
Seachlight Wind Project New Visualizations 

 

^Beautiful hills next to the town of Searchlight in southern Navada, with Lake Mohave (part of 
the Colorado River) in the background currently... 
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^And after proposed wind turbines are constructed. This visualization does not show all the new 
roads that would have to be graded into this pristine desert at access the turbine sites, 
fragmenting this Mojave Desert cactus-yucca-Joshua tree habitat. 

February 6, 2011 - These photos represent “Before” and “After” showing the proposed locations 
for the 428-foot tall wind turbines planned by Duke Energy near Searchlight. 

The photos were taken from a hilltop approximately 2.8 miles northeast of the intersection of 
U.S. 95 and State Route 164. The “before” photo shows thousands of acres of untouched ancient 
Joshua trees, Mojave Yuccas, Cholla, and creosote bushes, and beautiful views of Lake Mohave.  

The “After” photo simulates the numbers of turbines, their location according to USGS 
topographic maps, and Duke Energy’s Site Layout Map dated November 10, 2009. This photo 
shows approximately 30 of the 87 turbines planned by Duke for the Searchlight area, and is 
accurate with respect to the relative height and distance from the site where the photo was taken. 

There will be turbines on both sides of the road from Searchlight to Cottonwood Cove on Lake 
Mohave. 

Three more wind farms are planned for the region, so four wind farms would be visible from the 
vantage point northeast of Searchlight, Nevada. 

What the simulation does not show is the hundreds of acres of destruction necessary to grade 
wide, compacted access roads to each turbine, and the large areas cleared and leveled for each 
turbine, which may be anywhere from two to five acres for each construction site. 

This area is frequented by Golden Eagles, Harris’s Hawks, Cooper’s Hawks, Red-Tailed Hawks, 
and Turkey Vultures. Many varieties of birds migrate through this area, as well as nest there. 
Twenty-one of the 23 species of bats found in Nevada have been documented in the Southern 
Nevada area. 

The area is a migration route for the Desert Bighorn Sheep, and home to desert tortoise, many 
species of lizards, and desert rodents. 

Power generated by the turbines will go to California. 
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^Before... 

^After. 
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