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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the 

Proposed Sloan Hills Competitive Mineral Material Sales (BLM File Numbers NVN‐083153 and NVN‐
082069) for the sale of aggregates. The BLM as allowed by law is proposing to dispose of (sell) a 

designated volume of mineral materials on public lands to qualified private persons, parties, and/or 
businesses at public sale through oral bid (Proposed Action). The Proposed Action consists of two 

competitive mineral material sales that would result in two open pit dolomite/limestone quarries and 

associated facilities that would merge in the future into one open pit. 

The Proposed Action would be located on lands administered by the BLM. The National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) (42 United States Code (USC) 4321 et seq.) requires federal agencies to consider the 

environmental consequences of proposed actions in their decision‐making process. The intent of NEPA 

is to protect, restore, or enhance the environment through a well‐informed decision‐making process. To 

comply with this requirement, the BLM is preparing an EIS that will comply with NEPA and the Council 
on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisions of NEPA (40 

Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 1500‐1508, 1993). 

The CEQ Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisions of NEPA, 40 CFR 1501.7 states that: 

There shall be an early and open process for determining the scope of issues to be 

addressed and for identifying the significant issues related to a proposed action. This 
process shall be termed scoping. As soon as practicable after its decision to prepare an 

environmental impact statement and before the scoping process the lead agency shall 
publish a notice of intent in the Federal Register. 

The Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an EIS for the Proposed Sloan Hills Competitive Mineral Sales was 
published in the Federal Register/Volume 72, Number 111 on July 11, 2007 (Appendix A). The NOI 
contained a brief description of the proposed project, mailing addresses for submittal of written 

comments, and the deadline for submittal of comments. 

2.0 PUBLIC NOTICES 

In addition to the publication of the NOI in the Federal Register, notices were published in local 
newspapers and door hangers were distributed throughout the City of Henderson announcing the 

locations, dates, and times of the Proposed Sloan Hills Competitive Mineral Sales EIS scoping meetings 
(Appendix B). Notices were published in the: 

• Las Vegas Review Journal – Legal Notices – November 20, 2007; December 4, 2007 

• Henderson Home News – Legal Notices – December 29, 2007 

Flyers were distributed to local agencies and organizations throughout Henderson, Nevada notifying 

them of the scoping meetings (Appendix B). The information on the flyers included the meeting 

locations, dates, and times as well as a brief description of the proposed project. The list of 
organizations and agencies (and addresses) to which the flyers were distributed to is provided in Table 1. 

January 2010  1  U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management 



 
 

 
   

             

 

 

 

 
 

 

       

                                 
                                 
         

             

           

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

                   

                        
           

                        

                            
                               
 

Proposed Sloan Hills
Competitive Mineral Material Sales EIS  Scoping Summary Report 

Table 1. Scoping Meeting Flyer Distribution List 

Agencies 

Henderson City Hall (240 Water Street) 
Henderson Convention Center (200 Water Street) 
Henderson Library (Downtown 280 Water Street) 
Henderson Parks & Recreation (105 West Basic Road) 
Henderson Senior Center (27 Texas Avenue) 
Henderson Chamber of Commerce (590 South Boulder Highway) 
Paseo Verde Library (280 South Green Valley Parkway) 
Henderson Multigenerational Center (250 South Green Valley Parkway) 

Organizations
Silver Springs Recreation Center (1951 Silver Springs Parkway) 
Arroyo Grande Sports Complex (298 Arroyo Grande Boulevard) 
Black Mountain Recreation & Aquatic Center (599 Greenway Road) 
Whitney Ranch Recreation Center (1575 Galleria Drive) 
Valley View Recreation Center (500 Harris Street) 
Boys & Girls Club (401 Drake Street) 

3.0 SCOPING MEETING SUMMARY 

The BLM Las Vegas Field Office hosted two scoping meetings to provide the public an opportunity to 

learn about the project and to provide comments. The public meetings were conducted at the times and 

locations noted in Table 2. 

Table 2. December 2007 Public Meeting Attendance 

Meeting Date/Time Location Number of Attendees 

Wednesday 
December 5, 2007 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Henderson Executive Airport
Community Meeting Room, 
3500 Executive Terminal Drive 

Henderson, Nevada 
48 

Thursday 
December 6, 2007 
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Henderson Executive Airport
Community Meeting Room, 
3500 Executive Terminal Drive 

Henderson, Nevada 
63 

The general format of the scoping meeting was as follows: 

•	 The facilitator explained the NEPA process and regulations, scoping meeting process, comment 
forms, speaker cards, and fact sheets. 

•	 A presentation explaining the proposed project and the project history was presented. 

•	 The facilitator reiterated the rules of the open‐comment part of the scoping meeting. An 

established time limit for the speakers was required because of the large number of persons in 

attendance. 
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•	 Responses to questions were given at the scoping meetings when feasible and it was stated that 
the questions that could not be answered at the public meetings would be addressed in the EIS. 

Persons attending the scoping meetings were required to sign in at a table located just inside the 

meeting‐room door (Appendix D). In addition, participants who wished to make oral comments during 

the open‐comment part of the meeting were asked to complete a speaker card (Appendix E). The 

speaker cards were used to identify the speakers and to determine, if necessary, the appropriate length 

of time each speaker would be given to ensure that all participants who wished to speak had the 

opportunity. Participants who did not wish to make public statements were informed that they could 

provide their comments in writing or provide their verbal comments to the court recorder on a one‐to‐
one basis for a limited time before or after the open‐comment part of the meeting. It was stated clearly 

that if meeting participants wanted their comments included in the permanent record that the 

comments and questions were required to be presented during the open‐comment part of the meeting, 
on a one‐on‐one basis with the court recorder, in writing and submitted during the meeting, or in 

writing and submitted via mail or email during the public scoping period. 

3.1 Henderson Executive Airport Community Meeting Room, Henderson, NV 

One hundred and eleven members of the public attended the scoping meetings that were held at the 

Henderson Executive Airport Community Room on December 5 and 6, 2007. The meetings allowed 

attendees the opportunity to provide oral comments regarding issues of concern and the alternatives 
that should be discussed in the EIS. Comments covered a wide range of issues and many speakers 
reiterated points that previous individuals had raised (Appendix F). The oral comments received at the 

meetings are summarized below in Table 3. 

Table 3. Issues Raised by the Public during Scoping Meetings 

Issues/Questions Number 
of 

comments 
Air Quality 

Concerns about dust/air quality/gases from operations at the proposed site 6 
Concerns about health impacts from dust generated at the proposed site 3 
Request for information on federal air quality standards 1 
Concerns about odors 7 

Hours of Operation 
Concerns with or opposition to 24 hour per day operations 6 

Noise 
Concerns regarding noise from operations at the proposed site 5 

Cultural Resources 
Concerns about impacting cultural properties within the Sloan Canyon National Conservation Area 
(NCA) 

2 

Water Resources 
Concerns about project water use in an area with water scarcity 3 
Concerns about the water source for the project 1 
Question about the depth to groundwater at the proposed site 1 

Visual Resources 
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Concerns about visual impacts from the proposed project 4 
Concerns about lighting from the proposed project 2 
Concerns about the view after the mountain is removed 1 

Transportation/Traffic Issues 
Question about whether existing roads would be used 1 
Question regarding project‐related traffic levels on the roads to and from the site 2 

Concerns about Blasting 
Concerns about vibrations from blasting 5 
Question about the need for nearby residents to acquire earthquake insurance because of blasting 1 

Land Use 
Concerns about the proposed project lowering property values in the area 2 
Concerns about the proximity to homes, schools, airports, stores, and planned development 10 
Concerns about new residents of the area buying homes without knowing about the proposed 
project 

1 

Questions about why this site was selected and requests for an alternate site 8 
Question about which direction mining would occur from at the site 1 
Questions regarding the federal lands disposal boundary and process 5 
Question about whether the land would be sold or just the material on the site 1 
Questions regarding the adjacent property that is also not included in the disposal area 1 
Question about why this site is being developed with so much opposition when there is another 
suitable site in Jean 

1 

Questions regarding whether the proposed project is related to the airport going in to the south and 
where the materials would go 

2 

Question about whether Clark County is aware of the project and if the area is zoned for the 
proposed use 

1 

Question about whether only half of the proposed site can be sold 1 
Question about alternative uses for the land, such as selling the parcel to grow a vineyard because 
of the soil type 

1 

Concern about the lack of a buffer zone around the proposed site 1 
Earth Resources 

Question regarding if the site moves to the southwest side of the parcel would the environmental 
impacts change 

1 

Questions about the geologic formation at the proposed project site 1 
Concerns about land reclamation and BLM responsibility if mining companies go out of business 3 
Question regarding if the quality of the material at the site matters if it would be calcified 1 

Tourism 
Question about how the proposed project would impact tourism in the area 1 

EIS and Scoping Process/Legal Issues 
Questions regarding comment periods and timeline for EIS 6 
Concerns about the accuracy of maps and if they are current 3 
Questions regarding why BLM is proposing this project 2 
Concerns that the project is already given to Rinker and Service Rock and that a decision has already 
been made before the review process is complete 

2 

Questions about how much money would be collected by BLM for this project and where it would 
go 

2 

Concerns about notices from BLM reaching all the households in the area 3 
Questions regarding who receives public comments and develops alternatives 3 
Questions regarding PBS&J’s fee for developing the EIS and concerns over BLM recouping EIS costs 3 
Question about when the original proposal was received 1 
Question about how this project meets BLM’s management goals to protect, restore, and enhance 1 
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the site 
Concern that the EIS will be subjective and not objective 1 
Question if there is a law limiting sales of material to 750,000 tons 1 
Question if there would only be a one year contract at the site 1 
Question regarding how the area of impacts would be determined 1 
Concerns about cumulative impacts of other BLM actions in the area 1 

Other 
Question about how the proposed project would impact illegal dumping in the area 1 
Questions regarding whether residents in the area whose health is affected by the proposed project 
would get money to deal with those problems 

1 

4.0 SUMMARY OF LETTERS AND EMAILS RECEIVED DURING THE COMMENT PERIOD 

During the public meeting, and as requested on the published NOI, the public was also encouraged to 

mail, email, or fax written comments to the BLM. Written comments were received from agencies, 
organizations, and private citizens. Comments received during the scoping period and issues raised in 

the correspondence are summarized below in Table 4. 

Table 4. Issues Raised by the Public through Written Comments 

Issues/Questions Number of 
comments 

Air Quality 
Concerns about dust/air quality/gases from operations at the proposed site 10 
Concerns about health impacts from dust generated at the proposed site 4 
Concerns about odors 2 

Hours of Operation 
Concerns with or opposition to 24 hour per day operations 1 

Noise 
Concerns regarding noise from the operations at the proposed site 4 

Cultural Resources 
Concerns about impacting cultural properties within the Sloan Canyon NCA 4 
Concerns about visual impacts on the Armijo Route of the Old Spanish National Trail 1 

Water Resources 
Concerns about project water use in an area with water scarcity 2 

Visual Resources 
Concerns about visual impacts from the proposed project 1 
Concerns about lighting from the proposed project 1 
Concerns about view after the mountain is removed 1 

Transportation/Traffic Issues 
Concerns about traffic levels associated with the proposed project 3 
Concerns that existing roads are not adequate to handle project traffic and need to be improved 2 

Concerns about Blasting 
Concerns about blasting 3 
Concern about ground shifting due to blasting 2 

Land Use 
Concerns about the proposed project lowering property values in the area 4 
Concerns about the proximity to homes, schools, airports, stores, and planned development 10 
Concerns about new residents of the area buying homes without knowing about the proposed 1 
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project 
Questions about why this site was selected and requests for an alternate site 1 
Request that the proposed site be added to the Sloan Canyon NCA 1 

EIS and Scoping Process/Legal Issues 
Requests for more information and maps 27 
Concerns that the project already is given to Rinker and Service Rock and that a decision has 
already been made before the review process is complete 

1 

Concerns about notices from BLM reaching all the households in the area 1 
Concerns about the public not receiving requested information 4 
Question about how the proposed project would impact illegal dumping in the area 1 
Questions regarding whether residents in the area whose health is affected by the proposed 
project would get money to deal with those problems 

1 

Other 
Concern about the proposed project impacting quality of life of nearby residences 1 

5.0 COOPERATING AGENCY DESIGNATION LETTER 

In addition to the previously discussed public notices and mailings, the BLM notified the local and 

federal agencies listed below by letter to inform them of the Proposed Action and to invite them to 

participate as a cooperating agency. A copy of the letter is provided in Appendix G. 

• City of Henderson 

• Clark County Department of Air Quality and Environmental Management 

• Clark County Department of Aviation 

• Nevada Division of Environmental Protection 

• Nevada Division of Forestry 

• Nevada Department of Transportation 

• Nevada Department of Wildlife 

• U.S. Department of Transportation 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency‐Region 9 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
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