have now is all we're going to get, and

         19            we have to be careful stewards of its use.

         20            Living in the desert with water a scarce

         21            commodity, we have to be extra mindful of its

         22            consumption.

         23                The Sloan Hills open pit mine would use

         24            billions of gallons of ground water for its

         25            almost 30-year operation.  Even though you
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          1            state the intention that 80 percent would be

          2            recycled, this would not be potable or

          3            drinkable water.

          4                We as residents are asked to carefully

          5            monitor our water usage by adhering to water

          6            schedules, planting drought resistant plants,

          7            not washing sidewalks and driveways, et cetera.

          8            Because of population needs in the Valley, our

          9            Water District is constantly talking about

         10            diverting water from Lincoln and northern

Page 23



MEET1101.txt
         11            counties in Nevada for our use.

         12                How can you ask the residents of this

         13            Valley to conserve this precious commodity and

         14            then turn around and allow mining companies to

         15            use an exorbitant amount of this scarce

         16            resource?  Thank you.

         17                MR. ROSS:  Thank you.

         18                MRS. WATERHOUSE:  I'm Aletta Waterhouse.

         19            A-l-e-t-t-a, W-a-t-e-r-h-u-o-u-s-e.  I'm also a

         20            member of the Sun City Anthem Sloan Hills Task

         21            Force.

         22                In reading through the Draft EIS, the

         23            phrase that struck me most is on Page 6-1.  It

         24            is the following, "A pit will be present where

         25            a mountain was once located."  A mountain that
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          1            broad brought no harm to the environment,

          2            health, and esthetics of the surrounding

          3            communities.  We need to ask ourselves whether

          4            the yield of the materials that will result in

          5            a large pit are worth the risks that will take

          6            away this mountain.

          7                I will respond to two of the questions the

          8            BLM asked and focus on economic factors.  The

          9            first question you posed is, are there

         10            additional issues that need to be considered?

         11            I think there are several additional factors

         12            that need to be considered.

         13                The first is the change in the economic

Page 24



MEET1101.txt
         14            climate since this project was first

         15            considered.  The real estate commercial

         16            construction market unfortunately has crashed

         17            in the Las Vegas area, so there's no longer the

         18            level of command for the materials that would

         19            be mined at this site.

         20                On the other side of the coin, the proposed

         21            Las Vegas National Sports Complex is an example

         22            of potential alternative use of lands around

         23            the proposed mining site, uses that are not

         24            compatible with open pit mining.

         25                We believe the concept of a sports arena on
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          1            BLM land very near the proposed mining sites,

          2            whether it is built or not, demonstrates that

          3            this general area has potential for commercial

          4            residential use that will bring much more

          5            revenues to the area with much less impact on

          6            the environment than open pit mining.

          7                Lastly, there is bipartisan Congressional

          8            support to withdraw this land from any future

          9            mining activities.  In a time of deep divisions

         10            between our major political parties, all

         11            members of our Nevada delegation are opposed to

         12            leasing the Sloan hill sites for open pit

         13            mining.

         14                The last question you asked is whether

         15            there is information, data, or analysis that is

         16            incorrect or not thoroughly considered.  I
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         17            strongly believe that some of the draft

         18            report's conclusions in the area are incorrect.

         19                On Page 4-127, the report states, "With

         20            real estate prices in a continual decline,

         21            coring activities provide well-paying jobs that

         22            allow families to buy housing is likely to

         23            provide more stability to real estate prices

         24            than opening new quarries in the vicinity of

         25            Sloan quarry would depress them."
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          1                First of all, the report states that only

          2            20 to 50 permanent jobs will result from these

          3            mining activities, which isn't enough new

          4            employment to impact any economic factors and

          5            certainly not real estate.

          6                And on the other hand, I cannot but

          7            conclude that industrial activity of the type

          8            envisioned here, blasting, truck trips -- 2,000

          9            truck trips per day, 24/7 operations would

         10            negatively impact on the real estate values in

         11            the neighboring communities.  Thank you.

         12                MR. WATERHOUSE:  Good afternoon.  My name

         13            is Michael Waterhouse, last name

         14            W-a-t-e-r-h-o-u-s-e, and I am, as my wife

         15            Aletta who previously spoke, a member of the

         16            Sloan Hills Open Pit Mining Task Force

         17            operating out of Sun City Anthem.

         18                There's a wide range of probable impacts

         19            likely, at the very least, impacting at this
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         20            particular mining proposed site.  Air, water,

         21            noise, economic infrastructure, including costs

         22            to the nearby public for road and associated

         23            resources damages.  And the key on this boils

         24            down to not mining, per se, but this site

         25            selection as the key problem in terms of the
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          1            site and whether to go forward with the mining

          2            project of this site.

          3                You will hear a lot of comments probably

          4            this week in this about the site location as

          5            the problem in this particular situation.  It

          6            is the site, not the concept, that we are

          7            against mining, per se, or the need for the

          8            resource development in the long run.  We just

          9            think that an associated site plan might be a

         10            lot better.

         11                I'm aware of the duties and the mission of

         12            the BLM.  That's the other major area that I

         13            used to work for in Washington when we were

         14            there, and I see the particular needs that you

         15            have of balancing the competing issues of

         16            resource development measured against

         17            environmental protection.

         18                We're confident that this deliberative

         19            process, the three days this week and the

         20            decision-making period of time, which looks

         21            like it's going to last up to a year on this,

         22            will bring forth the proper decision and the
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         23            right elements that will lead to a decision

         24            that's responsibly made, and for this we have

         25            great confidence in the ultimate
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          1            decision-making of the Bureau of Land

          2            Management.  Thanks very much.

          3                MR. ROSS:  Thank you.

          4                MR. WALLACE:  Good afternoon.  Tom Wallace.

          5            T-o-m, W-a-l-l-a-c-e.  I hadn't really intended

          6            to speak this afternoon, so it may be a bit

          7            ragged, but I'd like to start with an anecdote.

          8                My sister lives in Tucson, and about ten

          9            years ago she developed extreme fatigue, and it

         10            continued on so she went to the doctor, and the

         11            doctor said, "Well, you're aware that in the

         12            elderly that frequently depression causes

         13            this," and this quite annoyed her, resulting in

         14            a considerable physical exam, which included

         15            X-ray of the lungs.

         16                The lungs showed big black splotches, and

         17            the doctor said, "My gosh, where have you been?

         18            This is like black lung disease that the

         19            coalminers get."  And she said, "No, I've

         20            stayed in Tucson."

         21                So further investigation showed that this

         22            was the fungal infection which is later called

         23            Valley Fever.  And this fungus is in the

         24            surface soil in the areas south of Bakersfield

         25            down to urban and into the mountains, and also
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          1            in Phoneix and Tucson.  But it's in this soil

          2            here in Southern Nevada, too, to some degree.

          3                Now, if you're in a dusty environment and

          4            you get the dust in your trachea and your

          5            bronchial tubes and your alveoli in your lungs,

          6            your body's equipped to shuck that off with

          7            mucus and phlegm and so forth.  But that's not

          8            so with these fungal spores.  They have little

          9            spears on them like a fishhook.  And so when

         10            they attach themselves to the flesh, you've got

         11            it, and it stays there until that particular

         12            cell dies.

         13                And we learned from high school biology

         14            that your cells -- every cell in the body is

         15            replaced about once every seven years.  Now, I

         16            don't know if epithelial cells are seven years,

         17            but it's very close to that.  And that's about

         18            how long it took my sister to recover.

         19                So this fungal infection is of considerable

         20            dimension and really should be considered.

         21                It should be noted that in the 1950s, the

         22            Defense Department considered this particular

         23            fungus as a weapon of war right along with

         24            anthrax.  And it's required that when the

         25            government addresses this and handles it,
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          1            you're required to use Biosafety Level III

          2            procedures and protocols because it's such a

          3            potent element.

          4                And I would sure hope that this was

          5            considered.  If there is this spore in that

          6            surface soil down at Sloan Hills, that should

          7            be sufficient to negate that whole operation.

          8            Thank you.

          9                MR. ROSS:  Thank you.

         10                MS. KEISERMAN:  Good afternoon.  I'm Janice

         11            Keiserman, K-e-i-s-e-r-m-a-n.  I'm here today

         12            representing the Sierra Club and the Nevada

         13            Conservation League.  We would like to

         14            respectfully request that the public hearing

         15            duration be extended at least to 120 days.  We

         16            don't feel that the December 5th deadline gives

         17            the public enough time to be notified about

         18            this situation as well as enough time to

         19            comment, and respectfully request that the time

         20            period be extended at least 120 days beyond

         21            this day here today.  So that's it.  Thank you.

         22                MR. ROSS:  Thank you.

         23                MS. JONES:  We do still have plenty of time

         24            if there's anyone else that's interested in

         25            registering as a speaker.  Once again, the
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          1            speaker registration forms are located in the

          2            back of the room.  No takers?  Okay.

          3                Well, at this time then we will go ahead
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          4            and continue with the Open House.  And the

          5            representatives from BLM and Atkins will be

          6            available at the posters if you wish to ask

          7            anymore question.  Pardon me.  Sorry.  I didn't

          8            see you come in.  Would you like to make a

          9            comment?

         10                COMMISSIONER SISOLAK:  Thank you very much.

         11            I appreciate it.  My name is Steve Sisolak.  I

         12            represent Clark County Commission District 8,

         13            I'm the Vice Chair of the Clark County

         14            Commission, and I also represent the area most

         15            immediately impacted by the gravel pit, and I

         16            will be speaking at all three meetings that

         17            you're having.

         18                I wasn't confident I'd be able to attend

         19            today because our Commission meeting just let

         20            out about an hour ago and I got out here as

         21            quickly as I possibly could.

         22                I'm going to submit for the record -- and

         23            you'll get two more copies of this -- a letter

         24            from Clark County Manager Don Burnett

         25            explaining the reasons that the County is
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          1            opposed to the gravel pit and our comments to

          2            the EIS.  I don't think everybody wants me to

          3            read the four pages that the letter consists

          4            of.

          5                I can just tell you that I have met with

          6            the folks in this area at least half a dozen to
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          7            a dozen times.  I flew back to Washington, D.C.

          8            at my own expense at the invitation to Senator

          9            Reid to testify before a Senate Subcommittee

         10            regarding the gravel pit.  I was met graciously

         11            and with open arms regarding concerns that the

         12            residents are facing.

         13                This isn't a matter of just economics that

         14            we're talking about property values, we're

         15            talking about quality of life and safety

         16            issues.

         17                I've got a tremendous amount of

         18            individuals, predominantly senior citizens, but

         19            not exclusively seniors, because I put myself

         20            in that group now, that live in the immediate

         21            area and have breathing problems.  And I,

         22            myself, suffer from asthma, and I know what

         23            it's like to have to breathe on a bad weather

         24            day, and I know what it's like to have to

         25            breathe when there's dust.
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          1                And an operation that's going to operate

          2            24/7 blasting, mining aggregate is simply not

          3            conducive to the immediate area.

          4                While I know that -- and I might say some

          5            things that are unpopular -- that the City of

          6            Henderson made a deal, basically, when this was

          7            cut to not oppose this, I didn't make a deal.

          8            Nobody's making a deal on my behalf.  I

          9            represent these people.  This is the most
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         10            important issue that I'm dealing with presently

         11            and for the last three years on the Clark

         12            County Commission.  It's the first issue that I

         13            really sunk my teeth into, and I'm not going to

         14            let go until everyone fully understands how

         15            important it is to these individuals.  It's a

         16            matter of -- I don't know what the yellow tag

         17            up there means but --

         18                MR. ROSS:  He doesn't count.  He can

         19            continue.

         20                COMMISSIONER SISOLAK:  I can start on the

         21            four pages if you'd like me to.

         22                I know just how much I've sat in living

         23            rooms and had individuals tear up when talking

         24            about this, talking about having to move at a

         25            time when they can't move because of the
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          1            economy situation, having schools that are

          2            nearby detrimentally impacted by this.  It's

          3            simply a matter -- and I'm not opposed to

          4            mining.  I'm not opposed to jobs.  I'm opposed

          5            to this in this specific area.

          6                I'm happy to work with you, with the

          7            County.  I'm happy to work on behalf of the

          8            County to find a more suitable area to mine

          9            aggregate to build roads.  This is just simply

         10            not the place.  Not now, not next year, never,

         11            as far as I'm concerned.

         12                We've got the other issues that other folks
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         13            can address regarding the environment

         14            sensitivity in surrounding areas.  My concern

         15            is for my constituents, the thousands of

         16            individuals who live in the Sloan Canyon area.

         17            It is simply unacceptable for them at this

         18            point to have to deal with the health-related

         19            concerns that would result from the approval of

         20            this application.

         21                So I respectfully submit this letter for

         22            the record, and I'll be available to answer any

         23            questions, and I will be at your meetings

         24            tomorrow and Thursday for the exact same thing.

         25            That's how important this is to me.  Thank you
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          1            very much.

          2                MR. ROSS:  Thank you.

          3                MS. JONES:  At this time, we do not have

          4            any additional registered speakers, so as I

          5            mentioned earlier, we will return to the

          6            earlier Open House portion of the meeting and

          7            the meeting will adjourn at 4:00.  Thank you.

          8   

          9               (Meeting concluded at 4:00 p.m.)

         10   

         11   

         12   

         13   

         14   

         15   
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         16   

         17   

         18   

         19   

         20   

         21   

         22   

         23   

         24   

         25   
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          1                I, the undersigned, a Certified Court

          2   Reporter of the State of Nevada, do hereby certify:

          3                That the foregoing proceedings were taken

          4   before me at the time and place herein set forth; that

          5   any witnesses in the foregoing proceedings, prior to

          6   testifying, were duly sworn; that a record of the

          7   proceedings was made by me using machine shorthand which

          8   was thereafter transcribed under my direction; that the

          9   foregoing transcript is a true record of the testimony

         10   given.

         11                Further, that before completion of the

         12   proceedings, review of the transcript [  ] was [ X ] was

         13   not requested.

         14                I further certify I am neither financially

         15   interested in the action nor a relative or employee of

         16   any attorney or party to this action.

         17                IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have this date

         18   subscribed my name.
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         19   

         20   Dated:  11/14/2011

         21   

         22   

         23                           ________________________________

         24                           ELLEN L. FORD CSR No. 846

         25   
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