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Decision: 
It is my decision to approve and implement the Wilderness Signs and Information Kiosks as described in 
the Documentation ofLand Use Plan Conformance and non-statutory Categorical Exclusion ofFederal 
Action associated with the proposal. 

Backgronnd Information: 

Scoping and Public Involvement: 

An Interdisciplinary team scoped the proposed action for extraordinary circumstances in the Egan 
Field Office, January 20, 2009 Schell Field Office, January 26, 2009, Caliente Field Office 
January 27, 2009. Team members determined that there would not be significant or otherwise 
unacceptable impacts to the resources and concerns identified in the attached Extraordinary 
Circumstances Interdisciplinary Checklist. In addition, the proposal would not: 

Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning 
alternative uses of available resources [NEPA section 102(2XE)]. (43 CFR 46.215 (c» 

Rationale: Placement of signs and informational kiosks has very little impact to the 
environment due to the small amount ofdisturbance caused by digging holes to place the 
posts in. 

Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve un ique or 
unknown environmental risks. (43 CFR 46.215 (d» 

Rationale: The effects Qfplacing signs and informational kiosks are a well established 
and have been exempted from further NEPA analysis in ffi-2007 -115 above the level of a 
CX. 

Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future actions 
with potentially significant environmental effects. (43 CFR 46.215 (e» 

Rationale: The placement of signs and informational kiosks is exempt from further 
NEPA analysis beyond a CX in accordance with ffi-2007-115. 

Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively 
significant environmental effects. (43 CFR 46.215 (f) 

Rationale: This action is related to the development of Wilderness Management Plans 
for the 22 Wilderness ar~as within the Ely District. This action will be incorporated into 
each Wilderness Management Plans, Sign Plan. Each Wilderness Management Plan may 
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identify additional needs for signs or informational kiosks which may be associated with 
staging areas, trailheads or campsites. 

Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection 
of the environment. (43 CFR 46.215 (i» 

Rationale: This action will not violate any Federal, State, or tribal laws. 

Rational For Decision: 
As determined on the associated Documentation ofLand Use Plan Conformance and non
statutory Categorical Exclusion ofFederal Action, the proposed action is in conformance with 
the Ely District Approved Resource Management Plan (August 20, 2008) and the qualifications 
of a categorical exclusion. No further environmental analysis is required based on review of the 
proposal and the 12 exceptions to categorical exclusions. 

Protest and Appeal: 
All parties involved in the process will be notified by certified mail and will have 30 days after receiving 
notification to appeal the decision. 

Appl'oved By: ;1l~ JJi~ 10 )ZO/0 C, 
Mary D' Aversa Date 
Field Manager 
Scbell Field Office 
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SCREENING FOR EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES THAT MAY APPLY TO 
ACTIONS NORMALLY ELIGIBLE FORCATEGORICALLY EXCLUSION 

An EA or EIS must be prepared if any of these extraordinary circumstances apply I Yes I··l'ful 
to the proposed action. Check the appropriate box. Would the proposed action: . 

1. Have significant impacts on public health or safety? X 
2. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic X 
characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; 
wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or 
principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 
11990); floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory 
birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas? 

3. Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve 
concerning alternative uses of available resources rNEPA Section 1 

4. Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or X 
involve uniaue or unknown environmental risks? 

a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about X 
future actions with potentially significant environmental effects? 

6. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but 
cumulatively significant environmental effects? 

---------------------
7 .Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the X 
National of Historic Places as determined either the bureau or ~"'.~e.·1 

8. Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the X 
of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated 
Critical Habitat for these species? 

9. Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for X 
the protection of the environment? 

IO. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority X 
popu lations (Executive Order 12898)'1 

II. Limit access to and ceremonial use ofIndian sacred sites on Federal lands by x 
Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity 
of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007)? 

12. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds X 
or non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may 
promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species 
(Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112)7 

• 

FINDINGS 

Based on review of the proposal and the 12 exceptions listed above, this action qualifies as a categorical 
exclusion and environmental analysis is not required. The proposed action is in conformance with current 
BLM Land Use Plans. 
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Categorical Exclusion Documentation Format When Using 
Categorical Exclusions Not Established by Statute 

Note:  Until a process for documenting Extraordinary Circumstances (ECs) is finalized, this form 
should only be used for CXs for which the Authorized Officer has determined that it is not 

necessary to scope for ECs.  (See Step 4 of the Ely District NEPA Process Flow Chart) 
 

A.  Background 
BLM Office:  Ely District Office        
Lease/Serial/Case File No.: DOI-BLM-NV-L000-2009-003-CX 
  
Proposed Action Title/Type: Wilderness Signs & Information Kiosks 
Location of Proposed Action:   District-wide 
Description of Proposed Action: Placement of information kiosks (15), key entrance (29), 
directional (3) and wilderness access signs (9).  These 56 signs will be placed at or near 
wilderness boundaries across the Ely District.  Signs will be installed using hand tool and will 
require 2 holes in the ground per sign.  Each support for the signs is anticipated to be a 4” x 4”, 
therefore holes will be slightly larger than 16 sq. inches.  Wilderness access and directional signs 
will have the approximate dimensions of 3’ x 5’.  Key Entrance signs will be slightly smaller.  
The panel on the kiosk will be approximately 3’ x 4’.  (See Appendix A for sign examples.) 
 
B. Land Use Plan Conformance 
Land Use Plan Name:  Ely District Record of Decision and Approved Resource Management 
Plan.  Date Approved/Amended: August 20, 2008 
 
The proposed action is in conformance with the applicable LUP because it is specifically 
provided for in the following LUP decision(s):  
Information Bulletin No. 2007-115:  (4) Placement of recreational, special designation or 
information signs, visitor registers, kiosks and portable sanitation devices.   
 
Additionally, this proposed action would be in accordance with the Ely District Wilderness 
Interpretive Plan and the BLM Sign Guidebook (December 2004).   
 
C:  Compliance with NEPA: 
The Proposed Action is categorically excluded from further documentation under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) in accordance with 516 DM 11.9, G.4.   

“Placement of recreational, special designation or information signs, visitor registers, kiosks and 
portable sanitation devices.” 

 
This categorical exclusion is appropriate in this situation because there are no extraordinary 
circumstances potentially having effects that may significantly affect the environment.  The 
proposed action has been reviewed, and none of the extraordinary circumstances described in 
516 DM2 apply. 
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SCREENING FOR EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES THAT MAY APPLY TO 
ACTIONS NORMALLY ELIGIBLE FORCATEGORICALLY EXCLUSION 

An EA or EIS must be prepared if any of these extraordinary circumstances apply 
to the proposed action.  Check the appropriate box.  Would the proposed action: 

Yes No 

1. Have significant impacts on public health or safety?  X 
2. Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic 
characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; 
wilderness areas; wild or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or 
principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; wetlands (Executive Order 
11990); floodplains (Executive Order 11988); national monuments; migratory 
birds; and other ecologically significant or critical areas? 

 X 

3. Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts 
concerning alternative uses of available resources [NEPA Section 102(2)(E)]? 

 X 

4. Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or 
involve unique or unknown environmental risks? 

 X 

5. Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about 
future actions with potentially significant environmental effects? 

 X 

6. Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but 
cumulatively significant environmental effects? 

 X 

7 .Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the 
National Register of Historic Places as determined by either the bureau or office? 

 X 

8. Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List 
of Endangered or Threatened Species, or have significant impacts on designated 
Critical Habitat for these species? 

 X 

9. Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for 
the protection of the environment? 

 X 

10. Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority 
populations (Executive Order 12898)? 

 X 

11. Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by 
Indian religious practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity 
of such sacred sites (Executive Order 13007)? 

 X 

12. Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds 
or non-native invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may 
promote the introduction, growth, or expansion of the range of such species 
(Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and Executive Order 13112)? 

 X 

 
FINDINGS 
 
Based on review of the proposal and the 12 exceptions listed above, this action qualifies as a categorical 
exclusion and environmental analysis is not required. The proposed action is in conformance with current 
BLM Land Use Plans. 
 
 
  



D: Signature 

Authorizing Official: +/fa--,---,~=-~a--"-M:---,,' r4N':.~-,-_______ _ Date: lo/tulUo1
(Signature) 

Name: fY)e,/') DA".,..>c; 
Title: fft/J M.~ .. 'JI'.r 

Contact Person 

For additional information concerning this ex review, contact Dave Jacobson, Wilderness 
Planner, Ely BLM Office, He 33 Box 33500, Ely NY 89301, (775) 289-1800. 

-
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Appendix A 
Examples of the sign types. 

 
   

 
 

Wilderness Access Sign 
Directional Signs would be similar, but could include mileages and directional arrows.  

 
 

 
 

Key Entrance Sign 
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