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          2                   6:00 P.M. - 9:00 P.M.

          3                      COMMENT SESSION

          4                           -oOo-

          5   

          6            SPEAKER:  My name is Diane, D-I-A-N-E.

          7   The last name is McGiffin, M-C-G-I-F-F-I-N.  And

          8   I only want to make a full point for against this

          9   mine.  Number 1, water.  We don't have enough

         10   water in Nevada; Number 2, air pollution;

         11   Number 3, the noise and the traffic; Number 4,

         12   they only create 45 jobs.  It's not worth it with

         13   all those water and the pollution to hurt our

         14   senior citizens.  We have the sensitivity.  We

         15   are pretty old.  A lot of people have to use

         16   oxygen for the air, and that's the reason I'm

         17   against for that.

         18            SPEAKER:  My name is Michael R.

         19   Winston.  I live in Henderson, Nevada; and I'm a

         20   geologist by training.  I'm here to state my

         21   proposal.  I'm for the proposal for the mining,

         22   and I think it's interesting that

         23   Senator Harry Reid is one of the people that

         24   initially got this area set aside just for mining

         25   back when the Southern Nevada Land Management Act
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          1   was passed, and that was to open up the land in

          2   Seven Hills and Anthem to get rid of spurious

          3   mining claims so it could be developed.  And so

          4   this site has been withdrawn from the area of
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          5   Las Vegas Valley, set aside for mining, and

          6   should be used for mining because we need

          7   aggregate.  We need raw material for industry and

          8   for growth.

          9            And the biggest dust issue in this

         10   Valley, in this part of the Valley, is actually

         11   coming from Jean Lake; and the high winds from

         12   the southwest blow over the mountains.  I have

         13   photographic evidence.  People know about it.

         14   That dust is much more impacting people and

         15   residents of Anthem than any proposed mine that

         16   has dust control, things built into their

         17   property.  I mean, they have to have permits to

         18   control the dust in the mission.  It's like the

         19   existing mine across the highway on Sloan.

         20            So I'm just here in support of the

         21   mining operations, and I'm one of the very few.

         22   That's all I have to say.

         23            SPEAKER:  My name is Phillip Klevorick,

         24   K-L-E-V-O-R-I-C-K, 7688 Spencer Street,

         25   Las Vegas, 89123.  I just want to provide some
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          1   comments on the area of impact surrounding where

          2   the one-mile buffer would encroach upon the ACEC

          3   or the Sloan conversation area.  I have a little

          4   concern about that.

          5            I'm not opposed to the project for the

          6   mining and activities.  I am concerned -- I have

          7   concern regarding air quality monitoring and

Page 3



MEET1102 (1).txt
          8   noise pollution.

          9            SPEAKER:  My name is Arthur,

         10   A-R-T-H-U-R.  Last name is Goldsmith.  I am a

         11   recently, retired college professor of

         12   environmental science at Broward College in

         13   Broward, Florida.  I live in the northwest

         14   section of the Valley.  And I have a lovely view

         15   of the Valley from my home.  I know, when it gets

         16   dusty, that view of the Valley is obstructed.

         17   And because of my background, I also know that

         18   the dust increases sensitivity of people with

         19   allergies and asthma.  And by doing the excessive

         20   excavation, it will produce large amounts of

         21   dust, which will contribute to air pollution,

         22   exacerbation of asthma symptoms, and allergies.

         23            In addition, the amount of water that

         24   they would be using will make a draw on Lake Mead

         25   much more than the population can currently
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          1   stand.

          2            Right now and for the last almost ten

          3   years, southwestern United States has been in a

          4   severe drought.  We are lucky because there was

          5   heavy snow pack in the Rockies last winter, which

          6   allowed the level of Lake Mead to go up by 33

          7   feet.

          8            If the mining were to continue or were

          9   to start, the amount of water used would exceed

         10   the available water for normal population growth.
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         11            In addition, the water that they would

         12   use to spray on the grounds to keep dust down

         13   would be mixed with chemicals.  And as you know,

         14   most surface water in this part of the country

         15   travels into the Colorado River.  So if you have

         16   chemicals within that run of water from the dust

         17   spraying, that -- that would be material that

         18   cannot be removed by water purification.

         19            Prime example is that most of the -- in

         20   fact, almost all of our sewage goes into after it

         21   is treated to get rid of materials that are

         22   harmful, and then we drink that same water from

         23   Lake Mead.  But adding chemicals that cannot be

         24   removed would have a danger to the population and

         25   an unknown affect on the public health.
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          1            Thank you for the opportunity to allow

          2   me to state my peace.

          3            SPEAKER:  Sheila Fox, S-H-E-I-L-A.  I'm

          4   visiting Las Vegas for two weeks.  I noticed in

          5   the newspaper today that you had a particulate

          6   item in your weather as well as ozone and

          7   something else.

          8            I happen to have asthma, and I found

          9   that in 2000 that asthma can make it difficult to

         10   breathe.  When I first noticed it myself, it was

         11   due to the hot weather.  As in, one, you have

         12   extremely hot weather in Arizona; therefore,

         13   that's a possible danger to people to get asthma
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         14   or to aggravate the asthma or COPD.

         15            I saw my mother die of COPD, and it

         16   wasn't pleasant seeing her in oxygen.  If you

         17   have particulates as an everyday given in your

         18   newspaper, that means you already have a

         19   condition that can aggravate regular people's

         20   conditions where they could get asthma or not.

         21            And then you have a third breathing

         22   problem here, which you have your casinos.  I

         23   mean, I'm not a gambler; so that's what I say.

         24   But you have the casinos in which a lot of people

         25   smokes where they're going to eat food, and
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          1   they're not aware, as I am, that they're

          2   breathing in the cigarette smoke; and they're

          3   gambling, and they enjoy it.  But for them, they

          4   are now polluting themselves.  They have the

          5   ozone over the location, and they also have the

          6   particulates.  And so adding the extra dust,

          7   which are particulates, would not be of any help

          8   to anybody in the State of Nevada or especially

          9   in the Las Vegas Strip where you have visitors.

         10   If I knew that, now that I put all these things

         11   together, I wouldn't come.  I'm here now, but I

         12   chose the weather at which my cousin was nice

         13   enough to say it's the best weather.  Right now

         14   it's 60, 70 degrees.  But I couldn't come in the

         15   summer because it would be a more danger.

         16            For your citizens and for your visitors,
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         17   it will be better not to have this to protect

         18   their health.

         19            SPEAKER:  My name is John LaCognata,

         20   L-A, capital C-O-G-N-A-T-A.

         21            The only observation and comment I have

         22   is I see where our elected officials, public

         23   officials, are in opposition of this project.

         24   And I find it somewhat surprising that it's going

         25   to take an access of a year to review the public
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          1   comments to make a decision.  This project

          2   started in 2007, and it's going to be 2013,

          3   January 2013 before they render a decision.  A

          4   lot of the information, especially the economic

          5   impact, may not be even relevant at that point.

          6   So much has changed in the last four or five

          7   years.

          8            So if your elected officials that we

          9   elect, the people elect them, are opposed to

         10   them, why continue the process?  That's really

         11   it.

         12            SPEAKER:  Phillip, P-H-I-L-L-I-P, middle

         13   initial A, Berns, B-E-R-N-S.  I live in Anthem.

         14   Anything else?  You need the address?  Resident

         15   here since August of 2005.

         16            I read the draft EIS.  I am not

         17   surprised, but I think it should have been made

         18   clear that this draft EIS was prepared by

         19   contractors full of the potential bidders, and it
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         20   is not necessarily that of the BLM.  In other

         21   words, any conclusions that speak in terms of

         22   impact that's being moderate or minor are not

         23   those of BLM.  That is still to be considered,

         24   and that is, they are required to act in

         25   accordance with whatever the administrative

�
                                                                        9

          1   finding was in terms of the availability -- not

          2   availability but the bidding on this property is,

          3   its usage, and whether or not it will have an

          4   impact on the community and the environment.

          5            At present, I oppose it solely based

          6   upon the potential adverse impact, but that a lot

          7   of that wouldn't rely on scientific conclusions

          8   as to particulates, air, tremors, explosions,

          9   et cetera, nearness of schools; and the BLM

         10   should take all of this into consideration as

         11   required under the code of federal regulations.

         12            Thank you.

         13            SPEAKER:  My name is Jane Berns,

         14   J-A-N-E, B-E-R-N-S.  And I'm a retired teacher.

         15   I have taught from preschool through college.  I

         16   have spent the bulk of my career with learning

         17   disabled, emotionally disturbed children; and I

         18   have several clearances to do that and as well as

         19   general education in New York and California.

         20            I am very concerned nobody has brought

         21   up the fact that the noise would be very

         22   disadvantaging to the special need population
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         23   and to early childhood students as well as the

         24   general population.

         25            The distraction will keep learning from
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          1   happening for many of these students.  I am

          2   concerned that the particulates will be of no

          3   value and, perhaps, dangerous to those students

          4   who are also suffering from allergies, asthma.  I

          5   have been an asthma sufferer throughout my life,

          6   bronchitis and other childhood problems, which

          7   continued into adulthood.  It will also affect

          8   the adult population who is allergic to the

          9   particulates coming from the earth and are

         10   asthmatic.

         11            I see no advantage in this mine at this

         12   particular time in this heavily populated area,

         13   and I would like to see it disappear.

         14            Thank you.

         15            (The proceedings concluded.)

         16   

         17                            ***

         18   

         19   

         20   

         21   

         22   

         23   

         24   

         25   
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          1        I, the undersigned, a Certified Court

          2   Reporter of the State of Nevada, do hereby

          3   certify,

          4        That the foregoing proceedings were taken

          5   before me at the time and place herein set forth;

          6        That any witnesses in the foregoing

          7   proceedings, prior to testifying, were duly

          8   sworn;

          9        That a record of the proceedings was made by

         10   me using machine shorthand which was thereafter

         11   transcribed under my direction;

         12        That the foregoing transcript is a true

         13   record of the testimony given.

         14        Further, that before completion of the

         15   proceedings, review of the transcript [ ] was [X]

         16   was not requested.

         17        I further certify I am neither financially

         18   interested in the action nor a relative or

         19   employee of any attorney or party to this action.

         20        IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have this date

         21   subscribed my name:

         22   

         23   Dated: 11/14/2011

         24                               ________________
                                          Kimberly M. Lowe
         25                               CCR No. 849
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