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The setback is in conformance with BLM 
Instructional Memorandum 2009-043, which states 
that no turbine on public land will be positioned 
closer than 1.5 times the total height of the wind 
turbine (approximately 640 feet) to the right-of-way 
boundary.  
 
 
 
The BLM will not typically analyze an alternative 
for a different technology when a right-of-way 
application is submitted for a specific technology 
(e.g., evaluate a photovoltaic alternative for a 
concentrated solar power application) because such 
an alternative does not respond to the BLM’s 
purpose and need to consider an application for the 
authorized use of public lands for a specific 
renewable energy technology. 
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Comment noted. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comment noted.   Refer to Chapter 4-Environmental 
Consequences for a discussion on the environmental 
impacts of the proposed project.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The American Wind Energy Association (AWEA 2004) 
states that shadow flicker is not a problem during the 
majority of the year at U.S. latitudes (except in Alaska 
where the sun’s angle is very low in the sky for a large 
portion of the year).   
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Section 4.12-Socioeconomic Impacts has been updated 
to include Impacts on Property Values.  A literature 
review on property value impacts has been added 
in 22BAppendix F:  Literature Review of Socioeconomic 
Effects of Wind Project and Transmission Lines. 
 
 
The BLM does not need to analyze in detail an 
alternative for distributed generation because such an 
alternative would not respond to the purpose and need to 
consider an application for the authorized use of public 
lands for a specific renewable energy 
technology. Additionally, the Energy Policy Act of 2005 
established a goal for the Secretary of the Interior to 
approve at least 10,000 MWs of electricity from non-
hydropower renewable energy projects located on public 
lands. The Act reflects Congress’s conclusion that 
installation of renewable energy technologies on the 
public lands capable of producing at least 10,000 MWs 
is appropriate. Moreover, as described in the EIS, the 
Department and the BLM have issued policies and 
guidance promoting the development of renewable 
energy development on BLM-administered public lands. 
Given the current state of the technology, only utility-
scale renewable energy generation projects are 
reasonable alternatives to achieve this level of 
renewable energy generation on public 
lands. Furthermore, the BLM has no authority or 
influence over the installation of distributed generation 
systems, other than on its own lands.  The BLM is 
evaluating the use of distributed generation at individual 
sites through other initiatives (Executive Order 13514 
and DOI implementing actions).  
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Refer to Section 4.5-Cultural Resources for an updated 
discussion of impacts to Cultural Resources. 
 
 
Comments noted. 
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Comments noted.  Impacts to bats are discussed in 
Section4.4.5.8-Bats - Direct and Indirect Effects by 
Alternative. A Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy 
(BBCS) was developed for the project, which follows 
the guidelines of the recently published USFWS Land-
Based Wind Guidelines (Appendix B-4:  Bird and Bat 
Conservation Strategy).  
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Refer to Chapter 4-Environmental Consequences of the 
EIS for an evaluation of impacts to environmental 
resources. 
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