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From: Shaun Gonzales [mailto:shaun.gonzales@gmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, April 08, 2012 7:44 PM

To: BLM_NV_SNDO_SearchlightWindEnergyEIS

Subject: Comments on Searchlight Wind Energy Project

Please accept the aitached comments on the Searchlight Wind Energy Project drafi EIS.

Thank you for your time and consideration,
shaun gonzales

BLM Las Vegas Field Office
Attn: Gregory Helseth

4701 North Torrey Pines Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89130-2301

Dear Mr. Gregory Helseth

Please accept the following comments in response to the draft environmental impact
statement (EIS) for the Searchlight Wind Energy project. | strongly urge BLM to select the
Mo Action alternative until Duke Energy (the project proponent) can reduce or alter the
layout of the project to reduce impacts on wildlife and visual resources, particularly in the

southern portion of the project.

Project Alternatives
BLM should conduct due diligence ta determine whether a smaller or reconfigured project

BLM considered a reasonable range of alternatives consistent with
NEPA and BLM policies and procedures. The two action alternatives
satisfy the purpose and need in that they fulfill BLM's obligation to
consider the ROW application, meet federal renewable energy
mandates, and respond to impacts identified in the NEPA analysis. The
Applicant has provided BLM with an economic determination that any
project generating less than 200 MWs/and or less than 87 turbines is
uneconomic due primarily to transmission line costs.
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footprint is feasible for the project, since the current preferred alternative — 87 wind
turbines—will have significant impacts on the desert tortoise population in the El Dorado-
Piute Valley area. The EIS should also lay out in mare detail the anticipated impacts on the
desert tortoise population, designated relocation sites, and mitigation requirements.

The draft EIS asserts that the 87 wind turbine layout is the smallest project possible while
maintaining economic feasibility, but other wind energy projects approved or under
evaluation by BLM in similar terrain and using nearly identical wind turbines are
significantly smaller. The statement in the EIS that transmission line upgrades are included
in the project costs is also ambiguous, since most transmission line costs are passed along
to the ratepayer, and not project proponents, Furthermore, a project proponents desired
electricity generation capacity—200 megawatts in this case—should not limit consideration
of alternatives, and previously approved renewable energy projects have been scaled down
to mitigate impacts.

As a comparison indicating likely inaccuracies in the economic feasibility assessment, the
proposed Granite Wind energy facility near Apple Valley, California would be built on
similar, if not more difficult terrain than the Searchlight project, using similar turbines and
construction techniques, and invelving a new transmission line. Yet the Granite Wind
project is no more than 28 turbines, nearly a third the size of the Searchlight project.

MNoise

The Draft EIS should also evaluate the impacts of noise during operation of the wind facility
on wildlife. Specifically, wind turbines can emit noise levels at 50dBA just 300 feet from the
blades, and 40dBA up to 2,000 feet away. According to Fish and Wildlife Service research
compilation, grassland and woodland species showed decline at noise levels as low as 35

dBA.m The draft EIS should evaluate the direct and indirect effects of such a decline in
bird populations in the project area during operation of the project, if it is approved.

Land Disturbance

For the sake of special status plant and wildlife mitigation, the BLM should consider
“temporary” disturbances as equivalent to permanent, since special status species almost
certainly will not be able to return to the “temporarily” disturbed land for the life of the
project. Disturbances of desert habitat are known to take decades for full native
vegetation to return. Habitat mitigation requirements should be increased accordingly.

Wildlife

Draft EIS does not sufficiently evaluate effects of the project on the desert tortoise,
including relocation of tortoises displaced from burrows, The draft EIS asserts that there
will be no residual impacts on tortoises, which is inaccurate, since increased road traffic by
project operators and recreation users is likely to expose the tortoise to increased risk.

A more detailed discussion on noise impacts to wildlife has been
included in Section 4.4.4-Wildlife. Direct and indirect effects to avian
species are included in Section 4.4-Biological Resources Impacts.

Comment noted.

Impacts to desert tortoise resulting from increases maintenance and
OHYV traffic is discussed in Section 4.4.5.2-Desert Tortoise — Direct and
Indirect Impacts by Alternatives.
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Despite the plans to limit vehicle speed on the new roads, many drivers are unlikely to
heed the speed limits on back country roads and given the lack of law enforcement. This
will pose a dramatically higher threat to the tortoise in the area.

Cumulative impact analysis should consider other projects in the Mojave Desert ecosystem
that would impact special status plant and wildlife species. Although the cumulative impact
analysis considers projects in the immediate vicinity, the multitude of land-intensive energy
applications throughout BLM lands in California, Arizona and Nevada will challenge the
survival of many species that the Department of Interior is responsible for recovering. The
cumulative impacts analysis takes a look at three wind energy applications, but ignores
solar projects to the west in the lvanpah Valley, and several other solar and wind projects
in the region.

The Draft EIS should also consider whether the southern portion of the project will
become a population “sink” for tortoises in the El-Dorado-Piute Valley ACEC, if tortoises to
the south continually fill habitat with high mortality from road traffic, increased predation,
etc.

Project Benefits

In the analysis of short term and long-term productivity of the environment, the Draft EIS
makes the assertion that the project would provide the benefit of reducing our dependence
on fossil fuels. However, wind energy projects require natural gas peaker plants due to the
intermittency of wind energy generation, and lack of productivity during peak demand. The
construction of the turbines also requires carbon-emission intensive processes to
manufacture steel, cement, and copper. Unless the EIS intends to thoroughly analyst the
emissions created by the project and required energy peaker facilities, the statement
should be removed from the EIS.

Visual Resources

The Draft EIS is misleading in the way that it characterizes visual impacts, which are not
mentioned in the cumulative impacts analysis. The installation of 87 turbines and towers
over 420 feet high, with a large rotor sweep will change the character of the surrounding
mountains and valleys.

The definition of Visual Resources Class |l is listed as follows:

Class 1l Objective. The objective of this class is to partially retain the existing character of
the landscape. The level of change to the characteristic landscape should be moderate.
Management activities may attract attention but should not dominate the view of the
casual observer. Changes should repeat the basic elements found in the predominant
natural features of the characteristic landscape.

Comment noted.

Section 4.17.5-Potential Cumulative Impacts was revised to include the
Searchlight Solar Project and remove project that are no longer viable.
Other projects that commenter has mention were outside of the area of
cumulative effect as defined by resource in Chapter 3.

Comment noted.

Comment noted.

Please refer to Section 4.9-Visual Resources Impacts for discussion of
the contrast rating analysis, updated visual simulations, and
conformance to the Class Il VRM objectives. The contrast ratings and
visual simulations were reviewed and approved by BLM visual
resources specialists in accordance with VRM BLM Manual Handbook

H-8431-1.
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The Draft EIS is inaccurate in its conclusion that the proposed project would be in
conformance with Class Il objectives, since the height and rotor sweep of the 87 turbines
would dramatically alter the viewshed, and their presence would dominate the view as a
stark contrast to the natural environment, compared to the lower profile of existing
structures, or even a smaller number of turbines. The impact would particularly be high for
viewers along -85 in the southern end of the project (turbines 53-87 in the 87 WTG
layout), where the density of the turbines in view would override the natural characteristics
of the landscape.

The southern portion of the wind praject is also inconsistent with visual resource
management principles considering the number of people that view this area travelling
along 1-95, with nearly complete view of turbines 53-87. The turbines would also be in
view for miles along the interstate, and are not consistent with the line, form or color of
the existing landscape. As an example of the dominating presence these turbines will
impaose, consider that there will be about as many man-made structures taller than 420
feet in view of travelers along 1-95 near Searchlight as there are in the city of Las Vegas.
This is more than “moderate” changes to the landscape scenery, and an additional
argument for evaluating another alternative (reduced number of turbines or different
layout),

Thank you for considering these comments.

Sincerely,
Shaun Gonzales

[l The Effects of Noise on Wildlife, USFWS, online,
www. fws.gov/windenergy/docs/Noise.pdf

Comment noted.
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Public Meeting Comment Form
Bureau of Land Management, Las Vegas Field Office, NV

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is holding public meetings to encourage public comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Searchlight Wind Energy Project. Comments received during
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) comment period will be addressed in the Final EIS. Written
comments on the Draft EIS must be received via email or postmarked no later than April 18, 2012. For further
information, please contact Gregory Helseth at (702) 5155173 or send an email to:
bim_nv_sndo_searchlightwindenergyEIS@blim.gov.

Please provide your current mailing address and/or any additional names and addresses you think should be
included on our mailing.

Meeting Location:

Your Name: £ 4F A i Mame:

-
Address: Address:
City/State/Zi City/State/Zip:

Please check all that apply:

___ Add my name to the mailing list for this project

___ Do not include my name on the mailing list

,&er]ahold my name/address to the extent allowed by law {only for persons not representing an organization)®

* Al comments received by the BLM become a part of the public record associated with this proposed project. Accordingly, your
commants {including name and address) will be available for review by any person that wishes to review the record. A your reguest,
we will withhold your name and address to the extent allowed by the Freedom of Information Act or any other law.

Comment: Comments noted.
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Please depasit your comment form into one of the boxes provided at the meeting or
Fald, tape top of form, and mail your comments to the address below:
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MPAET STATEMENT

Public Meeting Comment Form
Bureau of Land Management, Las Vegas Field Office, NV

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is holding public meetings to encourage public comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Searchlight Wind Energy Project. Comments received during
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) comment period will be addressed in the Final EIS. Written
comments on the Draft EIS must be received via email or postmarked no later than April 18, 2012. For further
information, please contact Gregory Helseth at (702) 5155173 or send an email to:
blm_nv_sndo_searchlightwindenergyEIS@blm.gov.

Please provide your current mailing address and/or any additional names and addresses you think should be
included on our mailing.

Meetingtocation: __ OSEARCHLIGHT  Tepniaili e

Your Name: LE_:} L l E { OON MName:

Address: ! 5 %’55 F:Da P‘i{"‘_r X 1937
City/State/Zip: 3| : I ﬂpwﬁtm}ﬂp:

Please check all that apply:
Add my name to the mailing list for this project
___ Do not include my name on the mailing list
___ Withhold my name/address to the extent allowed by law (only for persons not representing an organization)®

* All comments received by the BLM become a part of the public record associated with this proposed project. Accordingly, your
comments (including name and address) will be available for review by any person that wishes to review the record. At your request,
we will withhold your name and address to the extent allowed by the Freedom of Information Act or any other law.

Comments noted.
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Please deposit your comment form into one of the boxes provided at the meeting or
Fold, tape top of form, and mall your comments to the address below:
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SEARCHLIGHT WIND ENERGY PROJECT

DRAETF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Public Meeting Comment Form
Bureau of Land Management, Las Vegas Field Office, NV

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is holding public meetings to encourage public comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Searchlight Wind Energy Project. Comments received during
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) comment period will be addressed in the Final EIS. Written
comments on the Draft EIS must be received via email or postmarked no later than April 18, 2012. For further
information, please contact Gregory Heliseth at (702) 515-5173 or send an email to:
blm_nv_sndo_searchlightwindenergyEIS@blm.gov.

Please provide your current malling address and/or any additional names and addresses you think should be
included on our mailing.

i s W Qprer 111!

Your Name: _D.( MName:

Address: EQ. ESQ:Z s g Z . Address:
city/stateszio: (ot = Do = (als City/State/Zip:

Please check all that apply:

___ Add my name to the mailing list for this project

____ Do not include my name on the mailing list

—_ Withhold my name/address to the extent allowed by law (only for persons not representing an organization)®

* All commenis received by the BLM become a part of the public record associated with this proposed project. Accordingly, your
{including name and address) will be available for review by any person that wishes to review the record. At your request,
mwllwlﬂihﬂdmrnmandadﬂ'ustaMenmalnmdh'meFmﬂu-nnflnfmmﬁunmtorlnvmw

Refer to Section 4.3.2-Direct and Indirect Effects by Alternative, which
reads, ""The concrete batch plant is expected to use approximately 1.5
acre-feet of water to make approximately 40,000 cubic yards of concrete
for construction of WTG foundations, substations, and the O&M
building. This is based on the estimated use of approximately 4,000
gallons of water per day over a period of about 5 months." This
averages approximately 6 gallons per minute over a 12-hour work day.
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From: Cheryl Cross [mailto:searchlightnuggetcasine@yahoo.com]
Sent: Wednesday, April 18, 2012 6:58 PM

To: BLM_NV_SNDO_SearchlightWindEnergyEIS

Subject: Wind Energy project

Our beautiful views will be gone for ever. Our beautiful quiet nights will now be very
loud.

Also, If we are forced with these windmills, shouldn't we benefit with some power?

The community isn't getting anything and aiving up so much in return.

Also, in the future our landscape will never be the same and these huge things will always
be there as skeletons when new technology replaces them.

Reggie Doing
P.O.Box 1433
Searchlight, My, 89046

From: Cheryl Cross ilto; i

Sent: Wednesday, April 18, 2012 7:05 PM

To: BLM_NV_SNDO_SearchlightWindEnergyElS
Subject: Draft Environmental Impact Statement

I've lived in Searchlight over 40 years. The desert landscape - the mountains mean the
world to me.

These windmills are going to greatly impact Searchlight, the people who live here and the
tourists coming

through our area.

Please don't let this project be approved.

Riley G. Doing

Refer to Section 4.9-Visual Impacts for a discussion of visual impacts.
Refer to Section 4.10-Noise Impacts for a discussion of noise impacts.
Refer to Section 4.12-Socioeconomic Impacts for a discussion on the
benefits of the proposed project. As a stipulation of the ROW Grant, the
BLM will require a financial bond as described in Appendix C: BLM
Wind Energy Development Program Policies and BMPs, page A-4) and
a Facility Rehabilitation and Decommissioning Plan as described under
APM-10.

Comments noted.
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{GY PROJECT

AL IMPACT STATEMENT

Public Meeting Comment Form
Bureau of Land Management, Las Viegas Field Office, NV

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is holding public meetings to encourage public comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Searchlight Wind Energy Project. Comments received Quring
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) comment period will be addressed in the Final EIS. Written
comments on the Draft EIS must be received via email or postmarked no later than April 18, 2012. Forgf_nha
information, please contact Gregory Helseth at (702) 515-5173 or send an email to:
bim_nv_sndo_searchlightwindenergyEIS@bim.gov.

Please provide your current mailing address and/or any additional names and addresses you think should be
included on our mailing.

Meeting Location:

Your Name: Name: [?,aa,ﬂLf-C_- FuaTEK,
Address: Address: 22| PELLe DR
City/State/Zip: City/state/Zip: __ N bxs \JEeas, oy Fqe30

Please check all that apply:

___ Add my name to the mailing list far this project

___ Do not include my name on the mailing list

___ Withhold my name/address to the extent allowed by law (only for persons not representing an organization)*

* All comments received by the BLM become a part of the public record dated with this d project. Accordingly, your
comments (including name and address) will be available for review by any person Ihll wishes to review the record. At your request,
we will withhold your name and address to the extent allowed by the dom aof tion Act or any other law.
C‘:‘T}m*“‘ A Bird and Bat Conservation Strategy (BBCS) (formerly referred to as

an Avian and Bat Protection Plan [ABPP]) was developed for the
project, which follows the guidelines of the recently published USFWS
Land-Based Wind Guidelines (Appendix B-4: Bird and Bat
Conservation Strategy). The decision as to whether an eagle take permit
is being requested is between the USFWS and Searchlight Wind
Energy, LLC.

Acoustic monitoring of the area was conducted for two years and
species documented in the project area are discussed in Section 3.4.4.2-
Existing Environment under Bats.

Bighorn sheep use of the project area is discussed in Section 3.4-
Biological Resources.

This comment is consistent with the information presented in Section
3.4.3.2-Existing Environment.

Comment noted.
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SEARCHLIGHT WIND ENERGY PROJECT

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

Public Meeting Comment Form
Bureau of Land Management, Las Vegas Field Office, NV

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is holding public meetings to encourage public comments on the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Searchlight Wind Energy Project. Comments received during
the Draft Environmental iImpact Statement (EIS) comment period will be addressed in the Final EIS. Written
comments on the Draft EIS must be received via email or postmarked no later than April 18, 2012. For further
information, please contact Gregory Helseth at (702) 5155173 or send an email to:
bim_nv_sndo_searchlightwindenergyEIS@& bim.gov.

Please provide your current mailing address and/or any additional names and addresses you think should be
included on our mailing.

Meeting Location:

Your Name: Name: =

Address: Address:  20lom| BEllo DR

City/State/Zip: City/State/Zip: < J R4o3o

Please check all that apply:

___ Add my name to the mailing list for this project

___ Do not include my name on the mailing list

___Withheld my name/address to the extent allowed by law (only for persons not representing an organization)*

* All comments received by the BLM become a part of the public record associated with this proposed project. Accordingly, your
comments (including name and address) will be available for review by any person that wishes to review the record. At your reguest,
we will withhold your name and address to the extent allowed by the Freedom of Information Act or any other law.

Comment:

The Applicant will be required to coordinate with Southwest Gas should
there be any pipeline crossings, e.g., roads, underground electrical
collection systems, etc. The result of the coordination would be a legally
binding agreement that such crossings would meet Southwest Gas-
provided standards for engineering and applicable material requirements
to ensure the safe and continued operation of the gas line.

Comment noted.

Private Citizens/Individuals Written Comments | 31




	SWEP_DEIS_Comment_Coon_030212.pdf
	Photos from Russell Coon at Searchlight DEIS Public Comment Meeting Feb_22_2012
	DOC016
	DOC014
	DOC015





