Year; 2010 Inventory Unit Number/Name: NV-SN-30-004/Specter Range

FORM 1
DOCUMENTATION OF BLM WILDERNESS INVENTORY FINDINGS ON RECORD:
1. Is there existing BLM initial wilderness inventory information on all or part of this area?

No __ (Go to Question 2)
Yes X (if more than one unit is within the area, list the names/numbers of those units.):

a) Inventory Source:
Initial Inventory Decisions — Public Lands Administered by BLM Nevada — Wilderness
(Sept. 1979)

b) Inventory Unit Number(s)/Name(s):
NV-050-0450/Striped Hills
NV-050-0451/Specter Range

c¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s):
Nevada BLM Initial Wilderness Inventory Decisions (September 30, 1979)

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):
Las Vegas District

e) BLM Initial Inventory Findings on Record:
If more than one BLM inventory unit is associated with the area, list each unit and answer
each question individually for each inventory unit:

Unit Number/Name Size Natural Condition?
(Initial Acres) (Y/N)

NV-050-0450/Striped Hills 20,698 Y

NV-050-0451/Specter Range 34,340 Y

Summary of any known primary reasons for prior findings from the table above:

NV-050-0450/Striped Hills: 20,698 will be intensively inventoried. Although public
comments were received supporting the presence and absence of wilderness characteristics,
the bureau believes that the area could possible contain wilderness characteristics and should
be intensively inventoried. The unit consists of low rolling hills and plains broken by a ridge
in the center of the unit. Despite these impacts, portions of the area are in a natural condition
and the unit in general may be essentially natural.

NV-050-0451/Specter Range: 34,340 will be intensively inventoried. Because of the effort
done by this district on the Overthrust Belt special, accelerated inventory, public comments
received in this unit were not field checked or verified. The original recommendation will
stand and the BLM staff will field check the comments during the intensive inventory. The
area appears to be in a natural condition.
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2. Is there existing BLM intensive wilderness inventory information on all or part of this area?

No __ (Go to Form 2)
Yes X (if more than one unit is within the area, list the names/numbers of those units.):

a)

b)

Inventory Source:
Wilderness Study Area Decisions — Nevada BLM Intensive Wilderness Inventory (Nov.
1980)

Inventory Unit Name(s)/Number(s):
NV-050-0450/Striped Hills
NV-050-0451/Specter Range

Map Name(s)/Number(s):
Nevada BLM Wilderness Study Recommendations Based On Intensive Inventory (Apr.
1980)

BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):
Las Vegas District

BLM Intensive Inventory Findings on Record:
If more than one BLM inventory unit is associated with the area, list each unit and answer
each question individually for each inventory unit:

Unit Number/ Size Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Name (Final (Y/N) Solitude? Primitive & Values?
Acres) (Y/N) Unconfined (Y/N)
Recreation?
(Y/N)
NV-050-0450/ 18,688 Y N N N
Striped Hills
NV-050-0451/ 29,480 Y N N Y
Specter Range
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Year: 2010 Inventory Unit Number/Name: NV-SN-30-004/Specter Range

FORM 2
DOCUMENTATION OF CURRENT WILDERNESS INVENTORY CONDITIONS:
(1) Is the unit of sufficient size?
Yes X No __

Description:

The unit is located north of Highway 95, just east of Lathrop Wells and extends to approximately
5 miles southwest of Mercury. The unit contains the Striped Hills in the northwestern corner,
Rock Valley and the Specter Range in the center and Mercury Valley in the east. The northern
and eastern boundary of the unit is contiguous with the Nevada Test Site. The west boundary is
contiguous with a powerline right-of-way, while the southern boundary generally includes the
hills and valleys north of Highway 95. The unit is bisected by an access road to the Nevada Test
Site. The resulting two disconnected sub-units are NV-SN-30-004A (28,742 acres) and NV-SN-
30-004B (13,567 acres) meet the size criteria and are analyzed further.

(2) Is the unit in a natural condition?

Yes X No NA

Description:

NV-SN-30-004A: Five bighorn sheep wildlife water developments are located within the unit.
Few ways exist. No other evidence of human occupation or development was observed. The unit
generally appears to be affected primarily by the forces of nature with the imprint of man’s work
substantially unnoticeable.

NV-SN-30-004B: One bighorn sheep wildlife water development is located in the northeast
portion of the sub-unit. No evidence of human occupation or development was observed. The unit
generally appears to be affected primarily by the forces of nature with the imprint of man’s work
substantially unnoticeable.

(3) Does the unit (or the remainder of the unit if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
solitude?

Yes No X N/A
Description:

NV-SN-30-004A: The vegetation consists of low desert shrubs and cactus which provides
minimal screening. The Specter Range provides topographic screening consisting of rolling hills,
peaks, and draws; the knife-like ridge offers few good valley or canyons, and therefore areas with
good screening are limited. The flat, open desert and valleys surrounding the Specter Range offer
limited topographic screening. Though opportunities for solitude are present they are not
outstanding as compared with other areas in the region.
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NV-SN-30-004B: The vegetation consists of low desert shrubs which provide very minimal
screening. The major topographical feature is the Striped Hills which are located near the
northwestern portion of the unit. These offer less than outstanding topographic screening due to
their relatively small size and lack of relief and features. The rest of the unit is comprised of
valleys, alluvial terraces, and bajadas. Natural screening over the majority of the unit is poor; the
only good screening available is in the small draws and arroyos near the hills.

(4) Does the unit (or the remainder of the unit if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes No X NA

Description:

NV-SN-30-004A: Hiking, sightseeing, wildlife viewing, and bighom sheep hunting would be the
highest quality opportunity in the unit. Backpacking is possible due to the presence of artificial
waters. Horseback riding is limited over much of the sub-unit due to the terrain. There are a
number of primitive recreation opportunities available however the unit lacks outstanding
opportunities for recreation both in the diversity in the number of primitive and unconfined
recreational activities possible or the outstanding quality of one opportunity.

NV-SN-30-004B: Hiking would provide the highest quality opportunity. Most of the primitive
and unconfined recreational activities would be poor to good, lacking in outstanding quality due
to the lack of vegetative and topographic diversity, challenge to the recreationist and lack of
water. Though a number of primitive recreational opportunities exist, the unit lacks outstanding
opportunities for recreation both in the diversity in the number of primitive and unconfined
recreational activities possible or the outstanding quality of one opportunity.

(5) Does the unit have supplemental values?
Yes No N/AX

Description:
NV-SN-30-004A: N/A

NV-SN-30-004B:N/A
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Summary of Findings and Conclusion

Unit Name and Number: NV-SN-30-004/Specter Range
Map Title:_ Wilderness Inventory Unit NV-SN-30-004/Specter Range

Summary
Results of Analysis:
1. Does the arca meet any of the size requirements?
NV-SN-30-004A: XYes _ No
NV-SN-30-004B: XYes _ No
2. Does the area appear to be natural?
NV-SN-30-004A: XYes No N/A
NV-SN-30-004B: XYes _ No N/A
3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of
recreation?
NV-SN-30-004A: ~ Yes XNo = NA
NV-SN-30-004B: ~Yes XNo = NA
4. Does the area have supplemental values?
NV-SN-30-004A: ~Yes No XNA
NV-SN-30-004B: ~Yes  No XNA
Conclusion
Check One:

~ The area—or a portion of the area—has wilderness character (items 1, 2 and 3 are checked “yes”).
X The area does not have wilderness character (any of items 1, 2 or 3 are checked “no”).
Field Inventoried by:

Eric Delynko. Desert Clean-up 10/07/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Dave Fanning, Geologist 10/07/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Sendi Kalcic, Wilderness Specialist 10/07/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Prepared by:
Sendi Kalcic, Wilderness Specialist 12/23/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Approved by:
/}/}zec ¢
2 ;
U oA N
Field Manager | Date
Pahrump Field Office

This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It does not
represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under either
43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-2.
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