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Appendix C: Comments Submitted on the FEIS 



 

C-1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refer to Appendix D:  Errata to the FEIS, MM Water -6 which has 

been updated to include EPA’s suggested language.   

 

 

 

 

 

The Operations and Maintenance facilities will comply with Clark 

County building codes.   
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The decision of whether a take permit is being requested is between the 

applicant and the USFWS.  The BLM will continue to work with the 

USFWS to assess direct and cumulative impacts to the desert tortoise. 

 

 

 

 

Mitigations measures described in the FEIS are included in this ROD 

with minor clarifications as presented in Appendix D:  Errata Pages for 

the FEIS.  Additional BLM mitigation measures have also been added 

to the ROD in Section V. Mitigation and Monitoring. 
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Comment noted. 

 

 

 

This typographical error has been corrected in the ROD (refer to 

Appendix D: Errata to the FEIS).   
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This error has been corrected in the ROD (refer to Appendix D: Errata 

to the FEIS).   

 

 

Section 3.11 has been updated to include the reference to the Nellis 

Wilderness Wash and wilderness characteristics (refer to Appendix D:  

Errata to the FEIS). 

 

 

MM-VIS 5 has been updated to include the requested information 

(refer to Appendix D:  Errata to the FEIS). 

 

If technologies become available that are approved by the Federal 

Aviation Administration (FAA),  the BLM authorized officer may 

require an evaluation of the installation of an audio visual warning 

system (AVWS) for aircraft detection and warning to reduce night 

lighting impacts from wind turbines located within the authorization.  

If an AVWS is authorized by the FAA and determined by the BLM 

authorized officer to be cost effective, the BLM authorized officer may 

require the installation of an AVWS as a condition of the authorization.  

 

 

Refer to Section V. Mitigation and Monitoring of the ROD, which 

discusses additional mitigation measures. The BLM will work with 

federal stakeholders to develop a Memorandum of Understanding to 

address mitigation for the switching station. 
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Refer to Section V. Mitigation and Monitoring of the ROD, which 

discusses additional mitigation measures. The BLM will work with 

federal stakeholders to develop a Memorandum of Understanding to 

address mitigation for the switching station. 
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Section 3.11 has been updated to include a discussion of wilderness 

characteristics (refer to Appendix D: Errata to the FEIS). 



 

C-7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MM-BIO 4 and Chapter 6 have been updated to include the correct 

reference (refer to Appendix D: Errata to the FEIS). 

 

Comment noted. 
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The BLM never amended or agreed to amend the 1998 Las Vegas 

Resource Management Plan (RMP) to exclude or avoid issuance of 

ROWs within the Searchlight Multiple Use Managed Area (MUMA) 

as identified in the 2001 Clark County MSHCP.  The area is "zoned" to 

allow this activity type without size restriction at a "zoning" level. The 

proposed action is in conformance with the 1998 RMP.  The MSHCP 

plan and associated MOUs between the MSHCP permittees and the 

BLM reflected the land management allocations in the 1998 RMP.  

 

The project has been sited outside the Piute/Eldorado Area of Critical 

Environmental Concern (ACEC) and the Piute-Eldorado Critical 

Habitat Unit for the desert tortoise, both categorized as Intensively 

Managed Areas (IMAs) in the Clark County MSHCP.  The area around 

Searchlight, Nevada was excluded from both designations due to 

former mining activities and the future possibility of development in 

this area.  The 2001 Clark County MSHCP recognizes this with the 

conservation management category designation of the area as a 

"Multiple Use Managed Area (MUMA).  MUMAs are undesignated 

BLM managed public lands "on which human activities are not 

precluded and which may, at times, be intense, but nevertheless 

continue to support significant areas of undisturbed natural vegetation.  

MUMAs provide connectivity between populations of species in IMAs 

and [Less Intensively Managed Areas] LIMAs, and areas of more 

intensive use." (page 2-76 Recon 2001).  

 

The FEIS for the Searchlight Wind Energy Project and associated 

biological assessment and biological opinion analyze the impact of the 

proposed action on desert tortoises and their critical habitat, ACECs, 

BLM sensitive species, common wildlife and vegetation.  Therefore, 

the area where Clark County MSHCP projects have been implemented 

has been analyzed. 
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Retirement of the Ireteba Peaks grazing allotment - This mitigation 

action removed the threat and stressor resulting from desert tortoises 

competing with cattle for forage within the Piute/Eldorado ACEC.  

The proposed action of permitting a ROW for a wind farm in the area 

around Searchlight, Nevada, outside the Piute/Eldorado ACEC and 

critical habitat, will not return cattle grazing to this allotment.  The 

allotment remains in "non-use status" as discussed on page 2-196 of 

the Clark County MSHCP (Recon 2001).  This project, therefore, will 

have no impact on the effectiveness of that mitigation action conducted 

by the Clark County Desert Conservation Program. 

 

Weed monitoring and weed treatments - Weed monitoring and weed 

treatments through projects like the Weed Sentry project were 

conducted throughout Clark County.  The mitigation projects reduced 

the threat and stressor of weeds reducing the quality of habitat of 

covered species.  The proposed project has been analyzed for 

environmental impacts resulting from weeds and the ROW grants will 

require the permittee to manage weeds within their ROW. The Clark 

County Desert Conservation Program is not currently funding weed 

management, including maintenance of previous weed treatments, 

within BLM MUMAs.  The ROWs will ensure weed management 

within the Searchlight Wind Energy Project area. 

 

Restoration Projects: All areas restored by BLM are considered 

habitat.  Therefore, if restoration treatment sites are disturbed by a 

future management action, like issuance of a ROW, impacts to loss of 

habitat are analyzed and avoidance, minimization and mitigation are 

identified in the EIS and actions to avoid, reduce or offset those 

impacts are included in the ROD and/or ROW grant.  Please refer to 

Appendix E for a list of required mitigation measures. 
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This letter was not a comment on the DEIS; therefore, it was not 

included in the FEIS.  However, per Clark County Desert Conservation 

Program’s request, the GIS data was forwarded to NNHP on May10, 

2012. 
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Appendix D:  Errata to the FEIS includes the NPCA’s comments on 

the DEIS and the BLM’s responses.  It should be noted that similar 

comments submitted by the NPS, other organizations and individuals 

were addressed in the FEIS.  BLM responses to the NPCA’s comments 

in the errata to the FEIS are consistent with, if not identical to, answers 

provided in the FEIS to similar comments.   
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The BLM will work with federal stakeholders to develop a 

Memorandum of Understanding to address mitigation for the switching 

station. 

 

 

The NPS had similar objections to the location of the proposed 

switching station and its visual impacts in a comment letter dated April 

18, 2012.  This letter and BLM responses were included in the FEIS.  

Refer to Appendix A-4:  Federal Agency Comments pages 14-24. 
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Comment noted 
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Comments noted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refer to Appendix B-4:  Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy of the 

FEIS for the USFWS methodology for determining potential take and 

estimates of take for the Searchlight Wind Energy Project. 

 

 

 

Comment noted. 
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For a variety of reasons the Altamont fatality numbers may be an 

outlier with regard to golden eagle fatalities at wind energy facilities. 

In addition to the dense configuration of older-generation turbines, 

high prey densities and lack of breeding eagles possibly attract sub-

adults and floaters to the Altamont, contributing to the high activity 

and high fatality rates. In addition, the limited amount of repowering 

that has occurred at Altamont suggests that eagle (and raptor) fatality 

rates will decline as the older turbines are replaced by fewer, taller, and 

higher power-rated turbines. Initial results of the repowering suggest 

that golden eagle fatality rates could decline by more than 80% with 

complete turbine replacement and comparable power output (Insignia 

2009; Smallwood and Karas 2009; ICF 2011). 
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Comments noted. 
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Comments noted. 
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Comments noted. 
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Comments noted. 
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At the time baseline surveys were completed for the project, 

Nevada had no official policy or protocols for avian pre-project 

surveys so protocols were developed between BLM and 

NDOW.  For more detailed information on bird survey methods 

and results within the Proposed Project area refer to the 2007-

2009 Avian Surveys Report (Tetra Tech 2010) and the 2011 

Searchlight Raptor Nest Survey Report (Tetra Tech 2011).   A 

copy of these reports can be obtained from the BLM Searchlight 

Wind Energy Project website 

(http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/fo/lvfo/blm_programs/energy/sear

chlight_wind_energy.html) or by emailing a request to the Las 

Vegas BLM Field Office at 

BLM_NV_SNDO_SearchlightWindEnergyEIS@blm.gov. 
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