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CERTIFIED MAIL — RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
Dear Interested Party:

The BLM Ely District, Egan Field Office is soliciting written comments regarding the
preparation of an environmental impact statement (EIS) for Barrick Gold US, Inc.’s Bald
Mountain Mine (BMM) proposals to construct, expand, and operate gold mines, known as the
North and South Operations Area projects.

BMM is proposing to expand existing mine facilities for its BMM North Operations Area Project
and reinitiate mining at the South Operations Area Project. The Projects are located in White
Pine County, Nevada, approximately 70 miles northwest of Ely. The North Operations Area
Project is being expanded and would include the Casino/Winrock Plan of Operations (PoO) in to
one PoO. The South Operations Area Project would include the old Yankee and Alligator Mine
sites as well as new mine facilities. The proposed projects would consist of open-pits, rock
disposal areas, heap leach pads, processing facilities, haul and access roads, and other mining
facilities. The North Operations Area Project expansion would increase surface disturbance from
9,124 acres to 13,704 acres. The South Operations Area Project would increase surface
disturbance from 960 acres to 3,643 acres.

A Record of Decision signed in February 2010 provided for the previous expansion at BMM and
the consolidation of the BMM and the Mooney Basin Mine into one PoO called the North
Operations Area Project. Since that time, there have been three amendments to that PoO, two of
which were determined to be adequately covered under existing NEPA analysis, while the third
PoO amendment was analyzed under an EA. The BLM has determined that the two projects that
were submitted to the BLM will require a new EIS analysis and disclosure process. This
requirement, in part, is due to the new geographic location, size of the proposed action, and the
potential resource impacts that have not been analyzed under existing NEPA documentation.
The project location is provided on the enclosed map.

Your comments will help guide development of the EIS, including the identification of relevant
issues and possible alternatives. Written comments should be addressed to the BLM Ely District
Office, HC 33 Box 33500, Ely, NV 89301, Attn: Miles Kreidler. Comments should be
postmarked or otherwise delivered to the Ely District Office by Wednesday, May 16, 2012, to
ensure full consideration. Comments may also be faxed to Kreidler at (775) 289-1910 or
submitted electronically to BLM_NV_EYDO_ Barrick Bald EIS@blm.gov. Please make your
comments as specific as possible.



mailto:BLM_NV_EYDO_Barrick_Bald_EIS@blm.gov

Public scoping meetings have also been scheduled. Dates, times, and locations of those meetings
are as follows:

May 7, 2012 May 8, 2012
4 pm—7 pm 4 pm —7 pm
Bristlecone Convention Center Eureka County High School
150 Sixth Street Tiled Commons Area
Ely, Nevada 89301 1 Vandal Way
Eureka, Nevada 89316
May 9, 2012 May 10, 2012
4 pm—7 pm 4 pm—7 pm
Elko Convention Center Best Western Airport Plaza
700 Moren Way 1981 Terminal Way
Elko, Nevada 89801 Reno, Nevada 89502

Additional information is available online at http://www.blm.gov/nv/. Click on the Ely District
map and then click on the BMM North and South Operations Area Projects under “In the
Spotlight.” Project materials may also be viewed at the BLM Ely District Office, 702 N.
Industrial Way, Ely, NV, from 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Pacific Standard Time, Monday through
Friday, except holidays.

Before including your address, phone number, email address, or other personal identifying
information in your comment, you should be aware that your entire comment — including your
personal identifying information — would be part of the public record for the project, and may be
made publicly available at any time. While you may ask the BLM in your comment to withhold
your personal identifying information from public review, we cannot guarantee that we would be
able to do so.

For more information, contact Miles Kreidler, Project Manager at (775) 289-1893 or

mkreidler@blm.gov.
Sincerely,
W
Doris A. Metcalf

Field Manager
Egan Field Office

Enclosures
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PROPOSED ACTION

Barrick Gold U.S., Inc. (Barrick) is proposing to expand previously authorized mine facilities for
its Bald Mountain Mine (BMM) North and South Operations Area Projects (Project). The North
Operations Area is being amended to expand previously authorized mine facilities and the
Casino/Winrock Plan of Operations (PoO) into the North Operations Project Area. In addition,
The South Operations Area is being amended to encompass and expand previously authorized
Yankee and Alligator Ridge mine sites, and develop a transportation and utility corridor from the
North Operations Area to the South Operations Area.

Barrick submitted two PoOs (NVN-082888 [North Operations Area Project] and NVN-090443
[South Operations Area Project]) in October 2011, to the United States Department of the
Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Ely District Office, Egan Field Office, in
compliance with BLM regulations (43 CFR83809) and Nevada regulations governing the
reclamation of mined lands (Nevada Administrative Codes [NAC] 519A.010-635).

The BLM has determined that the two PoOs for the North and South Operations Area Projects
would require an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) analysis and disclosure process. This
requirement, in part, is due to the new geographic location, size of the proposed action, and the
potential resource impacts that have not been analyzed under existing NEPA documentation.

The proposed Project would be located in north-central Nevada approximately 70 linear miles
northwest of Ely, Nevada in White Pine County. The proposed Project would take place
primarily on public lands, some of which has been disturbed and reclaimed in accordance with
previous mining authorizations (see attached map).

The proposed Project would include the surface disturbance of approximately 17,348 acres, of
which approximately 10,085 acres have been previously disturbed from past mining activities
(including open pits) or have been authorized for disturbance. Previously authorized and
proposed surface disturbances are summarized in Table 1. The full build-out of previously
authorized and proposed facilities would include the following:

e Expansion of the authorized PoO boundaries;
o Expansion or modification of existing open pits and development of hew open pits;

o Expansion or modification of existing rock disposal areas (RDA) and the development of new
RDAs;

e Expansion or modification of existing heap leach facilities (HLF) and the development of new
HLFs;

e Implementation of additional exploration activities; and

e Construction and/or relocation of ancillary facilities including solution pipelines; process
facilities; chemical, fuel, and hazardous material storage areas; roads; ore and growth media
stockpiles; Class Il landfills; water wells and water pipelines; communication sites; electrical
powerlines and substations; fencing; sanitation facilities; buildings etc.



Leachgrade ore would be processed on site at the proposed heap leach pad and associated
processing facilities. Loaded carbon would be managed at permitted Bald Mountain Mine
process facilities or would be transported to existing off-site refining facilities at Barrick's
Goldstrike Mine, located approximately 70 miles north of the Bald Mountain Mine.

If approved, construction of facilities would begin in 2016. Mine operations would continue for
approximately 20 years, with ore processing activities continuing for an additional 3 years.
Reclamation would occur concurrently with mining to the extent possible. Post-closure
monitoring would continue for up to 20 years beyond mine closure.

Currently, Barrick employs approximately 350 full-time employees at the BMM North Operations
Area. No change in employment is proposed for this area. To the extent practicable, Barrick
would utilize existing staff living in the Ely and Eureka areas to operation the South Operations
Area. However, an additional 200 contractors would be employed during facility construction
and up to 100 additional full-time workers would be required during peak operations in this area.

Table 1. Summary of Previously Authorized and Proposed Disturbance for the North and
South Operations Area Projects

Prewogsly Proposed Total
Component Authorlzed Disturbance | Disturbance
Disturbance (acres) (acres)
(acres)
North Operations Area
Open Pits 1,654.1 1,122.8 2,776.9
Rock Disposal Areas 3,772.1 1,462.0 5,234.1
Process Facilities 1,542.6 867.5 2,410.1
Support Facilities 1,681.2 1,127.4 2,808.6
Exploration 474.5 0.0 4745
Sub-Total 9,124.5 4,579.7 13,704.2
South Operations Area
Open Pits 212.8 658.3 871.1
Rock Disposal Areas 178.0 1,174.9 1,352.9
Process Facilities 212.9 424.9 637.8
Support Facilities 287.7 335.0 622.7
Exploration 68.9 90.0 158.9
Sub-Total 960.3 2,683.1 3,643.4
Total 10,084.8 7,262.8 17,347.6
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Written Comment Sheet

Bald Mountain Mine North and
South Operations Area Projects
Environmental Impact Statement

We want your comments! If you have any issues, concerns, or questions that you would like addressed in the Bald
Mountain Mine Project Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), please complete this comment sheet, fold it in on the lines
with the return address showing, tape it closed, affix a stamp, and drop it in the mail to us. You may attach additional
pages.

If you prefer, you may email your comments to BLM_NV_EYDO_ Barrick Bald EIS@bIm.gov or fax them to (775) 289-
1910. If you have no comments, but would like to be on our mailing list and receive a copy of the Draft EIS, please
complete the contact information below and mail it to us.

Please provide your contact information. If you would like to receive copies of the Draft EIS, fill in the box on the
reverse side.

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address or any other personally identifying information in your comment,
you should be aware that your entire comment — including personal identifying information may be made publicly available at any
time. While you can ask us in your comment to withhold you’re your personal identifying information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to do so.

Name: Title:

Mailing address:

City, State, Zipcode:

Phone: Fax: E-mail:

Please hand in your completed comment sheet at the scoping meeting to ensure your input is considered, or if you would
like to mail your comments, please use the address on the reverse to submit your comments by May 16, 2012.

Thank you for your interest and participation!


mailto:BLM_NV_EYDO_Barrick_Bald_EIS@blm.gov

Fold 2

Affix

Stamp

Bureau of Land Management
Egan Field Office
702 North Industrial Way
HC 33, Box 33500
Ely, Nevada 89301

Fold 1

Bald Mountain Mine North and South Operations Area Projects mailing list

To have your name added or removed from our mailing list for this project, please check the appropriate
box and return this response sheet to us. Be sure to fill out the contact information on the reverse side. If
you do not ask us to remove your name from our mailing list, we will send you future EIS-related
announcements.

1 Yes, add my name to the mailing list to 1 No, please remove my name from your
receive future information mailing list

Sign up to receive the Draft EIS
To receive the Draft EIS check the box below and tell us which format you would like.

[0 Send me the Draft EIS in the following format:
[0 CD-rom [0 Executive Summary only (about 50 pages)

Printed copies of the Draft EIS (about 500 pages) will be available at your local library or on BLM’s Web
site.
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