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Dear Reader:

Enclosed for your review is the Wells Final Wilderness Envirommental Impact
Statement (EIS) and Proposed Recommendations. The final EIS analyzes the Elko
District's proposal to recommend portions of four Wilderness Study Areas
(WSAs) as suitable for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation
System (NWPS). :

The final EIS has been completed in accordance with the Natjonal Enviromnmental
Policy Act (NEPA) and concludes the study process; however, these
reconmendations may be subject to change through administrative review after
receipt of the minerals reports from the Bureau of Mines and U.S. Geological
Survey. If significant information contained in the mineral reports indicates
a need for change in the proposals analyzed in this EIS, a supplemental EIS
will be issued and distributed for public review.

We appreciate your interest and involvement in the study process for these
wilderness study areas.

Sincerely yours,

Fud

Edward F. Spang
State Director, Nevada
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The purpose of the Proposed Actlon 1s to manage and preserve the wilderness
characteristics on 145,287 BLM acres and continue to manage 30,664 BLM acres
for uses other than wilderness. These acreages represent portions of the
Bluebell, Goshute Peak, South Pequop and Bad Lands Wilderness Study Areas
(WSAs) in Elko County, Nevada.

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) mandates BLM to
manage the public lands and thelr resources under the principles of multiple
use and sustained yleld. Wilderness values are Identified as part of the

spectrum of multiple land use values to be considered in BIM inventory, _
planning, and management. Section 603 of FLPMA requires a wilderness review
of BLM roadless areas of 5,000 or wmore acres and roadless islands. The BLM
inventory process identified wilderness study areas which have the mandatory
wilderness characteristics (size; naturalness; solitude and/or primitive
recreation opportunities). Suitable or nonsuitable wilderness recommendations
for each WSA will be presented to the President by the Secretary of the
Interior. The President will then make recommendations to Congress. Areas
can be designated wilderness only by an act of Congress.

For further information please contact: Rodney Harris, District Manager,
Bureau of Land Management, P.0. Box 831, 3900 E. Idaho St., Elko, Nevada
89801 or call (702) 738-4071.

Date the Final Environmental Impact Statement was made available to the
Environmental Protection Agency and the public: JUL 2 g 1987




SUMMARY

" The purpose of the Proposed Action is to manage and preserve the wilderness
characteristics on 145,287 BLM acres and continue to manage 30,664 BLM acres
for uses other than wilderness. These acreages represent portions of the
Bluebell, Goshute Peak, South Pequop and Bad Lands Wilderness Study Areas

(WSAs) in Elko County, Nevada.

The four WSAs being studied are covered by the Wells Area Resource Management

Plan and are listed in Table 1-1" below.

TABLE 1-1

LIST OF WILDERNESS STUDY AREAS

WSA Name : Numhber I Acreage { County
Bluebell NV-010-027 55,665 _ Elko
Goshute Peak NV-010-033 69,770 Elko
South Pequop NV-010-035 41,090 Elgo
Bad Lands NV-010-184 9,426 Elko

ISSUES

s

The scoplng process for the Wells Wilderness EIS encompassed issues ldentified

by the BLM staff; by the public at public meetings

during the initial

issues/planning criteria phase (March and April, 1979); by contacts with state
and local governments and various user and interest groups (November, 1979);
by solicitation of comments through two Federal Register notices (May, 1980

and August, 1983); by comments received as a result the distribution of the
draft version of issues and planning criteria via the local newspaper, mailing
lists and newsletters (January, 1981); at workshops held in Reno, Elko and
Wells, Nevada (September, 1982); from written comments on the draft Wells
Resource Management Plan/EIS by the public and federal, state and local

agencies (May 20, 1983 to August 19, 1983); and at
and Wells, Nevada (June 1983). During the scoping
Fish and Wildlife Service was consulted concerning
wilderness designation on threatened or endangered
issues identified for analysis in this EIS follow.
WSAs unless specifically noted otherwise.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

Impacts on Recreational QOff—-Road Vehicle Use
Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources
Iupacts on Woodland Product Harvest

two public hearings in Reno
period the United States
the potential effects of
species. The environmental
The igsues apply to all



The following issues were identified in scoping but were not selected for
detailed analysis in the EIS: :

Impacts on Bighorn Sheep Reintroduction

Impacts on Bald Eagle Wintering Habitat

Impacts on Wildlife

Impacts on Visitor Safety

Economic Impact on Livestock Operations

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction
Impacts on Cultural Resources

Impacts on Military Overflights

Impacts on Domestic Sheep Grazing

Inpacts of Visitor Use on Bad Lands WSA

Impacts of Visitor Use on Bighorn Sheep

Impact on Diversity within the National Wildernmess Preservation System

The following is an issue that was frequently identified during scoping.
Since it is not an environmental issue, but is a program conceram, it was

dropped from further consideration in the EIS.

The WSAs being studied are not what Congress intended to be included in the
National Wilderness Preservation System

Alternatives and Conclusions

The alternatives assessed in this EIS include: (1) a Proposed Action for each
WSA, (2) an All Wilderness Alternative for each WSA; (3) a No Wilderness
Alternative for each WSA; and (4) a Partial Wildermess Alternative(s) for the
four WSAs,

BLUEBELL WSA (NV-010-027)

Proposed Action (Partial Wilderness Designatidn)

Under the Proposed Action, 41,324 acres of the Bluebell WSA would be
reconmended suitable for wilderness designation and 14,341 acres would be
recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

Conclusion.

On the 41,324 acres designated as wilderness, naturalness, solitude and
opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation would be maintained
except in the Erickson Canyon area. An open pit mine in the Erickson Canyvon
area would result in the loss of naturalness on 300 acres due to surface
disturbance associated with the mining operation. Sights and sounds from the
mining operation would result in the loss of solitude on 5,000 acres. 1In the
immediate areas of the closed ways, naturalness and solitude would be
enhanced. In the immediate vicinity of cherrystem roads and boundary roads
solitude would be locally impacted by vehicle travel.

On the 14,341 acres not designated as wilderness, naturalness would be lost om
22 acres due to 2 miles of mining exploration roads (3 acres) and 10 miles of
seismic lines (10 acres). Naturalness and opportunities for solitude would be
lost over a 2400 acre area due to harvesting of Christmas trees and firewood.
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Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 41,324 acres designated
wilderness and 310 visitor days would be forgone annually. The impacts of
shifting. this use to other public lands would be negligible. On the 14,341
acres not designated wilderness, recreational ORV use would continue,

Exploration for mineral resources would be precluded on the 41,324 acres
recommended for wilderness designation. This includes 30 miles of seismic
lines along the eastern border of the suitable area. An open pit precious-
metals mine would be developed in the suiltable area including 20 miles of new
roads, tailings, waste dumps, heap leach pads and the pit.

The 14,341 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation would
remaln open to all forms of mineral entry and leasing. Exploration for
preclous metals is expected to result in 2 miles of exploratory access roads
and 20 drill pads. Exploration for oil and gas is expected to occur along the
western portion resulting in 10 miles of seiswic lines.

Wilderness designation would preclude the harvest of woodland products in the
suitable area, reducing the resource area's total annual harvest of Christmas
trees by 13% (445 trees) and firewood by 5% (350 cords).

-

All Wilderness Alternative

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, all 55,665 acres of publiec land in the
Bluebell WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation.

Conclusions

Wilderness values of naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive
recreation would be retained within the Bluebell WSA, except in the Erickson
Canyon area and along the ilmmediate vicinity of cherrystem roads and boundary
roads, '

Recreational ORV use of 480 visitor days wouid be foregome annually. The
impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible.

0il and gas exuldr#tionvﬁctivities in the Bluebell WSA would be foregone.
Exploration for precious metals would be foregone. A precious metals open pit
mine would be developed in Erickson Canyon. :

The WSA would not be available for Christmas tree and firewood cutting. The
harvest of up to 600 Christmas trees and 475 cords of firewood per year cwould
be foregome, reducing the resource area's annual harvest of Christmas trees by
17% and firewood by 7%.

No Wilderness Alternative

Under the proposed action, the entire 55,665 acres of the Bluebell WSA would
be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

Conclusions
The Bluebell WSA's wilderness values of natufalhﬁés,ﬁand'thsténding
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would be

lost due to woodcutting, ORV use and winerals exploration and development.

1ii



There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

There would be no 1lmpact on mineral exploration and development in the
Bluebell WSA.

There would be no impact on woodland product harvest in the Blusbell WSA.

Alternative A (Partial Wilderness Designation)

Under this alternative Action, 25,830 acres of the Bluebell WSA would be
recommended suiltable for wilderness designation and 29,835 acres would be
recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

Conclusions

The 25,830 acres designated as wilderness would maintain long-term
naturalness, solitude and opportunities for primitive and unconfined
recreation. In the iwmediate areas of the closed ways, naturalness and
solitude would be enhanced. In the lmmediate vicinity of cherrystem roads and
boundary roads, solitude would be adversely impacted due to continue use of
motorized vehicles. Wilderness values that exlst Iin the Erickson Canyon area.
would be lost on 5000 acres due to the development of an open pit mine.

On the 29,835 acres managed for other than wilderness, naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would be
reduced because of continued recreational ORV use, wmineral exploration
activities, and harvest of woodland products.

Recreational ORV use would be elimirated on the 25,830 acres designated
wilderness and 120 visitor days would be forgone amnually. The lmpacts of
shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible. On the 29,835
acres not designated wilderness, recreational ORV use would continue to
increase but would not exceed 360 visitor days annually for the foreseeable
future.

In the 25,830 acres recommended suitable an open pit precious metals mine in
the Erickson -Canyon area would be developed including 20 miles of new roads,
tallings, waste dumps, heap leach pads and the pit.

The 29,835 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness' designation would
remain open to all forms of mineral entry and leasing. Exploration for
vrecious metals is expected to result in 2 miles of exploratory access roads
and 20 drill pads. Exploration for oil and gas is expected to result in 40
wlles of seismic lines along the western and eastern borders of the WSA.

Harvest of up to 275 Christmas trees and 220 cords of firewood would be
foregone in the suitable area, reducing the resource area's total annual
harvest for Christmas trees by 8% and for firewood by 3%.

Alternative B (Partial Wilderness Designation)

Under Alternafivé:n;148,308 acres of the 'Bluebell WSA would be recommended
suitable for wilderness designation and 7,357 acres would be recommended
nonsultable for wilderness designation.
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Conclusions

The majority of the 48,308 acres designated as wilderness would maintain
long~term naturalness, solitude and opportunities for primitive and unconfined
recreation. In the immediate areas of the closed ways, naturalness and
solitude would be enhanced. In the immediate vicinity of cherrystem roads and
boundary roads, continued motorized vehicle use would impact solitude. -
On the 7,357 acres managed for other than wildermess, naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would be
reduced because of continued recreational ORV use, mineral exploration
activities, and harvest of woodland products.

Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 48,308 acres designated
wildermess and 400 visitor days would be forgone annually. The impacts of
shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible.

Exploration for mineral resources would be precluded on the 48,308 acres
recommended for wilderness designation. This includes 40 miles of seismic
lines along the eastern and western borders of the suitable area. An open pit
precious metals mine would be developed in the Erickson Canyon area.

The 7,357 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation would
remain open to all forms of mineral entry and leasing. Exploration for

precious metals is expected to result in 2 miles of exploratory access roads
and 20 drill pads. Exploration for oil and gas is not expected to occcur in
this area. . .

Harvest of up to 520 Christmas trees and 415 cords of firewood would be
foregone in the suitable area, reducing the resource area's total annual
harvest of Christmas trees by 15% and firewood by 6%. Harvest in the
nonsultable area would not be impacted and is expected to reach 80 Christmas
trees and 60 cords of firewood annually.

GOSHUTE PEAK WSA (NV-010-033)

Proposed Action (Partial Wilderness Désignation)

Under the Proposed Action, 61,004 acres of the Goshute Peak WSA would be
recommended siiltable for wllderness designation and 8,766 acres would be
recommended nonsultable for wilderness designation.

Conclusions

On the 61,004 acres designated as wilderness naturalness, solitude and
opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation would be maintained. In
the immediate areas of the closed ways, naturalness and solitude would be
enhanced. In the immediate vicinity of cherrystem roads and boundary roads,
continued use of motorized vehicles would adversely impact solitude.

On the 8,766 acres managed for other than wilderness, naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would be
reduced because of continued recreational ORV use, mineral exploration
activities and harvest of woodland products.
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Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 61,004 acres designated
wilderness and 960 visitor days would be forgone amnually, The impacts of
shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible, On the 8,766
“acres not designated wilderness, recreational ORV use would continue to
increase but would not exceed 240 visitor days annually for the foreseeable
future.

Exploration for o0il and gas would be precluded on the 61,004 acres recommended
for wilderness designation. Three uiles of seismic lines along the
southeastern border of the suitable area would be precluded.

The 8,766 acres recommended as nonsultable for wilderness designation would
remain open to all forms of mineral entry and leasing. Exploration for
precious metals is expected to result in 12 miles of exploratory access roads
and 120 drill pads. Exploration for oil and gas is expected to result in
seven miles of seismic lines.

Wilderness designation would preclude the harvest of woodland products in the
suitable area, reducing the resource area's total annual harvest of Christmas
trees by 15% (520 trees) and firewood by 107 (670 cords).

All Wilderness Alternative

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, all 69,770 acres of public land in the -
Goshute Peak WSA would be recommended sultable for wilderness designation.

Conclusions

Wilderness values of naturalness and opportunitiles for solitude and primitive
recreation would be retained in the Goshute Peak WSA, except along cherrystem
roads and boundary roads wilderness values would be adversely Impdacted by
motorized access.

Recreational ORV use of 1200 visitor days would be foregone ammually. The
impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible.

There would be 1mpacts to mineral exploration activitieés in the: Goshute Peak
WSA. Exploration for preclous metals as well as oi1l- and gas w0u1d be foregone.
The WSA would not be available for Christmas tree ‘and firewood cutting The
harvest of up to 600 Christmas trees and 770 cords of firewood per year would
be foregone, reducing the resource area's total amnual harvest for Christmas
trees by 17% and firewood by 11%.

No Wilderness Alternative

Under the proposed action, the entire 69,770 acres of the Goshute Peak WSA
would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

Conclusions
The Goshute Peak WSA's wilderness values of naturalmess, and outstanding

opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would be
lost over the long-term due ‘to mineral exploration, woodcutting and ORV use,
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There would be no adverse.impact on récreational ORV use.

There would be no impact on exploration for mineral resources in the Goshute
Peak WSA.

There would be no ilmpact on woodland product harvest in the Goshute Peak WSA.

Alternative A (Partial Wilderness Designation)

Under this alternative, 45,618 acres of the Goshute Peak WSA would be
recommended suitable for wilderness designation and 24,152 acres would be
recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

Conclusions

On the 45,618 acres designated as wilderness long-term naturalness, solitude
and opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation would be

maintained. 1In the immediate areas of the closed ways, naturalness and
solitude would be enhanced. In the immediate vicinity of cherrystem roads and
boundary roads motorized vehicle use would impact solitude.

On the 24,152 acres managed for other than wilderness, naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would be
reduced because of continued recreational ORV use, mineral exploration
activities and harvest of woodland products.

Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 45,618 acres designated
wilderness and 530 visitor days would be forgone annually. The impacts of
shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible. On the 24,152
acres not designated wilderness, recreational ORV use would continue to
increase but would not exceed 670 visitor days annually for the foreseeable
future. ‘

There would be no impact to exploration and development of mineral resources.

Harvest of up to 535 Christmas trees and 670 cords of firewood would be
foregone in the suitable .area, reducing the resource area's total annual
harvest of Christmas tree by 15% and firewood by 10%. Harvest in the
nonsuitable area would not be lmpacted and is expected to reach 65 Christmas
trees and 100 cords of firewood annually.

Alternative B (Partial Wilderﬁess Designation)

Under Alternative B, 65,585 acres of the Goshute Peak WSA would be recommended
sultable for wilderness designation and 4,185 acres would be recommended
nonsultable for wilderness designation.

Conclusions

The 65,585 acres designated as wilderness would maintain long—term
naturalness, solitude and opportunities for primitive and unconfined
recreation. In the lmmediate areas of the closed ways, naturalness and
solitude would be enhanced. -Solitude along boundary and cherrystem roads
would be adversely impacted by continued motorized vehilcle use.
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On the 4,185 acres managed for other than wilderness, naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would be
lost because of continued recreational ORV use and mineral exploration
activities,

Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 65,585 acres designated
wilderness and 1060 visitor days would be forgone annually. The impacts of
shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible. On the 4,185
acres not designated wilderness, recreatiocnal ORV use would continue to
increase but would not exceed 140 visitor days annually for the foreseeable
future.

Exploration for oil and gas and preclous metals would be precluded on the
65,585 acres recommended for wilderness designation. This includes 7 wmiles of
gseismic lines and 10 miles of new roads along the southeastera border of the
suitable area.

The 4,185 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation would
remain open to all forms of mineral entry and leasing. Exploration for
precious metals is expected to result in 2 miles of exploratory access roads
and 20 drill pads, and exploration for oil and gas 1s expected to result in 3
miles of seismic lines in the southeastern portion of the WSA.

Woodland products available for harvest only occur in the suitable portion of
the WSA. Under this alternative all 600 Christmas trees and 770 cords of
firewood would be precluded from harvest, reducing the resource area's total
annual harvest of Christmas trees by 17% and firewood by 11%.

SOUTH PEQUOP WSA (NV-010-035)

Proposed Action (Partial ﬁilderness Pesignation)

Under the Proposed Actlon, 34,544 acres of the South Pequop WSA would be
recommended suitable for wilderness designation and 6,546 acres would be
recommended nonsulitable for wilderness designation. :

Conclusions

The 34,544 acres designated as wilderness would maintain long-term
naturalness, solitude and opportunities for primitive and unconfined
recreation. In the immediate areas of the closed ways, naturalness and
solitude would be enhanced. In the immediate vicinity of cherrystem roads and
. boundary roads, motorized use would adversely impact solitude.

On the 6,546 acres managed for other than wilderness, naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would be
reduced because of continued recreational ORV use and mineral exploration
activities.

" Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 34,544 acres designated
wilderness and 130 visitor days would be forgone annually. The impacts of
shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible. On the 6,546
acres not designated wilderness, recreational ORV use would continue to
increase but would not exceed 110 visitor days annually for the foreseeable
future.
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- Thete would be no impacts to exploratioh or development of mineral resources
in the suitable area.

The 6,546 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation would
remain open to all forms of mineral entry and leasing. Exploration for
precious metals 1s expected to result in 10 miles of exploratory access roads
and 20 drill pads. Exploration for oil and gas is not expected to occur.

Harvest of up to 400 Christmas trees and 385 cords of firewood would be
foregone in the suitable area, reducing the resource area's total annual
harvest of Christmas trees by 11% and firewood by 6%. In the nonsuitable area
there are no woodland products available for harvest.

All Wilderness Alternative

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, all 41,090 acres of public land in the
South Pequop WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation,

Conclusions

Naturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation would be maintalned in the South Pequop WSA, except along
cherrystem roads and boundary roads where uncontrolled motorized access would

adversely impact solitude. 1In.the immediate vicinity of closed ways solitude
" and naturalness would be enhanced.

Recreational ORV use of 240 visitor days would be foregone annually. The
impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible.

There wouid be impacts to exploration for preclous metals in the South Pequop
WSA. Exploration would be foregone, precluding 10 miles of new roads.

The WSA would not be available for Christmas tree and firewood cutting. The
harvest of up to 400 Christmas trees and 385 cords of firewood per year would
be foregone, reducing the resource area's total annual harvest of Christmas
trees by 11% and firewood by 6%.

No Wilderness Alternative

Under this alternative, the entire 41,090 acres of the South Pequop WSA would
be recommended nonsulitable for wilderness designation.

Conclusions

The South Pequop WSA's wilderness values of naturalness and outstanding
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would be
lost due to minerals exploration, ORV use and woodcutting.

There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

There would be no impact on mineral resources activities in the South Pequop
WSA.

There would be no impact on woodland product harvest in the South Pequop WSA.
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Alternative A (Partial Wilderness Designation)

Under this Alternative, 37,573 acres of the South Pequop WSA would be
recommended suitable for wilderness designation and 3,517 acres would be
recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

Conclusions

The 37,573 acres designated as wilderness would maintain long-term
naturalness, solitude and opportunities for primitive and unconfined
recreation. In the Immediate areas of the closed ways, naturalness and
solitude would be enhanced. In the immediate vicinity of cherrystem roads and
boundary roads motorized vehicle use would adversely impact solitude.

On the 3,517 acres managed for other than wildermess, naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would be
reduced because of continued recreational ORV use, and mineral exploration
activities. '

Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 37,573 acres designated
wilderness and 175 visitor days would be forgone annually. The impacts of
shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible. On the 3,517
acres not designated wilderness, recreational ORV use would continue to
increase but would not exceed 65 visitor days annually for the foreseeable
future.

Exploration for precious metals would be precluded on the 37,573 acres
recommended for wilderness designation. Two miles of roads and 4 drill pads
in northern portion of the suitable area would be precluded.

The 3,517 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation would
remain open to all forms of mineral entry and leasing. Exploration for
precious metals is expected to result in eight miles of exploratory access
roads and 16 drill pads. Exploration for oil and gas 1s not expected to occur.

Harvest of up to 400 Christmas trees and 385 cords of firewood would be
foregone in the sultable area, reducing the resource area's total annual
harvest of Christmas trees by 117 and firewcod by 6%. Harvest in the
nonsuitable area would not occur as there are no harvestable product 1in this
area.

BAD LANDS WSA (NV-010-184)

Proposed Action (Partial Wilderness Designation)

Under the Proposed Action, 8,415 acres of the Bad Lands WSA would be
recommended suitable for wilderness designation and 1,011 acres would be
recomnended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

Conclusions

The 8,415 acres designated as wilderness would maintain long-term naturalness,
solitude and opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation. .In the
immediate areas of the closed ways, naturalness and solitude would be enhanced.
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On the 1,011 acres managed for other than wilderness, naturalness and _
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would be
reduced because of continued recreational ORV use.

Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 8,415 acres designated
wilderness and 100 visitor days would be forgone annually. The Impacts of
shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible. On the 1,011
acres not designated wilderness, recreational QRV use would continue to
increase but would not exceed 50 visitor days annually for the foreseeable
future.

There would be no impacts to mineral activities as none are projected to occur.

All Wilderness Alternative

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, all 9,424 acres of public land in the
Bad Lands WSA would be recommended suitable for wlilderness designation.

Conclusions

Wilderness values would be retained on all 9,424 acres of the Bad Lands WSA,
except along boundary roads where uncontrolled motorized access would
adversely impact solitude. In the immediate vicinity of closed ways

naturalness and solitude would be enhanced.

Recreational ORV use of 50 visitor days would be foregonme annually. The
impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be negligible.

There would be no ilmpacts to mineral activities in the Bad Lands WSA.

No Wilderness Alternative

Under the proposed action, the entire 9,424 acres of the Bad Lands WSA would
be recommended nonsultable for wilderness designation.

Conclusions

The Bad Lands WSA's wilderness values of naturalness, and outstanding
opportunities for solitude would be reduced on the long-term.

There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.

There would be no iwmpact on mineral resources actlvities in the Bad Lands WSA.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION AND PLANNING PROCESS

PURPOSE AND NEED

The purpose of the Proposed Action is to manage and preserve the wildernmess
characteristics on 145,287 BIM acres and continue to manage 30,664 BIM acres
for uses other than wilderness. These acreages represent portions of the
Bluebell, Goshute Peak, South Pequop and Bad Lands Wilderness Study Areas
(WSAs) in Elko County, Nevada. :

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA) directs the Burean
of Land Management (BLM) to manage the public lands and their resources under
the principles of multiple use and sustained yield. Section 603 of FLPMA
requires a wilderness review of BLM roadless areas of 5,000 or more acres and
roadless islands. The BLM inventory process identified WSAs which have the
mandatory wilderness characteristics of size, naturalness, and opportunities
for solitude and/or primitive recreation. Suitable or nonsuitable wilderness
recomnendations for each WSA will be presented to the President by the
Secretary of the Interior. The President will then make recommendations to
the Congress. Areas can be designated wilderness only by an act of Congress.
If designated as wilderness, an area would be managed in accordance with the
Wilderness Act of 1964 and the Bureau's Wilderness Management Policy dated
September, 1981.

The four WSAs being studied are covered by the Wells Area Resource Management
Plan and are listed in Table 1-1 below.

TABLE 1-1

LIST OF WILDERNESS STUDY AREAS

WSA Name I Number I Acreage ] County
Bluebell NV-010-027 55,665 Elko
Goshute Peak NV-010-033 69,770 Elko
South Pequop NV-010-035 41,090 Elko
Bad Lands NV-010-184 9,426 Eiko



LOCATION

The WSAs are located in northeastern Nevada in the BLM's Wells Resource Area
of the Elko District. Map 1-1 shows the relative location of the Wells
Resource Area within the State of Nevada. Map 1-2 displays the location of
the four WSAs within the resource area.

WILDERNESS REVIEW

Inventory

The inventory phase identified areas with wilderness characteristics, as
defined in the Wilderness Act of 1964, and identified them for designation as
WSAs. Guildelines for conducting the inventory phase were set forth primarily
in the BIM's "Wilderness Inventory Handbook" of 1978.

Areas under comslderation as wilderness are evaluated for the features
described below:

Wilderness Values

The following key factors are considered when roadless areas with wilderness
characteristics are identified:

Size: The area must have at least 5,000 contiguous roadless acres of
public land.

Naturalness: Human imprints must be substantially unnoticeable.
Qutstanding opportunities: The area must offer elther an outstanding
opportunity for solitude or an outstanding opportunity for primitive and

unconfined recreation.

During wilderness inventory, the BLM also consliders the extent to which each
of the following wlilderness values 1s present:

Speclal Features: Ecological, geological or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic or historic value.

Multiple Resource Benefits: The benefits to other multiple resource
values and uses that only wilderness designation could ensure.

Diversity in the National Wilderness Preservation System (NWPS)
Also to be considered are the following elements of diversity in the NWPS:
Ecosystem and Landforms: Whether matural systems and featuree, asg

represented by ecosystems and landforms, are represented elsewhere in the
region or in the NWPS
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Nearness to Population Centers: The opportunities for solitude or
primitive recreation within a day's drive of major population centers.

Geographic Distribution: A balance of geographic distribution of
wilderness areas——how many designated wilderness areas are in the same

geographic area?

Manageability

In evaluating a WSA, the BLM also must consider whether the area 1s capable of
being effectively managed to preserve Its wilderness character over the
long—-term.

Study

During the study phase, the BLM determines through careful analysis which
study areas will be recommended as sultable for wilderness designation and
which will not. Recommendations for the four areas being studied for
wilderness are being made through the BLM's multiple use resource planning
process. The BLM's planning regulations and its final wilderness study policy
guided the study process.

Reporting

The reporting phase begins after completion of the draft resource management
plan/environmental impact statement (RMP/EIS), when a wilderness study report
(WSR) and a preliminary final wilderness EIS are prepared to address the
results of the study and make the preliminary recommendations as to
designation or nondesignation of each WSA.

All recommendations of WSAs as suitable or nonsultable for designation as
wilderness will be reported through the Director of the BLM to the Secretary
of the Interior, and through the Secretary of the Interior to the President,
who will make his recommendation to Congress. Only Congress can designate an
area as wilderness.

INTERIM MANAGEMENT

Until Congress acts, the BLM's Interim Management Policy and Guidelines for
Lands Under Wilderness Review (1979; rev. 1983) serves as the principal
document for managing the four WSAs In the Wells Resource Area. The goal of
the interim management policy 1s to ensure that the wilderness qualities
inherent to each WSA are unchanged at the time that Congress makes the final
decisions.

SCOPING i
The scoping process for the Wells Wilderness EIS encompassed issues identified
by the BLM staff; by the public at public meetings during the initial
issues/planning criteria phase (March and April, 1979); by contacts with state
and local governments and various user and interest groups (November, 1979);.



specific impacts on populatlons or the habltat of any specific species
were identified by public input to the scoping process. Also, based on
the projections of development in the four WSAs, little or no change in
wildlife populations or habitat is anticipated with wilderness
designation or nondesignation.

Impact on Visitor Safety. Concern was stated by some, that wilderness
designation would encourage recreationists to use areas they otherwise
wouldn't use because the areas are labeled wilderness. This would result
in inexperienced recreationists being exposed to hazards they are not
experienced in handling. This issue was not analyzed because hazards
assoclated with recreation use on the WSAs would not be affected by
wilderness designation. The hazards would be the same regardless of the
area's status.

Economic Impact on Livestock Operatlons. Concerns were raised that
livestock operators could be required to modify thelr operations within
designated wilderness areas in a manner that would have significant
adverse economic impacts on their business. This issue was considered
but dropped from detailed analysis because the BLM's Wilderness
Management Policy provides for the continued use of wilderness areas for
livestock operations at historic levels.

Although the management practices of livestock operators in the four WSAs
would be more regulated, livestock grazing operations would continue as
they did prior to wilderness designation subject to reasonable controls.

Impacts on Grazing Facility Maintenance and Construction. Maintenance of
existing rangeland improvements would continue to be allowed in
wilderness areas, subject to reasonable controls over the techniques of
maintenance. The impacts resulting from wilderness designation would be
minor economic impacts rather than environmental impacts, and this issue
was dropped from further consideration. 1In addition, no new rangeland
improvements are planned or projected for construction.

Impact on Cultural Resources. WNo cultural sites that would be eligible
for nomination for listing on the National Register of Historic Places
are kpnown to exist within any of the WSAs. Since highly significant
cultural sites are not known to exist within the WSAs, the issue of
impact to cultural resources was dropped from further amnalysis.

Impacts on Military Overflights. During EIS development, the U.S. Air
Force raised concerns pertalning to the effect wilderness designation
would have on low-level military overflights. The Wilderness Management
Policy states "Where low (mllitary) overflight is a problem, or eiﬁzgied
to become a problem; wllderness management plans will provide for liaison
with proper military authorities, the Federal Aviation Administration,
and contact with pilots in the general area In an effort to reduce low
flight."; therefore, this issue was not amalyzed in the EIS.
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The following is an issue that was frequently identified during scoping.
Since it is not an environmental issue, but i1s a program concern, it was
dropped from further consideration in the EIS.

The WSAs being studied are not what Congress intended to be included in
the National Wilderness Preservation System. Some or all of the areas
being studied for wilderness designation may not be the kind of area
Congress 1lntended to have considered for wilderness. This issue was
dropped since it was determined in the inventory stage of the BLM's
wilderness review process that all the WSAs being studied meet the
ninimum standards for wilderness ldentified by the Congress in the
Wilderness Act of 1964 and FLPMA of 1976,

THE PLANNING PROCESS, SELECTICN OF THE PROPOSED ACTION,
AND DEVELOPMENT OF ALTERNATIVES

The Planning Process and Selection of the Proposed Action

Development of the Proposed Action is guided by requirements of the Bureau's
Planning Regulations, 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), part 1600. The
BLM's Wilderness Study Policy (published February 3, 1982, in the Federal
Register) supplements the planning regulations by providing the specific
factors to be considered in developing sultability recommendations during the
planning sequence.

The Proposed Action recommends as sultable for wildermess designation those
WSAs, or portions of WSAs, with high qu@lity wilderness values. In addition,
the Proposed Action would limit conflicts between the wilderness resource and
livestock use, recreational ORV use, and development of known gold, silver, or
other precious metal mineral resources. Under the Proposed Action, 159,881
acres would be recommended sultable for wilderness designation in four WSAs.
See Table 1-2 for a breakdown of suitable and nonsuitable acreage of the
Proposed Action for each WSA.

Alternatives to the Proposed Action Selected for Analysis

The BLM Wilderness Study Policy calls for the formulation and evaluatiomn of

alternatives ranging from all wilderness to no wilderness. The alternatives
analyzed in this EIS iumclude: (1) a No Wilde;ness Alternative for each WSA;
(2) an All Wilderness Alternative for éach WBA and; (3) a Partial Wilderness
Alternative(s) for all four WSAs. See Table 1-<2 for a breakdown, by WSA, of
the alternatives and respective suitable and nénsuitable acreages.

In this document, the No Action Alterndtive, as required by the National
Environmental Protection Act, and the No Wildarness Alternative are
equivalent. Both advocate continuation of management as outlined in the
existing RMP and recommend the WSAs as nohsuitable for wilderness.

The All Wilderness Alternative represents the maximum possible acreage that
could be recommended as sultable for wllderness designation.



Table 1-2

ALTERNATIVES BY WSA

Final EIS Suitable
WSA/ALTERNATIVE Alternative Names Acres Acres
BLUEBELL
Proposed Action (Partilal) : 41,324 ‘14,341
All Wilderness Resource Protection 55,665 0
No Wilderness No Action ‘ 0 . 55,665
Alternative A (Partial) Resource Production 25,830 29,834
Alternative B (Partial) Preferred/Midrange 48,308 7,357
GOSHUTE PEAK
Proposed Action (Partial) B 61,004 8,766
All Wilderness Resource Protection 69,770 0
No Wilderness No Actiom 0 69,770
Alternative A (Partilal) Resource Production 45,618 24,152
- Alternative B (Partial) Preferred/Midrange 65,585 4,185
SOUTH PEQUOP
Proposed Action (Partial) : 34,544 6,546
All Wilderness Resource Protection 41,090 ¢
No Wilderness Regsource Production/ 0 41,090 |
. No Action ‘
Alternative A Preferred/Midrange 37,573 3,517
BAD LANDS
Proposed Action (Partial) Preferred/Midrange 8,415 1,011
All Wilderness Resource Protection 9,426 0
No Wilderness Resource Production/ 0 9,426

Draft RMP/EIS

No Action

11
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Mineral Resources Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, the 41,324 acres of the Bluebell WSA
recommended sultable would be withdrawn from all forms of appropriation under
the mining and mineral leasing laws. Valldity examinatlions would be conducted
on any mining claims that exist at the time of designation and upon which have
plans of operation have been filed.

Under this alternative, an open pit precious metals mine iIs expected to occur
in the Erickson Canyon area resulting in 300 acres of surface disturbance.
Activities assoclated with the mine include 4 miles of new road construction,
tailings, waste dumps, heap leach pads and the pit.

Exploration for o0il and gas would be precluded including 30 miles of seilsmic
lines.

No exploration or development is anticipated in the area identified as good
potential for phosphates. Although the deposits are high grade, they are
discontinuous and thinly bedded wmaking.development uneconomical.

In the 14,341 acre parcel recommended nonsuitable it is anticipated-
exploration for precious metals will occur in the southwestern and
northeastern portions, resulting in 2 miles of new roads and 20 drill pads
disturbing approximately 4 acres. Development is not expected. 0il1 and gas

“e¥xploratiom itz anticipated to occur along the western portion of the

nonsuitable area resulting in 10 miles of selsmic lines.

It is not anticipated that the high gréde-limestone will be developed.
Sufficlent quantities of limestone are available outside the WSAland closer to
the.rail lines.

Woodland Product Harvest

The Bluebell WSA contalns approximately 600 Christmas trees and 475 cords of
firewood that could be harvested annually and still maintain the resource.
Demand for these products is -expected to exceed the annual sustained yield in
the foreseeable future.

Under the Propogsed Actiom, 41,324 acres of the WSA would not be available for
harvesting woodland products, precluding the harvest of 445 Christmas trees
and 350 cords of firewood annually. - :

The 14,341 acre parcel recommended nonsuitable wnuld-be open to harvesting
woodland products and would provide am annual supply of 155 Christmas trees
and 125 cords of firewood.

All Wilderness

The entire Bluebell WSA, 55,665 acrea, would be recommended as. suitable for .
wilderness designation. . ~
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No Wilderness

The entire Bluebell WSA, 55,665 acres, would be recommended as nonsuitable for
wilderness designation.

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Bluebell WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock grazing.
Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained at the existing
level of 4,340 animal unit months (AUMs) for cattle and sheep for the
forseeable future. Ten small earthern reservoirs would continue to be .
maintained. No additional projects are planned in the WSA,

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The entire WSA, including 20 miles of vehicle ways, 8 miles of cherrystem
roads and 6 miles of new roads: associated with mining, would be open to
recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use is projected to reach 480 visitor - =~
days annually. - -

Other Recreation

Other recreational activities, including hiking, backpacking, hunting, .
horseback riding, camping, wildlife observation, sightseeing/photography, rock
climbing, and fossil collecting would continue to be available. Recreational
use for all activities is expected to increase to 600 visitor days annually
for the forseeable future.

Mineral Resources Actions

The entire Bluebell WSA would be open to all forms of appropriation under the-
mining and mineral leasing laws. Validity examinations would: not be conducted.

Exploration for precious metals 1s expected to occur in the southwest and
northeast portions of the WSA resulting in 2 miles of new roads and 20 drill:
pads. No development is anticipated.. A precious metals open pit mine is
anticipated in the Erickson Canyon area, with an estimated 300 acres of’
surface disturbance taking place., Development would include 4 miles of roads,
tallings, waste dumps and leach pads.

011 and gas exploration,is expected to occur on the western and eastern:
borders of the WSA, resulting in 40 miles of seismic lines, Development is
not expected. '

It is not anticipated that the high grade limestone will be developed. e
Sufficient quantities of limestone are avallable outside the WSA and closer to .
the rail lines. : ) .

No exploration or development is anticipated In the area identified as good

potential for phosphates. Although the deposits are high: grade, they are:: . <
discontinuous and thinly bedded making development uneconomlcal SR

15



Under this alternative, an open pit preclous metals mine is anticipated to
occur in the Erickson Canyon area, resulting in a surface disturbance of 300
acres. '

In the 29,835 acre parcel recommended nonsuitable it is anticipated
exploration for precious metals iIn the southwest and northeast portions of the
WSA will result in 2 miles of new roads and 20 drill pads disturbing
approximately 4 acres. Development is not expected.

011 and gas exploration is expected to occur on the western and eastern
borders of the WSA, resulting in 40 miles of seismic lines. Development is
not expected.

It is not anticipated that the high grade limestone will be developed in any
portion of the WSA, Sufficient quantities of limestone are availlable outside
the WSA and closer to the rail lines,

No exploration or development is anticipated in the area identified as good
potential for phosphates. Although the deposits are high grade, they are
discontinuous and thinly bedded making development uneconomical.

Woodland Product Harvest

The Bluebell WSA contains approximately 600 Christmas trees and 475 cords of
firewood that could be harvested annually and still maintain the resource.
Demand for these products is expected to exceed the annual sustained yield in
the foreseeable future,

Under this alternative 25,830 acres of the WSA would not be available for
harvesting woodland products, precluding the harvest of 275 Christmas trees
and 220 cords of firewood annually.

The 29,835 acre parcel recommended nonsuitable would be open to harvesting
woodland products and would provide an annual supply of 325 Christmas trees
and 255 cords of firewood.

Alternative B (Partial Wilderness)

A portion of the Bluebell WSA, 48,308 acres, would be recommended as suitable
for wilderness designation. The remaining 7,357 acres would be recommended as
nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Bluebell WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock grazing.
Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained at the existing
level of 4,340 animal unit months (AUMs) for cattle and sheep for the
forseeable future. Seven small earthern reservolrs would be maintained in the
portion recommended suitable for wilderness designation. No additional
projects are planned in the WSA.
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Woodland Product Harvest

The Bluebell WSA contains approximately 600 Christmas trees and 475 cords of
firewood that could be harvested annually and still maintain the resource.
Demand for these products is expected to exceed the annual sustained yield in
the foreseeable future. '

Under the Alternative B, 48,308 acres of the WSA would not be available for
harvesting woodland products, precluding the harvest of 520 Christmas trees
and 415 cords of firewood annually.

The 7,357 acre parcel recommended nonsuitable would be open to harvesting
woodland products and would provide an annual supply of 80 Christwas trees and
60 cords of firewood.

Summary of Impacts

Table 2-1 summarizes the impacts of the Alternatives for the Bluebell WSA.
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TABLE 2-1 {Cont.)

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
BLUEBELL WSA

| Proposed Action

| A1l Wilderness

| No Wilderness

| Alternative A

1 Alternative B

Recreational

Recreational ORV use
would be eliminated on
the 41,324 acres de-

signated wilderness and

310 visitor days would
be foregonez annually,
The fmpacts of shifting
this use to other
public lands would be
negligible. 0On the
14,341 acres not de-
signated wilderness,
recreational ORY use
would continue,

Exploration for min-
eral resources would
be precluded on the
41,324 acres recom-
mended for wilder~
ness designation.
This includes 30
mles of seismic
lines along the'
eastern border of
the suitable area.
An open. pit pretious
metals mine would be
developed in the
suitable area in-
cluding 20 miles of
new roads, tailing,
waste dumps, heap
leach pads and the
pit.

Recreational ORV use
of 480 visitor days
would be forgone
annually.
of shifting this use
to other public lands
would be negiigible,

Qi1 and gas explora-
tion activities in
the Bluebell WSA
would be foregone,
Exploration for pre-
cious metals would
be foregone. A pre-
cious metals open pit
mineé would be devel-
oped in Erickson
Canyon.

The impacts

There would be no
impact on recrea-
tional ORY use.

There would be no
impact on mineral
exploration and

Recreational OR¥ use
would be eliminated

on the 25,830 acres
designated wilderness
and 120 visitor days
would be foregone
annually. The {mpacts
of shifting this use
to other public lands
would be negligibie.
On the 29,835 acres
not designated wild-
erness, re¢reational
ORY use would con-
tinue to increase but
not exceed 360 visitor
days annually for the
foreseeable future,

In the 25,830 acres
recommended suitable
an open pit precious

development in the metals mine in the

Bluebell WSA.
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Erickson Canyon area
would be developed
including 20 miles of
new roads, tailings,
waste dumps, heap
leach pads & the pit.
The 29,835 acres re~
commended as nonsuit-
able for wilderness
designation would re-
main open to all forms
of mineral entry and
leasing, Exploration
for precious metals is
expected to resylt in
2 miles of exploratory
access roads and 20
drill pads. Explora-
tion for oil and gas
is expected to result
in 40 miles of seismic
lines along the
western and pastern
borders of the WSA.

Recreational ORV

use would be elimin-
ated on the 48,308
acres designated
wilderness and 400
visitor days would

be foregone annually.
The impacts of shift-
ing this use to other
public tands would

be negligible,

Exploration for min-
eral resources would
be precluded on the
48,308 acres recom-
mended for wilderness
designation, This
includes 40 miles of
seismic lines along
the eastern and west-
ern borders of the
suitable area, An
open pit precious
metals mine would be
developed in the
Erickson Canyon area.
The 7,357 acres re-
commended as nonsuit-
able for wilderness
designation would re-
main open to all forms
of mineral entry and
leasing. Exploration
for prectous metals is
expected to result in
2 miles of exploratory
access roads and 20
drill pads. Explora-
tion for ofil and gas
is not expected to
occur in this area. i



GOSHUTE PEAK WSA (NV-010-033)

Proposed Action (Partial Wildermess)

A portion of the Goshute Peak WSA, 61,004 acres, would be recommended as
suitable for wilderness designation. The remaining 8,766 acres would be
recommended as nonsultable for wilderness designation.

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Goshute Peak WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock
grazing. Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained at the
existing level of 5,593 animal unit months (AUMs) for cattle and sheep for the
forseeable future. One mile of fence, one developed spring and a corral would
continue to be maintained in the portion recommended sultable for wilderness
designation. Motorized access to maintain these projects would be

controlled. WNo additional projects are planned in the WSA.

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The 61,004 acre parcel recommended as suitable for wilderness designation,
including 21 miles of vehicle ways, would be closed to recreational ORV ise.

A one—mile cherrystem road would remain open for motorized access. This would
eliminate approximately 960 visitor days of ORV use that is projected to occur
annually in the area.

The 8,766 acre parcel recommended nonsuitable would remain open to
recreational ORV use including 6 miles of ways. Projections 1ndicate that
recreational ORV use in this area would increase to 240 visitor days annually
for the forseeable future.

Other Recreation

The 61,004 acre parcel recommended as suitable for wilderness designation
would be managed for non-motorized recreation activities. These include
hiking, backpacking, hunting, horseback riding, camping, wildlife obgervation,
sightseeing/photogranhy, rock climbing, and fossil collecting. Recreational
use for these activities 1s expected to increase to 3,000 visitor days
annually for the forseeable future.

Mineral Resources Actions

Subject to wvalld existing rights, the 61,004 acres of the Goshute Peak WSA
recommended suitable would be withdrawn from all forms of appropriation under
the mining and mineral leasing laws. Validity examinatiouns would be conducted
on any mining claims that exist at the time of designation and upon which have
plans of operation have been filed.

Under this alternative, no exploration or development of precious metals is
expected to occur in the suitable portion of the WSA due to the low potential
for occurrance,

011 and gas exploration would be foregone including 10 miles of seismic lines.
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Mineral Resources Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, the entire Goshute Peak WSA recommended
suitable would be withdrawn from all forms of appropriation under the mining
and mineral leasing laws. Validity examinations would be conducted on any
mining claims that exist at the time of designation and upon which plans of
operation have been filed.

Under this alternative, no exploration or development of any mineral resource
is expected to occur in the WSA. Twelve miles of exploration roads for
precious metals and 10 miles of seismic lines would be foregone.

It is not anticipated that the high grade limestone will be developed.
Sufficient quantities of limestone are available outside the WSA and closer to
the rail lines,

Woodland Product Harvest

The Goshute Peak WSA contains approximately 600 Christmas trees and 770 cords
of firewood that could be harvested annually and still maintain the resource,
Demand for these products is expected to exceed the annual sustained yield in
the foreseeable future,

Under this alternative, the entire WSA would not be available for harvesting
woodland products, precluding the harvest of 600 Christmas trees and 770 cords
of firewood annually.

No Wilderness

The entire Goshute Peak WSA, 69,770 acres, would be recommended as nonsuitable
for wilderness designation.

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Goshute Peak WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock
grazing. Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained at the
existing level of 5,593 animal unit months (AUMs) for cattle and sheep for the
forseeable future., Maintenance of projects by motorized access will continue
as in the past. No additional projects are planned in the WSA,

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The entire WSA, including 27 miles of vehicle ways, a one mile cherrystem road
and 12 miles of new roads associated with mining exploration would be open to
recreational ORV use,

Other Recreation

The entire WSA would be available for non—-motorized recreation activities.
These 1include hiking, backpacklng, hunting, horseback riding, camping,
wildlife observation, sightseeing/photography, rock climbing, and fossil
collecting, Recreational use for all activities 1s expected to Iincrease to
1,500 visitor days annually for the forseeable future.
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hiking, backpacking, hunting, horseback riding, cawmping, wildlife observation,
sightseeing/photography, rock climbing, and fossil collecting. Recreational
use for these activities is expected to increase to 2,400 visitor days
annually for the forseeable future.-

Mineral Resources Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, the 24,152 acres of the Goshute Peak WSA
recommended sultable would be withdrawn from all forums of appropriation under
the mining and mineral leasing laws. Validity examinations would be conducted
on any mining claims that exist at the time of designation and upon which
plans of opéeration have been flled. '

Under this alternative, no exploration or development of any mineral resource
is expected to occur In the suitable portion of the WSA.

In the 24,152 acre parcel recommended nonsuitable it is anticipated
exploration for precious metals will result in 12 miles of new roads and 20

.drill pads disturbing approximately 20 acres. Development 1s not expected.

Exploration for oil and gas 1is expected to resnlt"in 10 miles of seismic lines.

It is not anticipated that the high grade limestone will be developed.
Sufficient quantities of limestone are available outside the WSA and closer to
the rail lines.

Woodland Product Harvest

The Goshute Peak WSA contalns approximately 600 Christmas trees and 770 cords
of firewood that could be harvested annually and still wmaintain the resource.
Demand for these products is expected to exceed the annual sustained yield in
the foreseeable future. \

Under Alternative A, 45,618 acres of the WSA would not be available for
harvesting woodland products, precluding the harvest of 535 Christmas trees
and 670 cords of firewood annually.r

The 24,152 acre parcel recommended‘nonsnitable;ﬁould'be open to harvesting
woodland products and would provide an annual supply of 65 Christmas trees and
100 cords of firewood.

Alternative B (Partial Wilderness)

A portion of the Goshute Peak WSA, 635, 585 acres, would be recommended as
suitable for wilderness designation. The remaining 4,185 acres would be
recommended -as nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

Livestock Grazing and Range'Managementhctions

The entire Goshute Peak WSA would continue to be ‘allotted for livestock
grazing. Projectlions indicate that 1ivestock use would be maintained at the
existing level of 5,593 animal unit months (AUMs) for cattle and sheep for the
forseeable future. A one-mile fence, one developed spring and a corral would
be maintained with controls on motorized access in the portion recommended
suitable for wildernass designation. No additional projeets are planned in
the WSA. ,
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TABLE 2-2

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
GOSHUTE PEAK WSA

Issue

l

Proposed Action

| All Milderness

| No Wilderness

]

Alternative A

Alternative B

Impact on
Wilderness
Values

Impact on
Recreational
ORY Use

On the 61,004 acres
designated as wild-
erness naturalness,
solitude and opportu-
nities for primitive
and unconfined recrea-
tion would be maintain-
ed, In the immediate
areas of the closed
ways, naturalness and
solitude would be
enhanced, In the
immediate vicinity of
cherrystem roads and
boundary roads, con-
tinued use of motorized
vehicles would adverse-
ly impact solitude.

On the 8,766 -acres
managed for other than
wilderness, natural-
ness and opportunities
for solitude and pri-
mitive and unconfined
recreation would be
reduced because of
continued recreational
ORY use, mineral ex-
ploration activities
and harvest of woodland
products.

Recreational ORY use
would be eliminated on
the 61,004 acres de-
signated wilderness and
960 visitor days would
be foregone annually.
The impacts of shifting
this use to other
public lands would be
negligiblé. On the
8,766 acres not de-
signated wilderness,
recreational ORY use
would continue to in-
crease but would not
exceed 240 visitor days
annually for the

foreseeable future,

Wilderness values of
naturalness and oppor-
tunities for solitude
and primitive recrea-
tion would be retain-
ed in the Goshute Peak
WSA, except along
cherrystem roads and
boundary roads wild-

erness values would be

adversely impacted by
motorized access,

Recreational ORV use
of 1200 visitor days
would be forgone
annually.
of shifting this use
to other public lands
would be negligible,

The Goshute Peak
HSA's wilderness
values of natural-
ness, and out-
standing opportu-
nities for soli-
tude and primitive
and unconfined re-
creation would be
lost over the
long-term due te
mineral explora-
tion, woodcutting
and ORV use.

There would be no
adverse {mpact on

© recreational ORY
The 1mpacts

Use.
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On the 45,618 acres
designated as wilder-
ness long-term natur-
alness, solitude and
opportunities for pri-
mitive and unconfined
recreation would be
maintained. In the
immediate areas of the
closed ways, natural-
ness and solitude
would be enhanced, 1In
the immediate vicinity
of cherrystem roads
and boundary roads
motorized vehicle use
would impact solitude,
On the 24,152 acres
managed for other than
wilderness, natural-
ness and opportunities
for solitude and pri-
mitive and unconfined
recreation would be
reduced because of
continued recreational
ORY use, mineral ex-
ploration activities
and harvest of wood-
land products,

Recreational ORY use
would be eliminated

on the 45,618 acres
designated wilderness
and 530 visitor days
would be foregone
annually. Impacts of
shifting this use to
other pubiic lands
would be negligible.
On the 24,152 acres
not designated wild-
erness, recreational
ORY use would continue
to increase but would
not exceed €70 visitor
days annually for the
foreseeable future.

The 55,585 acres de-
signated as wilderness
would maintain long-
term naturalness,
solitude and oppor-
tunities for primitive
and unconfined recrea-
tion. 1In the immedi-
ate areas of the
closed ways, natural-
ness and solitude
would be enhanced.
Sol{tude along bound-
ary and cherrystem
roads would be
adversely impacted by
continued motorized
vehicle use,

On the 4,185 acres
managed for other than
wilderness, natural-
ness and opportunities
for solitude and pri-
mitive and unconfined
recreation would be
lost because of con-
tinued recreational
ORY use and mineral
exploration
activities,

Recreational ORV use
would be eliminated
on the 65,585 acres
designated wilder-
ness and 1060 visi-
tor days would be
foregone annually.
The 1{mpacts of shift-
ing this use to other
public lands would be
rnegligible. On the
4,185 acres not de-
signated wilderness,
recreational ORY use
would continue to in-
crease but would not
exceed 140 visitor
days annually for the
foreseeable future,



TABLE 2-2

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
GOSHUTE PEAK WSA

Issue

Proposed Action

| A1l Milderness

" | Mo Milderness

| Alternative A

i

Alternative B

Impact on
Devel opment
of Mineral
Resources

Impact on
Woodland
Product
Harvest

Exploration for oil

‘and gas would be

precluded on the
61,004 acres re-
commended for wild-
erness designation.
Three miles of
selsmic lines along

‘the southeastern

border of the suit-
able area would be
precluded.

The 8,766 acres re-
commended as non~

“suitable for wiltder-

ness designation
would remain open
to ail forms of
mineral entry and
Yeasing. Explora-
tion for precious
metals 1s expected
to result in 12
miles of explora-
tory access roads
and 120 drill pads.
Exploration for oil
and gas 1s expected
to result in seven
miles of seismic
lines,

Wilderness designa-
tien would preciude
the harvest of wood-
land products in the
suitable area, re-
ducing the resource
area's total annual
harvest of Christmas
treas by 15% (520
trees) and firewood
by 10% {670 cords}.

There would be im-
pacts to mineral ex-
ploration activities
in the Goshute Peak
WSA. Exploration
for precious metals
as well as oil and
gas would be

~ foregone.

The WSA would not be
available for Christ-
mas tree and firewood
cutting, The harvest
of up to 600 Christ-
mas trees and 770
cords of firewood

per year would be
foregone, reducing
the resource area's
total annual harvest
for Christmas trees
by 17% and firewood
by 11%.

There would be no There would be no
impact on explora- impact to exploration
tion for mineral and development of
resources in the mineral resources.
Goshute Peak WSA.

There would be no Harvest of up to 535
impact on woodland Christmas trees and

product harvest in 670 cords of firewood .

the Goshute Peak
the WSA.

woulid be foregone in
suftable area, reduc-
ing the resource
area's total annual

. harvest of Christmas .

tree by 15% and fire-
wood by 10%. Harvest
in the nonsuitable
area would not he
jmpacted and is ex-
pected to reach 65
Christmas trees and

" 100 cords of Firewood
annuaily.
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~and leasing.

Exploration for oil
and gas and precious
metals would be
preciuded on the
65,585 acres recom-
mended for wilderness
designation. This
includes 7 miles of
sefsmic 1ines and 10
miles of new roads

- altong the southeastern

border of the suitable
area,

The 4,185 acres recom-
mended as nonsuitable
for wilderness de-
signation would

remain open to.all
forms of mineral entry
Ex-
ploration for precious
metals i5 expected to
result in 2 miles of
exploratory access
roads and 20 drill
pads, and exploration
for oil and gas is
expected to result in
3 miles of seismic
1ines in the south-
eastern portion of

the HSA,

Hoodland products
avaflable for harvest
occur in the .suitable
portion of the WSA.
Under this alterna-
tive all 600 Christ-
mas trees and 770
cords. of firewood
vwould be precluded
from harvest,reducing
the resource area's
tota) annual harvest
of Christmas trees by
17% and firewocod by
1z, '



SOUTH PEQUOP WSA (NV-010-035)

Proposed Action (Partial Wilderness)

A portion of the South Pequop WSA, 34,544 acres, would be recommended as
sultable for wilderness designation. The remaining 6,546 acres would be
recommended as nonsuitable for wildermess designation.

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions
The entire South Pequop WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock ..

grazing. Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained at the
existing level of 4,501 animal unit wmonths (AUMs) for cattle and sheep for the

forseeable future. One well would be maintained in the portion recommended

suitable for wilderness designation. WNo additiomal vrojects are planned in
the WSA,

‘Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The 34,544 acre parcel recommended as suitable for wilderness designation,
including 11 miles of wvehicle ways, would be closed to recreational ORV use.
This would eliminate approximately 130 visitor days of ORV use that is
projected to occur annually in the area. Approximately 9 miles of cherrystem
roads would remain open.

* The 6,546 acre parcel recommended nonsuitable would remaln open to _
‘recreational ORV use including 9 miles of ways. Projections indicate that

recreational ORV use would increase to 110 visitor days annually for the
forseeable future,

Other Recreation

The 34,544 acre parcel recommended as suitable for wilderness designation
would be managed for non-motorized recreation activities. These include
hiking, backpacking, hunting, horseback riding, camping, wildlife observation,
sightseeing/photography, rock climbing, and fossil collecting. Recreational
use for these activities is expected to increase to 1,000 visitor days
annually for the forseeable future.

Mineral Resources Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, the 34,544 acres of the South Pequop WSA
recommended suitable would be withdrawn from all forms of appropriation under
the mining and mineral leasing laws. Validity examinations would be conducted
on any mining claims that exlist at the time of designation and upon which -

plans of operation have been filed. Currently, there are no mining clailms in
the WSA. ‘

Under this alternative, no exploration or development of any mineral resource

i1s expected to occur In the suitable portion of the WSA and none would be
foregone.

In the 6,546 acre parcel recommended nonsuitable it 1is anticipated exploration
for precious metals would occur in the northern tip of the WSA resulting in 10
mile of new roads and 20 drill pads disturbing approximately 2 acres.
Development is not expected.
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No exploration or development is anticipated in the.area identified as good
potential for phosphates. Although some of the deposits are high grade, they
(ﬂf)yre discontinuous and thinly bedded wmaking development uneconomical

Woodland Product Harvest

The South Pequop WSA contains approximately 400 Christumas trees and 385 cords
of firewood that could be harvested annually and still maintain the resource,
Demand for these products 1s expected to exceed the annual sustained yield in
the foreseeable future.

Under the Proposed Action, 34,544 acres of the WSA would not be available for
harvesting woodland products, precluding the harvest of 445 Christmas trees
and 350 cords of firewood annually.

The 6,546 acre parcel recommended nonsuitable does not contain woodland
products for public harvest.

Al Wilderness

The entire South Pequop WSA, 41,090 acres, would be recommended as suitable
for wilderness designation.

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire South Pequop WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock
_ grazing.' Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained at the
(:rj xisting level of 4,501 animal unit months (AUMs) for cattle and sheep for the
/" forseeable future. One well would be maintained in the WSA. WNo additional
‘projects are planned in the WSA.

Recreational 0ff-Road Vehicle Use

The entire WSA, including 20 miles of wvehicle ways, would be closed to
recreational ORV use. This would eliminate approximately 240 v1sitor days of
ORV use that is estimated to occur annually in the area.

Other Recreation =7

The entire WSA would be managed for non-motorized recreation activities.
These include hiking, backpacking, hunting, horseback riding, camping,
wildlife observation, sightseeing/photography, rock climbing, and fossil
collecting. Recreational use for these activities 1s expected to increase to
1,000 visitor days annually for the forseeable future.

Mineral Resources Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, all 41,090-aéféélof'thé*South Pequop, WSA
would be withdrawn from all forms of appropriation under the mining and
mineral leasing laws. Validity examinations would be conducted on any mining

claims that exist at the time of designation and upon which plans of operation
have been filed.

YUnder this ‘alternative, no exploration or development of any mineral resource
hs expected to occur in the WSA. Exploration for precious metals would be
‘foregone including 10 miles of access roads.
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Woodland Product Harvest

The South Pequop WSA contains approximately 400 Christmas trees and 385 cords
of firewood that could be harvested annually and still maintain the resource.
Demand for these products is expected to exceed the annual sustained yield in

the foreseeable future. All harvest would be precluded in this alternative.

No Wilderness

The entire South Pequop WSA, 41,090 acres, would be recommended as nonsuitable
for wilderness designation.

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire South Pequop WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock
grazing. Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained at the
existing level of 4,501 animal unit months (AMs) for cattle and sheep for the
forseeable future. One well would continue to be maintained in the WSA. No
additional projects are planned in the WSA, )

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The entire WSA, including 20 miles of vehicle ways, would be open to
recreational ORV use. Projections indicate that recreatiomal ORV use would
increase to 240 visitor days annually for the forseeable future.

Other Recreation

The WSA would be available for non-motorized recreation activities. These
include hiking, backpacking, hunting, horseback riding, camping, wildlife
observation, sightseeing/photography, rock climbing, and fossil collecting.
Recreational use for all activities is expected to increase to 300 visiter
days annually for the forseeahle future.

Mineral Resources Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, the entire South Pequop WSA would be open to
all forms of appropriation under the mining and mineral leasing laws.
Validity examinations would not be conducted.

Under this alternative, exploration for precious metals is expected to oceur
in the northern tip of the WSA resulting in 10 miles of new road comstruction
and 20 drill pads, disturbing 2 acres. Development is not expected.

No exploration or development 1s anticipated in the area identifled as good
potential for phosphates. Although the deposits are high grade, they are
discontinuous and thinly bedded making development uneconomical.

Woodland Product Harvest

The South Pequop WSA contains approximately 400 Christmas trees and 385 cords
of firewood that could be harvested annually and still maintain the resource.

Demand for these products ls expected to exceed the annual sustained yield in
the foreseeable future. All of these products would be available for harvest,
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Alternative A (Partial Wilderness)

. A portion of the South Pequop WSA, 37,573 acres, would be recommended as

suitable for wilderness designation. The remaining 3,517 acres would be
recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire South Pequop WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock"
grazing. Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained at the
existing level of 4,501 animal unit months (AUMs) for cattle and sheep for the
forseeable future. One well would be maintained in the portion recommended
suitable for wilderness designation. Wo additional projects are plammed in
the WSA, :

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

The 37,573 acre parcel recommended as suitable for wilderness designation,

including 5.5 miles of vehicle ways, would be closed to recreational ORV use.

This would eliminate approximately 175 visitor days of ORV use that is
estimated to occur annually in the area. The 9 miles of cherrystem roads
would remain open for vehicle accaess.

The 3,517 acre parcel recommended nonsuitable would remain open to

recreational ORV use including 14.5 wmiles of ways. Projections indicate that

- recreational ORV use would increase to 65 visitor days annually for the

.. forseeable future.

-} Other Reereation

The 37,573 acre parcel recommended as suitable for wilderness designation

" would be managed for non—motorized recreation activities. These include .

hiking, backpacking, hunting, horseback riding, camping, wildlife observation,
sightseeing/photography, rock climbing, and fossil collecting. Recreational
use for these activities is expected to increase to 1,000 visitor days
annually for the forseeable future.

Minerai Resources Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, the 37,573 acres of the South Pequop WSA
recomeended suitable would be withdrawm from all forms of appropriation under
the mining and wineral leasing laws. Validity examinations would be conducted
on any mining claims that exlst at the time of designation and upon which
plans of operation have been filed.

Under this altermative, no exploration or development of any mineral resource
is expected to occur in the suitable portion of the WSA. Wilderness
designation would preclude two miles of road conmstruction assoclated with
exploration for precious metals.

In the 3,517 acre recommended nonsuitable, exploration for precious metals
would result in 8 miles of access roads along the southwestern border of the

, WSA.

!
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Woodland Product Harvest

The South Pequop WSA contains approximately 400 Christmas trees and 385 cords
of firewood that could be harvested annually and still maintain the resource.
Demand for these products is expected to exceed the annual sustained yield in
the foreseeable future. None of these resources would be available for
harvest as all are in the suitable area.
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TABLE 2-3

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
SOUTH PEQUOP WSA

Tssue | Proposed Action [ A1 Wilderness | No Wilderness. | Alternative A
'Impact on On the 34,544 acres Naturalness and oppor- The South Pequop The 37,573 acres de-
Wilderness  designated as wild- tunities for solitude WHSA's wilderness signated as wilderness
Values erness would maintain and primitive and un- values of natural- would maintain long-
long-term naturalness, confined recreation ness and outstand- term naturalness, soli-
solitude and opportun- would be maintained ing opportunities tude and opportunities
ities for primitive in the South Pequop for solitude and for primitive and un-
-and unconfined recrea- WSA, except along primitive and un- confined recreation.
tion, 1In the immedi- cherrystem roads-and confined recrea- In the immediate areas
ate areas of the closed boundary roads where tion would be lost of the closed ways,
ways, naturalness and uncontrolled motorized due to minerals naturalness and soli-

. Solitude, jwould be en- access would adversely exploration, ORV  tude would be enhanced.
hanced. In the jmmed~ impact solitude. In use and wood- In the immediate vic-
fate vicinity of the immediate vicinity cutting. fnity of cherrystem
cherrystem roads and of closed ways soli- roads and boundary
boundary roads, motor- tude and naturalness roads motorized vehi-
ized use would adverse- would be enhanced. cle use would adversely
ly impact solitude. fmpact solitude.

On the 6,546 acres On the 3,517 acres
managed for other than managed for other than
wilderness, natural - wilderness, naturalness
ness and opportunities and opportuni ties For
for solitude and pri- solitude and primitive
mitive and unconfined and unconfined recrea-
recreation would be tion would be reduced
reduced because of because of continued
continued recreational recreational ORV use,
ORY use and mineral and mineral exploration
exploration activities. activities.

Impact on Recreational ORY use Recreational ORV use There would be no Recreational ORY use

Recreational would be eliminated on

ORV Use

the 34,544 acres de-
signated wilderness
and 130 visitor days
would be foregone
annually, The impacts
of shifting this use
to other public lands
would be negligible.
On the 6,546 acres not
designated wilderness,
recreational ORV use
vwould continue to in-
Crease but would not
exceed 110 visitor

days annually for the
foreseeable future,

. would be forgone

of 240 visitor days - impact on recrea-
tional CRY use.

annually, The impacts

of shifting this use

to other public lands

vould be negligible.
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would be eliminated on
the 37,573 acres de-
signated wilderness
and 175 visitor days
would be foregone
annually, The impacts
of shifting this use
to other public lands
would be negligible,
On the 3,517 acres not
designated wilderness,
recreational ORY use
would continue to in-
crease but would not

exceed 65 visitor
days annually for the

foreseeable future.



TABLE 2-3 {Cont.)

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
SOUTH PEQUOP HSA

| Proposed Action

| All Wilderness

| No Wilderness

[ Atternative A

1ssue

Impact on
Development
of Mineral
Resources

Impact on
Hoodland
Product
Harvest

There would be no
impacts to explora-
tion or development
of‘mineral resources
in the suitable
area.

The 6,546 acres
recommended as non-
suitable for wild-
erness designation
would remain open to
all forms of mineral
-entry and leasing.
‘Exploration for pre-
cious metals is ex-
pected to result in
10 miles of explor-
atory access roads
and 20 drill pads,
Exploration for ofl
and gas §s not
expected to occur,

Harvest of up to 400
thristmas trees and
385 cords of fire-
‘wood would be fore~
gone in the suit- -
able area, reducing
‘the resource area's
total anmmual harvest
of Christmas trees
by 11¢ and firewood
by 6%. In the
nonsuitable area

" there are no wood-

Yand products avail-

able for harvest.

There would be
impacts  to explora-
tion for precious
metals in the South
Pequop WSa. EXx-
ploration would be
foregone, precluding
10 miles of new
roads,

The WSA would not
be available for
Christmas tree-and
firewood cutting.
The harvest of up to
400 Christmas trees
and 385 cords of
firewood per year
would be foregone,
reducing the re=-
source area's total
annual harvest of
Christmas trees by
11% and firewood by
6%.
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There would be no
impact on mineral
resources activities
in the South Pequop
WSA.

There would.be no
impact on woodland

product harvest in the

South Pequop WSA,

Exploration for precious
metals would be precluded
on the 37,573 acreés re-
commended for wildernass
designation. Two miles
of roads and 4 drill pads
in northern portion of
the suitable area would
be precluded.

The 3,517 acres recom=-
mended as nonsuitable
for wilderness designa-
tion would remain open
to all forms of mineral
entry and leasing. EX-
ploration for precious
metals is exXpected to
result in eight miles

of exploratory access
roads and 16 drill pads.
Exploration for oil and
gas is not expected to
occur.

Harvest of up to 400
Christmas trees and 385
cords of firewood would
be foregone in the suit-
able area, reducing the
resource area's total
annual harvest of Christ-
mas trees by 11% and
firewood by 6%. Harvest
in the nonsuitable area
would not occur as there
are no harvestable pro-
duct in this area,
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BAD LANDS WSA (NV-010-184)

Proposed Action (Partial Wilderness)

A portion of the Bad Lands WSA, 8,415 acres, would be recommended as suitable
for wilderness designation. The remaining 1,011 acres would be recommended as
nonsultable for wilderness designation.

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Bad Lands WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock grazing.
Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained at the existing
level of 904 animal unit months (AUMs) for cattle, horses and sheep for the
forseeable future. One small earthern reservoir would be malntained in the
portion recommended suitable for wilderness designation. No additional
projects are planned in the WSA

Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use‘

The 8,415 acre parcel recommended as suitable for wilderness designation,
including 2.5 miles of vehicle ways, would be closed to recreational ORV use.
This would eliminate approximately 100 visitor days of ORV use that 1s
projected to occur annually in. the area. |

The 1,011 acre parcel recommended nonsuitable would remain opem to
recreational ORV use including a [ mile way., Projections indicate that
recreational ORV use would increase to 50 visitor days annually for the
forseeable future.

Other Recreetion

The ‘8,415 acre parcel recommended as suitable for Wllderness designation would
be managed for mom—motorized recreation activitles. These include hiking,
backpacking, hunting, horseback riding, camping, wildlife observation,
sightseeing/photography, rock climbing, canoeing/rafting and flshlng.
Recreational use fpr;these activities 1s expected to ‘increase to 1, 000 visitor
days annually for the forseeable future.

Mineral Resources Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, the 8,415 acres of the Bad Lands WSA
recommended suitable would be withdrawn from all forms of appropriation under
the mining and mineral leasing laws., Validity examinations would be conducted
on any mining claims that exist at the time of designation and upon which
plans of operation have been filed. Currently, there are no mining claims in
the WSA, o :

Under this alternative, mno ekploratlon or development ®f any mineral resource
is expected to occur in the suitable or nonsuitable portion of the WSA due to
the low potential for occurrence,
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All Wilderness

The entire Bad Lands WSA, 9,426 acres, would be recommended as suitable for
wilderness designation,

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions .

The entire Bad Lands WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock grazing.
Projections indicate that livestock use would be maintained at the existing

level of 904 animal unit months (AUMs) for cattle, horses and sheep for the

forseeable future. Two small earthern reservoirs and 1.5 miles of fence would

be maintained in the WSA., No additional projects are planned in the WSA.

Recreational Off-Road Veﬁicle Use

The entire WSA, including 3 miles of vehicle weys wodld be closed to
recreational ORV use. This would eliminate approximatély 150 visitor days of
ORV use that is estimated to occur annually in the area.

Other Recreation

The entire WSA would be maneged fof non-motorlzed recreation activities.

These include hiking, backpacking, hunting, horseback riding, camping,
wildlife observatiom, sightseeing/photography, rock climbing,
canoeing/rafting, and fishing. Recreational use for these activities is
expected to increase to 1 ,500 visitor days amnually for the forseeable future.

Hineral Resources-Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, the entire Bad Lands WSA would be withdrawm
from all forms of appropriation under the mining and mineral leasing laws.

. Validity examinations would be conducted on any mining claims that exist at

the time of designation and upon which have plans of operation have been
filed. Currently, there are no mining claims in the WSA,

Under this alternative, no exploration or development of any mineral resource
is expected to occur in the WSA.

No.Wilderness

The entire Bad Lands WSA, 9,426 acres, would be recommended as. nomsuitable for |
wilderness designation._

Livestock Grazing and Range Management Actions

The entire Bad Lands WSA would continue to be allotted for livestock grazing.

‘Projections Indicate that livestock use would be maintained at the existing

level of 904 aniwmal unit months (AUMs) for cattle and sheep for the forseeable
future. Project maintenance would continue.as in the past. WNo additional
Projects are planned in the WSA.
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(iji:creational 0ff-Road Vehicle Use
- ""The entire W54, including 3 miles of vehicle ways, would be open to

. fecreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use 1is anticipated to reach 150
visitor days annually in the foreseeable future,

- Other Recreation
The WSA would be avallable for non-motorized recreation activities. These.
include hiking, backpacking, hunting, horseback riding, camping, wildlife
observation, sightseeing/photography, rock climbing, canoeing/rafting and
fishing. Recreational use for all activities is expected to increase to 750
visitor days annually for the forseeable future.

Mineral Resources Actions

Subject to valid existing rights, all 9,426 acres of the Bad Lands WSA would
be open to all forms of appropriation under the wining and mineral leasing
laws. Validity examinations would not be conducted. Currently, there are no
nining claims in the WSA. WNo exploration or development of any mineral
resource 1s expected to occur in the WSA.
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TABLE 2-4

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS
BAD LANDS WSA

Issue

|  Proposed Action

| A1l Wilderness |

No Wildérnéss

Tmpact on
Wilderness
Values

Impact on
Recreational
ORV Use

Impact on
Development
of Mineral
Resources

On. the 8,415 acres
designated as wild-
erness would maintain
long-term naturalness
and opportunities for
primitive and uncon-
fined recreation and
solitude,

On the 1,011 acres
not designated as
wilderness, there
would be a reduction
of naturalness and
opportunities for
solitude and primi-
tive recreation.

Recreational ORV use
of 100 visitor days
would be forgone
annually. On the
1,011 acres of the
WSA not designated
as wilderness, re-—
creational ORV use-
would continue to

" increase, but would

not exceed 50

visitor days annually.

There would be no
impacts to mineral
activities as none are
projected to occur.

Wilderness-values of
naturalness and oppor-
tunities for primitive
and unconfined re-
creation and solitude
would be retained
except aloung boundary
roads where uncon-—
trolled motorized
access would adversely
impact solitude, In
the immediate vicinity
of the closed ways
naturalness and soli-
tude would be enhanced.

Recreational ORV use
of 150 visitor days
would be forgone
annually.

There would be no
impacts to mineral
activities as nome
are projected to
occur,
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There would be a
reduction in
naturalness and
opportunities for
soljtude and pri-
mitive and uncon-
fined recreation -
due to continued
ORV use.

There would be no
impact onr recrea-
tional ORV use.

The entire WSA would
be open for mineral
entry and leasing.

No mineral activitles
are expected to occur.
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CHAPTER 3

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

BLUEBELL WSA (NV-010-027)

General Characteristics

The Bluebell WSA is located approximately 95 miles east of Elko, Nevada and 10
wmiles southwest of West Wendover, Nevada in the northern extension of the
Goshute Mountain Range. The WSA is forested with juniper, mountain mahogany,
white fir, and pinyon and limber pine with smaller scatterings of bristlecone
pine. In the west half, the topography consists of a single north-south
ridgeline with very little bench land. In the east half, the topography
consists of lower mountains and basins supporting bhundreds of small meandering
canyons. Elevations range from 8,000 feet on the ridgeline to 5,300 feet in
the foothills. ’

Land Status

.The Bluebell WSA contalns 55,665 acres of public'land.  There are no private
or state lands within the WSA.

. ﬂildernesé Values

'_Naturalness

(: })Withln the boundaries of the Bluebell WSA are apptoximately twenty piles of
./ vyehicle ways, eight miles of cherrystem roads, ten small earthen reservoirs,

four corrals, a mile long fence, and two developed springs. The vehicle ways
are found primarily in the canyons adjacent to existing roads. The reservoirs

~are found along vehicle ways on the west side of the study area. The four

corrals, the fence and the two developed springs are located adjacent to
existing roads. Total acreage involved 1s approximately thirty acres. While
these imprints are within the WSA, the area generally appears to have been
affected primarily by the forces of natiure with the imprint of man's work

“Substantially unnoticeable.

Solitude

The WSA is extraemely rugged with high mountain peaks and numerous drainages.
This highly dissected topography provides numerous outstanding opportunities
for solitude. The majority of the WSA is densely wooded, which creates a
feeling of total seclusion. This is particularly true in the major dralnages

such ag West Morris, Morris, Morgan Basin, Thirty-mile, Johnson, Rosebud, and
Erickson Canyons.

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation
The Bluebell WSA, with its relatively large size and varled topography,

contains outstanding opportunities - for a primitive and unconfined type of -

;Tecreation experience. The majority of the WSA allows for unconfined freedom
‘of movement due to the many drainages, ridges and peaks,
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Primitive recreation activities available include hiking, backpaéking,
camping, hunting, horseback riding, wildlife observation,
sightseeing/photography, rock climbing and fossil collecting.

Special Featuras

The Bluebell WSA contains rugged mountain scenery, colorful rock outcroppings
and broad vistas of the Basin and Range Province.

Bristlecone pine trees occur at the higher elevations. These trees are of

special interest because they are the oldest living things knowm and are found
in only a few high elevation areas in the United States. '

The Goshute Mountains (Bluebell and Goshute Peak WSAs) are the location of an
annual southern migration from late August to mid-October of thousands of
raptors. Birds known to migrate through the area include golden and bald
eagles, redtailed hawks, goshawks, American kestrels and Cooper's hawks.

Abundant collectable invertebrate fossils are found weathering out of the
limestones and shales and are more commonly found in freshly eroded areas.
Fossils are generally invertebrates with a large variety of brachiopods,
corals, bryozoans, and trilobites to be found.

Wild and free roaming horses are present within the WSA. The WSA is situated
within the Goshute Mountains Wild Horse Herd Management Area.

Recreation

There are no deveioped recreation sites within the WSA and none are planned.
Recreation use is light throughout the WSA with most use related to hunting

for mule deer, Other recreatlon activities include rock climbing and fossil
collecting. ’

Current visitor use is estimated at 300 visitor days annually. Of these, 240
are estimated to be hunting activities supported by vehicle access on

cherrystem roads and ways. Recreational ORV use is anticipated to reach 480
visitor days annually in the foreseeable future.

Mineral Resources

Rocks cropping out within the WSA are chiefly Paleoczolc limestones which are

complexly faulted. Igneous activity has occurred in the east—central part of
the range and probably served as a source for the mineralization apparent in

the area. Rocks correlative to those cropping out in the WSA are known to be
favorable hosts in nearby mineralized areas (Ferguson Springs, Ferber, Decoy

Mining District).

Five post-FLPMA oil and gas leases covering approximately 8,310 acres are
located along the east and west borders of the WSA. The potential for an oll
and gas discovery in the WSA exists, but the probabllity is low as the more
favorable Intermontane areas are outside of the WSA,

About 105 post-FLPMA mining claims are located within the WSA; there are no
pre—FLPMA nining claims in the WSA,
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Available data indicates the WSA has relatively small areas of high and good
locatable mineral potential with most of the area having a low potential of
metallic and nonmetallic minerals, phosphateés, oil and gas and geothermal
resources,

Small high grade barite deposits occur along the range front fault on the west
side of the Goshute Mountains. An old manganese mine in the Decoy Mining
District is also present along the west fault line indicating a possibility of
mineralization at depth. Mineral Resource Inventory (MRI) rock analyses show
anomalous concentrations of barite, manganese, vanadium, and zinc in the Decoy
Mining District.

Limestone is the dominant lithology in the WSA. Most of the limestone is
apparently of a quality suitable for producing lime. Marbelhead Lime Co., has
undeveloped claims for limestone along the northern border of the study area.
The limestone is potentially valuable on the claims due to its close proximity
to rall lines and Interstate 80, :

Phosphates correlative to the Permian Phosphoria Formation, which is a
considerable producer of phosphates in southern Idaho, occur in the
north-central part of the WSA. The limited areal externt of this occurrence
and the thin nature of similar phosphate rocks in northeastern Nevada make it
doubtful that the resource would be developed in the forseeable future,

There are no recorded geothermal resource areas in the vieinity of the

Bluebell WSA. There is no active mining in the WSA. Minor exploration has

‘taken place, but no mineral development has occurred within the WSA, There
are no known critical or strategic minerals in the WSA, but the potential for
discoveries of manganese (eritical) and copper, barite, lead, and tungsten
(strategic) is considered good on 4,000 acres and high on 900 acres. The
great majority of the WSA has low mineral potential for all commodities.

Livestock Grazing

The entire WSA is currently allotted for livestock grazing. The WSA includes
portions of five grazing allotments: Spruce, Big Springs, Pilot, Leppy Hills
and Utah/Nevada. Seven cattle and sheep operators are permltted in these
allotments. Approximately 4,340 AUMs are licensed in the portions of the
alleotnents that lie within the WSA boundaries. Grazing occurs as yearlong,
winter and spring use by cattle and winter use by sheep.

A one-mile fence, 10 small earthen reservoirs and two developed springs occur
within the WSA., Mailntenance has historically been accomplished by use of
motorized vehicles. No additiomal projects are planned for future development,

Woodland Products

The WSA contains 27,830 acres of pinyon, juniper and mountain mahogany trees
ugsable for Christmas trees, fuelwood, fence posts and pine nut collection,
Wendover and Salt Lake Valley residents have historically used the Goshute
Mountains to collect these products.

- It 1s estimated that the Bluebell WSA could furnish approximately 600

Christmas trees and 475 cords of firewood annually on a sustained yield basis.
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Wildlife Habitat

The WSA includes 1,450 acres of mule deer winter and 22,000 acres of mule deer
yearlong habitat, 5,700 acres of antelope yearlong habitat and 12,650 acres of
historical bighorn sheep habitat.

No future habltat manipulations or projects are proposed. The Nevada
Department of Wildlife is considering reintroducing bighorn sheep into the
Goshute Mountain Range. On a statewide basls the Goshute Range is considered
low priority. :

The WSA includes a portion of a migration route for raptors. Thousands of
raptors annually migrate south over the Goshute Mountain Range from late
August through Cctober:

-Watersﬁed

A few springs are scattered about the WSA and provide limited surface water.
Approximately 440 acres of high erosion potential watershed are located in the
northeast portion of the WSA and approximately 5,160 acres in the southeast
portionm.

GOSHUTE PEAK WSA (NV-010-033)

' @eneral Characteristics

The Goshute Peak WSA is located approximately 100 miles east of Elko, Nevada
and 20 wiles southwest of West Wendover, Nevada in the southern extension of
the Goshute Mountaln Range. The WSA-is forested with juniper, mountain
mahogany, white fir, and pinyon and limber pine with smaller scatterings of
bristlecone pine. The WSA is mountalnous with steep cliffs and rocky canyons
to the west and densely forested mountains and basins to the east. Cliffs on
the west side range from 50 to 250 feet in elevation, are extremely rugged and
are of high scenic quality. A small amount of benchland exists along the
southeastern portion of the WSA. Elevations range from 9 SQO feet on the
ridgeline to 6,000 feet in the foothills.

Land Status

The Goshute Peak WSA contains 69,770 acres of public land. . There are no

‘private or state lands within the WSA. A portion of the southeastern boundary

of the WSA is formed by a phoneline adjacent to Alternate Bighway 93.
Portions of the rights-of-way for the phoneline and highway are within the WSA.

Wilderness Values

Naturalness

Within the boundaries of the Goshute Peak WSA are approximately 27 miles of
vehicle ways, a one mile cherrystem road, one corral, a mile long fence, and

one developed spring. Most of the vehicle ways are less than one mile long
and provide access to drainages and canyons from the WSA boundary roads. The
corral, the fence and the developed spring are located adjacent to existing
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. ways. Other imprints of man include a deer hunter's cabin, a deer hunter’'s
(Tf)gamp and a raptor counting and trapping area. The raptor trapping area
ncludes two blinds made of plywood. While these imprints are within the WSA,
the area generally appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of
pature with the imprint of man's work substantially unnoticeable.

"Solitude

The WSA is extremely rugged, with high mountain peaks and numerous drainages.
This highly dissected topography provides numerous outstanding opportunities
for solitude. The majority of the WSA is densely wooded, which creates a
feeling of total seclusion. This is particularly true in the major drainages
such as Lion, Felt, Christmas Tree, and other unnamed drainages.

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation

The Goshute Peak WSA, with its large size and varied topography, contains
outstanding opportunities for a primitive and unconfirmed type of recreation
experience. The majority of the WSA allows for unconfined freedom of movement
due to the many drainages, ridges -and peaks.

.Primitive recreation activities available include hiking, backpacking,
canping, hunting, horseback riding, wildlife observatiom,
sightseeing/photography, rock climbing and fossil collecting.

Special Features

(;;)‘ e Goshute Peak WSA contains rugged mountain scenery, colorful rock
" outeroppings and breoad vistas of the Basin and Range_Prpvince;

Bristlecone pine trees occur at the higher elevations. These trees are of
- special interest because they are the oldest living things known and are found
in only a few high elevation areas in the United States.

The Goshute Mountains (Bluebell and Goshute Peak WSAs) are the location of an
annual southern migration from late August to mid-October of thousands of
raptors. Birds known to migrate through the area include golden: and bald
eagles, redtailed hawks, goshawks, American kestrels and Cooper's hawks. The
U,.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has trapped and observed raptors in the Goshute
Mountains for the past several years. The area 1s probably one of the most
productive ridge sites for raptor migrations in the West.

Adding to the raptor migration is the bald eagle roosting site located in the
gouthwestern portion of the WSA, The site is used annually by several bald

eagles during their migration south. It 1s the only known wintering roost
site in Elko County.

Abundant collectable invertebrate fossils are found weathering out of the

limestones and shales and are more commonly found in freshly eroded areas.
Fogsils are generally invertebrates, with a large variety of brachiopods,

corals, bryozoans and trilobites to be found.

)Wi1ld and free roaming horses are present within the WSA. The WSA is situated
within the Goshute Mountains Wild Horse Herd Management Area,
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Recreation

There are no developed recreation sites within the WSA and none are planned.
Recreation use i1s light throughout the WSA with most use related to hunting
for mule deer. Other recreation activities include rock climbing, fossil
collecting and raptor viewing.

Current visitor use is estimated at 800 visitor days annually. Of these, 640
are estimated to be hunting activities supported by vehicle access on
cherrystem roads and ways. Recreational ORV use 1s anticipated to reach 1200
visitor days annually in the foreseeable future,

Mineral Resources

Cropping out within the WSA are chiefly Paleozoic limestones which have been

‘thrusted and normally faulted. These rocks have been locally intruded by

Jarassic quartz monzonite bodies and overlain by mid-Tertiary volcanics.

Five post-FLPMA oil and gas leases covering approximately 7,130 acres are
located along the western, southern and southeastern borders of the WSA. The
potential for an oil and gas discovery in the WSA exists, but the probability
is low as the more favorable intermontane areas are outside of the WSA.

About 190 post-FLPMA mining claims are located in the WSA; there are no
pre-FLPMA mining claims in the WSA.

Available data indicates the WSA has relatively small areas of high and good
locatable mineral potential, with most of the area having a low potential of
metallic and nonmetallic minerals, phosphates, 0oil and gas and geothermal
resources.

Small high grade barite deposits have been reported along the range front
fault on the west side of the Goshute Mountains. A small amount of silver and
copper was produced from the Ferguson Spring Mining District adjacent to the
eastern border of the WSA, Mineral Resource Inventory (MRI) rock analyses
show anomalous concentrations of barite, gold, silver, copper, -lead,
manganese, and zinc in the Ferguson Spring Mining District.

Limestone is the dominant lithology in the WSA, Most of the limestone is
apparently of a quality suitable for producing lime. ' The widespread
occurrence of similar deposits much nearer rail lines and highways makes
development in the WSA unlikely.

There are no recorded geothermal resource areas in the vicinity of the Goshute
Peak WSA, There is no active mining in the WSA., Minor -exploration has taken
place, but no mineral development has occurred within the WSA and no
significant ore deposits are kmown to exist, There are no known critical or
strategic minerals deposits in the WSA, but the potential for discoveries of
copper, barite, lead, and tungsten (strategic) is considered good on 5,395
acres. The great majority of the WSA has low mineral potential for all
commodities.
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Livestock Grazing

\The entire WSA is currently allotted for livestock grazing. The WSA includes

portions of four grazing allotments: Spruce, White Horse Pass, Lead Hills and
Utah/Nevada. Six cattle and sheep operators are permitted in these

‘allotments. Approximately 5,593 AUMs are licensed in the portions of the

allotments that lie within the WSA boundaries. Grazing occurs as winter and
spring use by cattle and sheep.

A one-mile fence, one corral and one developed spring ocecur within the WSA.
Historically, project maintenance and some livestock management have been
performed using motorized equipment. No additional projects are planned.

Woodland Products

The WSA contains 45,350 acres of pinyon, juniper and mountain mahogany trees
usable for Christmas trees, fuelwood, fence posts and pine nut collection. -

. Wendover and Salt Lake Valley residents have historically used the Goshute

o il

‘Mountains to collect these products.

It is estimated that the Goshute Peak WSA could furnish approximately 600
Christmas trees anq 770 cords of firewocod annually on a sustained yield basis.

Wildlife Habitat

The WSA includes 4,675 acres of mule deer winter and 31,500 acres of mule deer

yearlong habitat, 7,000 acres of antelope yearlong habltat and 62,000 acres of
historical bighorn sheep habitat.

No future habitat manipulations or projects are proposed. The Nevada
Department -of Wildlife is considering reintroducing bighorn sheep into the

Goshute Mountain Range. On a statewide basis the Goshute Range 1is considered
low priority. '

.The WSA is the site of an annual migration of 6,000 to 10,000 raptors. These

raptors migrate south over Goshute Peak from late August to October. Raptors
include bald and golden eagles, red-tailed hawks, goshawks, American-kestrals
and Cooper's hawks. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has been trapping and
observing raptors for several years. Their activity includes transporting

equipment and supplies by vehicle along a way, then by foot to the ridgeline.

A winter bald eagle roost is located in the southwestern portion of the WSA.
This roost site 1s used annually by several bald eagles as they migrate south

for the winter. The roost is the only one known in the area.

Watershed

A few springs are scattered about the WSA and provide limited surface water.

Approximately 572 acres of high erosion potential watershed are located in . the
south-central portion of the WSA.
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SOUTH PEQUOP WSA (NV-010-035)

General Characteristics

The South Pequop WSA is located approximately 4 miles southeast of Elko, .
Nevada the Pequop Mountain Range. The WSA is forested with juniper, white fir
and pinyon and limber pine with smaller scatterings of bristlecone pine. The
WSA 1s U-shaped and comprised of a main northeast to southwest trending
ridgeline. A small amount of rolling hills and benchland occurs along the
borders of the WSA. Elevations range from 8,950 feet on the ridgeline to
5,650 feet in the foothills.

Land Status

The South Pequop WSA contalns 41,090 acres of public land. There are no
private or state lands within the WSA. The mid-eastern border of the WSA
adjoins private land in sections 1 and 12 of T. 32 N., R. 65 E, and sections
17 and 18 of T. 32 N., R. 66 E. '

Wilderness Values

Naturalness

Within the boundaries of the South Pequop. WSA are approximately twenty miles
of vehicle ways, ten miles of cherrystem roads, and one well. A Western
Pacific railroad line occurs along the northern boundary.

While these imprints are within the WSA, the area generally appears to have

been affected primarily by the forces of nature with the imprint of wman's work
substantially unnoticeable.’

Solitude

Portions of the WSA are rugged, with high mountain peaks, numerous drainages .
and dense woodlands. This highly dissected topography provides numerous
outstanding opportunities for solitude. Southern exposures with sparse and
low growing vegetation combined with the unusual configuration of the WSA
could hamper oppeortunities for solitude in some areas. Tralns on the Western

Pacific railroad tracks can be viewed and heard from the far northern end of
the WSA. . . ‘ ) :

Primitive and Unconfined Recreation

The South Pequop WSA, with its relatively large size and varied topography,
contains outstanding opportunities for a primitive and unconfirmed type of
recreation experience, The majority of the WSA allows for unconfined freedom
of movement due to the many drainages, ridges and peaks.

Primitive recreation activities available include hiking, backpacking,

camping, hunting, horseback riding, wildlife observation,
sightseeing/photography, rock climbing and fossil collecting.
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Special Features

The South Pequop WSA contains rugged mountain scenery, colorful rock
outcroppings and broad vistas of the Basin and Range Province.

Bristlecone pine trees occur at the higher elevations. These trees are of
special interest because they are the oldest living things known and are found
in only a few high elevation areas in the United States.

Collectable invertebrate fossils are found weathering out of the limestones
and shales and are more commonly found in freshly eroded areas. Fossils are
generally invertebrates,with a large variety of brachiopods, corals,
bryozoans, and trilobites to be found. '

Wiid and free roaming horses are present within the WSA., The WSA is situated
within the Spruce~Pequop Wild Horse Herd Management Area,

Recreation

There are no developed recreation sites within the WSA and nome are planned.
Recreation use is light throughout the WSA with most use related to hunting

~ for mule deer. Other recreation activities include rock climbing and fossil

collecting.

Current visitor use is estimated at 150 visitor days annually. Of these, 120
are estimated to be hunting activities supported by vehicle access on
cherrystem roads and ways. Recreational ORV use is anticipated to reach 240
visitor days annually in the foreseeable future,

Mineral Resources

Rocks cropping out within the WSA are chiefly Ordovician through Triassic age
with limestone, shale, chert, siltstone and sandstone being the dominant
lithologies. Lesser amounts of Tertiary volcanoclastic rocks also occur,

Seven oil and gas leases covering approximately 9,860 acres are located along
the mid-eastern, southern and westera bordérs of the WSA. The potential for
an oil and gas discovery in the WSA exists, but the probability is low as the

" more favorable intermontane areas are outside of the WSA. Wildeat drilling

has occurred in the valleys around the Pequop Range but no discoveries were
made.

There are no mining claims in the WSA. A total of 16,363 acres in the south
and northeast portions of the W5A are classified as having good potential for
phosphates. The northern end of the WSA contains 500 acres with good
potential for base metals. The remainder of the WSA contains low potential
for all minerals. No geothermal features occur in or near the WSA which is
rated as having low potential for geothermal resources. Minor exploration of
phosphate rock has taken place, but no mineral development has occurred in the
WSA. Much of the WSA (40%) has good potential for phosphate rock, but the
phosphate beds are thin or of a low grade and little interest has been
expressed to date. A small area along the northern boundary of the WSA has

good potential for base metals. The WSA has low potential for all other
mineral resources,
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Livestock Grazing

The entire WSA is currently allotted for livestock grazing. The WSA is
situated within the Spruce grazing allotment. Three cattle and sheep
operators are permitted in this allotment. Approximately 4,501 AUMs are
licensed within the WSA, Grazing occurs as winter and spring use by cattle

and sheep.

There is one well in the WSA. No additiomal projects are planned.

Historically, project maintenance and some livestock operations have been
performed using motorized equipment.

Woodland Products

The WSA contains 22,725 acres of pinyon, juniper and mountain mahogany trees

usable for Christmas trees, fuelwood, fence posts and pine nut collection. It
is estimated that the South Pequop W$SA could furnish approximately 400 ,
Christmas trees and 385 cords of firewood annually on a sustained yield basis.

Wildlife Habitat

The WSA includes 7,000'écres of mule deer winter and 8,000 acres of mule deer

-yearlong habitat. No future habitat manipulations or projects are proposed,

Watershed

A few springs are scattered about the WSA and provide limited surface water.
There are no areas of high erosion potential watershed in the WSA.

BAD LANDS WSA (NV-010-184)

General Characteristics

The Bad Lands WSA is located approximately 65 miles northeast of-Elko, Nevada
and 25 miles southwest of Jackpot, Nevada in the 0'Neil Basin. . The WSA
consists of rough ridges and cliffs of volcanic origin, dissected by Salmon
Falls Creek. Pinnacles and spires over 100 feet tall are common' along Salmon
Falls Creek Canyon. Dense riparian vegetation exists throughout the main
canyon and in the lower reaches of the adjoining side canyons,

Land Status

The Bad Lands WSA contains 9,426 acres of public land. There are mo private
or state lands within the WSA., The WSA adjoins private land in the
northwestern and southeastern corners.

Wilderness Values

Naturalness
Within the boundaries of the Bad Lands WSA are approximately three miles of
vehicle ways, two small earthen reservoirs, a 103 acre crested wheatgrass

seeding, 1.5 miles of bladed fenceline, and 1.5 miles of phoneline. While
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these imprints are within the WSA, they are separated by long distances, -and
he area generally appears to have been affected primarily by the forces of
" 4ture with the imprint of man's work substantially unnoticeable.
'

-

Solitude

' Salmon Falls Creek Canyon, the dominant attraction in the WSA, provides
outstanding opportunities for solitude. Topographic screening 1s excellent
due to the winding nature of the canyon and rugged canyon walls. Riparian
vegetation is dense, and in many areas the big sagebrush attains heights of
‘six feet.

The sparsely vegetated mesas and rolling topography above the main canyon
generally provide little vegetative screening.

Primitive and Unconfined Recreationm

The Bad Lands WSA, even with its relatively small sizZe, coatains outstanding
opportunities for a primitive and unconfined recreation experience. The
majority of the WSA allows for unconfined freedom of movement due to the many
drainages, hills and ridges. While users would concentrate along Salmon Falls
Creek, the dense riparian vegetation and the winding and rugged nature of the
canyon ensures that opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation are
available,

© Primitive recreation activities available include hiking, backpacking,
~ycamping, hunting, horseback riding, wildlife observatiom,
(:HJ§?ghtseeing/photography, canoeing/rafting and fishing.

Special Features

The untrampled streamside riparian habitat is considered a unidue ecological
feature. The fishery through the WSA offers one of the best opportunities for

stream fishing in Elko County. The WSA also contains a diversity in flora and
 fauna. )

Rugged canyonland scenery, colorfui_volcanic.:ock_outcroppings, and scenic
vistas of the Jarbidge Mountains are available.

Geologically, rhyolitlc lava flows and eroded pinnacles of volcanic ash are
interesting features found in the WSA.

Recreation

There are no developed recreation sites within the WSA and none are planned.r
Recreation use is 1light throughout the WSA with most use related to hunting.
and fishing. Other recreation activities include canceing and rafting.

Current visitor use 1s estimated at 150 visitor days annually. Of these, only
30 are estimated to be hunting activities supported by vehicle access on

ways. The majority of recreation users park their vehicles on private land
outside the WSA and walk in. Recreatiomal ORV use is anticipated to reach 150
mrigitor days annually in the foreseeable future.

i
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Mineral Resources

The Bad Lands WSA is almost entirely underlain by Tertiary felsic wolcanic
extrusives of which rhyolite to dacite flows and domes are dominant. Lesser
amounts of volecanoclastic rocks comsisting of tuffaceous sandstone and
siltstone also occur. A small amount of Permain through Missippian age
limestone may occur along the eastern border of the WSA.

There are no oil and gas leases located in the WSA, The presence of a
mesozolc granitic pluton near the W5A and paucity of Tertiary lake bed
sediments underlying the WS5A are major negative criteria for oil and gas
accumulations., No geothermal occurrences or major fault zones have been

~ observed in the WSA, hence, the low potential for geqthermal resources,

There are no mining c¢laims In the WSA. The Contact Mining District is located
about two miles east of the WSA. The district has produced minor amounts of
copper and very small amounts of tungsten, molybdenmum, gold, silver and lead.
Mineralization in the district occurs along contacts betweéen Mesozoic granites
and Mississippian - Permian limestones and shales. The classification of 500
acres along the eastern boundary as having good potential for metallic
minerals is based on the possibility of the mineralized zone of the Contact

'Mining District extending under the WSA., Limestone, a favorable host rock for
‘mineralization, occurs in the far eastern portion of the WSA. Except for the
- small area noted above, the WSA has low potential for all locatable minerals
-as the area is underlain by thousands of feet ‘of unmineralized volcanic rocks.

Livestock Grazing

O

The entire WSA is currently allotted for livestock grazing. The WSA includes
portions of four grazing allotments: Buckhorn, 0'Neil, Hubbard Vineyard and
Salmon River. Four cattle, sheep and horse operators are permitted in these
allotments., Approximately 904 AUMs are licensed in the portions of the

allotments that lie within the WSA boundaries. Graz1ng occurg during all
seasons.,

A 1.5-mile fence, two small earthen reservoirs and a 103 acre crested
wheatgrass seeding occur within the WSA, No additional projects are planned.
Historically, project maintenance has ‘been performed using motorized equipment.

Wildlife Habitat

The WSA includes 4,450Aacres of mule deer winter, 1,020 acres of mule deer
spring and 3,950 acres of mule deer summer habitat, 6,650 acres of antelope
summer habitat and 9,426 acres of historical bighorn sheep habitat.

No future habitat manipulations or projects are proposed. The Nevada
Department of Wildlife is planning to reintroduce bighorn sheep into the WSA.
On a statewide basis the Bad Lands WSA is considered a high priority.

Salmon Falls Creek provide fisheries habitat for German brown and rainbow
trout and offers some of the best trout fisheries in Elko County.

Watershed

The entire WSA is ciassified as moderate erosion potential watershed., Surface
water 1s provided by two springs and the perennial flow of Salmon Falls Creek,
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CHAPTER 4

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES

BLUEBELL WSA (NV-010-027)

Proposed Action (Partial Wilderness Designation)

Under the Proposed Action, 41,324 acres of the Bluebell WSA would be
recommended suitable for wilderness designation and 14,341 acres would be
‘recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designatiom.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the development of
mineral resources, the harvest of woodland products and the resulting impacts’
on wilderness values in the long term.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

Wilderness values on the 41,324 acres recommended suitable for wildermess
designation would receive the special long-term protection provided by
wilderness designation. The areas of the most spectacular scenery and
outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation and naturalness would be
retained. :

The suitable portion of the WSA, including 13 miles of wvehicle ways, would be
closed to recreational ORV use. This action would eliminate approximately 310
visitor days of recreational ORV use that are projected to occur in the area..
This would improve the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation because of the near elimination of surface
disturbance and because visitors would not encounter or hear ORV users in the
aréa. However, five cherrystem roads and boundary roads would be available
for vehicle use by the public to access the wilderness area and by livestock
operators to manage their livestock within the area. In the immediate
vicinity of the boundary and cherrystem roads, where uncontrolled motorized
use would occur, wilderness values would be adversely impacted.

An open pit precious metals mine would be developed In the suitable area in

. Erickson Canyon. Activities associated with the mine would include 20 miles:
of new rocad construction (50 acres), tailings (20 acres), waste dumps (50
acres), heap leach pads (40 acres), site facilities (20 acres) and -the open
pit (20 acres). Mining activities would cause surface disturbance over a 300
acre area., This wining activity would adversely impact wilderness values in
the Erickson Canyon area. The natural landscape and opportunities for
solitude and primitive recreation in the Erickson Canyon area would be lost.
There would be no impacts to wilderness values as the result of hazardous
waste since the mining operation would be required to contain all hazardous
materials in accordance with state and federal regulations.

The 14,341 acres not designated wilderness, including 7 miles of vehicle ways,
would remain open for recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use on this
parcel would remain below 170 visitor days annually for the foreseeable
future. About 2 miles of road (3 acres) would be built in this area to
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~, explore for precious metals, and o0il and gas exploration would result in 20
(ji) wiles of seismic lines (192 acres). Wood cutting would result in the annual
' removal of 155 Christmas trees and 125 cords of firewood. Approximately 60%
of the trees would be removed over a 45 acre area annually. Although 40% of
the trees would be left, vegetative screening would be reduced. The presence
of stumps would result in the loss of naturalness. Sights and sounds from
woodcutting activities would cause a loss in solitude. It is estimated that,
over the long-term, nmaturalness and opportunities for solitude would be lost
-on 2,400 acres.

Conclusion. On the 41,324 acres designated as wildermess, naturalness,
solitude and opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreatiom would
be maintained except in the Erickson Canyon area. An open pit mine inm
the Erickson Canyon area would result in the loss of naturalmess on 300
acres due to surface disturbance associated with the mining operation.
Sights and sounds from the mining operation would result in the loss of-
solitude on 5,000 acres. In the immediate areas of the closed ways,
naturalness and solitude would be enhanced. In the immediate vicinity of
cherrystem roads and boundary roads solitude would be locally impacted by
vehicle travel.

On the 14,341 acres not designated as wilderness, naturalness would be
lost on 22 acres due to 2 miles of mining exploration roads (3 acres) and
10 miles of selsmic lines (10 acres). WNaturalness and opportunities for
solitude would be lost over a 2400 acre area due to harvesting of
‘Christmas trees and firewood.

(:;)) Impacts on Recreational Off—Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close 41,324 acres and 13 miles of vehicle ways
to recreational ORV use. Recreational vehicle use of approximately 310
visitor days would be eliminated annually from the WSA. Public land that
offers similar opportunities for recreational ORV use Is located throughout
the region, Therefore, recreational use forgone would be absorbed on
surrounding public lands.

‘The 14,341 acres not desifmated wilderness would remain open to ORV use.

"Conclusion. Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 41,324 acres
designated wilderness and 310 visitor days would be forgone annually.

The impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be
negligible. On the 14,341 acres not designated wilderness, recreational
ORYV use would continue.

" Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

The 41,324 acres recommended as suitable for wilderness designation would be
withdrawn from all forms of mineral entiy and mineral leasing. An open pit
precious metals mine would be developed in the Erickson Canyon area.
Activities assoclated with exploration and development include 20 miles of new
road construction, the open pit, tailings, waste dumps, heap leach pads and
site facilities. Surface disturbance associated with these activities is

estimated to be 300 acres. Thirty miles of seismic exploration lines along
the eastern border of the suitable area would be precluded by wilderness
designation.
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The 14,341 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation would
remain open for mineral entry and mineral leasing. The area of high potential

-for metallics is anticipated to recelve 2 miles of exploration roads and 20

drill pads. Exploration for oil and gas is expected to result in 10 miles -of
geismic lines. These activities are not predicted to result in an economic

discovery leading to development.

Conclusions. Exploration for mineral resources would be precluded on the
41,324 acres recommended for wilderness designation. This includes 30
miles of seismic lines along the eastern border of the suitable area. An
open pit preclous metals mine would be developed in the suitable area
inecluding 20 miles of new roads, tailings, waste dumps, heap leach pads
and the pit.

The 14,341 acres .recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation
would remain open to all forms of mineral entry and leasing. Exploration
for precilous metals is expected to result in 2 miles of exploratory
access roads and 20 drill pads. Exploration for oll and gas is expected
to occur along the western portion resulting in 10 miles of seismic lines.

.Impacts on Woodland Products Harvest

Woodlands within the resource produce an estimated 3,500 Christmas trees and
6,750 cords of firewcod that can be harvested annually and still maintain the
resource. Public demand for Christmas trees exceeds supply and demand for
firewood is expected to exceed supply in the foreseeable future. The suitable
area is estimated to produce an annual uleld of 445 Christmas trees and 350
cords of firewood. Wilderness designation would preclude this harvest,
reducing the resource area annual harvest by approximately 13% for Christmas
trees and 5% for firewood.

Harvest on the nonsuitable area would not be impacted. The area would
continue to be harvested at the annual yield of 155 Christmas trees and 125
cords of firewood.

Conclusion: Wilderness designation would preclude the harvest of
woodland products in the suitable area, reducing the resource area's
total annual harvest of Christmas trees by 13% (445 trees) and firewood
by 5% (350 cords).

Adverse Impacts Which Cannot Be Avoided

On the 41,324 acres designated wilderness, the only unaveidable adverse
impacts would be the loss of entry to minerals.

On the 14,341 acres designated nonwilderness, the unavoidable adverse impacts
would be those associated with the loss of wilderness values from mineral
exploration, ORV use and woodland product harvest. Some of these impacts may
be reduced by careful examination and mitigating stipulations in approved
Notices of Intent and Plans of Operations.

Relationship Between Local Short-Term-Uses of Man's Environment and the
Maintenance and Enbhancement of Long-Term Productivity.
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On the 41,324 acres designated wilderness, the wilderness wvalues would be
protected, except in areas of valid discoveries.

- On the 14,341 acres not designated wilderness, all present uses would

continue. Motorized recreational use, mineral exploration and woodland
product harvest would reduce wildermess values,

frreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources

On the 41,324 acres designated wilderness, no irreversible or irretrievable
commitments of wilderness values is expected, except in areas of valid
discoveries.

On the 14,341 acres designated nonwilderness, mineral exploration and weoodland
product harvest would create an 1rreversible commitment of wilderness

resources.

All Wilderness Alternative

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, all 55,665 acres of public land in the
Bluebell WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the elimination of
woodland product harvest, mineral withdrawal, and ORV closure in the
designated wilderness and the resulting effects on woodland product and
mineral development, recreational ORV use, and the protection of wilderness
values.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

Under the All Wilderness Alternative all 55,665 acres of the Bluebell WSA
would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation and all wilderness
values would be protected over the long-term. Wilderness values of
naturalness, opportunities for solitude, and the supplemental features of
diversity of wildlife, and vistas would be retained in the majority of the
WSA. An open pit mine would be developed in the Erickson Canyon area
resulting in 300 acres of surface disturbance. Naturalness would be lost inw

-this area. Sights and sounds from the mining operation would result in a loss

of opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation on
approximately 5,000 acres (10%) in the Erickson Canyon area.

Wilderness designation would close the entire 55,665 acres of the Bluebell WSA
to all forms of woodland product harvest and recreational ORV use.
Opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would be
enhanced along vehicle ways. Vegetative screening would not be reduced by
woodcutting. Motorized vehicle use would countinue along cherrystem roads and
boundary roads resulting in local impacts to solitude. Wilderness values in
the vicinity of cherrystem roads and boundary roads would be adversely
impacted due to uncontrolled motorized use.

Conclusion. Wilderness values of naturalness and opportunities for
solitude and primitive recreation would be retained within the Bluebell

WSA, except in the Erickson Canyon area and along the immediate vieinity
of cherrystem roads and boundary roads.
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Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close the entire 55,665 acre Bluebell WSA to all
forms of recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use of approximately 480
visitor days would be eliminated annually from the WSA. Public land that
offers similar opportunities for recreatlonal ORV use is located throughout
the region. Therefore, recreational ORV use forgone in the WSA would be
absorbed on surrounding public lands.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use of 480 visitor days would be foregonme
annually. The impacts of shifting this use to other publiec lands would
be negligible.

Impacts on Development of Mineral resources

A1l lands within the Bluebell WSA would be withdrawn from mineral entry.
Exploration for precious metals, including 2 miles of roads and 20 drill pads
would be precluded. Due to the absence of a known economic discovery, it is
not predic¢ted that any development of these minerals would be foregone. A
precious metals open pit mine would be developed in the Erickson Canyon area.

All lands within the WSA would be withdrawn from mineral leasing. Exploration
for 01l and gas resources would be foregone. TForty miles of seismic 1lines
would be precluded. Based on historic Nevada success ratios, no oil or gas
discoveries are predicted to be foregone.

Conclusion. 0il and gas exploration activities in the Bluebell WSA would
be foregone. Exploration for precious metals would be foregone. A
precious metals open pit mine would be developed in Erickson Canyon.

Impacts on Weoodland Product Harvest

The WSA would not be available for Christmas tree and firewood cutting. The
harvest of up to 600 Christmas trees and 475 cords of firewood per year would

be foregone, reducing the resource area's annual harvest of Christmas trees by
17% and firewood by 77%.
Conclusion. The WSA would not be available for Christmas tree and
firewood cutting. The harvest of up to 600 Christmas trees and 475 cords
of firewood per year would be foregone, reducing the resource area's
annual harvest of Christmas trees by 17Z and firewood by 77%.

No Wilderness Alternatilve

Under the propoéed action, the entire 55,665 acres of the Bluebell WSA would
be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the harvest of woodland

products, recreational ORV use and development of mineral resources, and the
resulting impacts on wilderness values in the long term.
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Impacts on Wilderness Values

The entire WSA would be open to mineral entry and leasing. All potential
mineral resources would be available for exploration and development. The
only development anticipated is an open pit precious metals mine in the
Erickson Canyon area resulting in 300 acres of surface disturbance.
Exploration for precious metals is expected to occur in the high potential
area resulting in 2 miles of additional roads. HNo development is
anticipated. Exploration for o1l and gas is expected to occur along the
western and eastern borders of the WSA resulting in 40 miles of seismic
lines. No development is anticipated. These activities would result in loss
of nmaturalness. Sights and sounds from traffic and construction related to
mineral development would lower the quality of solitude in the WSA.
Qutstanding opportunities for solitude would be lost.

Sights and sounds from the collection of 600 Christmas trees and 475 cords of
firewood per year would have an adverse impact on solitude and naturalness.
On over the long—term, harvesting of Christmas trees and firewood would occur
on approximately 9,300 acres. Woodeutting would reduce the vegetative
screening. The sound of chainsaws would interrupt the feeling of solitude
within the WSA. Stumps and slash would also be evident in the WSA, affecting
naturalness.

ORV uge is estimated to be about 240 visitor days annually and is expected to
remain below 480 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. Motorized

-use would continue on the ways throughout the WSA, Sights and sounds from

recreational off-road vehicle use would have an adverse impact on solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation opportunities.

Conclusion. The Bluebell WSA's wilderness values of naturalness, and
outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation would be lost-due to woodcutting, ORV use and minerals
exploration and development. '

Impacts on Recreational 0ff-Road Vehicle Use

The WSA would remain open to ORV use. Recreational ORV use is exygeted to
increase to 480 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on recreatiomal ORV use.
Tmpacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the WSA would remain open for mineral entry. All potential
mineral resources would be available for exploration and development. An open
plt mine would be developed in Erickson Canyon and exploration for precious
metals would occur in the high potential area.

A1l lands within the WSA would remaln open for mineral leasing. Exploration
for oil and gas would occur on the western and eastern portions of the WSA and
would result Iin forty miles of seismic exploration lines. No ocil and gas
discoveries are predicted based on historic success ratios in Nevada.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on mineral exploration and
development in the Bluebell WSA.
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- Impacts on Woodland Product Harvest

The entire WSA would be open to harvest. Up to 600 Christmas trees and 475
cords of firewood per year would be harvested.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on woodland product harvest in the
Bluebell WSA.

Altérnative A (Partial Wilderness Designation)

.Under this alternative Action, 25,830 acres of the Bluebell WSA would be

recommended suitable for wilderness designation and 29,835 acres would be
recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the development of
mineral resources, the harvest of woodland products and the resulting impacts
on wilderness values in the long term.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

Wilderness values on the 25,830 acres recommended suitable for wilderness
designation would receive the special long-term protection provided by
wilderness designation. The areas of the most spectacular scenery and
outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation and naturalness would be
retained. ' )

The suitable portion of the WSA, including 5 miles of vehicle ways, would be
closed to recreational ORV use., This action would eliminate approximately 120
visitor days of recreational ORV use that are projected to occur in the area.
This would improve the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation because of the near elimination of surface
disturbance and because visitors would not encounter or hear ORV users in the
area., However, three cherrystem roads and the southern boundary road would be
available for vehicle use by the public to access the wilderness area and by
livestock operators to manage their livestock within the area. In the
immediate vicinity of the boundary and cherrystem roads, where uncontrolled
motorized use would occur, solitude would be adversely impacted. .

An open pit precious metals mine would be developed in the suitable area in
Erickson Canyon. Mining activities would cause surface disturbance over a 300
acre area. The natural landscape on 300 acres and opportunities for solitude
and primitive recreation on 5000 acres in the Erickson Canyon area would be
lost.

The 29,835 acres not designated wilderness, including 15 miles of wvehicle
ways, would remain open for recreatiomal ORV use. About 2 miles of road (3
acres) would be built in this area to explore for precious metals, and oil and
gas exploration would result in 40 miles of seismic lines (39 acres) along the
eastern and western borders of the WSA totalling 42 acres of surface
disturbance. Wood cutting would result in the annual removal of 325 Christmas
tree and 255 cords of firewood. These actions would reduce the naturalness
and opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation.
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Conclusion. The 25,830 acres designated as wilderness would maintain
long-term naturalness, solitude and opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation. In the immediate areas of the closed ways,
naturalness and solitude would be enhanced. In the immediate vicinity of
cherrystem roads and boundary roads, solitude would be adversely impacted
due to continue use of motorized vehicles. Wilderness values that exist
in the Erickson Canyon area would be lost on 5000 acres due to the

" development of an open pit mine.

On the 29,835 acres managed for other than wilderness, naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would
be reduced because of continued recreational ORV use, mineral exploratiom
activities, and harvest of woodland products.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close 25,830 acres and 5 miles of vehicle ways to

recreational ORV use. Recreational vehicle use of approximately 120 visitor
days would be eliminated annually from the WSA. Public land that offers -
similar opportunities for recreatiomal ORV use is located throughout the
region. Therefore, recreational use forgone would be absorbed on surrounding
public lands-

The 29,835 acres not designated wilderness would remain open to ORV use.

- Recreational ORV use levels would increase but remain under 360 visitor days

annually for the foreseeable future.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 25,830 acres
designated wilderness and 120 visitor days would be forgone annually.

The impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be
negligible. On the 29,835 acres not designated wilderness, recreational
ORV use would continue to increase but would not exceed 360 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.

Tmpacts on Development of Mineral Resources

The 25,830 acres recommended as suitable for wilderness designation would be
withdravm from all forms of mineral entry and mineral leasing. An open pit
precious metals mine would be developed In the Erickson Canyon area.
Activities associated with exploration and development of the mine include
four miles on new road construction, the open pit, tailings, waste dumps and
heap leach pads. Surface disturbance associated with these activities is
estimated to be 300 acres.

No other exploration or development of mineral resources 1s anticipated and
none would be foregomne.

The 29,835 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation would
remain open for mineral entry and mineral leasing. The area of high mineral
potential for metallics is anticipated to receive 2 miles of exploration roads
and 20 drill pads. This is not predicted to result in an economic discovery
leading to development.
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Conclusions. In the 25,830 acres recommended suitable an open pit
precious metals mine in the Erickson Canyon area would be developed
including 20 miles of new roads, tailings, waste dumps, heap leach pads
and the pit.

The 29,835 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation
would remain open to all forms of mineral entry and leasing. Exploration
for precious metals is expected to result‘in 2 miles of exploratory
access roads and 20 drill pads. Exploration for oil and gas is expected
to result in 40 miles of seismic lines along the western and eastern-
borders of the WSA.

Impacts on Woodland Products Harvest

Harvest of up to 275 Christmas trees and 220 cords of firewood would be
foregone in the suitable area, reducing the resource area's, total annual
harvest for Christmas trees by 8% and for firewood by 37%.

Coriclusion: Harvest of up to 275 Christmas trees and 220 cords of
firewood would be foregone in the suitable area, reducing the resource
area's total annual harvest for Christmas trees by 8% and for firewood by
3%.

Alternative B (Partial Wilderness Designation)

Under Alternative B, 48,308 acres of the Bluebell WSA would be recommended
suitable for wilderness designation and 7,357 acres would be recommended
nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the development of
mineral resources, the harvest of woodland products and the resulting impacts
on wilderness values in the long term.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

Wilderness values on the 48,308 acres recommended suitable for wildermess

* designation would receive the special long-term protection provided by -

wilderness designation. The areas of the most spectacular scenery and

outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation and naturalness would be
retained. '

The suitable portion of the WSA, including 17 miles of vehicle ways, would be
closed to recreatlonal ORV use. This action would eliminate approximately 400
visitor days of recreational ORV use that are projected to occur in the area.
This would improve the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude and
primitive and unconflined recreation slightly because of the near elimination
of surface disturbance and because visitors would not encounter or hear ORV
users in the area, However, five cherrystem roads in the WSA and boundary
roads would be available for vehicle use by the public to access the
wilderness area and by livestock operators to manage their livestock within
the aréa. In the immediate vicinity of the boundary and cherrystem roads,
where uncontrolled motorized use would occur, solitude would be adversely
impqpted- T _ SE e
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An open pit precious metals mine would be developed in the suitable area in
Erickson Canyon. Activities assoeciated with the mine would include 20 miles
of new road construction, tailing, waste dumps, heap leach pads and the open
pit. . Mining activities would cause surface disturbance over a 300 acre area.
This mining activity would adversely impact naturalness and solitude on 5000
acres in the Erickson Canyon area. The natural landscape and opportunities
for solitude and primitive recreation in the Erickson Canyon area would be
lost.

The 7,357 acres not designated wildermess, including 3 miles of vehicle ways,
would remain open for recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use on this
parcel would remain below B0 visitor days annually for the foreseeable

future. About 2 miles of road would be bullt in this area to explore for
precious metals, and oil and gas exploration would result in 20 miles of
seismic lines. Wood cutting in the area would result in the annual removal of
80 Christmas tree and 60 cords of firewood. These actions would reduce the
naturalness and opportunities for scolitude and primitive recreation.

Conclusion. The majority of the 48,308 acres designated as wilderness
would maintain long-term naturalness, solitude and opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation. In the immediate areas of the
tlosed ways, naturalness and solitude would be enhanced. In the
immediate vicinity of cherrystem roads and boundary roads, continued
motorized vehicle use would impact solitude.

On the 7,357 acres managed for other than wilderness, naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would
be reduced because of continued recreaticnal ORV use, mineral exploration
activities, and harvest of woodland products.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehiple Use

Wilderness designation would close 48,308 acres and 17 miles of vehicle ways
to recreational ORV use. Recreational vehicle use of approximately 400
vigsitor days would be eliminated annually from the WSA. Public land that
offers similar opportunities for recreational ORV use 1s located throughout
the region. Therefore, recreational use forgone would be absorbed on -
surrounding public 1ands. . T

‘-?r:

The 7,357 acres not designated wilderness would remaln open to ORV use.
Recreational ORV use levels would increase but remain under 80 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 48,308 acres
designated wilderness and 400 visitor days would be forgone annually.

The impacts of shifting this. use to other public lands would be
negligible.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

The 48,308 acres recommended as suitable for wilderness designation would be
withdrawn from all forms of mineral entry and mineral leasing. An open pit
preclous metals mine would be developed in the Erickson Canyon area.
Activitles associated with exploration and development include 20 miles on new
road construction, the open pit, tailings, waste dumps and heap leach pads.
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Surface disturbance associated with these activities is estimated to be 300
acres. Forty miles of seismic exploration lines along the eastern and western
borders of the suitable area would be foregone.

The 7,357 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation would.
remain open for mineral entry an nineral leasing. The area of high potential
for metallics, is anticipated to receive 2 miles of exploration roads and 20
drill pads. This is not predicted to result in an economic discovery leadiug
to development.

Conclusions. Exploration for mineral resources would be precluded on the
48,308 acres recommended for wilderness designation. This includes 40
miles of seismlic lines along the eastern and western borders of the
suitable area. An open pit precious metals mine would be developed in
the Erickson Canyon area.

The 7,357 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation
would remain open to all forms of mineral entry and leasing. Exploration
for precious metals 1s expected to result in 2 miles of exploratory
access roads and 20 drill pads. Exploration for oil and gas is not
expected to occur in this area.

Impacts on Woodland Products Harvest

Harvest of up to 520 Christmas trees and 415 cords of firewood would be
foregone in the suitable area, reducing the resource area's total annual
harvest of Christmas trees by 15% and firewood by 6%. Harvest in the
nonsuitable area would not be impacted and 1s expected to reach 80 Christmas
trees and 60 cords of firewood annually.

Conclusion: Harvest of up to 520 Christmas trees and 415 cords of
firewood would be foregone in the suitable area, reducing the resource
area’s total annual harvest of Christmas trees by 15% and firewood by
6%. Harvest in the nonsultable area would not be impacted and is
expected to reach 80 Christmas trees and 60 cords of firewood annually.

st GOSHUTE PEAK WSA (NV-010-033) C e

Proposed Action {(Partial Wilderness Designation)

Under the Proposed Action, 61,004 acres of the Goshute Peak WSA would -be
recommended suitable for wilderness designation and 8,766 acres would be-"
recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the exploration for
mineral resources, the harvest of woodland products, and recreational ORV use
and the resulting impacts on wilderness values in the long term.

Iwpacts on Wilderness Values

Wilderness values on the 61,004 acres recommended suitable for wilderness
designation would recelve the special long-term legislative ‘protection -
provided by wilderness designation. The areas of the most spectacular scenery
and outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation and naturalness would
be retained. :
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The suitable portion of the WSA, including 21 miles of vehicle ways, would be
closed to recreational ORV use. This action would eliminate approximately 960
visitor days of recreational ORV use that are projected to occur in the area.
This would improve the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation because of the near elimination of surface
disturbance and because visitors would not encounter or hear ORV users in the
area. However, one cherrystem roads and boundary roads would be avallable for
vehicle use by the public to access the wilderness area and by livestock
operators to manage their livestock within the area. In the immediate
vieinity of the boundary and cherrystem roads, where uncontrolled motorized
uge would occur, solitude would be adversely impacted.

The 8,766 acres not designated wilderness, including 6 miles of vehicle ways,
would remain open for recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use on this
parcel would remain below 240 visitor days annually for the foreseeable
future. About 2 miles of road and 120 drill pads (15 acres) would be built in
this area to explore for precious metals, and oil and gas exploration would
result in 10 miles (10 acres) of seismic lines. Wood cutting would result in
the annual removal of 80 Christmas tree and 100 cords of firewood.
Approximately 60% of the trees would be removed over a 75 acres area

annually. Although 40% of the trees would be left, vegetative screening would
be reduced. The presence of stumps would result in the loss of naturalness.
Sights and sounds from woodcutting activities would cause a loss in solitude.
It is estimated that, over the long—term, naturalness and opportunities for
solitude would be lost on 2,000 acres of woodlands. '

Conclusion. On the 61,004 acres désignated as wilderness naturalness,
solitude and opportunities for primitive and uncqnfined recreation would
be maintained. In the immediate areas of the closed ways, naturalness
and solitude would be enhanced. In the immediate vicinity of cherrystem
roads and boundary roads, continued use of motorized vehicles would
adversely impact solitude, -

On the 8,766 acres managed for other than wilderness, naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would
be reduced because of continued recreational ORV use, mineral exploration
activities and harvest of woodland products.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close 61,004 acres and 21 miles of vehicle ways
to recreational ORV use. Recreational vehicle use of approximately 960
vigsitor days would be eliminated annually from the WSA. Public land that
offers similar opportunities for recreational ORV use is located throughout
the region. Therefore, recreational use forgone would be absorbed on
surrounding public lands.

The 8,766 acres not designated wilderness including 6 miles of ways and 12
wiles of new mining roads would remain open to QRV use. Recreational ORV use
levels would increase but remain under 240 visitor days annually for the
foreseeable future.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 61,004 acres
designated wilderness and 960 visitor days would be forgone annually.

The impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be
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negligible. On the 8,766 acres not designated wilderness, recreational
ORV use would continue to increase but would not exceed 240 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

The 61,004 acres recommended as suitable for wilderness designation would be
withdrawn from all forms of mineral entry and mineral leasing. No exploration
or development of precious metals would be foregone in this area due to the
absence of known economic deposits. Exploration for oil and gas would be
foregone. Three miles of seilsmic lines would be precluded.

The 8,766 acres recommended as nonsuitable for willderness designation would
remain open for mineral entry an mineral leasing. Exploration for precious
metals 1s expected to result in 12 miles of new road construction and 120
drill pads. These are not predicted to result in an economic discovery
leading to development.

Exploration for oil and gas 1s expected to result in seven miles of seismic
lines. This would not lead to development.

Conclusions. Exploration for oil and gas would be precluded on the
61,004 acres recommended for wilderness designation. Three miles of
seismic lines along the southeastern border of the suitable area would be
precluded.

The 8,766 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation
would remain open to all forms of mineral entry and leasing. Exploration
for precious metals is expected to result in 12 miles of exploratory
access roads and 120 drill pads. Exploration for o0il and gas is expected
to result in seven miles of selsmic lines.

Impacts on Woodland Products Harvast

Woodlands within the resource produce an estimated 3,500 Christmas trees and
6,750 cords of firewood that can be harvested annually and still malntain the
resource:... Public demand for Christmas trees exceeds supply and demand for
firewood 18 expected to exceed supply in the foreseeable future. The suitable
area is estimated to produce an annual yield of 520 Christmas trees and 670
cords of firewood., Wilderness designation would preclude this harvest,
reducing the resource area annual harvest by approximately 15% for Christmas
trees and 107 for firewood. A

Harvest on the nonsuitable area would not be impacted. The area would

continue to be harvested at the annual yield of 80 Christmas trees and 100
cords of firewocod.

Conclusion: Wilderness designation would preclude the harvest of
woodland products in the sultable area, reducing the resource area's
total annual barvest of Christmas trees by 15% (520 trees) and filrewocod
by 10% (670 cords).
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Adverse Impacts Which Cannot Be Avoided

(ﬂt)t On the 61,004 acres designated Wilderness the only unaﬁoidable adverse

impacts would be the loss of entry to minerals.

On the 8,766 acres designated nonwilderness, the unavoidahle adverse impacts
would be those associated with the loss of wilderness values from mineral
exploration, ORV use and woodland product harvest. Some of these impacts may
be reduced by careful examination and mitigating stipulations in approved
Notices of Intent and Plans of Operatioms.

Relationship Between Local Short-Term Uses of Man's Environment and the -
Maintenance and Enhancement of Long—-Term Productivity.

" On the 61,004 acres designated wilderness, the wilderness values would be

protected, except in areas of valid discoveries.

On the 8,766 acres not designated wilderness, dll present uses would
continue. Motorized recreational use, mineral exploration and woodland

"product harvest would reduce wilderness values over the long—term.

Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources

On the 61,004 acres designated wilderness, no irreversible or irretrievable
comnits of wilderness values 1s expected, exXcept in areas of wvalid discoveries.

On the 8,766 acres designated nonwilderness, mineral exploration and woodland

product harvest would create an irreversible commitment of wilderness
resources.

All Wiiderness Alternative

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, all 69,770 acres of public land in the
Goshute Peak WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation,
The pfimary impacts under this alternative relate to the elimination of
woodland product harvest, mineral withdrawal, and ORV closure in the
designated wilderness and the resulting effects on woodland product and

mineral development, recreational ORV use, and the protection of wilderness
values, '

Impacts on Wilderness Values

All 69,770 acres of the Goshute Peak WSA would be protected over the
long—term. Wilderness values of naturalmess, opportunities for solitude and

_primitive and unconfined recreation would be retained.

Wilderness designation would close the entire Goshute Peak WSA to all forms of
woodland product harvest and recreatiomal ORV use. This action would
eliminate approximately 1200 visitor days of recreational ORV that are
projected to occur annually in the area and preclude the harvest of 600
Christmas trees and 770 cords of firewood. This would improve the area's
naturalness, solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation. Solitude in
the immediate vicinity of cherrystem roads and boundary roads would be
adversely impacted due to uncontrolled motorized use.
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Conclusion. Wilderness values of naturalness and opportunities for -
solitude and primitive recreation would be retained in the Goshute Peak
WSA, except along cherrystem roads and boundary roads wilderness values
would. be adversely impacted by motorized access.

Tmpacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close the entire 69,770 acre Goshute Peak WSA to
all forms of recreational ORV use. Recreatlonal ORV use of approximately 1200
visitor days would be eliminated annually from the WSA. Public land that

of fers similar opportunities for recreational ORV use 1s located throughout
the region. Therefore, recreational ORV use forgone in the WSA would be
absorbed on surrounding public lands, '

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use of 1200 visitor days would be foregome
annually. The impacts of shifting this use to other publie lands would
be negligible,

. Impacts on Development of Mineral resources

All lands within the Goshute Peak WSA would be withdrawn from mineral entry.
Exploration for precious metals, including 12 miles of roads and 120 drill
pads would be precluded. Due to the absence of a known economic discovery, it
is not predicted that any development of these minerals would be foregone.

A1l lands within the WSA would be withdrawn from mineral leasing. Exploration
for 0il and gas resources would be precluded. Ten wmiles of seilsmic lines
would be precluded. Based on historic Nevada success ratios, no oil or gas
discoveries are predicted to be foregome.

Conclusion. There would be impacts to mineral exploration activities in
the Goshute Peak WSA. Exploration for precious metals as well as oil and
gas would be foregone.

Impacts on Woodland Product Harvest

The WSA would h6f be available for Christmas tree and firewood cutting. The

-harvest of up to 600 Christmas trees and 770 cords of firewood per year would

be foregone, reducing the resource area's total annual harvest for Christmas
trees by 177 and firewood by 11%.

Conclusion. The WSA would not be avallable for Christmas tree and
firewood cutting. The harvest of up to 600 Christmas trees and 770 cords
of firewood per year would be foregone, reducing the resource area's
total annual harvest for Christmas trees by 17% and firewood by 11%.

No Wilderness Alternative

Under the proposed action, the entire 69,770 acres of the Goshute Peak WSA
would be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary Iimpacts under this alternative relate to the harvest of woodland

products, recreational ORV use and development of mineral resources, and the
resulting impacts on wilderness values 'in the long term.
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Impacts on Wilderness Values

The entire WSA would be open to mineral eantry and leasing. All potential
mineral resources would be available for exploration and development.
Exploration for preclous metals is expected to occur in the northwest and
southeast portion of the WSA resulting in 12 miles of new road disturbing 15
acres. Exploration for oil and gas is expected to occur along the westera and
eastern borders of the WSA resulting in 10 wiles of seismic lines and
disturbing 10 acres. These activities would result in loss of naturalness on
25 acres. Sights and sounds from traffic and construction related to miperal
exploration would lower the quality of solitude in the WSA. Outstanding
opportunities for solitude would be lost in these areas.

.8ights and sounds from the collection of 600 Christmas trees and 770 cords of
firewood per year would have an adverse lmpact on solitude and naturalness.

The sound of chainsaws would interrupt the feeling of solitude within the
WSA. Stumps and slash would also be evident in the WSA, affecting naturalness

.on approximately 15,100 acres over the long-term.

ORV use is estimated to be about 640 visitor days annually and is expected to
remain below 1200 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. Motorized

- use would continue on the ways throughout the WSA., Sights and sounds from

recreational off-road vehicle use would have an adverse impact on solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation opportunities.

Conclusion. The Goshute Peak WSA's wlilderness values of naturalness, and
outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation would be lost over the long—term due to mineral exploration,
woodeutting and ORV use.

Impacts on Recreational 0ff-Road Vehicle Use

The WSA would remain open to ORV use. Recreational ORV use 1Is expected to
increase to 1200 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future.

Conclusion, There would be no adverse impact on recreational ORV use.

w0

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the WSA would remaln open for mineral entry. All potential
mineral resources would be available for exploration and development.
Exploration for precicus metals would occur resulting in 12 wmiles of new

roads., Due to the absence of any known economlec deposits development is not
expected. .

All lands within the WSA would remain open for mineral leasing. Exploration
for o0il and gas would occur on the western and eastern portions of the WSA and
would result in 10 miles of selsmic exploration lines. No oil and gas
discoveries are predicted based on historic success ratios in Nevada.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on expleoration for mineral
resources in the Goshute Peak WSA.
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Impacts on Woodland Product Harvest

The entire WSA would be open to harvest. Up to 600 Christmas trees and 770
cords of firewood per year would be harvested.

Conclusion. There would be no lmpact on woodland product harvest in the
Goshute Peak WSA.

Alternative A (Partial Wilderness Designatidn)

Under this alternative, 45,618 acres of the Goshute Peak WSA would be
recommended suitable for wilderness designation and 24,152 acres would be
recoumended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the development of
mineral resources, the harvest of woodland products, recreational ORV use and
the resulting impacts on wllderness values in the long term.

Twpacts on Wilderness Values

Wilderness values on the 45,618 acres recommended suiéable for wilderness
designation would receive the special long-term protection provided by
wilderness designation. The areas of the most spectacular scenery and

outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation and naturalness would be
retained.

~"The suitable portion of the WSA, including 12 wiles of vehicle ways, would be

closed to recreational ORV use. This action would eliminate approximately 530
visitor days of recreational ORV use that are projected to occur in the area.
This would improve the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation because of the near elimination of surface
disturbance and because visitors would not encounter or hear ORV users in the
area. However, one cherrystem road and boundary roads would be available for
vehicle use by the public to access the wllderness area and by livestock
operators to manage their livestock within the area. In the immediate
vicinity of the boundary and cherrystem roads, where uncontrolled motorlzed

" use would occur, solitude would be adversely impacted.

The 24,152 acres not designated wilderness, 1ncluding 15 miles of vehicle
ways, would remain open for recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use on
this parcel would remain below 670 visitor days annually for the foreseeable
future. About 12 miles of road (15 acres) would be built in this area to
explore for precious metals, and oil and gas exploration would result in 10

~miles (10 acres) of seismic lines, disturbing a total of 25 acres. Wood

cutting would result in the annual removal of 65 Christmas tree and 100 cords
of firewood. These actions would reduce the naturalness and opportunities for
solitvude and.primitive recreation over an area of approximately 15,700 acres.

Conclusion. On the 45,618 acres designated as wilderness long—term
naturalness, solitude and opportunities for primitive and unconfined
recreation would be maintained. In the immediate areas of the closed
ways, naturalness and solitude would be enhanced. In the immediate

viclnity of cherrystem roads and boundary roads motorized vehicle use
would impact solitude.
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On the 24,152 acres managed for other than wilderness, naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would
be reduced because of continued recreational ORV use, mineral exploration
activities and harvest of woodland products. -

Tmpacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use
Wilderness designation would close 45,618 acres and 12 miles of vehicle ways

to recreational ORV use. Recreational vehicle use of approximately 530
visitor days would be eliminated annually from the WSA. Public land that

‘offers similar opportunities for recreational ORV use is located throughout

the region. Therefore, recreational use forgone would be absorbed on
surrounding public lands.

The 25,152 acres not designated wilderness would remain open to ORV use,
Recreational ORV use levels would increase but remain under 670 visitor days

‘annually for the foreseeable future.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 45,618 acres
designated wilderness and 530 visitor days would be forgone annually.

The impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be
negligible. On the 24,152 acres not designated wilderness, recreational
ORV use would continue to increase but would not exceed 670 wvisitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

The 45,618 acres recommended as suitable for wilderness designation would be
withdrawn from all forms of mineral entry and mineral leasing. No exploration
or development of mineral resources would be foregone as no economic deposits
are known to occur Iin the suitable area. '

The 24,152 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation would
remain open for mineral entry an mineral leasing. Exploration for precious
metals is anticipated to result in 12 miles of exploration roads and 120 drill

pads. This is not predicted to result in an economic discovery leading to
development. e

Exploration for oil and gas would result in 10 miles of seismic lines but
would not lead to development in the area.

Conclusions. There would be no impact to exploration and development of
mineral resources.

Impacts on Woodland Products Harvest

Harvest of up to 535 Christmas trees and 670 cords of firewood would be
foregone in the suitable area, reducing the resource area's total annual
harvest of Christmas tree by 15% and firewood by 10%Z. Harvest in the
nonsuitable area would not be impacted and 1is expected to reach 65 Christmas
trees and 100 cords of firewood amnually.
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Conclusion:  Harvest of up to 535 Christmas trees and 670 cords of
firewood would be foregone In the sultable area, reducing the resource
area's total annual harvest of Christmas tree by 15% and firewood by
10%. Harvest in the nonsultable area would not be impacted and is
expected to reach 65 Christmas trees and 100 cords of firewocod annually.

Alternative B (Partial Wildernegs Designation)

Under Alternative B, 65,585 acres of the Goshute Peak WSA would be recommended
guitable for wilderness designation and 4,185 acres would be recommended
nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the development of
mineral resources, the harvest of woodland products, recreational ORV use and
the resulting lwmpacts on wilderness values in the long term.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

Wilderness values on the 65,585 acres recommended suitable for wilderness
designation would receive the special long~term legislative protection
provided by wilderness designation. The areas of the most spectacular scenery
and outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation and naturalness would
be retained. -

The suitable portion of the WSA, including 24 miles of vehlcle ways, would be
closed to recreational ORV use. This action would eliminate approximately
1060 visitor days of recreational ORV use that are projected to occur in the
area. This would improve the area's maturalness and opportunities for
solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation because of the near
elimination of surface disturbance and because visitors would not encounter or
hear ORV users in the area. However, one cherrystem road and boundary roads
would be available for vehicle use by the public to access the wilderness area
and by livestock operators to marage their livestock within the area. 1In the
immediate vicinity of the boundary and cherrystem roads, where uncontrolled
motorized use would occur, solitude values would be adversely impacted.

" The 4,185 acres not desiggated wilderness, including 3 miles of vehicle ways

and 10 miles of mining road, would remaln open for recreationmal ORV use.
Recreational ORV use on this parcel would remain below 140 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future. About 10 miles of road (15 acres) would
be built in this area to explore for precious metals, and oil and gas
exploration would result in 3 miles (3 acres) of seismic lines disturbing a
total of 18 acres. Wood cutting would not occur, as the nonsultable area does
not contaln harvestable products. These actions would reduce the naturalness
and opportunities for solitude and primitive recreatiom.

Conclusion., The 65,585 acres designated as wilderness would maintain
long-term naturalness, solitude and opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation. In the immediate areas of the closed ways,
naturalness and solitude would be enhanced. Solitude along boundary and
cherrystem roads would be adversely ilmpacted by continued motorized
vehicle use.
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On the 4,185 acres managed for other khan wilderness, naturalpess and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would
be lost because of contiaued recreational ORV use and mineral exploration
activities.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close 65,585 acres and 24 miles of vehicle ways
to recreational ORV use. Recreational vehlcle use of approximately 1060
visitor days would be eliminated annually from the WSA. Public land that
offers similar opportunitles for recreational ORV use is located throughout
'the region. Therefore, recreational use forgone would be absorbed on
surrounding public lands.

The 4,185 acres not designated wilderness would remain open to ORV use.
Recreational ORV use levels would increase but remain under 140 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 65,585 acres
designated wilderness and 1060 visitor days would be forgone annually.
The impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be
negligible. On the 4,185 acres not designated wilderness, recreational
ORV use would continue to increase but would not exceed 140 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.

Tmpacts on‘Development of Mineral Resources

The 65,585 acres recommended as suitable for wilderness designation would be
withdrawn from all forms of mineral entry and mineral leasing. Exploration
for precious metals would be foregone In northwest portion of the WSA,
precluding 2 miles of new roads and 20 drill pads. Exploration for oil and
gas would be foregone along the western boundary of the WSA, precluding 3
miles of seismic lines.

The 4,185 acres recommended as nonsultable for wilderness designation would
remain open for mineral entry and mineral leasing. Exploration for preclous
metals, 1s anticipated to result in_ 1Q~m11es of exploration roads and 100
drill pads. This is not predicted to" result in an economle discovery leading
to development.

Conclusions. Exploration for oil and gas and precious metals would be
precluded on the 65,585 acres recommended for wilderness designation.
This includes 7 miles of seismic lines and 10 miles of new roads along
the southeastern border of the suitable area.

The 4,185 acvres recommended as nonsultable for wilderness designation
would remain open to all forms of mineral entry and leasing. Exploration
for precious wetals is expected to result in 2 miles of exploratory
access roads and 20 drill pads, and exploration for oil and gas is

- expected to result in 3 miles of seismic lines in the southeastern
portion of the WSA.
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Impacts on Woodland Products Harvest

Woodland products avallable for harvest only occur in the suitable portion of
the WSA., Under this alternative all 600 Christmas trees and 770 cords of
firewood would be precluded from harvest, reducing the resource area's total
annual harvest of Christmas trees by 177 and firewood by 11%.

Conclusion: Woodland products available for harvest only occur in the
suitable portion of the WSA. Under this altermative 3ll 600 Christmas
trees and 770 cords of firewood would be precluded from harvest, reducing
the resource area's total annual harvest of Christmas trees by 17% and
firewood by 11%.

SOUTH PEQUOP WSA (WV-010-035)

Proposed Action (Partial Wilderness Designation)

Under the Proposed Action, 34,544 acres of the South Pequop WSA would be
recommended suitable for wilderness designation and 6,546 acres would be
recomnended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the development of
mineral resources, the harvest of woodland products, recreational ORV use and
the resulting impacts om wilderness values in the long term.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

Wilderness values on the 34,544 acres recommended suitable for wilderness

designation would receive the special long-term protection provided by

wilderness designation. The areas of the most spectacular scenery and

outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation and naturalness would be
retained,

The suitable portion of the WSA, including 11 miles of vehicle ways, would be
closed to recreational ORV use. This action would eliminate approximately 130
visitor days of recreational ORV mse that are projected to occur in the area.
This would improve the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation slightly because of the near elimination
of surface disturbance and because visitors would not encounter or hear ORV
users in the area. However, five cherrystem roads and boundary roads would be
available for vehicle use by the public to access the wilderness area and by
livestock operators to manage their livestock within the area. In the
immediate vicinity of the boundary and cherrystem roads, where uncontrolled
motorized use would occur, solitude would be adversely impacted.

The 6,546 acres not designated wilderness, including 9 miles of vehicle ways,
would remain open for recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use on this
parcel would remain below 110 visitor days annually for the foreseeable
future. About 10 miles of road would be built in this area to explore for
precious metals. No oll and gas exploration or development is anticipated.
Wood cutting would not cccur as all products are in the suitable area. Thesge

actions would reduce the naturalness and opportunities for solitude and
primitive recreation.
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Conclusion. The 34,544 acres deslgnated as wilderness would maintain
long-term naturalness, solitude and opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation. In the Immediate areas of the closed ways,
naturalness and solitude would be enhanced. In the immediate vicinity of
c¢herrystem roads and boundary roads, motorized use would adversely impact
solitude.

On the 6,546 acres managed for other than wilderness, naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would
be reduced because of continued recreational ORV use and mineral
exploration activities.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close 34,544 acres and 11 miles of vehicle ways
to recreational ORV use. Recreational vehicle use of approximately 130
vigitor days would be eliminated annually from the WSA. Public land that
offers similar opportunities for recreatiomal ORV uge is located throughout
the region. Therefore, recreational use forgone would be absorbed on
surrounding public lands.

The 6,546 acres not designated wilderness would remain open to ORV use.

Recreational ORV use levels would increase but remain under 110 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 34,544 acres
designated wilderness and 130 visitor days would be forgone annually,

The impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be
negligible. On the 6,546 acres not designated wilderness, recreational
ORV use would continue to increase but would not exceed 110 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

The 34,544 acres recommended as suitable for wilderness designation would be
withdrawn from all forms of mineral entry and mineral leasing.

The 6,546 acres recommended as nonsuitabie—for wilderness designation would
remaln open for mineral entry an mineral_leasing; Exploration for precious
metals is anticipated to result in 10 miles of exploration roads and 20 drill
pads. These are not predicted to result in an economic discovery leading to
development.

Conclusions. There would be no impacts to exploration or development of
mineral resources in the sultable area.

The 6,546 acres recommended as nonsultable for wilderness designation
would remain open to all forms of mineral entry and leasing. Exploration
for precious metals is expected to result in 10 miles of exploratory
access roads and 20 drill pads. Exploration for oil and gas is not
expected to occur.
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Impacts on Woodland Products Harvest

Harvest of up to 400 Christmas trees and 385 cords of firewood would be .
foregone in the suitable area, reducing the rescurce area's total annual
harvest of Christmas trees by 11% and firewood by 6%7. In the nonsuitable area
there are no woodland products available for harvest.

Conclusion: Harvest of up to 400 Christmas trees and 385 cords of
firewood would be foregonme in the suitable area, reducing the resource
area's total annual harvest of Christmas trees by 11% and firewood by

6%. In the nonsultable area there are no woodland products avallable for
‘harvest.

Adverse Impacts Which Cannot Be Avoided

On the 34,544 acres designated wilderness, the only unavoidable adverse
impacts would be the loss of entry to minerals.

On the 6,546 acres designated nonwilderness, the unavoidable adverse impacts
would be those assoclated with the loss of wilderness values from mineral
exploration and ORV use. Some of these Impacts may be reduced by careful
examination and mitigating stipulations in approved Notices of Intent and
Plans of Operations.

Relationship Between Local Short-Term Uses of Man's ENvironment and the
Maintenance and Enhancement of Long-Term Productivity.

On_thé 34,544 acres designated wilderness, the wilderness values would be
protected, except in areas of valid discoveries.

On the 6,546 acres not designated wilderness, all present uses would
continue. Motorized recreational use and mineral exploration would reduce
wilderness values.

Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources

On the 34,544 acres designated wilderness, no irreversible or irretrievable
commits of wilderness values is expectedi-except in areas of valid discoveries.

On the 6,546 acres designated nonwilderness, mineral exploration would create
an irreversible commitment of wilderness resources.

All Wilderness Alternative

Under the All Wildermess Alternative, all 41,090 acres of public land in the
South Pequop WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the elimination of
woodland product harvest, mineral withdrawal, and ORV closure in the
designated wilderness and the resulting effects on woodland product and
mineral exploration and recreational ORV use.
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Impacts on Wilderness Values

i All 41,090 acres of the South Peqdop WSA would be protected over the long-term
. by legislative mandate. Wilderness values of naturalness, opportunilties for

solitude, and the supplemental features of diversity of wildlife, and vistas
would be retained In the the WSA. '

Wilderness designation would close the entire 41,090 acres of the South Pequop
WSA to all forms of woodland product harvest and recreational ORV use. This
action would eliminate approximately 120 visitor days of recreational ORV that
are estimated to occur annually in the area, and preclude the harvest of 400
Christmas trees and 385 cords of firewood. This would improve the area's
opportunities for seolitude and primitive and unconfined recreation. Solitude
in the viecinity of cherrystem roads and boundary roads would be adversely
impacted due to uncontrolled motorized use.

Conclusion. WNaturalness and opportunities for solitude and primitive and
unconfined recreation would be maintained in the South Pequop WSA, except
along cherrystem roads and boundary roads where uncontrolled motorized
access would adversely impact solitude. In the immediate vicinity of
closed ways solitude and naturalness would be enhanced.

Impicts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

‘Wilderness designation would close the entire 41,090 acre South Pequop WSA to

"-all forms of recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use of approximately 240

visitor days would be eliminated annually from the WSA., Public land that
offers similar opportunities for recreatiomal ORV use is located throughout
the region. Therefore, recreational ORV use forgone in the WSA would be
absorbed on surrounding public lands.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use of 240 visitor days would be foregone
annually. The impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would
be negligible.

Impacts on Development of Mineral resources

At

All lands within the South Pequop WSA would be withdrawn from mineral entry.
Exploration for precious metals, including 10 miles of roads and 20 drill pads
would be precluded. Due to the absence of a knowm economic discovery, it is
not predicted that any development of minerals would be foregone.

All lands within the WSA would be withdrawn from mineral leasing. It is not
anticipated that explo;ation for oil and gas would be foregone.

Conclusion. There would be impacts to exploration for precious metals in

the South Pequop WSA. Exploration would be foregome, precluding 10 miles
of new roads.

TImpacts on Woodland Product Harvest

The WSA would not be avallable for Christmas tree and firewood cutting. The

harvest of up to 400 Christmas trees and 385 cords of firewood per year would
be foregone, reducing the resource area's total annual harvest of Christmas
trees by 11% and firewood by 6%.
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Conclusion. The WSA would not be available for Christmas tree and :
firewood cutting. The harvest of up to 400 Christmas trees and 385 cords
of firewood per year would be foregone, reducing the resource area's
total ammual harvest of Christmas trees by 11%Z and firewood by 6%.

Wo Wilderness Alternative

Under this alternative, the entire 41,090 acres of the South Pequop WSA would

‘be recommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternmative relate to the harvest of woodland
products, recreational ORV use and development of mineral resocurces, and the
resulting impacts on wilderness values in the long term.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

" The entire WSA would be open to mineral entry and leasing. All potential

mineral resources would be available for exploration and development. The
only mineral activity anticipated in the WSA is exploratlion for precious
metals in the northern and eastern portions of the WSA, resulting in 15 acres
of surface disturbance. This activity would result in loss of naturalness.
Sights and sounds from traffic and construction related to mineral exploration
would lower the quality of solitude in the WSA. Outstanding opportunities for
solitude would be lost in these areas.

Sights and sounds from the collection of 400 Christmas trees and 385 cords of
firewood per year would have an adverse impact on solitude and naturalness.
Approximately 60% of the trees would be removed over a 38 acre area annually.

Although 40% of the trees would be left, vegetative screeming would be

reduced. The presence of stumps would result in the loss of naturalness.
Sights and sounds from woodcutting activities would cause a loss in solitude.
It is estimated that, over the long-term, naturalness and opportunities for
solitude would be lost on 7600 acres of woodlands.

ORV use 1s estimated to be about 120 visitor days annually and is expected to
remain below 240 vigitor days annually for the foreseeable future. Motorized
use would continue on the ways throughout the WSA. Sights and sounds from
recreational off-road vehicle use would have an“@dverse impact on solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation opportunities.

Conclusion. The South Pequop WSA's wilderness values of naturalness and
outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined

recreation would be lost due to minerals exploration, ORV use and
woodcutting.,

Impacts on Recreational 0ff-Road Vehlcle Use

The WSA would remain opeﬁ to ORV use. Recreational ORV use is expected to
increase to 240 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future.

Conclusion. There would bé no impact on recreational ORV use.

105



C)}

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

All lands within the WSA would remain open for mineral entry. All potential
mineral resources would be avallable for exploration and development.
Exploration for precious metals would occur in the northern and eastern
portions of the WSA. This activity would result in 10 miles of new road
construction and 20 drill pads, disturbing 15 acres.

All lands within the WSA would remain open for mlneral leasing. Exploration
for oil and gas is not expected to occur.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on mineral resources activities in
the South Pequop WSA.

Impacts on Woodland Product Harvest

The entire WSA would be open to harvest. Up to 400 Christmas trees and 385
cords of firewood per year would be harvested.

Conclusion. There would be no Impact on woodland product harvest in the
South Pequop WSA,

AMternative A (Partial Wilderness Designation)

Under this Alternative, 37,573 acres of the South Pequop WSA would be
recommended suitable for wllderness designation and 3,517 acres would be
recdommended nonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the exploration for
mineral resources, recreational ORV use and the harvest of woodland products

and the resulting impacts on wilderness values in the long term.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

Wilderness values on the 37,573 acres recommended suitable for wilderness
designation would receive the special long-term legislative protection

-provided by wilderness designation. The areas of thgﬁmost speactacular scenery

and outstanding opportunities for primitive recreatiéd and maturalness would
be retained.

The suiltable portion of the WSA, including 14.5 miles of vehicle ways, would
be closed to recreational ORV use. This action would eliminate approximately
175 visitor days of tecreational ORV use that are projected to oceur in the
area. This would lmprove the area's naturalness and opportunities for
golitude and primitive and unconfined recreationm slightly because of the near
elimination of surface disturbance and because visitors would not encounter or
hear ORV users in the area. However, Four cherrystem roads and boundary roads
would be available for vehicle use by the public to access the wilderness area
and by livestock operators to manage thelr livestock within the area. 1In the
ilmmediate vicinity of the boundary and cherrystem roads, where uncontrolled
motorized use would occur, solitude would be adversely ilmpacted. -

106



The 3,517 acres not designated wildernéss, including 5.5 miles of vehicle
ways, would remain open for recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use on
this parcel would remain below 65 visitor days annually for the foreseeable
future. About 2 miles of road would be bullt in this area to explore for
precious metals. These actions would reduce the naturalness and opportunities
for solitude and primitive recreation.

Conclusion. The 37,573 acres designated as wilderness would maintain
long-term naturalness, solitude and opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation. In the immediate areas of the closed ways,
naturalness and solitude would be enhanced. 1In the immediate vicinity of
cherrystem roads and boundary roads motorized vehicle use would adversely
impact solitude,

On the 3,517 acres managed for other than wilderness, naturalness and
opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would
be reduced because of continued recreational ORV use, and mineral
exploration activities.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close 37,573 acres and 14.5 miles of vehicle ways
to recreational ORV use. Recreational vehicle use of approximately 175
visitor days would be eliminated annually from the WSA. ©Public land that
offers similar opportunities for recreational ORV use is located throughout
the region. Therefore, recreational use forgone would be absorbed on
surrounding public lands.

The 3,517 acres not designated wilderness would remain open to ORV use.
Recreational ORV use levels would imcrease but remain under 65 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 37,573 acres
designated wilderness and 175 visitor days would be forgome annually.

The impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be
negligible. On the 3,517 acres not designated wilderness, recreational
ORV use would continue to increase but would not-=Rceed 65 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future. T

Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources

The 37,573 acres recommended as suitable for wilderness designation would be
withdrawn from all forms of mineral entry and mineral leasing. Exploration
for precious metals consisting of two miles of roads and 4 drill pads would be
foregone in the northern portion of the suitable area. No other minerals
activities would be foregone in the suitable area.

The 3,517 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation would
remaln open for mineral entry an mineral leasing. Exploration for precious
metals would result in eight miles of exploration roads and 16 drill pads.
This is not predicted to result In an economic discovery leading to
development.
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Conclusions. Exploration for precious metals would be precluded on the
37,573 acres recommended for wilderness designation. Two miles of roads
and 4 drill pads in northern portion of the suitable area would be
precluded. )

The 3,517 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designarion
would remain open to all forms of mineral entry and leasing. Exploration
for precious metals is expected to result in eight miles of exploratory
access roads and 16 drill pads. Exploration for oil and gas is not
expected to occur, '

Impacts on Woodland Products Harvest

Harvest of up to 400 Christmas trees and 385 cords of firewood would be
foregone 1n the suitable area, reducing the resource area's total annual
harvest of Christmas trees by 11% and firewood by 6Z. Harvest in the

nonsuitable area would not occur as there are no harvestable product in this
area.

Conclusion: Harvest of up to 400 Christmas trees and 385 cords of
firewood would be foregone in the suitable area, reducing the resource
area's total annual harvest of Christmas trees by 11% and firewood by
6Z. Harvest in the nonsuitable area would not occur as there are no
harvestable product in this area.

BAD LANDS WSA (NV-010-184)

Proposed Action (Partial Wilderness Designation)

Under the Proposed Action, 8,415 acres of the Bad Lands WSA would be
recommended suitable for wilderness designation and 1,011 acres would be

 recommended mnonsuitable for wilderness designation.

The primary impacts under this alternative relate to the protection of

wilderness values through designation.

Inmpacts on Wilderness Values

Wilderness values on the 8,415 acres recommended suitable for wilderness
designation would receive the special long-term legislative protection
provided by wilderness designation. The areas of the most spectacular scenery

and outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation and naturalness would
be retained. '

The suitable portion of the WSA, including 2.5 miles of vehicle ways, would be
closed to recreational ORV use., This action would a2liminate approximately 100
visitor days of recreational ORV use that are projected to occur in the area.
This would improve the area's naturalness and opportunities for solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation slightly because of the near elimination
of surface disturbance and because visitors would not encounter or hear ORV
userg in the area, However, WSA boundary roads would be available for vehicle
use by the public to access the wilderness area and by livestock operaters to
manage their livestock within the area. In the immediate vicinity of the
boundary roads, where uncontrolled motorized use would occux, solitude would
be adversely impacted.
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The 1,011 acres not designated wilderness, includiﬁg 0.5 miles of vehicle
ways, would remain open for recreatiomal ORV use. Recreational ORV use on
this parcel would remain below 50 visitor days annually for the foreseeable

future. These actions would reduce the naturalness and opportunities for

solitude and primitive recreation over the long-term.

Conclusion. The 8,415 acres designated as wilderness would maintain
long-term naturalness, solitude and opportunities for primitive and
unconfined recreation. In the immediate areas of the closed ways,
naturalness and solitude would be enhanced.

On the 1,011 acres managed for other than wilderness, naturalness and
- opportunities for solitude and primitive and unconfined recreation would
be reduced because of continued recreational ORV use.

Impécts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close 8,415 acres and 2.5 miles of vehicle ways
to recreational ORV use. Recreational vehicle use of approximately 100
visitor days would be eliminated annually from the WSA, Public land that

of fers similar opportunities for recreational ORV use 1is located throughout
the region. Therefore, recreational use forgone would be absorbed on
surrounding public lands.

The 1,011 acres not designated wilderness would remain open to ORV use.
Recreational ORV use levels would increase but remain under 50 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future.

Conclusion. Recreational ORV use would be eliminated on the 8,415 acres
designated wildérness and 100 visitor days would be forgone annually.
The impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would be
negligible., On the 1,011 acres not designated wilderness, recreational
ORV use would continue to increase but would not exceed 50 visitor days
annually for the foreseeable future. -

Impacts on Dévelopment of Mineral Resources

e

The 8,415 acres recommended as sultable for wilderness degiénation would be

-withdrawn from all forms of mineral entry and mineral leasing.

The 1,011 acres recommended as nonsuitable for wilderness designation would
remain open for mineral entry an mineral leasing. No mineral exploration or
developnent is expected to occur due to the lack of known economlc discoveries.

Conclusions. There would be no impacts to mineral activities as none are
projected to occur.

Adverse Impacts Which Cannot Be Avoided

On the 8,415 acres designated wilderness, the only unavoidable adverse impacts
would be the loss of entry to minerals.

On the 1,011 acres designated nonwilderness, the unavoldable adverse impacts
would be those associated with the loss of wilderness values from ORV use,
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Relationship Between Local Short-Term Uses of Man's Environment and the
Maintenance and Enhancement of Long-Term Productivity.

On the 8,415 acres designated wilderness, the wilderness values would be
protected, except in areas of valid discoveries.

On the 1,011 acres not designated wilderness, all present uses would
continue. Motorized recreational use would reduce wilderness values.

Jrreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources

On the 8,415 acres designated ﬁilderness, ne irreversible or irretrievable
commits of wilderness values is expected, except in areas of valid discoveries.

On the 1,011 acres designated nonwilderness there would be no irreversible
commitment of wilderness resources.

All Wilderness Alternative

Under the All Wilderness Alternative, all 9,424 acres of public land in the
Bad Lands WSA would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation.

The primary ilmpacts under this alternative relate to the impacts.of woodland
product harvest, mineral withdrawal, and ORV closure in the designated
wilderness and the resulting effects on recreational ORV use, and the
protection of wilderness values.

Impacts onm Wilderness Values .

Under the All Wilderness Alternative all 9,424 acres of the Bad Lands WSa
would be recommended suitable for wilderness designation and all wilderness
values would be protected over the long-term by legislative mandate.
Wilderness values of size, naturalness, opportunities for solitude, and the
supplemental features of diversity of wildlife, and vistas would be retained
in the majority of the WSA.

Wilderness designation would close the entire 9,424 acres of the Bad: Lands WSA
recreational ORV use. This action would eliminate approximately 150 visitor
days of recreational ORV that are projected to occur amnually in the area.
This would improve the area's solitude and primitive and unconfined
recreation. Wilderness values in the vicinity of cherrystem roads and
boundary roads would be adversely impacted due to uncontrolled motorized use.

Conclusion. Wilderness values would be retained on all 9,424 acres of
the Bad Lands WSA, except along boundary roads where uncontrolled
motorized access would adversely impact solitude. In the immediate
vicinity of closed ways naturalness and solitude would be enhanced.

Impacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use

Wilderness designation would close the entire Bad Lands WSA to all forms of
recreational ORV use. Recreational ORV use of approximately 150 visitor days
would be eliminated amnually from the WSA. Public land that offers similar
opportunities for recreationmal ORV use is located throughout the region.
Therefore, recreational ORV use forgone in the WSA would be absorbed on
surrounding public lands.
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" Codelusion. Recreational ORV use of 50 visitor days would be foregome
annually. The impacts of shifting this use to other public lands would

be negligible.
Impﬁcts on Development of Mineral resources
All lands within the Bad Lands WSA would be withdrawn from mineral eatry and
leasing. WNo exploration or development of any mineral resource would be
precluded due to the absence of a known economic deposits.

Conclusion. There would be no impacts to mineral activities in the Bad
Lands WSA.

No ‘Wilderness Alter¥native

Under the proposed action, thé entire 9,424 acres of the Bad Lands WSA would
be recommended nonsultable for wilderness designation.

-The primary impacts under this alternative relate to recreational ORV use and
the resulring impacts on wilderness values in the long term.

Impacts on Wilderness Values

" The entire WSA would be open to mineral entry and leasing. All potential
mineral resources would be available_for exploration and development. It 1s
not anticipated that any mineral activity would occur in the WSA.

ORV use is estimated to be about 50 visitor days annually and is expected to
remain below 150 visitor days annually for the foreseeable future. Motorized
use would continue on the ways throughout the WSA. Sights and sounds from
recreational off-road vehicle use would have an adverse impact on solitude and
primitive and unconfined recreation opportunities.

Cornclusion. The Bad Lands WSA's wilderness values of naturalness, and
outstanding opportunities for solitude would be reduced on the long-term.

Iﬁpacts on Recreational Off-Road Vehicle Use L

The WSA would remain open to ORV use. Recreational ORV use is egpécted to
increase to 150 visitor days ammually for the foreseeable future.

Coriclusion. There would be no impact on recreational ORV use.
Impacts on Development of Mineral Resources
All lands within the WSA would remaln open for mineral entry and leasing. All
potential mineral resources would be available for exploration and

development. There are no mineral activities expected to occur in the WSA.

Conclusion. There would be no impact on mineral resources activities in
the Bad Lands WSA.
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CONSULTATlOﬁ;'COORDINATION AND FUBLIC PARTICIPATION

CONSULTATION AND:COORDINATION IN DEVELOPING THE ALTERNATIVES

Public involvement was a plammed and integral part of the wilderness study in
the Wells Resource Area.

Communication and consultation with all interested public land users and other
concerned people have been important components in the Wells RMP/EIS process
and they will continue to be important in the decision making and
implementation processesl Public participation will continue through such
means as comment periods, news releases, Coordinated Resource Management and
"Planning (CRMP), and informational meetings.

The planning issues and criteria weré developed only after intensive input and
review by the public. Initially, several public meetings were held in March
and April of 1979 to identify issues of concern to individuals in the Wells
RA. In addition, representatives of state and local governments, including
the Elko Mayor.and the Elko County Manager, and representatives of various
user and interest groups (mining, livestock, environmental, and sportsmen)
were contacted in November of 1979.  This public input was combined with input
- from BIM staff specialists to identify and develop a set of planning issues.

?(:,} A Federal Register notice of intent was published on May 23, 1980. This
notice discussed 1ssues to be considered in a general way and invited public
comments and recommendations.

Planning criteria were developed to set standards and guidelines for the
planning to follow. A draft version of the issues and planning criteria was
distributed to the public in January 1981 in The Sage, a district newsletter. .
About 350 copies were sent to selected individuals, elected officials,
interest groups, and other agencies. Another 4,000 copies were distributed as
"a supplement to the Flko Dally Free Press.

Fifty-seven responses were received. These included 33 individuals, four
economic interest groups, two comservation groups, two "informal groups” (a
family and an EIS consultant), .and one university department spokesperson. A
total of 38 respondents were residents of the Wells RA, while 12 were from the'
Reno-Carson City area and seven were from out of state. '

The 57 public respomses, along with comments reeeived from the Nevada BLM
State Office, were used to modify the planning issues and criteria with issues
being restated as problem statements instead of general planning questions,

" and four issues being incorporated into other issues.

A second Federal. Register notice was published on August 2, 1982. " Its purpose
was to present the revised issues noted above and the five alternatives to be

analyzed in the EIS. This notice also initiated another 30-day public comment
period. . '
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Evening workshops in Reno, Elko, Wells and a week-long open house at the Elko

"District Office was held in September, 1982. Comments receilved were general
-'1n nature and pertained to how wilderness designation would affect other

resources such as livestock grazing, woodland products, motorized recreational
use and energy and minerals. Comments received have been utilized, along with
impact analyses, in developing the Preferred Alternative.

The followlng items from the 1982 Nevada Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor
Recreation Plan (SCORP) and the Elko County General Plan, which were

~identified during the wilderness atudy process, pertain to wilderness
" designation.

The 1982 SCORP states on page 4-17 that "The State of Nevada's position has
not been supportive -of wilderness area designation. In 1961 and 1975 the
Legislature passed resolutions memorializing the U.S. Congress to continue
full multiple use of federal lands for recreational and economlic purposes,

Subsequent state policy and administrative practices have been noncommittal
toward wilderness,”

The General Plan for Elko County (Smith 1971) recommends the "conscious

preservation of open space. These essentially take the form of wilderness and
scenlc areas, drainage basins, and areas of historical or cultural
significance. Most require a bare minimum of maintenance other than a policy
prohibition of any development which would change their iatrinsic character.
This indicates a consistency with wilderness preservation. '

INTERAGENCY CONTACTS

Professional contacts have been made with the Nevada Department of Wildlife,'

the U.S, Fish and Wildlife Service, and the U, S. Forest Service.

The Economics, Statistics, and Cooperatives Services (ESCS), U.S. Department -
of Agriculture, provided economic data for use in this EIS. These data wére
based on meetings with area ranchers and budget information gathered by the
ESCS as part of a nation-wide study.

o Agencies, organlzations, and persons who were sent copies of the DraftiRMP/EIS

include those listed below.

Federal'Agencies

~ Departmeat of the Interior

Bureau of Indian Affairs
Bureau of Land Management, District Offices in Idaho, Utah & Nevada
Bureau of Mines
Bureau of Reclamation
U.5. Fish and Wildlife Service
¥,5. Geologic Survey
Nationmal Park Service
Environmental Protection Agency
Department of Agriculture
- U.S., Forest Service
Soil Conservation Service
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' Department of Alr Force
‘(jﬂ) Department of Commerce

A Department of Energy
Department of Transportation

State Agencies

Governor Richard Bryan
. State Clearinghouse
(25 copiles for distribution to State Agencies)

Local Agencies

Elko.City Mayor

Elko County Commissioners

Elko County Manager

Elko County Planning Commission
Jackpot Advisory Council

Wells City Mayor

West Wendover Advisory Council

Indiad Tribes

Te~Moak Bands of Western Shoshone

Universities

(; ’ University of Nevada, Reno

e

Elected Officlals

Senator Chic Hecht

Senator Paul Laxalt
Representative Harry Reld
Representative Barbara Vucanovich

Special Interest Groups and Others

American Fisheries Society
American Horse Protective Association
AMOCO Production Co.
Anaconda Copper
Atlantic Richfield
California Pacific Utilities
Chromalloy Corp.
Degert Fishes Council
Desert Research Institute )
Elko County Assoc. of Conservation Districts
Elko County Sportsmen Association
Exxon Co.
Federal Land Bank Assgoc.’
Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs
i Freeport Gold
Friends of the Earth
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Special Interest Groups and Others
{continued)

International Society for the Protection of Mustangs & Burros
National Audobon Society

National Mustang Assoc.

National Resources Defense Council
National Rifle Association

National Wildlife Federation

Nevada Archeological Soclety

Nevada Cattlemen's Assoc.

Nevada Dept. Conservation & Natural Resources
Nevada Dept. of Wildiife

Nevada Farm Bureau Federation

‘Nevada Mining Association

Nevada Outdoor Recreation Associatiom
‘Nevada Wildlife Federation ,

Nevada Woolgrowers' Assoc.

Noxthern Nevada Bass Association
Public Lands Council

Sierra Club

Sierra Pacific Power Co.

Soil Conservation Service

Southern Pacific Land Co.

The Wildlife Society

Union 0il Co.

Wells RA Livestock Operators

Western Pacific Railroad

WHOA Inc.

Wilderness Society

Wildlife Management Institute

Copies of this final environmental Impact statement will be available for
review at the following BLM eoffices and public libraries.

Bireau of Land Management Offices

Office of Public Affairs, BLM
18th and C Streets
Waghington, D.C.

' Nevada State Office
850 Harvard Way
Reno, Nevada

Battle Mountain District Office
N. 2nd and Scott Streets
Battle Mountain, Nevada

Battle Mountain District
Tonopah Resource Area Office

Building 102 Military Circle
Tonopah, Nevada
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Bureau of Land Management Offices

‘(continued)

Carson City District foice
1535 Hot Springs Road, Suite 300
Carson City, Nevada

Elko District Office
3900 E. Idaho Street
Elko, Nevada

Ely Distriect Office

Star Route 5, Box 1
Ely, Nevada

Las Vegas Dlstrict Office
4765 West Vegas Drive
Las Vegas, Nevada

Las Vegas District Office
Caliente Resource Area Office
Caliente, Nevada

Winnemuceca District Office
705 Bast 4th Street
Winnemucca, Nevada

! Public Libraries

Elko County Library
720 Court Street
Elko, Nevada

James R, Dickinson Library
Documents Department

University of Nevada at Las Vegas
4505 Maryland: Parkway

Las Vegas, Nevada

Government Publica;iqns Department .
University of Nevada, Reno Library
Reno, Nevada

Nevada State Library
Documents Department
Library Building

Carson City, NeVada_.

Wells Branch Library

Wells, Nevada"

White Pine County Libtary

. Courthouse 'Plaza :

i Ely, Nevada
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PUBLIC REVIEW AND HEARINGS

Two public hearings were held during the public review perliod on the draft
environmental impact statement. Oral statements pertailning to wildermess were
presented by 11 people at the first hearing ia Reno, Nevada on June 20, 1983

and by 6 people at the second and last hearing in Wells, Nevada on June 21,
1983,

Transcripts of the public hearings are available for inspection at both the
BLM Nevada State Office and Elko district. '

"A total of 40 written comments were received during the public review period

on the draft environmental impact statement.

All letters and testimony were reviewad to determine 1f they met the required
criteria for response, i.e., discussion of the adequacy of the draft
environmental impact -statement, Substantive comments which presented new
data, questioned facts and/or analyses, or commented on issues bearing
directly on the draft environmental impact statement or the environmental
impacts of the alternatives were fully evaluated and given responses. Changes
or additions to the draft environmental impact statement have been.
incorporated into thie final statement.

At
B
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(ji)“ ' ' LIST OF PREPARERS
| :

qSteve Brooks, Geologist, BA; MA Geology, 8 years BLM

Diane Colcord, Cartography, B.S. Art Education, 20 years BLM
Bonnle Martiartu, Word Processor Operator, 5 years BLM
Norman Ritter, Forester, B.S. Yorestry, 7 years BLM

David Squires, Team Leader, Outdoor Recreation Planmer, B.S. Range and
Wildiife Management, 8 years BLM .

118



C

y

INDEX TO COMMENT LETTERS

All of the letters recelved during the public comment period which pertain to
the wilderness issue bave been reprinted in this f£inal enviroomental impact -
statement, In addition, excerpts from the public hearings record which
required responses have also been reprinted. The numbers which appear next to
the individual’s name correspond to the number assigned to be reprinted pubdlic
comment. An asterisk next to a person's name indicates that both written and
oral testimony was submitted. Responses were develdped for the letters only,
unless 1lssues not covered in the }etter were raised during oral testimony.

1. United States Department of Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Eastem
Nevada Agency

2., TUnited States Department of the Interlor, Fish and Wildlife Service,
Great Basin Complex 0ffice, Complex Mamager, Donald J. King

3. United States Envirommental Protection Agency, Region IX, Assistant
Regional Administrator For Policy, Technical, and Management Resgources,
Charles W, Murray Jr.

4, Department of the Air Force, Deputy Regional Civil Engineer, W. Edward
Fisher '

5. State Office of Community Sexvices, Governor's Consistency Review
6. Nevada State Clearinghouse
Nevada Department of Wildlife, William A. Molini

7. HNevada Department of Agriculture, Executive Director, Thomas W. Ballow

8. Reed Secord
9. Harry Melts
10, Jeffrey {Crook
11. Harry Melts (second letter from No. 7 above)
12. Bob Wright*
13, Atlantic Richfield Company, Public Lands Coordinmator, J.R. Mitchell
14, Elliott Begnshaw
15. Blair G. Johns
16. Nevada Grazing Board, District No. 1, Chairman, Roy Young

17. Ken Jones
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18.

O | 19.

20.
21-

22,

23,

24,
25,
26.
27.
28.
29,

30.

“ .l-‘. 31-

32,

33.
34,
35.
36.

37.

38.

39.

40,

Bob Wright (Second letter from No. 5 above)

The Wildiife Society, Nevada Chapter, President, William A. Molini

'Leonard N. Wines

Von-L. Sorensen

Blair G. Johns (second letter from No. 8 above)
Carol M. Johas

Elolse J. McQueary

Robert Hawks

Glenn E., Shewmaker*®

Marla Griswald and Steve Boles*

Dick Roth*

Dick Roth* (second letter from No. 21 above)

Sierra Pacific Power Company, Manager, Envirconmental Affairs &
Right—of-Way Acquisition, Michael P, Sullivan

Sierra Club, Toiyabe Chapter, Conservation Chair, Marjorie Sill

Sierra Club, Tolyabe Chapter, Public Lands Committee, Chair, Rose
Strickland*

Nevada Cattlemen's Assoclation, Executive Secretary, Paul Bottari
Jack G. Taylor
Kenneth L. Johms .

Salmon River Cattlemen's Assoclation, Secretary, Lloyd E. Shewmaker

Chromally, Manager Nevada Operations, Robert C. Walish, Environmental
Iiaison Nevada Operations, Sheila Miller

Demar H. Dahl*

Pleasant Valley Grazing Association, President, Bill Blake

fVargas & Bartlett Attorueys at Law, Linda A, Bowman
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TESTIMbNY
(jj)} 1. Texas Golf Minerals anq Métalq Company; Diét:ict Geologist, Paul Hartley
| 2. Nevada Mining Association, Executive Secrétary, Bob Warren
3. Dave Hormbeck
4, Nevada Grazing Board, Distrigtin.rl, Consultant, Les McKenzie
5. Von Sorensen
6. Marta Agee

7. Loyd Soremsen

! i
e
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