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3.18 Recreation and Wilderness 

3.18.1 Affected Environment 

The study area for recreation and wilderness issues is based on the anticipated potential extent of 
effects from the proposed project. The direct effects study area for recreation and wilderness 
encompasses an area that includes Elko County, northwestern Eureka County, and northeastern 
Lander County (Figure 3.18-1). The Cumulative Effects Study Area (CESA) for recreation and 
wilderness includes Elko County, Humboldt County, Lander County, and Eureka County 
(Figure 3.18-2). As discussed in Section 3.20, Social and Economic Values, most employees live in 
the Winnemucca area with a few people living in Battle Mountain, Elko, and Spring Creek. The project 
is located in Elko County, Nevada. Therefore, the dispersed nature of wilderness, recreational 
activities, and past and present actions, and reasonably foreseeable future actions (RFFAs) in the 
region requires the large four county CESA. The past, present, and RFFAs within the defined CESA 
are discussed in Section 3.2. 

3.18.1.1 Recreation 

There are no developed recreational facilities in the project area. Willow Creek Reservoir is the closest 
recreational facility to the project. It is located 6 miles north of the project boundary and is privately 
owned by Barrick but managed by Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) (Bureau of Land 
Management [BLM] 2000c). There is open access to the public for fishing, hunting, boating, and 
camping (BLM 2010d). Figure 3.18-1 shows all recreation areas, interpretive areas, campgrounds, 
fishing areas, and special recreation management areas within the direct effects study area. Dispersed 
recreational opportunities in and near the project vicinity include photography, hiking, camping, 
off-highway vehicle travel, fishing, and hunting for chukar, greater sage-grouse, and big game, etc. 
Industrial areas are fenced and off limits to recreation. However, most of the area within the project 
boundary, including the electric power transmission line (transmission line) corridor and surface 
exploration areas, are available for recreation. 

The proposed project is located within Hunting Unit 68. Hunting Unit 68 is managed by NDOW within a 
group of units consisting of units 61, 62, 64, 66, and 68. Hunting is allowed for mule deer, pronghorn, 
and to a lesser extent, elk. Tables 3.18-1 and 3.18-2 show harvest statistics for mule deer and 
pronghorn for the entire group of units from 2004 through 2009, respectively.  

Large scale fires from 1999 to 2011 have caused a severe reduction in available forage (i.e., shrub 
browse) and an overall increase of noxious weeds and non-native invasive plant species weeds such 
as cheatgrass, non-native thistles, and hoary cress (BLM 2011a, 2008b). More information may be 
found in Section 3.8, Vegetation Resources, and Section 3.10, Noxious Weeds and Non-native 
Invasive Plant Species. Big game populations and numbers have decreased due to the reduction of 
available forage after the fires (see Section 3.12, Wildlife Resources).  

3.18.1.2 Wilderness 

The 10,168-acre project area was evaluated for wilderness characteristics in 1979. The Inventory Unit 
polygons identified and inventoried in 1979 are:  NV-010-122, Willow Creek South; NV-010-123, 
Bootstrap; NV-010-124, Antelope Creek; NV-010-125, Silver Cloud; and NV-010-210, Checkerboard. 
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Table 3.18-1 Mule Deer Harvest Statistics for Units 61, 62, 64, 66, and 68 

Year Total Harvest  Hunting Licenses Sold 

2009 321 759 

2008 364 799 

2007 538 1,080 

2006 475 949 

2005 474 872 

2004 253 490 

Source:  NDOW 2009c.   

 

Table 3.18-2 Pronghorn Harvest Statistics for Units 61, 62, 64, 66, and 68 

Year Total Harvest  Hunting Licenses Sold 

2009 117 156 

2008 95 115 

2007 168 184 

2006 110 143 

2005 83 94 

2004 95 116 

Source:  NDOW 2009d.   

 

In 1979, it was determined that the project area and adjacent surrounding areas did not meet the 
criteria for wilderness characteristics or designation as wilderness because: 

• NV-010-122 Willow Creek South:  The public recommended that the area be dropped from 
further wilderness study. BLM concurred with the recommendation because of the heavy 
mining active in the area. 

• NV-010-123 Bootstrap:  The unit does not meet the basic requirements necessary to be 
carried over to the intensive inventory stage. Due to lack of topographic and vegetative 
screening, and the relatively small size, it lacked outstanding opportunities for solitude or a 
primitive and unconfined type of recreation in comparison to others of its kind. 

• NV-010-124 Antelope Creek:  This area had already been intensively inventoried because of a 
special project. The intensive inventory found that the area lacked wilderness characteristics 
and it was dropped from further wilderness consideration. 

• NV-010-125 Silver Cloud:  This area had already been intensively inventoried because of a 
special project. The intensive inventory found that the area lacked wilderness characteristics 
and it was dropped from further wilderness consideration. 

• NV-010-210, Checkerboard. None of the public lands, other than a few acres described 
elsewhere occur in blocks of more than 5,000 acres each. In fact, most are the size of a single 
section (640 acres). None of these lands are in areas of sufficient size as to make practicable 
its preservation and use in an unimpaired condition. 
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After the initial wilderness characteristics inventory was completed, open-pit mining occurred at the 
Hollister Site creating two open pits, waste rock storage facilities (WRSFs), a heap leach pad, and 
additional roads. Surface exploration for gold also has created new roads throughout the area. 
Considering the 1979 inventory and subsequent disturbance, the Elko District management has 
determined that the area does not contain lands with wilderness characteristics. 

Ten BLM wilderness study areas (WSAs) are located within the direct effects study area including the 
Little Humboldt, Owyhee Canyon, Red Springs, Cedar Ridge, South Fork Owyhee River, Rough Hills, 
Badlands, South Pequop, Bluebell, and Goshute Peak WSAs (Figure 3.18-1, Table 3.18-3).  

The Little Humboldt River WSA (NV-010-132) is the closest WSA to the project area (approximately 
16 miles northwest) and it encompasses 42,213 acres. It has moderate potential for mining precious 
metals, but development is unlikely due to the rugged terrain and high wilderness values. The current 
recommendation for the Little Humboldt River WSA is for 29,775 acres to become wilderness lands 
and to release 12,438 acres as non-wilderness lands (BLM 2000d). 

Wilderness areas are presented in Table 3.18-4. There are three U.S. Forest Service 
(USFS)-designated wilderness areas no BLM-designated wilderness areas within the direct effects 
study area. The Jarbidge Wilderness Area is the closest wilderness area to the project area 
(approximately 62 miles northeast of the project area and is managed by the USFS (Figure 3.18-1). It 
has a variety of dispersed recreational opportunities that include horseback riding, hiking, cross-
country skiing, photography, camping, and hunting. The Jarbidge Wilderness Area encompasses 
111,899 acres and is surrounded on all sides by the Jarbidge Ranger District.  

3.18.2 Environmental Consequences 

The Proposed Action and alternatives potentially could affect recreation and wilderness resources both 
directly and indirectly. Direct impacts may include elimination or displacement of recreation resources 
in the project area, or degradation of the recreation experience for users of the resources due to noise, 
traffic, excessive dust, or other emissions from the proposed project. Indirect impacts may result from 
changes in demand for limited recreation resources as a result of project-related population growth. 

3.18.2.1 Proposed Action 

Recreation 

The project area encompasses a total of 10,168 acres, 88 percent (9,301 acres), of which are 
BLM-managed lands and 12 percent (867 acres) are private lands. Under the Proposed Action, total 
surface disturbance would be minor and would be approximately 117 acres in addition to the 
previously authorized disturbance of approximately 105 acres for a total disturbance of approximately 
222 acres. Of the 117 acres of surface disturbance for the Proposed Action, approximately 
106.2 acres (91 percent) of the surface disturbance would be on public land and 10.8 acres 
(9 percent) on private land. During operations the mine area encompassed by the perimeter fence 
would continue to be excluded from recreational use (613 acres). 

During surface exploration drilling and transmission line construction, it is likely that mule deer would 
move away from new areas of project activity and noise (see Section 3.12, Wildlife Resources). As a 
result, hunters would hunt in areas adjacent to the project area and within the project vicinity. There is 
extensive public land in the immediate surrounding area that would accommodate migration of 
dispersed recreation activity from the project area. Because potential effects on game species are 
anticipated to be low, the overall effect on recreational hunting would be minor. 
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Table 3.18-3 Wilderness Study Areas 

BLM Wilderness Study 
Area 

Size 
(acres) 

Distance from 
Hollister Mine 
Project (miles) Recreation Uses 

Direct Effects 
Study Area 

Cumulative Effects 
Study Area 

Little Humboldt River 42,213 16 Backpacking, hiking, wildlife viewing, photography, 
rock climbing, fishing, and horseback riding.  

X X 

North Fork of the Little 
Humboldt River  

69,591 34 Backpacking, hiking, wildlife viewing, photography, 
rock climbing, fishing, and horseback riding. 

 X 

Owyhee Canyon  21,379 44 Backpacking, hiking, wildlife viewing, photography, 
rock climbing, fishing, and horseback riding. 

X X 

Red Springs  7,522 51 Horseback riding and limited hiking. X X 

Cedar Ridge  9457 54 Hunting, wildlife viewing, and horseback riding. X X 

South Fork Owyhee River  8,098 55 Hunting, backpacking, river running, sight-seeing, 
photography, wildlife viewing, botanical studies, 
and fishing. 

X X 

Rough Hills  6,484 60 Backpacking, camping, hiking, horseback riding, 
upland game bird and mule deer hunting, wildlife 
viewing, sightseeing, photography, and fishing. 

X X 

Roberts Mountain 15,179 76 Backpacking, hiking, rock climbing, nature study, 
hunting, and photography. 

 X 

Augusta Mountains 88,098 78 Backpacking, hiking, and primitive camping.  X 

Simpson Park 49,266 82 Hiking, horseback riding, and hunting.  X 

Bad Lands  9,263 91 River running, wildlife viewing, and fishing. X X 

Disaster Peak 12,736 100 Backpacking, hiking, camping, fishing, sightseeing, 
photography, and winter sports. 

 X 

South Pequop  40,222 102 Backpacking, hiking, camping, fossil collecting, 
and Bristle cone pine viewing. 

X X 

Bluebell   54,413 114 Backpacking, hiking, wildlife viewing, photography, 
rock climbing, and fossil collecting. 

X X 
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Table 3.18-3 Wilderness Study Areas 

BLM Wilderness Study 
Area 

Size 
(acres) 

Distance from 
Hollister Mine 
Project (miles) Recreation Uses 

Direct Effects 
Study Area 

Cumulative Effects 
Study Area 

Blue Lakes 19,975 114 Backpacking, camping, hunting, fishing, horse-
packing, and winter sports. 

 X 

Alder Creek 5,189 118 Backpacking, hiking, hunting, fishing, horse-
packing, and nature study. 

 X 

Goshute Peak  70,138 120 Backpacking, hiking, wildlife viewing, photography, 
rock climbing, and fossil collecting. 

X X 

Desatoya Mountains 51,006 124 Hiking, camping, hunting, cross-country skiing, 
horseback riding, and photography. 

 X 

Lahontan Cutthroat Trout  11,945 124 Backpacking, hunting, horseback riding, cross 
country skiing, and winter camping. 

 X 

Source:  BLM 2000d.   
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Table 3.18-4 Wilderness Areas 

Recreation Area Name 
Size 

(acres) 

Distance from 
Hollister Mine 

Project 
(miles) Recreation Uses 

Direct Effects 
Study Area 

Cumulative Effects 
Study Area 

BLM Wilderness Area      

North Jackson Mountains 23,439 96 Hiking, backpacking, and hunting.  X 

South Jackson Mountains 54,535 100 Hiking, backpacking, and hunting.  X 

Black Rock Desert 314,835 105 Hiking, backpacking, and hunting.  X 

Pahute Peak 56,890 122 Hiking, backpacking, and hunting.  X 

North Black Rock Range 30,648 125 Hiking, backpacking, and hunting.  X 

High Rock Lake 59,107 133 Hiking, backpacking, and hunting.  X 

Calico Mountains 64,968 135 Hiking, backpacking, and hunting.  X 

East Fork High Rock 
Canyon 

52,618 140 Hiking, backpacking, and hunting.  X 

Little High Rock Canyon 48,354 143 Hiking, backpacking, and hunting.  X 

USFS Wilderness Areas      

Santa Rosa-Paradise Peaks 
Wilderness 

32,035 60 Hiking, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, 
photography, camping, and hunting. 

 X 

Ruby Mountain Wilderness 93,094 64 Hiking, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, 
photography, camping, and hunting. 

X X 

Jarbidge Wilderness 111,899 62 Hiking, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, 
photography, camping, and hunting. 

X X 

East Humboldt Wilderness 36,687 70 Hiking, horseback riding, cross-country skiing, 
photography, camping, and hunting. 

X X 

Source:  BLM 2010j; USFS 2010.   
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Upon completion of mining, closure, and reclamation activities, much of the disturbed area would be 
available for dispersed recreation use (see Section 2.4.10, Reclamation and Site Closure). After 
successful revegetation of disturbed areas, these areas would be expected to provide habitat for wildlife 
and offer hunting opportunities to hunters. 

There would be a minor increase in regional human population resulting from the Proposed Action (see 
Section 3.20, Social and Economic Values). The new residents would increase the demand for 
recreational resources and opportunities in the region, but the increase would be very small in the 
context of the existing population base. There is ample public land in the region to accommodate 
dispersed recreational needs of the population increase. Any adverse effects would be greatest at parks 
and other developed recreation facilities in the communities where the population increment would 
reside, primarily Winnemucca, Elko, Spring Creek, Carlin, and Battle Mountain communities. Such 
effects would be expected to be minor.  

Because the amount of surface disturbance is minor, and because there is an ample supply of 
alternative land for dispersed recreational activities in the project vicinity, and because no unique 
recreational resources would be impacted as a result of the proposed project, effects on recreational 
resources would be considered minimal. 

Wilderness 

The project area does not contain any land that meets the criteria for wilderness characteristics or 
designation. Additionally, the Little Humboldt WSA and the Jarbidge Wilderness Area, are located 
16 miles and 62 miles away, respectively, and are the closest WSA or wilderness area to the Hollister 
Site. As a result, there would be no direct effects or measurable indirect effects from the proposed 
project on wilderness resources. Due to distance and topography, night lighting from the proposed 
project would be negligible during operations (see Section 3.22, Visual Resources). 

3.18.2.2 Mud Springs Road Transmission Line Alternative 

Recreation 

The effects on recreational resources under this alternative would be similar to those described for the 
Proposed Action except this alternative would have less surface disturbance (9.5 acres for the North 
Option and 15.2 acres for the South Option) than the Proposed Action. Under either alternative option, 
the area would be available for dispersed recreation uses. 

Wilderness 

There would be no direct effects or measurable indirect effects on wilderness resources from this 
alternative. Impacts would be the same as described for the Proposed Action. 

3.18.2.3 Mud Springs Waste Rock Storage Facility Alternative 

Recreation 

Under the Mud Springs WRSF Alternative, the West Pit WRSF would not be constructed. Alternately, the 
Mud Springs WRSF would be constructed east of the reclaimed heap leach facility. Short-term minor 
impacts would affect hunters and other dispersed recreational activities. However, upon completion of 
mining, closure, and reclamation activities, much of the disturbed area would be available for dispersed 
recreational use. The effects would be the same as the Proposed Action. 

Wilderness 

Under the Mud Springs WRSF Alternative, there would be no direct effects or measurable indirect effects 
on wilderness due to the relatively long distance separating the project area and the nearest wilderness 
area and WSA. The effects would be the same as the Proposed Action.  



Hollister Underground Mine Project EIS Section 3.18 – Recreation and Wilderness 3.18-10 

  

3.18.2.4 Backfill Alternative 

Recreation 

Under the Backfill Alternative, short-term minor impacts would affect hunters and other dispersed 
recreational activities; however, upon completion of mining, closure, and reclamation activities, much of 
the disturbed area would be available for dispersed recreation use. Additionally, this alternative would 
enhance public safety. The effects of the alternative on recreational use would be the same as those 
under the Proposed Action.  

Wilderness 

Under the Backfill Alternative, the relatively long distance separating the project area and the nearest 
wilderness area and WSA would result in effects that would be the same as those under the Proposed 
Action.  

3.18.2.5 No Action Alternative 

Recreation 

Under the No Action Alternative, no additional disturbance to private or public land or direct impacts to 
recreation resources would occur. The Hollister Development Block Project would continue to operate 
under current authorizations and permits. 

Wilderness 

No additional disturbance to private or public land or direct impacts to wilderness resources would occur 
under the No Action Alternative. The Hollister Development Block project would continue to operate 
under current authorizations and permits.  

3.18.3 Cumulative Impacts 

The CESA for recreation and wilderness is shown in Figure 3.18-2. Past, present, and RFFAs in the 
CESA are described in Section 3.2, Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Actions. 

3.18.3.1 Recreation 

Past, present, and RFFAs in the CESA have resulted, or would result, in approximately 47,043 acres of 
mine, mineral exploration, and pipeline construction surface disturbance in the Carlin Trend. The 
changes in cumulative impacts to recreation and hunting from past, present, and the reasonably 
foreseeable mining related activities in the Carlin Trend is likely to remain minimal, in part because of 
access restrictions related to mining areas currently existing and unrestricted areas adjacent to the Carlin 
Trend area that remain available for dispersed recreation. The proposed project would disturb an 
additional 117 acres (less than 1 percent of the CESA) of land currently open and available for 
recreation, resulting in a total cumulative disturbance of approximately 47,160 acres associated with 
mining where no recreation could occur while active mining is ongoing. Wildfires have further reduced 
recreational opportunities in northern Nevada, during suppression activities. After the fire is out, the 
public lands are open for recreation. However, burned areas are less appealing to the general public. 

Although the cumulative surface disturbance in the CESA would preclude recreational use in active 
mining areas, the 117 acres of disturbance for the Proposed Action is minor compared with the vast 
millions of acres of available public land in the CESA. There would be more than sufficient recreational 
resources to accommodate dispersed recreational activities displaced by past, present, and RFFAs in 
the CESA. Because all the disturbance associated with the proposed project would be reclaimed, there 
are no cumulative impacts due to unreclaimed surface disturbance.  
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3.18.3.2 Wilderness 

There would be no measurable cumulative effects on wilderness resources as a result of the relatively 
long distances separating the project area and the nearest wilderness area or WSA.  

3.18.4 Potential Monitoring and Mitigation Measures 

Based on the conclusion of the analysis that there are no impacts, no monitoring or mitigation measures 
would be required for recreation or wilderness. 

3.18.5 Residual Impacts 

Residual effects to recreation and wilderness would not occur because all disturbed lands would be 
reclaimed and available for public use. 


	3.18 Recreation and Wilderness
	3.18.1 Affected Environment
	3.18.1.1 Recreation
	3.18.1.2 Wilderness

	3.18.2 Environmental Consequences
	3.18.2.1 Proposed Action
	Recreation
	Wilderness

	3.18.2.2 Mud Springs Road Transmission Line Alternative
	Recreation
	Wilderness

	3.18.2.3 Mud Springs Waste Rock Storage Facility Alternative
	Recreation
	Wilderness

	3.18.2.4 Backfill Alternative
	Recreation
	Wilderness

	3.18.2.5 No Action Alternative
	Recreation
	Wilderness


	3.18.3 Cumulative Impacts
	3.18.3.1 Recreation
	3.18.3.2 Wilderness

	3.18.4 Potential Monitoring and Mitigation Measures
	3.18.5 Residual Impacts


