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Dear Reader/ Interested Party:

I am pleased to announce the availability of the Final Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) for the Searchlight Wind Energy Project for permitting of wind energy resources. The
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Las Vegas Field Office has prepared this Final EIS in
response to right-of-way applications submitted by Searchlight Wind Energy, LLC and
Western Area Power Administration (Western). Searchlight Wind Energy, LLC is
proposing to construct and operate an approximately 200-megawatt (MW) wind energy
facility and associated infrastructure. Western is proposing to construct, operate, and
maintain a new switching station to interconnect to the Searchlight Wind Energy Project.
The site of the proposed project is located on 18,949 acres of federal land managed by the
Bureau of Land Management near the town of Searchlight, NV. Western and the National
Park Service were cooperating agencies during preparation of this Final EIS.

The Final EIS was prepared pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA),
the Federal Land Management and Policy Act (FLPMA), and other regulations and statutes
that establishes the land management authority of the BLM and provides guidance for how
public lands are to be managed. The Draft EIS was released for public comment on
January 20, 2012. The BLM received over 75 public comments on the Draft EIS. After
careful consideration of comments, the BLM has prepared this Final EIS. Comments
received during the public review period of the Draft EIS and responses to those comments
are provided in Appendix A-4 of this Final EIS. Three alternatives are fully analyzed in
this Final EIS: (1) the No Action Alternative which discloses the impacts if the
applications are denied, (2) the 96-Wind Turbine Generator (WTG) Alternative, and (3) an
87-WTG Alternative. Based on additional engineering design constraints and other
considerations, the action alternatives in the Draft EIS have been slightly modified with
regards to the location of the switchyard, operations and maintenance building, and three
turbines. The new locations are illustrated on the figures in the Final EIS.

The BLM will not issue a Record of Decision (ROD) making a decision on the Searchlight
Wind Energy, LLC and Western applications until at least 30 days from the date of
publication of a Notice of Availability in the Federal Register. The BLM’s decision will
be based on the range of alternatives described above. The BLM will provide additional
information in the ROD regarding how the public may continue to stay involve in further




decisions associated with the right-of-way applications.

Additionally hard copies or electronic versions of this Final EIS may be obtained by
contacting Mr. Greg Helseth, BLM Renewable Energy Coordination Project Manager, at
4701 North Torrey Pines Drive, Las Vegas, NV 89130, (702) 515-5173, or by sending an
email to BLM_NV_SNDO_SearchlightWindEnergyEIS@blm.gov. The Final EIS will also be
available on the Internet at
http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/fo/lvfo/blm_programs/energy/searchlight_wind_energy.html

Thank you for your continued interest in the management of public lands in Nevada. The
BLM appreciates your involvement in this Final EIS.

ificgrely,
e

Robert B. Ross, Jr.
Field Manager



BLM Mission Statement

It is the mission of the Bureau of Land Management to sustain the health, diversity, and
productivity of the public lands for the use and enjoyment of present and future generations.



Under Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Department of the Interior must insure that
electronic and information technology allows individuals with disabilities (Federal employees and
members of the public) access to and use of information and data that is comparable to individuals
without disabilities. If you would like an electronic copy of this document that meets 508 compliance
standards or a paper copy, please contact Greg Helselth at the Las Vegas Field Office (702) 515-5000.
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