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May 14, 2011—Carlin Canyon  

National Public Lands Day is a nationally recognized day encouraging the public to join together 

for improving and celebrating public lands.  Much of  the nation is celebrating the 18th Annual 

National Public Lands Day on September 24, 2011, but in Northeastern Nevada, we celebrate 

early to take full advantage of  our available water and the mild to moderate temperatures needed 

for the planned projects and activities, which include planting new tree seedlings along the Hum-

boldt River, picking up trash and learning about the environment.  
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P u b l i c  L a n d s  N e a r  n e v a d a   

The BLM is tasked to manage public lands for multiple-use by the U.S. Congress.  This 

means the lands can be used for many different purposes, but  each reason and each person 

must be in accordance with the BLM’s rules and regulations.    

From the map above…  (Answers on page 12) 

1. Which  state has the most BLM managed lands?  ________________ 

2. Which state has the least Forest Service lands?  _________________ 

Lands held in trust for the American people, and managed by the federal government, are 

called public lands.  Congress has given agencies different responsibilities for the lands they 

manage.  To make sure public lands are managed the way Congress asked, each agency has rules 

and regulations that must be followed when people use the land. 

The two agencies that manage the largest amount of  public land in the West are BLM and the 

U. S. Forest Service (see map below).   
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Managed  
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Managed 
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M u l t i p l e - U s e  i n  N e v a d a  

People, plants, and animals depend on public lands for many different reasons.  Below 

are just a few, can you think of  others? 

Can you find your way to the State Flag? 
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Stopping change on the landscape is not pos-

sible.  As seen in these photos, natural proc-

esses such as weathering and erosion can have 

large impacts in an area. 

Climate change is already working in Nevada.  

Warmer temperatures are causing snow to 

melt earlier in the year, and spring is arriving 

more than two weeks earlier than it did last cen-

tury. 

Our lands are changing for many reasons.  How they are now is different from yesterday, 

and tomorrow will be unlike today.  Visit your public lands NOW!   

J u s t  O n e  c e n t u ry  l a t e r … .   

Public Lands are changing...  

Name some landscape changes you know of  in Nevada: 

______________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________ 

1890 

1990 

1970 

1920 

1910 

What a difference one century makes! 
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Watch 
your 
step 

B e careful when you are 

enjoying your public 

lands!  Most impor-

tantly for your safety, 

but also for special items that you 

may not know are right beneath 

your feet.   

Fossils, millions of  years old, are 

found in many places on Nevada 

public lands and they are easily   

broken.  

Cultural artifacts, which tell us 

about our ancestors who lived here 

long ago, are very special and 

should not be stepped on or moved.    

 

… and FRAGILE !  

Be extremely careful when you approach old struc-

tures.  There may be hidden wells, storage cellars or an 

abandoned mine you could accidently fall into.   

 

3. Is an arrowhead a  

     cultural artifact or  

     is it a fossil?  

Answer on Page 12      
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Soil formation requires five processes: 

Time               Climate         Parent material          Ecology                  Topography 

SOILS! 

Low rainfall and strong winds are two fac-

tors that cause aridisols to be dry.  These 

soils also have less organic matter (roots, 

leaves, etc.) than soils found in the Mid-

western states, so they are not used to 

grow crops unless water is provided.   

Nevada’s state soil is called Orovada, a 

kind of  aridisol. They are common soils 

on semiarid rangeland with sagebrush, but 

unique because they are formed from vol-

canic ash.  The general area for the 

Orovada soils is shown in blue in the 

smaller map of  Nevada, shown here. 

Sandy soils that exist in dry and hot areas throughout much of  the West are called 

Aridisols.  States that have aridisols are shown with tan and brown colors in the map 

below.   

4. Which state has the most aridisols? ________________________________    

Answer on Page 12 
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B a c k  t o   
    B a s i c s …  
painting like masters of  
long ago… with ground 
up rocks and egg yolk. 

 

 

When we want to          ,  we buy the colors we want from a store.   However,  

             from long ago called “masters,” and even some today, used things 

found on the                          to make their colors.  Tempera paint created by 

the masters was made with different colored pigment found in rocks 

and                . . You can make your own colors!  Look outdoors for different 

colored items, like very fine clay soils, even consider grinding up items like 

dried herbs or very old tree bark with a                     .   Then, using a 

                    and working quickly on a piece of  porous paper, paint your  

   Masterpiece; some examples are shown below.   

Pa i n t i n g  Wit h  S o i l  a n d  Ve ge ta t i o n  
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Colors in your environment 

Be a Nature Artist! 

Find materials in nature to make the 
colors on this page. Use things such as 
leaves, dirt and berries.  See if  you can 
invent your own color. 
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 Plants and animals (including humans) need certain minerals found in our soil to live.   

Match the food items to the minerals found in each one. 

Miner als in our bodies! 

Magnesium 
 

Manganese 
 

Sodium 
 

Calcium 
 

Potassium 
 

Zinc 

Answer on Page 12 

What colors do you think each of  the elements below are? 
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S i g n s  o f  t h e  T i m e s  

Below are some of  the signs you might see on public land.   

Write down why and where you think these signs might be used. 

W h a t ’ s  w r o n g  w i t h  t h i s  p i c t u r e ?  

You can do your part 
to help keep your pub-
lic lands lasting for a 
long time.  In this 
photo, people have 
been using their public 
lands as a dumping site 
for unwanted house-
hold items.  It will cost 
the government thou-
sands of dollars to 
clean this up.  Help us 
to keep your lands 
clean and beautiful!   
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accordance 

aridisols 

biota 

climate 

congress 

energy development 

mineral exploration 

mining 

multiple use 

oil 

Orovada soils 

parent material 

public lands 

recreation 

solar 

time 

topography 

wild horses 

wildlife 

W o r d  S e a r c h  

S E M I A G S S U E R W Q N D S G T R I D K G D

S O L F R H B U L L D O A R I D I S O L S H B S

A K Q X Y M Y V S D F E O E I E W O N S D R H H

C O N G R E S S D P L H S C P R G L H K R I C O

C E Z L K N D G F E D S A R O F A A A B E R H V

O F N M D E H R V J F Q I E K K C R N C R E T E

R T K S A R A E M E T J T A B H L P W Q G F A L

D X Q A K G T F E F M L P T R J F V X B W E L F

A B T S D Y T G F T O H Q I T E B X Z D K C I D

N D S A T D R M D O E A S O A H T H E Y W I D X

C E W O O E T C R P A R E N T M A T E R I A L S

E Q W E B V W E G O E D Z X A D F I E S L V N T

K N O C C E C S F G M H U J T B F M I K D T K E

D G H W Q L T M G R W A X G V C A E R X H K R A

E B E T Y O R O V A D A S O I L S Q F E O W P L

A F S E R P J S U P L T Y O Y I M S D F R G R E

Q U T B V M D Q T H W R H T K M H F E T S M P I

L O J F R E E H E Y E T W A S A Q B H X E M A L

O R T E M N H G D K P W T Y H T D F M B S G K H

Q B M U L T I P L E U S E Q H E K L S D G W G H

B Y I L K S S E H R B T T Y K H R H F E G A L E

V F N S M I N E R A L E X P L O R A T I O N D J

G O I S F E R T Y A I J D M O F A D A B E R H R

N U N L K K X H Q X C A H B D N D D F G K J L R

C R G Z R O A D W I L D L I F E S H F S F B Q R

V T K Y J H R E L L A J G O T P I I H C C U F T

S D L H K W S F D Z N F G T I J G N T B G Q C K

J K H T W Q T E J T D D H A G K N S I E O B B A

T D T A K P Z W J X S S A Q E F H K S A D F U L

F F K Q O I L A Q G T O I Q A V F Q R M N M I H

Find the words at 
right which have 

been used through-
out this activity 
book. 

Answers on Page 12 
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V i s i t  t h e  E l k o  B L M  O f f i c e  

Come on by… meet the BLM folks! 

3900 East Idaho Street 

Elko, Nevada  89801   

Lesli Ellis-Wouters —Public Affairs Officer 

Zachary Pratt– Outdoor Recreation Planner 

Or Call for Information 

(775) 753-0200 

SEMIAGSSUERWQNDSGTRIDKGD

SOLFRHBULLDOARIDISOLSHBS

AKQXYMYVSDFEOEIEWONSDRHH

CONGRESSDPLHSCPRGLHKRICO

CEZLKNDGFEDSAROFAAABERHV

OFNMDEHRVJFQIEKKCRNCRETE

RTKSARAEMETJTABHLPWQGFAL

DXQAKGTFEFMLPTRJFVXBWELF

ABTSDYTGFTOHQITEBXZDKCID

NDSATDRMDOEASOAHTHEYWIDX

CEWOOETCRPARENTMATERIALS

EQWEBVWEGOEDZXADFIESLVNT

KNOCCECSFGMHUJTBFMIKDTKE

DGHWQLTMGRWAXGVCAERXHKRA

EBETYOROVADASOILSQFEOWPL

AFSERPJSUPLTYOYIMSDFRGRE

QUTBVMDQTHWRHTKMHFETSMPI

LOJFREEHEYETWASAQBHXEMAL

ORTEMNHGDKPWTYHTDFMBSGKH

QBMULTIPLEUSEQHEKLSDGWGH

BYILKSSEHRBTTYKHRHFEGALE

VFNSMINERALEXPLORATIONDJ

GOISFERTYAIJDMOFADABERHR

NUNLKKXHQXCAHBDNDDFGKJLR

CRGZROADWILDLIFESHFSFBQR

VTKYJHRELLAJGOTPIIHCCUFT

SDLHKWSFDZNFGTIJGNTBGQCK

JKHTWQTEJTDDHAGKNSIEOBBA

TDTAKPZWJXSSAQEFHKSADFUL

FFKQOILAQGTOIQAVFQRMNMIH

Answers to the  activity questions: 

1, 2, and 4 = Nevada              3= Cultural artifact 

Foods are filled with many nutrients, such as : 

O r  V i s i t  t h e   

C a l i f o r n i a  T r a i l  C e n t e r  

A n d  s e e  h o w  o t h e r s  u s e d  t h e  l a n d  

    G a r y  K o y — P a r k  R a n g e r  

         ( 7 7 5 )  9 3 4 - 2 4 6 7  

Magnesium 
 

Manganese 
 

Sodium 
 

Calcium 
 

Potassium 
 

Zinc 


