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Dear Reader/ Interested Party: 
 
I am pleased to announce the availability of the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) for the Silver State Solar South Project and Las Vegas Field Office Resource Management Plan 
Amendment, for permitting of solar energy resources. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Las 
Vegas Field Office has prepared this Draft Supplemental EIS in response to right-of-way applications 
submitted by Silver State Solar Power South, LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of First Solar, Inc., to 
construct and operate a 350-megawatt photovoltaic solar plant and associated facilities on public lands 
approximately 2 miles east of Primm, in southern Clark County, Nevada. Cooperating Agencies for this 
Draft Supplemental EIS include the Environmental Protection Agency, National Park Service, Clark 
County Department of Aviation, and Nevada Division of Wildlife. 
 
The purpose of this Supplemental EIS is to assist BLM in its decision-making process with respect to the 
requested right-of-way. This Draft Supplemental EIS considers the expected environmental effects 
associated with granting the right-of-way on public land and subsequent construction and operation of the 
Silver State Solar South Project. This document also considers the effects of potential amendments to the 
Las Vegas Field Office Resource Management Plan that would be needed to approve the Project. The 
BLM is interested in your review and comment on the accuracy and completeness of this document. The 
Draft Supplemental EIS will be available for review for 90 calendar days from the date the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency publishes the Notice of Availability in the Federal Register.  
 
The BLM intends to hold public meetings in Nevada during the 90-day comment period. The BLM will 
announce all public meeting times and locations at least 15 days in advance through public notices, media 
news releases, or mailings. In addition, information will be posted online at the BLM website: 
http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en.html. The Draft Supplemental EIS will be available on the internet at 
http://blm.gov/nv/st/en/fo/lvfo/blm_programs/energy.html, as well as in the public room in the BLM 
Southern Nevada District Office. A Final Supplemental EIS will be prepared that will consider comments 
received during the 90-day comment period. 
 
Comments should be sent to: 
Attn: Greg Helseth 
Renewable Energy Project Manager 
4701 N. Torrey Pines Drive 
Las Vegas, NV 89130 
FAX: 702.515.5023 
Email: ghelseth@blm.gov 
 
Enclosure: 
As stated 
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Abstract 
 

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Las Vegas Field Office (LVFO) has prepared this 
Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement to address new information associated with 
the project analyzed in the Final EIS for the Silver State Solar Energy Project (BLM 2010). 
These changes comprise 1) modified layouts of the solar arrays and appurtenant facilities 
identified as Phases II and III in the BLM’s 2010 Final EIS; 2) amendments to the LVFO 
Resource Management Plan (RMP) that are required to approve the Project as proposed, as it 
would be out of compliance with the existing RMP; and 3) consideration of comments received 
during scoping for the Supplemental EIS.  

The 2010 Final EIS provided an analysis of proposed development within a 7,925-acre right-of-
way (ROW) application area. In early 2011, Silver State submitted a ROW application 
(designated as NVN-089530) for the Silver State Solar South Project encompassing an additional 
5,610 acres of BLM-administered public lands. This area includes 5,069 additional acres 
immediately north of the previously analyzed ROW application area and a 541-acre area 
immediately west. This additional acreage allowed the development of site layout alternatives for 
the Silver State Solar South Project to avoid impacts to interstate drainages, reduce impacts to 
desert tortoise and other special status species, and minimize impacts to recreational areas in the 
Jean Lake/Roach Lake Special Recreation Management Area (SRMA).  
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