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Dear Reader:

Enclosed for your review and comment is the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the
Amargosa Farm Road Solar Energy Project. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Pahrump Field
Office has prepared this Draft EIS in response to a right-of-way application submitted by Solar
Millennium, LLC to construct and operate two concentrated solar thermal parabolic trough power plant
facilities on public lands in Amargosa Valley, approximately 80 miles northwest of Las Vegas, in Nye
County, Nevada. Cooperating Agencies for this Draft EIS include the Department of Defense,
Department of Energy, National Park Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Nevada Department of
Wildlife, and Nye County. The purpose of this review is to assist BLM in its decision-making process
with respect to the requested right-of-way.

This Draft EIS considers the expected environmental effects associated with granting the right-of-way on
public land and subsequent construction and operation of the Amargosa Farm Road Solar Energy Project.
The BLM is interested in your review and comment on the accuracy and completeness of this document.
The Amargosa Farm Road Solar Energy Project Draft EIS will be available for review for 45 calendar
days from the date the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency publishes the Notice of Availability in the
Federal Register.

The BLM intends to hold four meetings in Nevada during the 45-day comment period, one each in
Beatty, Amargosa Valley, Pahrump, and Las Vegas. The BLM will announce all public meeting times
and locations at least 15 days in advance through public notices, media news releases, or mailings. In
addition, information will be posted online at the BLM website: http://www.blm.gov/nv/st/en.html.

Comments should be sent to:

BLM, Pahrump Field Office

Attn: Greg Helseth

Renewable Energy Project Manager
4701 N. Torrey Pines Drive

Las Vegas, NV 89130

FAX: 702.515.5023

Email: solar millennium @blm.gov

A Final EIS will be prepared that will consider comments received during the 45-day comment period.
For more information, please contact Greg Helseth at (702) 515-5173.
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Abstract

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Pahrump Field Office has prepared this Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in response to a right-of-way application submitted by
Solar Millennium, LLC (Applicant or Proponent) to construct and operate the Amargosa Farm
Road Solar Energy Project (Project). The proposed project would be located on BLM-
administered lands, approximately 80 miles northwest of Las Vegas, in the Amargosa Valley in
Nye County, Nevada. Some portions of the proposed project would be located on private lands
including a 40-acre parcel at the south end of the project area and possibly the water pipeline(s)
that would supply water to the project site.

The project area is located approximately five miles south of U.S. Highway 95 and five miles
west of State Highway 373. The majority of the proposed project area would be located north of
Amargosa Farm Road and east of Valley View Road. The Proponent’s original right-of-way
request of 7,670 acres was refined to include only 6,320 acres based on biological and cultural



resources surveys conducted during the spring 2009. Because the studies did not find anything of
significance in the primary location, the secondary location was released. Project facilities would
be located on approximately 4,350 acres and would include the solar fields, power blocks (one
power block located in the center of each solar field), an office and maintenance building,
parking area, lay-down area, stormwater detention basin, and switchyard.

The Proponent is evaluating two water supply options including: 1) purchase or lease of existing
water rights and moving the point of diversion to the power block area; which would require
construction of a new well(s); or 2) purchase or lease of existing water rights and construct a
water pipeline from existing well(s) to the project site. Both options are currently being
evaluated.

This Draft EIS considers the expected environmental effects associated with granting a right-of-
way on public land and subsequent construction and operation of the proposed Project. The BLM
will use the EIS, when rendering a decision about granting the requested right-of-way. The
BLM'’s decision will be to grant, grant with modifications, or deny the request for right-of-way
through public lands administered by the BLM. This Draft EIS satisfies the requirements of the
National Environmental Policy Act, which mandates that federal agencies analyze the
environmental consequences of major federal actions.

environmental impact statement:

2-3-201(0

Patrick Putnam Date
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