
 
 

 

  
  
 
 

 

 

 

  
  
  
 
  
  
  
 

  
  
 

  

  
 

 

 
 

  

  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  
  

  

  

  
  
  
  

  
  
  

  
  
  

  

  

 

 

            

 
 

 

 

 

                    

 

 
 

 

 

 
                    

               

 
 

                    

 

                   

  
  

 

 

             

United SStates Deppartment of the Innterior 

BUUREAU OF LLAND MANNGEMENT
 
Ely District Office
 

HC33 Box 335000 (702 N Indusstrial Way)
 
Ely, Neevada 89301-94008 


http:///www.blm.gov/nnv/st/en/fo/ely_ffield_office.htmll
 

In Reply RRefer to: 
NOPA-NNVL00000-112-01 

NOOTICE OF PPROPOSEDD ACTION
 
LANDS INN WILDERRNESS 


STATE:	 Nevadaa 

COUNTTY:	 Clark, LLincoln, Whhite Pine 

DISTRICCT OFFICEE:	 Ely Disstrict Office 
HC 33 Box 33500 
702 Noorth Industriaal Way 
Ely, Neevada 89301 

Southerrn Nevada DDistrict Officce 
4701 NNorth Torrey Pines Dr. 
Las Vegas, Nevadaa 89130 

WILDERRNESS ARREA:	 Delamaar Mountains, Far Southh Egans, Meaadow Valleyy 
Range, Mormon MMountains, MMuddy Mounntains, Arroww 
Canyonn, and Northh McCullouggh 

PROPOSED ACTIOON: 	 Issuancce of Authorrizations to NNevada Depaartment of  
Wildliffe (NDOW) for Wildlife  Water Deveelopment  
Inspecttion, Maintennance and RRepairs withiin BLM  
Wildernness areas inn Nevada 

Backgroound 

With the designation of wilderness in Nevada uunder severaal legislative acts, the NDOW has ann ually 
requestedd permission to inspect, mmaintain, and repair wildliife water devvelopments wwithin BLM 
Districts affected by thhe legislationn (i.e., Ely, SSouthern Nevvada, and Winnnemucca). WWhile big gaame, 
small gamme and bird wwater developpments are loocated withinn designated wilderness inn Nevada, 
NDOW’ss requests aree primarily diirected towarrd big game wwildlife wateer developmeents. Each yeear, 
after commpleting publiic notificatioons, minimumm requiremennt decision guuide (MRDGG) analyses annd 
National Environmenttal Policy Acct (NEPA) exxaminations ssuch as envirronmental asssessments (EEAs), 

http:///www.blm.gov/nnv/st/en/fo/ely_ffield_office.htmll


 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

based on the NDOW rrequests, BLLM Districts hhave grantedd such permisssion with apppropriate termms 
and condiitions attacheed. 

Since the approval of a memoranddum of underrstanding (MOOU) with NDDOW in 2003 (i.e.,3 
Supplemeent No. 9, BLLM MOU 63300-NV930-00402 dated DDecember, 20003), the BLMM has annuallly 
processedd requests forr inspection, maintenancee and repair oof wildlife waater developmments. Thesee 
requests uusually include an appeal  for helicopteer access. Heelicopter acceess has been approved onn a 
case-by-ccase basis aftt nalysis of eachh request. Peermission forr iicopter has bbeener careful an  use of a hel
granted inn cases where the terrain is too steep, hazardous, oor difficult foor foot or horseback accesss or 
where thee distance to the wildlife wwater develoopment site iss too far fromm a boundaryy or recognizeed 
cherry-steem road. 

Descripttion of the PProposed Acction 

The proposed action iis for multiple-water deveelopment, muultiple-year aauthorization for inspectioon, 
maintenannce and repaair of wildlifee water devellopments. Alll NDOW wiildlife water developmentts in 
wildernesss on both thee Ely Distric t and Southe rn Nevada DDistrict wouldd be analyzedd in one plann. 
The analyysis would annswer the queestion: Is hellicopter, foott, horseback, motorized orr mechanizedd 
vehicle acccess the “m inimum tool”” for wildlifee water devellopment insppection, mainntenance and 
repair? FFurthermore, the analysis would also cconsider the uuse of motoriized equipmeent to compleete 
repairs annd maintenannce. A Minimmum Requiremments Decisiion Guide woould be comppleted for eacch of 
the 35 waater developmments within wilderness in these two DDistricts. Thiis analysis wwould determiine 
the methood of access ffor each guzzzler and commprise the prooposed actionn. Also analyyzed will be tthe 
“All heliccopter accesss” and “All fooot or packsttock” alternattives. 

Public CComment 

The Ely and Southeern Nevada District aree collaboratiively preparing single, consolidateed 
programmmatic Enviironmental Assessmentt. All commments are to be sent direectly to the 
District MManager foor consideraation and usse in evaluatting and proocessing thee proposed 

actions aat the addreess above beefore the endd of the commment periood of Novvember 225, 
2011. 

Attachmment: Map off wildlife waater developmments in willderness on tthe Ely and Southern Neevada 
Districts 



 



 


