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Murphy Complex Fire Update

July 25, 2007 9:00 a.m.

                                                           www.inciweb.org

Start Date: 07/16/2007 7:12 p.m. 



        Cause: Lightning



Location: 30 miles southwest of Twin Falls, Idaho                      Fuel model:  Model 5 with a mix of Juniper. 

Current Information:

Current Size: 623,350 acres



Fire Containment:  30 %

Expected Containment:  08/04/07
 
Cost to date:  $2,800,000

Total Personnel:     583 Persons
 
Injuries to date:  2

Resources Available:  14 Hand Crews, 38 Engines, 11 Helicopters, 6 Water Tenders, 12 dozers, 2 Camp Crews

Threatened:     705 residences,  50 commercial properties,  200 outbuildings 

Fire Activity:

Sustained moderate fire behavior occurred yesterday. Growth of the fire perimeter was in the southern divisions, in Jarbidge Ridge and Copper Mountain areas.  Heavy air support was provided to crews along the southeast flank yesterday afternoon.  The fire line continued to hold on the entire perimeter in Idaho and along the lower western boundary in Nevada.  Fire activity in Scott Creek was low yesterday and last night. 

The fire on the southern portion is expected to become more active today, affected by higher temperatures with morning sun and predicted thunderstorms.  Afternoon winds resulting from thunderstorm outflows will be erratic. The storms could also bring local heavy rainfall.

Today’s Actions:

Firefighters will continue to hold, patrol and mop up fire line in the northern divisions, as they did yesterday.  On the southern divisions, firefighters will build a contingency line from Waterlog Summit east and along the Charleston Road near Bear Summit as an indirect strategy to keep the fire out of the wilderness. Direct fire line construction will be done well to the north.  Initial attack capability throughout the district will be provided to assist local firefighting resources.  An additional incident management team will arrive this afternoon near the Wild Horse Reservoir.  The fire will be divided into two zones and they will assume command of the Wild Horse Zone tomorrow at 6:00 a.m. PST. Additional firefighting resources are expected to arrive today. 

Evacuations, Closures and Restrictions: 

Evacuations were lifted for residents in Jarbidge.  Roads in the area remain closed to the public.  Idaho Power has restored power to Jarbidge and Murphy residents.  Emergency generators should be installed and running in Owyhee and Mountain City by this afternoon.  Raft River Electric Company will be allowed into safe areas of the fire as soon as possible to repair lines to Duck Valley.  Approximately 1,500 residents of the Duck Valley Indian Reservation are still without electrical power.  Stage 1 fire restrictions (no fire except in designated sites) have gone into effect throughout the state of Idaho.  Further restrictions begin Thursday.

Current fire information can be obtained by calling fire information officers:

208-537-6561 Castleford Information Center, 661-330-0135, 715-558-2003, 909-553-2876

