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The errata section of this Record of Decision (ROD) illustrates the BLM’s revisions to the FEIS.  The 

revisions have been developed from either comments receive during the 30-day FEIS review period 

and/or BLM’s internal review of the FEIS.  Strikeouts indicate that text has been removed for the ROD.  

Bold indicates that text has been added or revised for the FEIS.   

Pg. v – Summary of Potential Impacts and Mitigation Table, Visual Resource Impacts  

Long term change to the visual character of the environment; however, compliance with VRM Class III 

would be achieved. 

Pg. 2-41 and Pg. 4-23, MM WATER-6:  Drainage Crossing Design 

The applicant will actively seek to avoid placement of infrastructure in drainages and commit to the 
use of existing natural washes, with adequate buffers, to the greatest extent practicable.  If drainages 
cannot be avoided by infrastructure placement, then the Applicant will design drainage crossings to 
accommodate estimated peak flows and ensure that natural volume capacity can be maintained 
throughout construction and upon post-construction restoration. This measure is necessary to minimize 
the amount of erosion and degradation to which drainages are subject. 

Pg. 2-47 and Pg. 4-38 - MM BIO-4:  Terrestrial Wildlife Plan 

As part of the WEAP identified under the Biological Opinion Desert Tortoise Measure t, construction site 

personnel will be given a packet, which includes NDOW’s Gila Monster Status, Identification and 

Reporting Protocol for Observations (NDOW 200712). 

Pg. 2-48 and Pg. 4-46, MM CR-3:  Development of a Memorandum of Agreement 
Development of a Memorandum of Agreement would outline the roles and responsibilities of the 
affected parties.  The Project Proponent would be required to fund an interpretive kiosk to be placed 
along Cottonwood Road (Highway 163) and an interpretive brochure on the history of the New Era Mine 
and its illustrious owner Sam Yet.  The interpretive materials will be prepared by the BLM in partnership 
with the Lake Mead National Recreation Area. The MOA would also include an 
ethnographic/ethnohistoric study of the proposed project region.   

The Memorandum of Agreement would need to be completed prior to the signing of the Record of 
Decision for this EIS.  The mitigation measures would need to be completed prior to a BLM Notice to 
Proceed for project construction is authorized. 

Note to Reader:  As described in the ROD, SWE will comply with the terms and conditions as identified in 
the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) Programmatic Agreement (PA), signed on February 8, 2013. 

Pg. 2-50 and Pg. 4-86, MM VIS-2:  Select Choose BLM-approved Flat Tone Standard Environmental 
Colors for Structures  
All Most structures including Western’s proposed switching station will be constructed of materials that 

restrict glare and will be finished with a BLM-approved Standard Environmental Color intended to blend 

with the surrounding environment.  Due to the height of the WTGs and the oscillating motion of the 

blades, it is difficult to make the towers blend into the landscape; however, a flat gray paint color will 

tone down the usual white design and reduce glare. Any color other than white will need to be 

approved by the FAA.  If a color is not easily distinguishable for pilots, daytime strobe lights will be 

needed, thus negating the mitigation (FAA 2007). 
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Pg. 2-50 and Pg. 4-86, MM VIS-5:  Minimize Lighting 

 The only exterior lighting on the WTGs will be the aviation warning lighting required by the FAA. 
The warning lighting will be the minimum required intensity to meet the current FAA 
standards.   Current FAA standards for structures less than 500 feet tall include a dual lighting 
system (FAA 2007, FAA 2012).  This dual lighting system includes flashing red lights for 
nighttime and medium intensity flashing white lights for daytime and twilight use.  Flash 
duration would be Less than 100 milliseconds.  The following excerpts and more specific 
information about the requirements are located in the FAA’s Advisory Circular on 
Specification for Obstruction Lighting Equipment 2012: 

o Aviation Red Obstruction Lights – The color for red obstruction lights must be per ICAO 
Annex 14, Volume I, Appendix 1, Colours for Aeronautical Ground Lights, at operating 
temperature within the following chromaticity boundaries: purple boundary y=0.980 –
a, yellow boundary y=0.335.  Intensity would range from a minimum effective 
intensity of 750 candela and a maximum peak effective intensity of 2,000 candela (+/- 
25%).  Flash rate would range between 20-40 flashes per minute.  Flash duration 
would range between 100 and 2000 milliseconds.  The lighting intensity during the 
“off” period must be less than 10 percent of the peak effective intensity.  The “off” 
period must be at least 1/3 of the flash period. 

o Medium Intensity Flashing White Obstruction Lights – Intensity Requirements would 
be 20,000 (+/- 25%) candela during the day.  Flash rate would be 40 flashes per 
minute. Flash duration would be less than 100 milliseconds.  
 

Pg. 3-79 – Figure 3.9-12.  KOP 10 – correct picture 

 

 

Pg. 3-96, Section 3.11.2 Existing Environment 

This area offers a wide variety of recreational activities and provides public boat launch facilities, 

commercial marina services, and other public use and support facilities. The Lake Mead NRA 

Cottonwood Cove visitor entrance (fee) station is located approximately 6 miles east of Searchlight.  

Additionally, the NPS manages the Nellis Wilderness Wash, which is approximately 2 miles from the 

project area.  Refer to Figure 3.8-2 for the location of the Nellis Wilderness Wash in relation to the   

proposed project area.  The NPS characterizes wilderness areas as “land that is – rare, wild places 
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where one can retreat from civilization, reconnect with the Earth, and find healing, meaning and 

significance (http://wilderness.nps.gov/wilderness.cfm).” 

Pg. 4-140, Mead-Searchlight 230 kV Transmission Line Project (N-089703) 
Western is proposing to build the Mead-Searchlight 230-kV Transmission Line, because it was 
determined to be a necessary element in a Systems Improvements Impact Study completed by Western 
in 2011. 

Pg. 6-8 - References 

——.  (2007b, Nov. 1). Gila monster status, identification, and reporting protocol for observations.  

NDOW Southern Region. 

——.  (2012).  Gila Monster Status, Identification and Reporting Protocol for Observations.  NDOW, 

Southern Region, 7 September 2012.  Online at:  

http://www.ndow.org/wild/conservation/reptile/07Gila_Protocol.pdf 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). (2012).  Specification for Obstruction Lighting Equipment. 

AC No.: 150/5345-43G.  26 September. 

Appendix A-4:  BLM’s Response to Comments, Federal Agency Comments, Pg 17, National Park Service 

Comments 

Western will work with Nevada Power (now NV Energy) to replace or relocate the electric supply line 
to the fee station and ensure that service to the station be un-interrupted, at Western’s cost.  

Appendix A-4:  BLM’s Response to Comments 

The following comment pages were inadvertently omitted from the FEIS; therefore, they are included 

below with the BLM’s response. 

 

http://www.ndow.org/wild/conservation/reptile/07Gila_Protocol.pdf
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The purpose and need statement complies with NEPA, applicable 

regulations, and BLM policies and procedures, including BLM 

Instructional Memorandum 2011-059. The purpose and need statement 

also appropriately integrates Congress’s goal that the Secretary should 

seek to approve renewable energy projects on the public lands; 

direction from Secretarial Order 3285A1 (March 11, 2009, amended 

February 22, 2010), which establishes the development of 

environmentally responsible renewable energy as a priority for the 

Department of the Interior; and the BLM’s responsibility under 

FLPMA to manage the public lands for multiple use, taking into 

account the long-term needs of future generations for renewable and 

non-renewable resources. 
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The decision as to whether a take permit is being requested is between 

the USFWS and Searchlight Wind Energy, LLC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refer to Appendix B-4: Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy in the 

FEIS, which has been added to the FEIS 

 

 

 

This Memorandum is expired. 
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Avian surveys quantified turkey vulture observations stating, "turkey 

vulture had the highest mean use among raptors (0.12 birds/20 min) 

and was the most commonly observed raptor species."   NDOW 

reviewed the Administrative Draft EIS and the DEIS and has not 

provided any information on such a migratory corridor. 

 

Refer to Appendix B:  Errata to the FEIS, MM Water -6 which has 

been updated to include EPA’s suggested language to protect desert 

washes. 
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Comment noted. 
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The location of the switching station and turbines are in compliance 

with BLM guidelines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 1.5-Land Use Plan Conformance Determination describes the 

project’s conformance with the Resources Management Plan.  The Las 

Vegas RMP, approved October 5 1998 is the governing document for 

this project, along with any other approved planning or programmatic 

document covering this BLM field office or project type.  The Organic 

Act is the applicable law to lands under jurisdiction of the National 

Park Service. Because the proposed project is on BLM-managed lands, 

the Organic Act is not applicable. 

 

 

 

 

Comments noted. 
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Comments noted.   
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Comments noted. 

 



 

D-11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments noted. 
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Refer to the updated Section 4.9-Visual Resources Impacts for a 

discussion of impacts to visual resources and simulations.   

Refer to Appendix E-Visual Simulations and Contrast Rating Forms 

for an updated presentation of visual simulations.  The contrast ratings 

and visual simulations were reviewed and approved by BLM visual 

resources specialists in accordance with VRI BLM Manual Handbook 

H-8431-1. 

 

An updated visual simulation for the proposed Western Switching 

Station has been included in the FEIS and re-evaluated. Text has been 

updated for this KOP to reflect a moderate contrast rating, which 

remains consistent with a Class III Visual Resources Management 

Area. 
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BLM and Western worked extensively with the company that prepared 

the visual simulations to make an accurate representation of the 

proposed switching station.  The contrast ratings and visual simulations 

were reviewed and approved by BLM visual resources specialists in 

accordance with VRI BLM Manual Handbook H-8431-1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Refer to Section 3.9.4.7-Dark Skies for a discussion of BLM dark skies 

policy. 

 

 

 

 

Comments noted. 

 

 

 

Refer to Section 4.9-Visual Resources for an updated discussion of 

mitigation measures, specifically MM-VIS-5-Minimize Lighting.  The 

mitigation measure has been updated to be consistent with dark skies 

objectives as suggested by Nevada Division of State Lands and the 

NPS to the extent possible. 
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Refer to Section 4.12-Socioeconomic Impacts which has been updated 

to include a discussion of impacts to recreation and tourism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments noted. 

 

 

 

 

Refer to Section 4.3-Water Resources for a discussion of washes and 

jurisdictional waters of the U.S. 

 

Comment noted. 

 

 

 

The 1998 Las Vegas RMP is the governing document for this project, 

along with any other approved planning or programmatic document 

covering this BLM field office or project type. 
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Refer to Section 4.10-Noise Impacts for a discussion of noise effects of 

the proposed project.  Additionally, Figures 4.10-1 and 4.10-2 have 

been updated to illustrate the wilderness areas.  Noise levels at the 

wilderness area boundary and the park boundary would be below 30 

dBA for the 96-WTG Layout Alternative and below 25 dBA for the 

97-WTG Layout Alternative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy (BBCS) (formerly referred to as 

an Avian and Bat Protection Plan [ABPP]) was developed for the 

project which follows the guidelines of the recently published USFWS 

Land-Based Wind Guidelines (Appendix B-4 Bird and Bat 

Conservation Strategy). 

 

Section 4.17-Cumulative Impacts includes an impact discussion for the 

other potential wind projects, solar project, and transmission line 

project within the cumulative impact area. 

 

Refer to Section 3.4-Biological Resources and Appendix B-4:  Bird 

and Bat Conservation Strategy for a discussion of the pacific flyway 

and bird and bat surveys completed for the proposed project.   
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Refer to Section 4.4-Biological Resources Impacts and the newly 

added Appendix B-3-Terrestrial Wildlife Plan for a discussion of 

impacts to Bighorn sheep. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BLM has completed consultation with the USFWS pursuant to Section 

7 of the Endangered Species Act (refer to Section 5.2.2-U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service Section 7 Consultation and Appendix B-2:  USFWS 

Biological Opinion).  The USFWS has evaluated the project’s effects 

on desert tortoise population in the Biological Opinion. 



 

D-17 
 

 

Searchlight Wind Energy LLC has modified their project to eliminate 

one access road and moved one wind turbine to avoid impacting 

National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)-eligible features on three 

sites.  Only one prehistoric site has been determined NRHP-eligible 

and it would be impacted by this project. As a mitigation measure to 

reduce any unnecessary impacts to eligible as well as ineligible cultural 

resources within the Area of Potential Effect, an archaeological 

monitor, will be present during road construction and improvements to 

aid in avoiding NRHP-contributing features as well as other recorded 

prehistoric sites and mining features in historic sites in the Project area. 

 

Comment noted. 

 

 

 

The KOPs were chosen during public scoping prior to project 

initiation. These locations were those that the public described as of 

particular significance.  Noise levels at the wilderness area boundary 

and the park boundary would be below 30 dBA for the 96-WTG 

Layout Alternative and below 25 dBA for the 97-WTG Layout 

Alternative. 

 

No activities would occur in the ACEC except as allowable under the 

BLM Las Vegas RMP.  The ACEC would remain a ROW avoidance 

area. 

 

 

 

 

 

The location of the switching station and turbines are in compliance 

with BLM guidelines.   Refer to Section 1.6-Policy, Plans, and Laws 

for a discussion of regulations that are potentially applicable to the 

proposed project. 
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Comment noted. 
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