Year: 2010

FORM 1

o ®

Inventory Unit Number/Name: NV-SN-52-023/Mormon Mountains Addition

DOCUMENTATION OF BLM WILDERNESS INVENTORY FINDINGS ON RECORD:

1. Is there existing BLM initial wilderness inventory information on all or part of this area?

No __ (Go to Question 2)
Yes X (if more than one unit is within the area, list the names/numbers of those units.):

a)

b)

Inventory Source:
Initial Inventory Decisions — Public Lands Administered by BLM Nevada -~ Wilderness
(Sept. 1979)

Inventory Unit Number(s)/Name(s):
NV-050-0161/Mormon Mountains

Map Name(s)/Number(s):
Nevada BLM Initial Wilderness Inventory Decisions (September 30, 1979)

BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):
Las Vegas District

BLM Initial Inventory Findings on Record:
If more than one BLM inventory unit is associated with the area, list each unit and answer
each question individually for each inventory unit:

Unit Number/Name Size Natural Condition?
(Initial Acres) (Y/N)

NV-050-0161/Mormon Mountains 246,812 ?

Summary of any known primary reasons for prior findings from the table above:

NV-050-0161/Mormon Mountains: This unit is currently undergoing an accelerated intensive
inventory due to a special project. The results of that intensive inventory will be announced
separately through a Wilderness Bulletin.

2. Is there existing BLM intensive wilderness inventory information on all or part of this area?

No X (Go to Form 2)
Yes __ (if more than one unit is within the area, list the names/numbers of those units.):

a)
b)

<)

Inventory Source:
Inventory Unit Name(s)/Number(s):

Map Name(s)/Number(s):
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d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):

e) BLM Intensive Inventory Findings on Record:
If more than one BLM inventory unit is associated with the area, list each unit and answer
each question individually for each inventory unit:

Unit#/ Size Naturalness? | Outstanding r_Outstanding Supplemental
Name (Final (Y/N) Solitude? Primitive & Values?
Acres) (Y/N) Unconfined (Y/N)
Recreation?
L (Y/N) _
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FORM 2

DOCUMENTATION OF CURRENT WILDERNESS INVENTORY CONDITIONS:

Unit Number/Name: NV-SN-52-023/Mormon Mountains Addition

»

2

3)

Is the unit of sufficient size?

Yes X No __
Description:

This is located approximately 60 miles northeast of Las Vegas and 16 miles northwest of
Mesquite in Nevada. This u-shaped unit is contiguous with the Mormon Mountains Wilderness
(BLM). The eastern boundary of the unit generally follows the Carp-Elgin Road and is adjacent
the Mormon Mesa designated utility corridor. The southern boundary follows roads and section
lines north of Glendale Peak. The western boundary generally follows designated routes and
section lines east of Meadow Valley Wash and excludes the designated Community Pit Area. The
unit includes the mesa and bajadas leading to Whitmore Wash and Weiser Wash. The Clark
County/Lincoln County boundary is also the north boundary of the unit. The resulting area is
actually comprised of two disconnected sub-units: NV-SN-52-023A (22,290 acres) and NV-SN-
52-023B (21,060 acres).

Is the unit in a natural condition?
Yes X No N/A
Description:

NV-SN-52-023A: An NDOT material site is located in T. 13 S, R. 67 E. Section 35; while the
material site is obvious to the casual observer, it is currently inactive and has the potential to be
rehabilitated. The eastern portion of the unit contains an RS2477 Road and several noticeable
disturbed camping areas. Evidence of former mining and ranching activity exists in form of metal
scoops, pipes, cement. There is a rock and mortar dam located within one of the canyons and is
thought to be associated with the Civilian Conservation Corps. This sub-unit remains largely in
its natural condition with man’s work substantially unnoticeable.

NV-SN-52-023B: The sub-unit contains numerous relatively small mining test pits, particularly in
the southwestern portion, as well as mining claim posts. While obvious to the casual observer, the
evidence is localized within that portion of the unit and has the potential to return to a natural
condition following reclamation activities. There are several documented ways within the unit.
No other evidence of human use or occupation is known to exist. The area generally appears to be
affected primarily by the forces of nature with man’s work substantially unnoticeable.

Does the unit (or the remainder of the unit if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
solitude?

Yes No X N/A

Description:
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NV-SN-52-023A: The sub-unit size and configuration are adequate to offer an opportunity for
solitude. The vegetation is comprised of desert shrubs typical of the Mojave Desert, and includes
some Joshua Tree. The vegetation is predominantly very low growing and sparse, and therefore
provides minimal screening. The sub-unit surrounds the southernmost extent of the Mormon
Mountains and includes its foothills as well as the adjacent bajadas and mesas. The topography is
generally gently sloping and flat, with little topographic variability. While opportunities for
solitude are possible, they are not outstanding compared to the region.

NV-SN-52-023B: The sub-unit size and configuration are adequate to offer an opportunity for
solitude. The vegetation is comprised of desert shrubs typical of the Mojave Desert. The
vegetation is predominantly very low growing and sparse, and therefore provides minimal
screening. The sub-unit extends west from the southernmost extent of the Mormon Mountains
where the terrain is primarily gently sloping bajadas and mesas with very little topographic
variability. While opportunities for solitude are possible, they are not outstanding compared to the
region.

(4) Does the unit (or the remainder of the unit if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes No X N/A

Description:

NV-SN-52-023A: There are some primitive recreation opportunities available however, the unit
lacks outstanding opportunities for recreation both in the diversity in the number of primitive and
unconfined recreational activities possible or the outstanding quality of one opportunity. Hiking,
trapping, photography, and nature studies are possible though not unlike those opportunities
found in relation to general public lands. Backpacking and horseback riding are possible though
limited due to the lack of available water. All of the available opportunities would be of fair
quality.

NV-SN-52-023B: Photography, hunting small games, and nature studies would be possible
though not unlike those opportunities available on general public lands. Hiking would be poor
quality due to a lack of interesting destinations, features, or challenge. Horseback riding would be
possible due to the gentle terrain, however this activity as well as backpacking would be limited
to lack of available water. There are primitive recreation opportunities available however the unit
lacks outstanding opportunities for recreation both in the diversity in the number of primitive and
unconfined recreational activities possible or the outstanding quality of one opportunity.

(5) Does the unit have supplemental values?

Yes No N/A X

Description:
N/A
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Summary of Findings and Conclusion

Unit Name and Number: NV-SN-52-023/Mormon Mountains Addition
Map Title: Wilderness Inventory Unit NV-SN-52-023/Mormon Mountains Addition

Summary
Results of Analysis:
1. Does the area meet any of the size requirements?
NV-SN-52-023A: XYes _ No
NV-SN-52-023B: XYes _ No
2. Does the area appear to be natural?
NV-SN-52-023A: X Yes No
NV-SN-52-023B: XYes = No
3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type of
recreation?
NV-SN-52-023A: _Yes XNo _ NA
NV-8N-52-023B: _Yes XNo _ NA
4. Does the area have supplemental values?
NV-SN-52-023A: ~Yes No XNA
NV-SN-52-023B: ~ Yes __No XNA
Conclusion
Check One:

____ The area—or a portion of the area—has wilderness character (items 1, 2 and 3 are checked “yes”).
X The area does not have wilderness character (any of items 1, 2 or 3 are checked “no”).
Field Inventoried by:

Sendi Kalcic, Wilderness Specialist 11/20/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Evan Allen, Geologist 11/20/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Prepared by:
Sendi Kalcic, Wilderness Specialist 12/27/2010
(Names, Titles, Date)

Approved

&.7_ zalz e
Field Manager Date
Las Vegas Field Office

This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It does not
represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under either
43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-2.
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