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3.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT/ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 
 
General Setting 
 
The Silver King HMA is located in northeastern Lincoln County, Nevada approximately 60 air 
miles south of Ely, and 10 miles northwest of Caliente. The area is within the Great Basin 
physiographic regions, characterized by a high, rolling plateau underlain by basalt flows covered 
with a thin loess and alluvial mantle.  On many of the low hills and ridges that are scattered 
throughout the area, the soils are underlain by bedrock.  Elevations within the Silver King HMA 
range from approximately 5,000 feet to 9,500 feet.  Annual precipitation ranges from 
approximately 7 inches on some of the valley bottoms to 20 inches on the mountain peaks. Most 
of this precipitation comes during the winter and spring months in the form of snow, 
supplemented by localized thunderstorms during the summer months.  Temperatures range from 
greater than 100 degrees Fahrenheit in the summer months to minus 20 degrees in the winter.  
The area is also utilized by domestic livestock under terms and conditions outlined in grazing 
permits and by numerous wildlife species. 
 
Table 2 summarizes which of the critical elements of the human environment and other resources 
of concern within the project area are present, not present or not affected by the proposed action.  

Identification of Issues: 

Internal scoping was conducted by an interdisciplinary (ID) team on May 10, 2010 that analyzed 
the potential consequences of the Proposed Action.  Potential impacts to the following 
resources/concerns were evaluated in accordance with criteria listed in the H-1790-1 NEPA 
Handbook (2008) page 41, to determine if detailed analysis was required.  Consideration of some 
of these items is to ensure compliance with laws, statutes or Executive Orders that impose certain 
requirements upon all Federal actions.  Other items are relevant to the management of public 
lands in general, and to the Schell and Caliente Field Offices in particular. 
 
Table 2.  Summary of Critical and Other Elements of the Human Environment 
 
 
Resource/Concern 

Issue(s) 
Analyzed in 

Detail? 
(Y/N) 

Rationale for Dismissal from Detailed Analysis or 
Issue(s) Requiring Detailed Analysis 

Air Quality 

N 

The affected area is not within an area of non-attainment 
or areas where total suspended particulates or other criteria 
pollutants exceed Nevada air quality standards. Particulate 
matter (dust) from the wild horse gather is expected to be 
similar to that occurring from normal herd movements,  
and any increase in particulate matter that might occur 
from herding the horses to the trap sites would be short 
term (temporary) and fleeting. 
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Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern 
(ACEC) 

N Not present in the designated HA boundaries. 

Cultural Resources N All cultural sites would be avoided through a pre-gather 
survey.  Cultural resources around springs would be better 
protected with excess wild horse removal. A needs 
Assessment has been completed. 

Forest Health 
N 

Project has a negligible impact directly, indirectly and 
cumulatively to forest health.  Detailed analysis not 
required. 

Migratory Birds N Proposed action would be planned to occur outside of 
Migratory Bird nesting season. 

Native American Religious 
and other Concerns N 

No potential traditional religious or cultural sites of 
importance have been identified in the project according to 
the Ely District RMP Ethnographic report (2003). 

Wastes, Hazardous or Solid N No hazardous or solid wastes exist on the permit renewal 
area, nor would any be introduced. 

Water Quality, 
Drinking/Ground N No effects to water quality are expected.  Project would 

avoid spring, riparian, and stream locations. 
Environmental Justice N No environmental justice issues are present at or near the 

project. 
Floodplains 

N 

No floodplains have been identified by HUD or FEMA 
within the project area.   Floodplains as defined in 
Executive Order 11988 may exist in the area, but would 
not be affected by the proposed action.   

Farmlands, Prime and 
Unique 

N 

There are soils within the HMA that have been designated 
by the Natural Resource Conservation Service as meeting 
the requirements to be considered prime farmlands.  
Although localized trampling of these soils may occur at 
the trap sites, the proposed action will not contribute either 
directly or indirectly to loss of these potential farmlands.  
Effects resulting from the proposed action would not alter 
the composition or character of potential prime or unique 
farmlands. 
 

Threatened and Endangered 
Species N Not present. 

Wetlands/Riparian Zones Y  Analysis in EA 

Non-native Invasive and 
Noxious Species Y Analysis in EA 

Wilderness/WSA Y Analysis in EA 

Human Health and Safety 
N 

No analysis needed as no safety concerns are expected, but 
a risk management worksheet will be prepared to mitigate 
any hazards that may present themselves 

Wild and Scenic Rivers N Not Present 
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Special Status Animal 
Species, other than those 
listed or proposed by the 
FWS as threatened or 
Endangered. 

Y 

Analysis in EA 

Special Status Plant Species, 
other than those listed or 
proposed by the FWS as 
Threatened or Endangered.  
Also, ACECs designated to 
protect special status plant 
species. 

Y 

Analysis in EA 

Fish and Wildlife Y Analysis in EA 

Wild Horses Y Analysis in EA 

Soils/Watershed Y Analysis in EA 

Livestock Grazing  Y Analysis in EA 
 

Water Resources  
(Water Rights) N No effects to water rights will occur.  See analysis of 

riparian zones for impacts to water resources. 
Mineral Resources N There would be no modifications to mineral resources 

through the proposed action.  
Vegetative Resources Y Analysis in EA   
 

4.0 Affected Environment and Environmental Consequences  
The following critical or other elements of the human environment are present and may be 
affected by the proposed action or the alternatives. The affected environment is described as a 
baseline for the impact analysis. 

A. Wild Horses  

Affected Environment 
Wild horses are introduced species within North America and have few natural predators.  Few 
natural controls act upon wild horse herds making them very competitive with native wildlife 
and other living resources managed by the BLM.  Population inventory flights have been 
conducted in the Silver King HMA every two to three years.  These population inventory flights 
have provided information pertaining to population numbers, foaling rates, distribution, and herd 
health.  A population inventory was conducted in April 2010 on the Silver King HMA using a 
direct count method, BLM observed 505 wild horses. The current wild horse population of 606 
wild horses which includes the 2010 foal crop is approximately 10.1 times above the low range 
of AML. Of these, the wild horses residing outside the Silver King HMA are located along Hwy 
93 and causing public safety concerns. Numerous reports have been brought to the Ely District 
attention about horses being hit or spotted on the highway. Monitoring data shows that wild 


