Year: 2010

FORM 1

Inventory Unit Number/Name: NV-SN-52-009/Arrow Canyon Addition

DOCUMENTATION OF BLM WILDERNESS INVENTORY FINDINGS ON RECORD:

1. Is there existing BLM initial wilderness inventory information on all or part of this area?

No __ (Go to Question 2)
Yes X (if more than one unit is within the area, list the names/numbers of those units.):

a)

b)

Inventory Source:

Initial Inventory Decisions — Public Lands Administered by BLM Nevada — Wilderness
(Sept. 1979)

Wildemess Inventory Situation Analysis

Inventory Unit Number(s)/Name(s):
NV-050-0215 (IPP-09)/Arrow Canyon Range
NV-050-02R-01/Dry Lake Valley

Map Name(s)/Number(s):
Nevada BLM Initial Wilderness Inventory Decisions (September 30, 1979)

BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):
Las Vegas District

BLM Initial Inventory Findings on Record:
If more than one BLM inventory unit is associated with the area, list each unit and answer
each question individually for each inventory unit:

Unit Number/Name Size Natural Condition?
(Initial Acres) | (Y/N)

NV-050-0215 (IPP-09)/Arrow Canyon Range 148,192 N

NV-050-02R-01/Dry Lake Valley 26,636 N

Summary of any known primary reasons for prior findings from the table above:

NV-050-0215 (IPP-09)/Arrow Canyon Range: This area has already been intensively
inventoried because of a special project. The intensive inventory found that the area lacked
wilderness characteristics and it was dropped from further wilderness consideration.

NV-050-02R-01/Dry Lake Valley: 23,636 acres will be dropped from further wilderness

consideration. A paved highway, a powerline, a railroad line, beacons, pipelines, reservoirs,
and buildings exist within the unit. No single roadless unit of 5,000 acres.
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2. Is therc existing BLM intensive wilderness inventory information on all or part of this area?

No __ (Go to Form 2)
Yes X (if more than one unit is within the area, list the names/numbers of those units.):

a) Inventory Source:
Wilderness Inventory Wilderness Characteristics Analysis
Wilderness Inventory Wilderness Summary Sheet
b) Inventory Unit Number(s)/Name(s):
[PP-09/Arrow Canyon Range
¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s):
Nevada BLM Wilderness Study Recommendations Based On Intensive Inventory (April 1,
1980)
d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):
Las Vegas District
a) BLM Intensive Inventory Findings on Record:
If more than one BLM inventory unit is associated with the area, list each unit and answer
each question individually for each inventory unit:
Unit#/Name Size Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
(Final (Y/N) Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Acres) (Y/N) Unconfined | (Y/N)
Recreation?
(YN)
NV-050-0215 (IPP-09)/ | 143,000 N N N Y
Arrow Canyon Range
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Year: 2010 Inventory Unit Number/Name: NV-SN-52-009/Arrow Canyon Addition

FORM 2
DOCUMENTATION OF CURRENT WILDERNESS INVENTORY CONDITIONS:

Unit Number/Name: NV-SN-52-009/Arrow Canyon Addition

(1) Is the unit of sufficient size?

Yes X No __
Description:

The unit is located approximately 35 miles northeast Las Vegas, Nevada and is contiguous with
Arrow Canyon Wilderness (BLM). The northern boundary of the unit is adjacent utility rights-of-
ways south of Highway 168. The west boundary of the unit includes the bajada west of Arrow
Canyon Wilderness and designated utility corridors south along the wilderness boundary. The
southern extent of the unit generally follows section lines contiguous with the Moapa River
Indian Reservation (Bureau of Indian Affairs). The eastern boundary is delineated by various
maintained roads and follows sections lines contiguous with the Moapa River Indian Reservation.
The resulting unit is comprised of four disconnected subunits which are all contiguous with
Arrow Canyon Wilderness. Therefore, the following sub-units meet the size criteria and are
evaluated further: NV-SN-52-009A (32,250 acres); NV-SN-52-009B (5,523 acres); NV-SN-52-
009C (3,345 acres); NV-SN-52-009D (4,845 acres).

(2) Is the unit in a natural condition?
Yes X No N/A

Description:

NV-SN-52-009A: The sub-unit appears to be primarily affected by the forces of nature with
man’s work substantially unnoticeable. There are several ways located within the unit, including
those used for motorized racing events. There is no additional known evidence of human use or
occupation within the sub-unit.

NV-SN-52-009B: The sub-unit appears to be primarily affected by the forces of nature with
man’s work substantially unnoticeable. There are four small game wildlife water developments, a
well, and several ways located within the unit. There is no additional known evidence of human
use or occupation within the sub-unit.

NV-SN-52-009C: The sub-unit appears to be primarily affected by the forces of nature with
man’s work substantially unnoticeable. There are few documented ways located within the unit.
There is no additional known evidence of human use or occupation within the sub-unit.

NV-SN-52-009D: The sub-unit appears to be primarily affected by the forces of nature with

man’s work substantially unnoticeable. There is no additional known evidence of human use,
occupation, or disturbances within the sub-unit.
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3)

C))

Docs the unit (or the remainder of the unit if a portion has been excluded duc to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
solitude?

Yes X No N/A

Description:

NV-SN-52-009A: The vegetation within the sub-unit is typical of the Mojave Desert consisting of
shrubs, cacti, grasses, and yucca. The vegetation is low growing and sparse, which provides
minimal screening. The topography of this sub-unit includes portions of Battleship Wash and

Side Canyon Wasl, separated by a north-south trending low mountain range in addition to other
lesser hilltops and open bajada. While the size and configuration of the sub-unit offers an
opportunity for solitude, the lack of topographic and vegetative diversity are less than outstanding
and not unlike those opportunities found relative to the general public lands.

NV-SN-52-009B: The vegetation within the sub-unit is typical of the Mojave Desert consisting of
shrubs, cacti, grasses, and yucca. The vegetation is low growing and sparse, which provides
minimal screening. The topography of the sub-unit includes gently rolling low hills, desert
pavement, a portion of Pahranagat Wash, and the northern cliffs of Arrow Canyon. The size and
configuration of the unit is sufficient to provide some opportunities for solitude. While the
vegetation lends little to outstanding opportunities for solitude, the topography, particularly in the
southwest portion of the sub-unit around Arrow Canyon provides rugged terrain in the form of
the narrows, sides canyons, and draws where opportunities for solitude are outstanding.

NV-SN-52-009C: The vegetation within the sub-unit is typical of the Mojave Desert consisting of
shrubs, cacti, grasses, Joshua tree, and yucca. The vegetation is low growing and very sparse,
providing minimal screening. The topography consists of the edge of a former lakebed and bajada
extending from the west slope of the Arrow Canyon Range. The size, configuration and lack of
vegetative and topographic diversity result in less than outstanding opportunities for solitude.

NV-SN-52-009D: The vegetation within the sub-unit is typical of the Mojave Desert consisting of
shrubs, cacti, grasses, and yucca. The terrain includes the north-south trending middle portion of
the Arrow Canyon Range and includes some cliffs, canyons, and draws. The size and
configuration of the sub-unit affords some ability to find solitude and a secluded spot. While the
opportunity for solitude exists, it is moderate at best in relation to general public lands.

Does the unit (or the remainder of the unit if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes X No N/A

Description:

NV-SN-52-009A: Though opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation exist, they are
not outstanding. Opportunities for hiking, nature study, and photography within the sub-unit are
not unlike those opportunities found relative to general public lands. Horseback riding is possible
in the lower elevations; this activity as well as backpacking is limited due to the lack of available
water. The unit lacks outstanding opportunities for recreation both in the diversity in the number
of primitive and unconfined recreational activities possible or the outstanding quality of one
opportunity.
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NV-SN-52-009B: Opportunities for recreation include hiking, nature study, and photography.
Bird and small game hunting are possible. This sub-unit contains the northern near vertical wall
which makes up Arrow Canyon. Primitive recreation is outstanding in this area due to the distinct
and unique opportunity for hiking in this long narrows. Technical rock climbing is also possible
within the canyon. The unit has outstanding opportunities for recreation due to the outstanding
quality of one activity.

NV-SN-52-009C: Though opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation exist, they are
not outstanding. Horseback riding would be the highest quality recreational experience; however
lack of available water limits both extended horseback riding trips and backpacking.
Opportunities for hiking, nature study, and photography within the sub-unit are not unlike those
opportunities found relative to general public lands. The unit lacks outstanding opportunities for
recreation both in the diversity in the number of primitive and unconfined recreational activities
possible or the outstanding quality of one opportunity.

NV-SN-52-009D: Though opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation exist, they are
not outstanding. Hiking, nature study and photography would be the highest quality recreational
experience, though not unlike those opportunities found relative to general public lands.
Horseback riding is not possible due to the difficulty of terrain. Backpacking is limited due to the
lack of available water. Hunting for bighorn sheep is possible. The unit lacks outstanding
opportunities for recreation both in the diversity in the number of primitive and unconfined
recreational activities possible or the outstanding quality of one opportunity.

(5) Does the unit have supplemental values?
Yes X No N/A __

Description:
NV-SN-52-009A: N/A

NV-SN-52-009B: The sub-unit contains geological, biological, archeological, and scenic values.
There are three Areas of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) overlapping the sub-unit:
Mormon Mesa/Arrow Canyon ACEC; Arrow Canyon ACEC; and Mormon Mesa ACEC. The
unit contains critical habitat for the federally endangered desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizii).
There are numerous known prehistoric cultural sites including petroglyphs, pictographs, agave
roasting pits, shelter caves, lithic and ceramic scatters, and rock alignments. The sub-unit contains
a unique geologic formation of scientific interest, in additional to vertebrate and invertebrate
fossils.

NV-SN-52-009C: N/A

NV-SN-52-009D: N/A
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Summary of Findings and Conclusion

Unit Name and Number: NV-SN-52-009/Arrow Canyon Addition
Map Title: Wilderness Inventory Unit NV-SN-52-009/Arrow Canyon Addition

Summary
Results of Analysis:
1. Does the area meet any of the size requirements?
NV-SN-52-009A: XYes _ No
NV-SN-52-009B: XYes _No
NV-SN-52-009C: XYes No
NV-SN-52-009D: XYes _ No
2. Does the area appear to be natural?
NV-SN-52-009A: XYes __ No _ N/A
NV-SN-52-009B: XYes __No __ NA
NV-SN-52-009C: XYes _ No _ NA
NV-SN-52-009D: XYes _No __ NA
3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type
of recreation?
NV-SN-52-009A: __Yes XNo _ NA
NV-SN-52-009B: XYes __ No _ NA
NV-SN-52-009C: __Yes XNo _ N/A
NV-SN-52-009D: __Yes XNo __ NA
4. Does the area have supplemental values?
NV-SN-52-009A: __Yes _ No XN/A
NV-SN-52-009B: XYes No __N/A
NV-SN-52-009C: ~ Yes __No XNA
NV-SN-52-009D: __Yes __No XNA
Conclusion
Check One:

X The area—or a portion of the area—has wilderness character (items 1, 2 and 3 are checked
“yes”)'

___ The area does not have wilderness character (any of items 1, 2 or 3 are checked “no”).

Page 1 of 2



Ficld Inventoried by:
Evan Allen, Geologist, 10/12/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Sendi Kalcic, Wilderness Specialist 10/12/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Prepared by:
Sendi Kalcic, Wilderness Specialist 12/27/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Approved by:

@/\ﬁ. Q/ [ I 2\ l = ||
Field Manager Date
Las Vegas Field Office

This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It
does not represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative
remedies under either 43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-2.
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