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Year: 2010 Inventory Unit Number/Name: NV-SN-52-008/lreteba Peaks Addition

FORM 1
DOCUMENTATION OF BLM WILDERNESS INVENTORY FINDINGS ON RECORD:
1. Is there existing BLM initial wilderness inventory information on all or part of this area?

No __ (Go to Question 2)
Yes X (if more than one unit is within the area, list the names/numbers of those units.):

a) Inventory Source:
Initial Inventory Decisions — Public Lands Administered by BLM Nevada - Wilderness
(Sept. 1979)
Overthrust Belt Special Wilderness Inventory
Wilderness Inventory Wilderness Summary Sheet

b) Inventory Unit Number(s)/Name(s):
NV-050-0438/Ireteba Peaks

¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s):
Nevada BLM Initial Wilderness Inventory Decisions (September 30, 1979)

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):
Las Vegas District

e¢) BLM Initial Inventory Findings on Record:
If more than one BLM inventory unit is associated with the area, list each unit and answer
each question individually for each inventory unit:

Unit Number/Name ~ |size Natural Condition?
(Initial Acres) (Y/N)

35441 | Y

NV-050-0438/Ireteba Peaks

Summary of any known primary reasons for prior findings from the table above:

This unit is currently undergoing an accelerated intensive inventory due to a special project.
The results of that intensive inventory will be announced separately through a Wilderness
Bulletin. A powerline and a road exist in the northern section of the unit. Despite these
impacts, portions of the area are in a natural condition, and the unit in general may be in an
essentially natural condition.

2. Is there existing BLM intensive wilderness inventory information on all or part of this area?

No __ (Go te Form 2)
Yes X (if more than one unit is within the area, list the names/numbers of those units.):
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a) Imnventory Source:
Overthrust Belt Special Wilderness Inventory

b) Inventory Unit Name(s)/Number(s):
NV-050-0438/Ireteba Peaks

¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s):
Nevada BLM Wilderness Study Recommendations Based On Intensive Inventory (April 1,
1980)

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):
Las Vegas District

e) BLM Intensive Inventory Findings on Record:
If more than one BLM inventory unit is associated with the area, list each unit and answer
each question individually for each inventory unit:

Unit#/ Size Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Name (Final (Y/N) Solitude? Primitive & Values?
Acres) (Y/N) Unconfined (Y/N)
Recreation?
‘ _ (Y/N) .
NV-050-0438/ 12,000 Y Y Y Y
| Ireteba Peaks B e ! o
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Year: 2010 Inventory Unit Number/Name: NV-SN-52-008/1rcteba Pcaks Addition

FORM 2
DOCUMENTATION OF CURRENT WILDERNESS INVENTORY CONDITIONS:

Unit Number/Name: NV-SN-52-008/Ireteba Peaks Addition

(1) Is the unit of sufficient size?
Yes X No __

Description:

This single unit totals approximately 5,378 acres. The unit is located approximately eight miles
northeast of Searchlight and encompasses the southernmost extent of the north-south trending
Eldorado Mountains. The unit includes its namesake, the Ireteba Peaks in the easternmost portion
of the unit and its boundary is contiguous with the Ireteba Peaks Wilderness (BLM) to the east.
The west and south boundaries of the unit generally include the foothills of the Eldorado
Mountains and are contiguous with private lands in MDM T. 27 S., R. 64 E., Sec. 24. The
northern boundary of the unit it contiguous with a power line right-of-way.

(2) Is the unit in a natural condition?

Yes X No N/A __

Description:

The area is predominantly natural. No documented roads or routes are located within the unit due
to the rugged and loose terrain. No other evidence of modern developments and use (e.g. mining,
grazing, wildlife water developments) are located within the unit. No other evidence of human
occupation or improvement was observed. The unit generally appears to be affected primarily by
the forces of nature with the imprint of man’s work substantially unnoticeable.

(3) Does the unit (or the remainder of the unit if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
solitude?

Yes X No N/A __

Description:

Opportunities for solitude exist though they are less than outstanding due to lack of vegetative
and topographic diversity. The vegetation is typical of the Mojave desert and is comprised of low
sparse shrubs, jucca, and Joshua trees. The higher levations have scattered pinyon and juniper.
Screening is minimal. The topography includes the central spine of the Eldorado Mountains,
intersected by small canyons which slope away from the crest. The rugged, broken landform
provides some screening for visitors.

Outstanding opportunities for solitude must be identified within an area, however it need not be
present on every acre in order for a unit to meet the element of solitude. While this unit in and of
itself lacks outstanding opportunities for solitude, this entire unit is located in what was formerly
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the Ireteba Pcaks Wilderness Study Area (WSA). This WSA was contiguous to the east with
National Park Service, Lake Mead National Recreation Area wilderness proposal Unit #4/Opal
Mountain which was identified as having outstanding opportunities for solitude. This discussion
concludes that since this wilderness element had been identified previously, release from
wilderness study does not eradicate the existence of outstanding solitude and therefore this sub-
unit meets this wilderness element.

(4) Does the unit (or the remainder of the unit if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes X No __ N/A __

Description:

There are a number of primitive recreation opportunities available however the unit lacks
outstanding opportunities for recreation both in the diversity in the number of primitive and
unconfined recreational activities possible or the outstanding quality of one opportunity. Hiking,
camping, hunting, and nature studies are possible though not unlike those opportunities in relation
to general public lands. Backpacking and camping may be limited due to the lack of available
water. Horseback riding would be limited due to the lack of water and ruggedness in some areas
which would make horse travel difficult or impossible.

Outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation must be identified within an
area, however it need not be present on every acre in order for a unit to meet the element of
solitude. While this unit in and of itself lacks outstanding opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation, this entire unit is located in what was formerly the Ireteba Peaks
Wilderness Study Area (WSA). This WSA was contiguous to the east with National Park Service,
Lake Mead National Recreation Area wilderness proposal Unit #4/Opal Mountain which was
identified as having outstanding opportunities for solitude. This discussion concludes that since
this wilderness element had been identified previously, release from wilderness study does not
eradicate the existence of outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation and
therefore this sub-unit meets this wilderness element.

(5) Does the unit have supplemental values?

Yes X No N/A __

Description:

The cliffs and canyons provide habitat for desert bighorn sheep while wild horses occupy the
southeast portion of the unit. The area is within a desert tortoise Area of Critical Environmental
Concern. The unit contains prehistoric cultural resources including shelter caves, quarry sites, and
campsites.
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Summary of Findings and Conclusion

Unit Name and Number: NV-SN-52-008/Ireteba Peaks Addition
Map Title: Wilderness Inventory Unit NV-SN-52-008/Ireteba Peaks Addition

Summary
Results of Analysis:

1. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? XYes _ No
2. Does the area appear to be natural? XYes _ No

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type

of recreation? XYes No NA
4. Does the area have supplemental values? XYes No _ NA

Conclusion

Check One:

X The area—or a portion of the area—has wilderness character (items 1, 2 and 3 are checked
‘$yes”)‘

__The area does not have wilderness character (any of items 1, 2 or 3 are checked “no”).
Field Inventoried by:

Nora Caplette, Weed Management Specialist, 10/08/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Sendi Kalcic, Wilderness Specialist 10/08/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Prepared by:
Sendi Kalcic, Wilderness Specialist 12/23/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Approved by:

@/\. & @, \ \ 2\ \ Z_° |\
Field Manager Date
Las Vegas Field Office

This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It
does not represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative
remedies under either 43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-2.
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