Year: 2010

FORM 1

() (“-;.

Inventory Unit Number/Name: NV-SN-30-002/Last Chance Range

DOCUMENTATION OF BLM WILDERNESS INVENTORY FINDINGS ON RECORD:

1. Is there existing BLM initial wilderness inventory information on all or part of this area?

No __ (Go to Question 2)
Yes X (if more than one unit is within the area, list the names/numbers of those units.):

a)

b)

d)

e)

Inventory Source:
Initial Inventory Decisions — Public Lands Administered by BLM Nevada - Wilderness
(Sept. 1979)

Inventory Unit Number(s)/Name(s):
NV-050-0457/Mount Montgomery
NV-050-0461/Last Chance Range

Map Name(s)/Number(s):
Nevada BLM Initial Wilderness Inventory Decisions (September 30, 1979)

BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):
Las Vegas District

BLM Initial Inventory Findings on Record:
If more than one BLM inventory unit is associated with the area, list each unit and answer
each question individually for each inventory unit):

Unit Number/Name Size Natural Condition?
(Initial Acres) (Y/N)

NV-050-0457/Mount Montgomery 45,193 Y

NV-050-0461/Last Chance Range 27,079 Y

Summary of any known primary reasons for prior findings from the table above:

NV-050-0457/Mount Montgomery: 45,193 acres will be intensively inventoried. Because of
the effort done by this district on the Overthrust Belt special, accelerated inventory, public
comments received in this unit were not field checked or verified. The original
recommendation will stand and the BLM staff will field check the comments during the
intensive inventory. A powerline exists in the northern section of the unit. Despite this
impact, portions of the area appear to be in a natural condition and the unit general may be
essentially natural.

NV-050-0461/Last Chance Range: 27,079 acres will be intensively inventoried. Since the

public comment received supported the Bureau’s original recommendation, the Bureau has
decided to intensively inventory the area. The area appears to be in a natural condition.
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2. Is there existing BLM intensive wilderness inventory information on all or part of this area”

No __ (Go to Form 2)
Yes X (if more than one unit is within the area, list the names/numbers of those units.):

a) Inventory Source:
Wilderness Study Area Decisions — Nevada BLM Intensive Wilderness Inventory (Nov.
1980)
b) Inventory Unit Name(s)/Number(s):
NV-050-0457/Mount Montgomery
NV-050-0461/Last Chance Range
¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s):
Nevada BLM Wilderness Study Recommendations Based On Intensive Inventory (Apr.
1980)
d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):
Las Vegas District
e) BLM Intensive Inventory Findings on Record:
If more than one BLM inventory unit is associated with the area, list each unit and answer
each question individually for each inventory unit):
Unit#/ Size Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Name (Final (Y/N) Solitude? Primitive & Values?
Acres) (Y/N) Unconfined (Y/N)
Recreation?
(Y/N) - D
NV-050-0457/ 29,010 Y N N Y
Mount
Montgomery
| NV-050-0461/ | 4,165 and Y N N Y
Last Chance 10,920
Range
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Year: 2010 Inventory Unit Number/Name: NV-SN-30-002/Last Chance Range

FORM 2
DOCUMENTATION OF CURRENT WILDERNESS INVENTORY CONDITIONS:
(1) Is the unit of sufficient size?
Yes X No __

Description:

This unit is located approximately five miles west of Pahrump, Nevada and contains 53,147
acres. The northern boundary is adjacent a maintained dirt road The North Last Chance Road
bisects the unit into two smaller disconnected sub-units. Due to extensive evidence of former
mining activity located in T. 18 S., T. 52 E., Section 23 and 24 a portion of the unit was excluded
due to unnaturalness. A right-of-way for a located in T. 18 S., T. 52 E., Section 27 was also
excluded. The boundaries of the sub-units follow dirt roads, a right-of-way utility corridor, and
include the mountains east of Ash Meadows National Wildlife Refuge and the Last Chance
Range. The southwestern boundary is north of the Point of Rocks Spring Road. The sub-units are
NV-SN-30-002A (33,119 acres) and NV-SN-30-002B (20,028 acres).

(2) Is the unit in a natural condition?
Yes X No N/A

Description:

NV-SN-30-002A: The area is predominantly natural. Few routes were observed within this sub-
unit. The only known evidence of modern development and use include several mining claim
posts, two fenced repeater sites and a well head located off of North Last Chance Road. Four
wildlife water developments are located within the sub-unit. No other evidence of modern
developments and use (e.g. mining, grazing) are located within the unit. No other evidence of
human occupation or improvement was observed. The unit generally appears to be affected
primarily by the forces of nature with the imprint of man’s work substantially unnoticeable.

NV-SN-30-002B: There are several locations where target shooting and dumping of trash occurs;
while the refuse can be removed, lead contamination from target shooting cannot be eliminated.
One wildlife water development is located within the sub-unit.

(3) Does the unit (or the remainder of the unit if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
solitude?

Yes No X N/A __

Description:

NV-SN-30-002A: The vegetation is comprised of low and sparse shrubs and grasses typical of the
Mojave Desert region and provides minimal screening. The topography consists of mountains in
the western and southern portion of the subunit with small canyons and draws that provide the
only good topographic screening available. The remainder of the sub-unit is bajada and desert
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pavement. The sights and sounds of activities of other users would be noticeable for long
distances and the mountains would provide the only opportunities to find a secluded spot. The
lack of vegetative and topographic screening and ability to find a secluded spot limits the
opportunity for solitude to less than outstanding.

NV-SN-30-002B: The Last Chance Range of mountains offers small canyons and draws while
the alluvial fans are interspersed with small rolling hills and washes. While some topographic
screening exists, it is not outstanding as compared with other areas in the region. The vegetation
consists of low growing desert shrubs, which are sparse and scattered, and therefore provide
minimal screening. The sights and sounds of other users would be noticeable for long distances,
and while aforementioned canyons and draws provide some opportunities for solitude, it is not
outstanding.

(4) Does the unit (or the remainder of the unit if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes No X N/A __

Description:

NV-SN-30-002A: Though opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation exist, they are
not outstanding. Opportunities for hiking and photography within the sub-unit are not unlike
those opportunities found relative to general public lands. The sub-unit lacks interesting
destinations, features, and challenge. The presence of water allows for the best chances to
participate in horseback riding and backpacking. Hunting may occur in pursuit of bighorn sheep,
jackrabbits; no other game animals are known to exist within the unit. The unit lacks outstanding
opportunities for recreation both in the diversity in the number of primitive and unconfined
recreational activities possible or the outstanding quality of one opportunity.

NV-SN-30-002B: Though opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation exist, they are
not outstanding. Opportunities for hiking are possible and offer destinations, some challenge but
few interesting features. Horseback riding is possible on the alluvial fans in the western part of
the area, but much of the area limits travel due to terrain. Backpacking and horseback riding are
further limited due to the very limited water availability. Opportunities for recreation are not
outstanding relative to general public lands. Hunting may occur in pursuit of bighorn sheep and
jackrabbits; no other game animals are known to exist within the unit. The unit lacks outstanding
opportunities for recreation both in the diversity in the number of primitive and unconfined
recreational activities possible or the outstanding quality of one opportunity.

(5) Does the unit have supplemental values
Yes No __ N/AX

Description:
N/A

Page 2 of 2



O &

Summary of Findings and Conclusion

Unit Name and Number: NV-SN-30-002/Last Chance Range
Map Title: Wilderness Inventory Unit NV-SN-30-002/Last Chance Range

Summary
Results of Analysis:

1. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? XYes No
2. Does the area appear to be natural? XYes No NA

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type
of recreation? ~ Yes XNo  N/A

4. Does the area have supplemental values? Yes No XNA

Conclusion
Check One:

__ The area—or a portion of the area—has wilderness character (items 1, 2 and 3 are checked
“Yes”).

X The area does not have wilderness character (any of items 1, 2 or 3 are checked “no”
Field Inventoried by:
Nathan Coleman, Desert Clean-up 10/04/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Sedona Maniak, Desert Clean-up 10/04/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Sendi Kalcic, Wilderness Specialist 10/04/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Prepared by:
Sendi Kalcic, Wilderness Specialist 12/22/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

e e

Approved by:

n \__...-/
] _UMW v(;'\/u,!l’d/v (138 | (!{
Field Manager—/ Date ~

Pahrump Field Office

This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It
does not represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative
remedies under either 43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-2.
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Wilderness Inventory Unit
NV-SN-30-002
Last Chance Range

m Wilderness Inventory Unit

o——— Powerline
Major Road
e==== |nterstate
e S Highway

@=—== State Highway

County Highway

Ramp

Back Country Byway
Paved Road

77777 Improved Road

,,,,,,, Unimproved Road
Other 4WD Road
Trail

7777777 Restricted Road

: Township Line

Wilderness Area
i_______] Designated Wilderness Area
Wilderness Study Area

Land Status
Bureau of Indian Affairs
Bureau of Land Management
Bureau of Reclamation
- City of Las Vegas
- Clark County, Nevada
Department of Defense
Department of Energy
Fish and Wildlife Service
Forest Service
National Park Service
Nevada State

Private
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