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EROPOSED SEARCHLIGHT WIND ENERGY PROJECT
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PUBLIC MEETING

Wednesday, February 22, 2012

G100 pam.

Held at
Searchlight Community Center
200 Michael Wendell Way
Cottonwood Cove

Searchlight, Newvada

REFORTER'S TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS
Supplement to Public Meeting Presentsticn

FPublic Comments Made Privately
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LAS VEGAS, NEVADA; THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2012
5:48 B.M.
e
Thersupcsh ——
(The following commsnt was given at 5:48 pam. i)

M5. ELLEN ROS5: My name is Ellen Ross, and
I've lived in Las Vegas for 35 years., 1 am in the
real estate industry, and I'm hers this evening
because I own property in Searchlight, various mins
claims and parcels, as well as I've scld numbers of
vacant parcels of land te real estate clients.

I am very disturbed by the idea of putting
an industrial wind farm around Searchlight. It's
within very close proximity to several of these
privately owned parcels, one of them keing my own,
where the wind turbine would be spproximately
800 feet from the edge of the property. The wind
turbines are projected to be 435 feet tall, with
blades 165 feet long.

The impact with such an industrial wind
farm affects the enviromment visually; alsc, the
naise of the blades reotating arcund; and they alse
are an cbsolete design. Thers are definitely mars
modern designs than the designs that they have

picked for this particular wind farcm.

The sethack is in conformance with BLM
Instructional Memorandum 2009-043, which states
that no turbine on public land will be positioned
closer than 1.5 times the total height of the wind
turbine (approximately 640 feet) to the right-of-way
boundary.

The BLM will not typically analyze an alternative
for a different technology when a right-of-way
application is submitted for a specific technology
(e.g., evaluate a photovoltaic alternative for a
concentrated solar power application) because such
an alternative does not respond to the BLM’s
purpose and need to consider an application for the
authorized use of public lands for a specific
renewable energy technology.
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Alaa, you have te conduit the slectricity
underground, which means that you are running
electricity all the time as the wind is intermittent.
I den't know what the bottomline net result of
creating enerqgy this is going to create, because ths
wind is probably going to ke of valus maybe
3% percent of the time.

The whole concept of an Industrial wind
turkine farm in a desert community like Searchlight
is absurd. ©Searchlight and Cottonwood Cove Read are
the entry to the Iake Mead Recreational Area, which
iz the fourth mosat highly visited national park in
the U.S.

Peaople from California specifically target
this particular sntry through Cottonweod Cove zo
that they don't have to get in with the rush of
Lzke Mead, and building turkines going down to the
Lake Mead Recreational Rrea is going teo be visually
an eyescre, and it's going to also be a huge
gonstruction hazard while or if the prejesct is ever
built.

bs far as real estate values go, an
industrial wind farm i1z not where anybody wants to
live. It has a flicker factor which disturbs your

sleep, the dark and the light shade as the kladss go

Comment noted.

Comment noted. Refer to Chapter 4-Environmental
Consequences for a discussion on the environmental
impacts of the proposed project.

The American Wind Energy Association (AWEA 2004)
states that shadow flicker is not a problem during the
majority of the year at U.S. latitudes (except in Alaska
where the sun’s angle is very low in the sky for a large
portion of the year).

Searchlight Private Coments | 4




)

16

17

1

18

round, the nolse; the birds that are killed by thess
things, just the wildlife patterns that are upset in
an ecosystem which, until now, has been very
pristine.

I feel that the whole project is placed in
error, is going to reduce prices, real estate valuas
by about 50 percent. I've talked teo a few
appraisers in arsas that have been impacted,
communities that have been impacted by industrial
wind farms. People just have to leave the
communities, and the land 1s devalued by at least
50 percent.

And this is not acceptable, considering
that this is being put on government land that is
supposed. to be for the greater good of the people in
Nevada. We nesd to protect ocur rescurces. We neesd
ko utilize ocur sun in a more creative, realistic
manner, such as distributive solar genesration.

Futting solar pansls on rocftops in sunny
Nevada would be a far more logical and cost
effective idea. It would also be an incentive to
new homesowners who are purchasing a home that might
be able to becoms part of the green energy movement
by having som2 solar on their rooftops.

We have a solar panel factory going in in

o

Section 4.12-Socioeconomic Impacts has been updated
to include Impacts on Property Values. A literature
review on property value impacts has been added

in Appendix F: Literature Review of Socioeconomic
Effects of Wind Project and Transmission Lines.

The BLM does not need to analyze in detail an
alternative for distributed generation because such an
alternative would not respond to the purpose and need to
consider an application for the authorized use of public
lands for a specific renewable energy

technology. Additionally, the Energy Policy Act of 2005
established a goal for the Secretary of the Interior to
approve at least 10,000 MWs of electricity from non-
hydropower renewable energy projects located on public
lands. The Act reflects Congress’s conclusion that
installation of renewable energy technologies on the
public lands capable of producing at least 10,000 MWs
is appropriate. Moreover, as described in the EIS, the
Department and the BLM have issued policies and
guidance promoting the development of renewable
energy development on BLM-administered public lands.
Given the current state of the technology, only utility-
scale renewable energy generation projects are
reasonable alternatives to achieve this level of
renewable energy generation on public

lands. Furthermore, the BLM has no authority or
influence over the installation of distributed generation
systems, other than on its own lands. The BLM is
evaluating the use of distributed generation at individual
sites through other initiatives (Executive Order 13514
and DOI implementing actions).
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Laughlin., So let's get a game plan together that
makes sense for Southern Nevada. Wind farms are a
thing of the past and very destructive to the
existing communitises where they are developed. I
would 1iks to think that we have more resgpect far
cur Mochave Desert, which is a relatively pristins
area. It's also part of the Spanish Trail, which
has various petroglyph arsas.

And T find it highly offensive that small
cutlying communities which surround Las Vegas should
be targeted as a source to gensrate mors powsr —— La
go where? We don't even know if this wind farm,
which is being developsd by Duke Ensrgy, has a
Power=Share Agreement.

The creation of an industrizsl wind farm,
which is being preoposed by Duke Energy, which will
receive various subsidies, is nething but a3 green
bubble for energy companies to increase profits
temporarily and then tucn the project over in ancther
five years to another corporation that will also get
the five-year write-off of their development period.

In ¢losing, I just feel that it's criminal
to take a small histeric community that has the
potential to develop a=s an interesting bedroom

community. It has a lot to offer. The hiking, the

Refer to Section 4.5-Cultural Resources for an updated
discussion of impacts to Cultural Resources.

Comments noted.
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kayaking and boating and fishirng on the lower
Coleorade River, and an industrizl wind farm doza not
belong in thiz location.

THE REPORTER: Ckay. Thank vou very much.

(The following comment was given at 5:58 p.m.:)

MR. THOMAS CASEY: Thomas Casey.

I want to talk tenight about bats —-- kbut,
unfortunately, about the bat destruction here.

These wind turbine machines kill bats. Blade strikes
and baritone are the culprits. These little

mammals® internal organs are too small to cope with
the abrupt alr pressure changes arcund wind turbine
blades, and their little crgans burst, and they are
toast.

This is an awiul conseguences of wind power
generation and is well studied and documented. With
Searchlight's rich mining history, it's also true
that this area is filled with abandoned mines and
diggings. Answer this pamphlet. It's a BLM
pamphlet. "Hesdles Field Office. Mohave Desert
Bats, Abandoned mines are for bats, not people.”

Let's read on. (Reading) Subterranean
bats program. Bats in the desert chocse roosting
=gites that might surprise you. Thay ociften roost in

abandoned mines and associated structures. The

Comments noted. Impacts to bats are discussed in
Section4.4.5.8-Bats - Direct and Indirect Effects by
Alternative. A Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy
(BBCS) was developed for the project, which follows
the guidelines of the recently published USFWS Land-
Based Wind Guidelines (Appendix B-4: Bird and Bat
Conservation Strategy).
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Headlas Field ©ffice has dong several projscts in
recent yaars to protect bad habitat.

We'll read down further. (Reading)
Abandoned mines gerve as roosting habitat for
several bats considered BLM sensitive and California
Department of Games, Fish and Game, species of
special concern. Mors than half of the 45 bat
species 1n the U.S5. are in rapld decline or already
listed as endangsred. Two thirds of these bat
species roost in mines. 30 of them roest in mines.

Well, BIM, with what we find here in your
literature, are you willing to bring these bat
killing machines te an area with 211 the natural
hakbitat and all this manmade habitat that bats here
take advantage of? ELM, with bats using this
additional habitat, this would be the perfect spot
for a wind turbine project, for the wind turbina
project like you propose, sheould you want to kill
more bats, increased numbers of bats.

Indsed, BIM,; are you locoking to hasten the
already rapid decline of half of the 45 U.5. bat
species and affect more seversly the 20 species that
roost in mines and further Harm those species
considerad BLM sensitive?

THE REPORTER: Thank wou very much.
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(Digcussion off the record.)
(The following comment was given at 7:22 p.m.:)

MR. RUSSELL COCON: My name is Russell Coon.
I'm a resident of Searchlight, actually on a mining
claim out of town.

Bnd I'm deathly, or shall I say I'm very
much against the wind turbines. Their impact on the
environment will never be repalred. The impact on
the human race, animals, and other things cannot be
calculated because they don't have encugh background
knowledge to say it's not Harmful or it is harmful,

And the cost of construction, the way they
have it proposed presently, would be ten times than
what it would be if wyeu put it cut on the dasert
flatland or in the Eldorado Valley by the present
substations they have therfe in the FEldorads Valley.
They already have twe sclar farms cut there, cne
thermovoltaic and the other photovoltaic. The two
solar farms is what they are, rather than wind.

2nd that's abeut 31l I could =say is that
very, very much against it.

THE REPORTER: Thank wou very much.

(Wharsupon there were no more Publiec
Comments to court reporter after T:32 p.m.)

=60~

Refer to Chapter 4-Environmental Consequences of the
EIS for an evaluation of impacts to environmental
resources.
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

STATE OF NEVADA |}

COUNTY OF CLARK )

I, Dana J. Tavaglione, a duly commisaioned
and licensed Court Reporter, Clark County, State of
Nevada, do hereby certify: That I reported the
proceedings had in the above-entitled matter at the
place and date indicated.

That I thereafter transcribed my said
shorthand notes into typewriting and that the
typewritten transcript of said proceedings is a
complete, true and accurate transcripticon of said
sherthand notes.

IN WITNESS HEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand, in my office, in the County of Clark, State of

Nevada, this Znd day of March 2012.

DANA J. TAVAGLIONE, RFR, CCR NO., 841
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