BUCK AND BOLD WILD HORSE GATHER—VETERINARY REPORT

Prepared by: Dr. Cyrus Danaye-Elmi
USDA, APHIS, Veterinary Services

Date prepared: August 1, 2011
Date of observation: July 30, 2011

Location: Long Valley Gather Site

A total of 104 horses (adults and foals) were gathered. All horses appeared healthy with good
body condition score of 4-5 (Henneke, scale 1-9), with one exception. A very thin stud needed
additional attention and closer examination as follows:

(a) Lameness. A 2.5 years old bay stud (solid) showed lameness on the right rear leg,
and a body condition score of 1-2 (Henneke, scale 1-9). The right rear hock joint was swollen and
enlarged 2-3 times a normal size. Upon closer examination, a deep gap (depression) was detected on
the right hip bone area.

(b)  Lack of normal growth. | also discovered he was not grown for his age: his body

conformation would indicate he was 6-8 months of age, however, examination of his teeth indicated an
age of 2.5-3 years.

(c)  Decision to euthanize. Due to these factors—lack of normal growth, a body

condition score of 1-2, lameness and swelling of the right rear leg, a large depression to the touch on the
right hip bone, and overall poor quality of life—it was necessary to euthanize the stud to prevent further
suffering.

(d)  Euthanasia and post mortem. The stud was euthanized on July 30, 2011 at 13:30.
After euthanasia, a post mortem examination was performed and indicated the followings: Calcified

Joint sheath, hematoma and bruised hock joint, all ligaments hard and rough on palpation, dark and
bloody synovial fluid, puss accumulation in the synovial cavity, displaced femur from the pelvic bone but
attached to the side of acetablum by calcified regenerative tissue, the hoof of right rear leg did not wear
off as much as the hoof of left rear leg.

(e)  Conclusion from post mortem. It appears that the stud suffered trauma to the hock

joint some time ago with a displaced the right hip joint as a result. Calcifications surrounding the hock
joint, infection in the hock joint, and a displaced hip joint, made him lame with a very poor prognosis for
recovery.



