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	HIGHWAY 93 COMPLEX
UPDATE


	Great Basin Incident Management Team 1

July 09, 2007, 7:00 PM


	Current Status
	The Highway 93 Complex is located 5 miles southeast of Jackpot, NV.  The Complex combines the West Basin Fire (over 54,500 acres and growing) and the Eccles Fire (approximately 8,500 acres and growing).  The Broyles’ Great Basin Type 1 National Incident Management Team is managing the complex.
Late this afternoon the West Basin F, driven by high winds began moving through thick sage and grasses toward the southwest. Firefighting personnel are currently assisting local ranchers move cattle out of the fire’s south and southwest flank areas. There are thousands of cattle in this area being moved as a precautionary measure.  

Crews today focused on securing the north perimeter and worked both the southeast and southwest flanks with direct and indirect tactics.  Once these lines are secured, crews will continue to construct containment lines towards the southern perimeter of the fire. 
On the Eccles fire, significant activity was occurring late this afternoon on the western flank where the fire is moving through pinyon juniper.  Crews are establishing anchor points and trying to pinch off the head of fire.
Resources threatened include livestock, wildlife forage, mule deer and sage grouse habitat. In addition, significant investments made in previous wildfire rehabilitation efforts including the 2000 West Basin, Chokecherry, and South Cricket Fires are threatened. 

Tonight’s concerns for both the West Basin and Eccles fires are for predicted evening isolated dry thunderstorms in the area.  Downdrafts from these storms could hinder night suppression operations.  With little humidity recovery expected tonight, the fires are expected to be more active longer into the evening and probably into the early morning hours.

	Estimated Acreage/ containment
	Acreage: Estimated at 63,000 acres.  The complex is estimated at 45% contained. Estimated date for full containment is projected for July 13, 2007 at 1800 hours.     

	Resources on the Fire/Costs
	Crews: 7  Helicopters: 3  Engines: 17  Water tenders: 2  Dozers: 4   Personnel: 300.  Some additional resources continue to arrive.
Costs to Date: $323,000 as of 1700, July 9.  No new cost figures are currently available.

	Cooperators
	Cooperators include: Bureau of Land Management, Nevada Division of Forestry, U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Elko County Sheriff’s Office, and Elko School District.

	Evacuations and Public Meetings
	At this time, there are no evacuations.  No public meetings are currently scheduled.

	Closures and restrictions
	Fire restrictions in northern and Central Nevada remain in effect until further notice.  Lands involved include federal state, tribal, and the Humboldt, Pershing, Lander, Eureka, Elko, Esmeralda, and Nye County Fire Protection Districts and portions of Washoe, Lyon, Churchill, and White Pine counties.  For more specific information go to http://www.fire.blm.gov/restrictions.htm, http://www.fs.fed.us/r4/htnf/, http://www.forestry.state.nv.us, www.nifc.gov, and http://gacc.nifc.gov/wgbc.

	Incident plans for tonight
	Night operations are being hampered by very difficult, steep, and treacherous terrain.  The south flank of the West Basin fire is the priority for tonight. The plan is for engines to patrol, hold, and mop-up the line secured by the day shift. Night crews will continue to advance line construction to the south from the anchor point established by the day shift. 

A spike camp has been established on the Eccles Fire for 2 crews and several engines.  No action is planned tonight for this fire.  However, if personnel are needed, they will be ready to respond. 

	Fire Weather
	There will be an increase in monsoonal moisture across the Great Basin the next few days. The bulk of the moisture will remain across western Nevada.  As a result, isolated dry thunderstorms are possible in eastern Nevada.  This will also bring a shift in the winds aloft and at the surface to a more northeast to easterly direction through the week. Hot and dry weather will continue. Predicted weather for tonight includes wind speeds of 5-10 mph from the east to southeast, then after sunset, winds 4-7 mph with early evening gusts to 12 out of the north and northeast; temperature will be around 45-55, with relative humidities of 25-30%.  Weather concerns are for isolated dry thunderstorms in the evening.

	Fire Behavior
	Little humidity recovery is expected tonight.  The fires will be more active earlier tomorrow morning than it was this morning.  Areas that burned earlier today will remain hot into the evening and possibly throughout the night. If thunderstorms develop over or near the fire, there will be erratic fire behavior.

	Fire and Other Information
	The Highway 93 Complex Information Center is located at the Jackpot Elementary School.  Media should contact the Information Center for scheduling access to the fire. A phone number will be provided tomorrow once communications systems have been installed.  Fire Website:  www.inciweb.org is the primary location for information on the Highway 93 Complex.  Currently, Inciweb is not working.  Fire Information can be reached at the Incident Command Post at 1-800-958-1379.  For information on other fires elsewhere in Nevada or the Western Great Basin, visit one of the websites listed above under closures and restrictions.  
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