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Table A-1:  Summary of Representative Comments Received 

Date Comments 
Received Agency Name Contact Name/Title Comments 

11/05/10 
03/09/11 

Bureau of Land Management 
5665 Morgan Mill Road 
Carson City, NV  89701 

Ken Nelson, et al 
Carson City District Office 

Requested that new Grant ROW 
application be combined with Eagle 
Lake Field Office (ELFO) 
authorization. Send application to 
ELFO. See Appendix A 
Received comments on Admin DEA 

10/15/10 
03/09/11 

 

Bureau of Land Management, ELFO 
2950 Riverside Drive 
Susanville, CA  96130 

Charlie Wright, Realty Specialist, et al. GIS Shapefiles e-mailed on 11/05/10.  
CD of Route Map delivered on 
11/08/10. SF 299 ROW application 
sent to BLM ELFO on 01/28/2011. 
See Appendix A 
Received comments on Admin DEA. 

11/29/10 California Department of Fish and 
Game 
601 Locust Street 
Redding, CA  96001 

Kevin Hunting Referred Project to Regional 
Manager.  

11/29/10 California Department of Fish and 
Game, Region 2 
PO Box 419 
Quincy, CA  95971 

Julie Newman, Staff Env. Scientist 
Resource Conservation Services 
(Plumas, Sierra, Yuba & Sutter Counties) 
 

Sent Scoping materials. 
See Appendix A 

11/10/10 California Department of Transportation 
1120 N. Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

Don Fogle 
 

See Appendix A 

10/13/10 
12/18/10 
04/01/11 

California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA  94102 

Andrew Barnsdale 
 

See Appendix A 
Ongoing meetings & teleconns 
CPUC to issue CEQA Initial Study on 
May 2, 2011. 

11/15/10 California State Water Resources 
Control Board 
PO Box 100 
Sacramento, CA  95812-0100 

Frank Roddy See Appendix A 
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Date Comments 
Received Agency Name Contact Name/Title Comments 

 Feather River Land Trust 
PO Box 1826 
Quincy, CA  95971 

Paul Hardy 
 

No comments received as of 
11/29/10. 

11/16/10 City of Loyalton 
210 Front Street 
Loyalton, CA  96118 

John Cussins, Maintenance Foreman 
 

See Appendix A 

 Lassen County Planning and Building 
Services  
707 Nevada Street 
Susanville, CA  96130 

Maurice Anderson, Director 
 

No comments received as of 
11/18/10. 
 

10/25/10 Lassen County Community 
Development 

Thomas Maioli Expecting additional comments from 
Thomas Maioli. Verbal comments.  

11/08/10 Lassen County APCD 
707 Nevada Street, Ste. 1 
Susanville, CA  96130 

Joe Bertotti, Officer No comment received as of 11/18/10. 

10/18/10 City of Susanville Planning Division 
66 North Lassen Street 
Susanville, CA  96130-3904 

Jared Hancock, Sr. Planner Expecting additional comments from 
Jared Hancock. See Appendix A 

10/21/10 
 

Native American Heritage Commission 
915 Capitol Mall, Room 364 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

Katy Sanchez, Program Analyst See Appendix A-3 

 Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 
Susanville Service Center 
170 Russell Ave., Ste. C 
Susanville, CA  96130-4271 

Kenneth Weaver, District Conservationist 
 

No comments received as of 1/31/11. 

11/08/10 Natural Resources Conservation 
Service 
Susanville Service Center 
170 Russell Ave., Ste. C 
Susanville, CA  96130-4271 

Ceci Dale-Cesmat 
District Conservationist 

No comments received as of 
11/29/10. 
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Date Comments 
Received Agency Name Contact Name/Title Comments 

01/26/11 
01/28/11 
02/28/11 
03/28/11 

Nevada Dept of Transportation 
1263 South Stewart St. 
Carson City, NV  89712 

Robert Chisel 
Steve Cook 
Steve Smith 
Cliff Creger 
Bill Bowman 

See Appendix A – Telephone note   
and email - Jan. 26, 2011; Jan 28, 
2011.  Also see Telephone note – 
February 28, 2011 
Ongoing meetings and teleconn.  
PSREC decided on 3/28/11 to avoid 
U.G. construction in NDOT ROW and 
utilize existing NV Energy overhead 
poles. 

 Northern Sierra Air Quality 
Management District 
District Headquarters 
200 Litton Drive, Ste. 320 
Grass Valley, CA  95945 

 No comments received as of 1/31/11. 

10/14/10 
 

Northern Sierra Air Quality 
Management District 
PO Box 2509 
Grass Valley, CA  95945 

Sam Longmire, MSES 
Air Pollution Control Specialist 

See Appendix A 

 Plumas Corporation 
PO Box 3880 
Quincy, CA  95971 

John Sheehan 
 

No comments received as of 
11/29/10. 

11/29/10 Plumas County Planning 
555 Main Street 
Quincy, CA  95971 

Randy Wilson, Director 
 

Forwarding scoping package to Public 
Works Department as of 11/29/10.   
Meeting held on 01/28/2011 with 
Baracco. See Appendix A 

 Plumas County Public Works 
1834 East Main 
Quincy, CA  95971 

Bob Perreault 
 

No comments received as of 
11/18/10. 

11/15/10 
01/28/11 

City of Portola 
35 Third Avenue 
Portola, CA  96122 

Jim Murphy, City Manager 
Karen Downs, Planner 

See Appendix A 

10/15/10 Sierra County Planning Department 
PO Box 530 
Downieville, CA  95936 

Tim Bealls, Director 
 

See Appendix A - email from M. Dines 
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Date Comments 
Received Agency Name Contact Name/Title Comments 

11/16/10 Sierra County Planning Department 
101 Courthouse Square 
PO Box 530 
Downieville, CA  95936 

Brandon Pangman, Sr. Planner Verbal comments 

 US Army Corp of Engineers 
Sacramento District 
1325 J Street 
Sacramento, CA  95814-2922 

Will Ness 
Regulatory Branch 

No comments received as of 
11/18/10. 

10/06/10 USFS, Pacific SW Region 
1323 Club Drive 
Vallejo, CA  94592 

Jeanne Wade Evans, Deputy Regional Forester 
Jim Pena 

No comments received as of 1/31/11. 

11/05/10 
12/02/10 
01/24/11 
03/29/11 

USFS, Plumas National Forest 
PO Box 1150 
Quincy, CA  95971 

Alice Carlton, Forest Supervisor 
David Drake 
 

Meeting with USFS on Dec 1, 2010 & 
Jan. 24, 2011; numerous telephone & 
email discussions. See Appendix A 
Ongoing meetings and teleconn. 
Received verbal comments. Issuing 
CAT EX and Decision Memo. 

 City of Reno 
PO Box 1900 
Reno, NV  89501 

Donna Dreska, City Manager 
 

No comments received as of 1/31/11. 

11/05/10 
11/08/10 
11/29/10 
11/29/10 

 

City of Reno 
PO Box 1900 
Reno, NV  89501 

Claudia C. Hanson, AICP 
Planning Manager 
Nathan Gilbert 
Travis Truhill 

See Appendix A 

10/18/10 Washoe County Department of 
Community Development 
PO Box 11130 
Reno, NV  89520-0027 

Adrian P. Freund, Director See Appendix A 

01/11/11 California Office of Historic Preservation  
1725 23rd Street, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95816 

F. Wayne Donaldson, SHPO 
Tristan Tozer, State Historian 

See Appendix A 
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Date Comments 
Received Agency Name Contact Name/Title Comments 

10/13/10 
01/25/11 

Nevada Office of Historic Preservation 
100 N. Stewart St.,  
Carson City, NV 89701 

Rebecca Palmer See Appendix A 

10/19/10 
02/11/11 
03/08/11 

US Fish & Wildlife Service-Sacramento 
2800 Cottage Way, Rm. W-2605 
Sacramento, CA  95825 

Susan K. Moore See Appendix A for Concurrence 
letter dated 03/08/11 

10/19/10 
02/11/11 
03/30/11 

US Fish & Wildlife Service-Reno 
1340 Financial Blvd., Ste. 234 
Reno, NV  89502 

Jeanne Stafford See Appendix A for Concurrence 
email dated 03/30/11. 

09/10/10 Union Pacific Railroad Jon Devish See Appendix A 
 Utah State Historic Preservation 

Salt Lake City, UT 
Jim Dykman 
Wilson Martin 
Roger Roper 

Notified through TCNS.  No 
comments received as of 4/7/11. 

 Arizona State Parks Carol Griffith 
William Collins 
Ann Howard 

Notified through TCNS.  Telephoned 
on 2/22//11 to say no comments since 
is out of area of interest. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Telecommunications and
Information Administration

Washington, DC 20230

October 19,2010

Jeannie Stafford

Field Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Nevada Fish and Wildlife Office (Reno)
1340 Financial Blvd
Reno, NV 89502

Re: Endangered Species Act, Section 7, Consultations RegardinRBroadband Technology
Opportunities Program (BTOP) Grant Recipient #5684, Plumas Sierra Rural Electric
Cooperative, Fiber Optic Network Infrastructure Project

Dear Ms. Stafford,

The National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) has awarded a grant
to Plumas Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative, through the Broadband Technology Opportunities
Program (BTOP), as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The
funding must be obligated and the project completed within 3 years. This timeline is driven by
the laws and regulations governing the use of this ARRA grant funding. In order to meet the
ARRA timeline and expedite the review process, NTIA is sending project notification letters to
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services regional headquarters and individual state field offices
seeking their timely cooperation in reviewing and responding to each ofNTIA's ARRA funded
projects.

The funding for this project in California and Nevada will be used to install aerial and
underground fiber within Plumas, Sierra, Lassen Counties, CA and Washoe County, NV. A
project description and map are attached.

As a result of the review of the information provided with the grant application, NTIA
determined that the proposed activities should be reviewed and informal consultations conducted
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Special Award Conditions (SAC) in the NTIA grant
require Plumas Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative to consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service under Section 7 of the Endar:tgered Species Act. The grant recipient may not commence
project implementation (including demolition, construction, ground disturbance, etc.) prior to
completion of this consultation.

The grant recipient, Plumas Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative, is being copied with this letter.
Once they complete their analysis and develop conclusions regarding effects of the proposed
action, they will be in contact with you to provide the analysis developed, and seek your
concurrence with the determinations made.



If any issues or questions arise during these consultations please contact me at (202) 482-4208,
or FMonteferrante@ntia.doc.gov. NTIA is prepared and willing at any time to participate
directly in the review process as needed. As monitoring the progress of each of these projects is
vital to their success, I would appreciate being copied on any correspondence you have in the
future with the grant recipient regarding this project. Please do not send any return
correspondence via US Mail since most mail is irradiated and will take extra time for delivery.
All correspondence should be either bye-mail, fax (202-501-8009), or by express mail services
(FedEx or similar carrier).

Sincerely,

Frank J. Monteferrante, Ph.D.
Environmental Compliance Specialist
National Telecommunications and

Information Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
H.C. Hoover Bldg. Room 2830B
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20230

Attachment

cc: Lori Rice

Plumas Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative
73233 State Route 70
Portola, CA 96122
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PLUMAS-SIERRA TELECOMMUNICATIONS

73233 State Route 70 • Portola, CA 96122

(800) 221-3474' (530) 832-4126 • Fax (530) 832-4515

11 February 2011

Ms. Jeannie Stafford

Field Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Nevada Fish and Wildlife Office (Reno)
1340 Financial Blvd

Reno, NY 89502

Subject: Request Concurrence of 'No Effect' Determinationfor the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program (BTOP) Grant Recipiellt #5684. Plumas Sierra Rural Electric
Cooperative. Fiber Optic Network Infrastructure Project

Dear Ms. Stafford:

In a letter dated 19 October 2010, the National Telecommunications and Information Administration

(NTIA) briefly described the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funded Plumas

Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative (PSREC), Fiber Optic Network Infrastructure Project, also known

as the Middle Mile Fiber Project (Attachment A). As a Special Award Condition of the NTIA grant
PSREC is required to consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act. PSREC may not commence project implementation prior to completion of

this consultation. The 19 October 2010 NTIA letter also states that PSREC "will complete their

analysis and develop conclusions regarding effects of the proposed action, they will be in contact
with you [USFWS] to provide the analysis developed, and seek your [USFWS] concurrence with the
detelminations made."

The PSREC is proposing to build, operate, and maintain an approximately 185 mi long fiber optic
communications network in northeastern California and northwestern Nevada (the Proposed

Action). The Proposed Action would provide access capabilities for Plumas, Sierra, and Lassen
counties in California and a portion of Washoe Co. in Nevada. The Proposed Action would also
accommodate future Statewide interconnection of major Public Safety Answering Points, a future

California statewide and Nevada public safety network.

Approximately 148 mi of the 185 mi long new fiber cable installation would be placed on existing

PSREC pole infrastructure; the remaining 37 mi would be installed underground. New underground
construction will occur for eight miles in the Caltrans US 395 ROW from the CA-NV State Line at
Bordertown, Nevada to Hallelujah Junction, California and 15 miles in the NDOT US 395 ROW
and City of Reno streets from Borde110wn to the Reno terminus. In cities and other urban areas,
new fiber will be placed in existing conduits or new conduit will be placed underground in existing

urban hardscape.

10070·PSREC·USFWS·NoEffect·Detennin·Reno·Ltr 2/lli2011



The biological study area (BSA) traverses or is immediately adjacent to land owned or administered by
private parties, Bureau of Land Management (BLM; Eagle Lake Field Office and Carson City Field Office),

Plumas National Forest, Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest, and the CA Department ofFish & Game (DFG;
Doyle and Bass Hill Wildlife Areas).

Under contract to PSREC, Sycamore Environmental prepared a Biological & Aquatic Habitat Assessment

(BAHA) for the Proposed Action (Attachment B). The BAHA describes baseline biological conditions in the
BSA, summarizes reconnaissance level surveys of in the BSA, evaluates potential project impacts to Federal

and state listed species (as well as other special status species), and proposes avoidance and minimization
measures to avoid potential project impacts to biological and aquatic resources.

Data received from USFWS, BLM, USFS, NNHP, and CNDDB records (Appendix A and B of the BAHA)
were used to compile a table of regional species and habitats of concern (Appendix E of the BAHA). Section
2.4 of the BAHA summarizes the coordination and informal consultation efforts with Federal and state

resources agencies during preparation of the BAHA. Marginal or suitable habitat for two endangered, one
threatened, and six candidate species occurs in the BSA. Table 1 lists the Federal-threatened and endangered
species and the FESA determination. Candidate species are not included in Table 1. We understand that

Nevada (Reno) USFWS is the lead office for the three species listed in Table 1. Based on the analysis
presented in the BAHA (Chapter 4) and the proposed avoidance and minimization measure (Section 1.5)

PSREC has determined that the Proposed Action will have 'No Effect' on Federal-listed threatened or

endangered species.

Table 1. Summary of FESA consultation requirement.

May affect,

Federal

No
but is not

May affect, and
Scientific Name

Common Name
Status

Effectlikely to
is likely to

adversely
adversely affect

affectInvertebrates
Pseudocopaeodes

Carson wanderingE
X

eunus obscurus skipper

Fish Chasmistes cujus

Cui-uiEX

Oncorhynchus

Lahontan cutthroat(=Sa/mo) clarki trout

T
X

henshawi
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As required by the 19 October 2010 NTIA letter, PSREC requests written concurrence from USFWS of the

'No Effects' detennination for the Proposed Action. If, after reviewing the enclosed BAHA, you have any
questions, please contact Jeffery Little, at 916/ 427-0703.

Yours truly,

Lori }{ice

Project Manager
Plumas-Sierra Telecommunications

jjl:LR

cc: Frank Monteferrante, National Telecommunications and Infonnation Administration (NTIA)
Genevieve Walker, NEPA Coordinator, US Department of Commerce
Jeffery Little, Sycamore Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Mary Ann Mix, MPE, Inc.

Attachment A: Copy of 19 October 2010 NTIA Letter
Attachment B: Biological and Aquatic Habitat Assessment

IOO70·PSREC·USFWS·NoEffecl-DeternUn·Reno·Ltr 2/1112011 Sycamore Environmental Consultants, Inc. 3



United States Department of the Interior
Pacific Southwest Region

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Nevada Fish and Wildlife Office

1340 Financial Blvd., Suite 234
Reno, Nevada 89502

Ph: (775) 861-6300 - Fax: (775) 861-6301

us.
FISH •• WILDI..IFR

SERVICE

~

March 8, 2011
File No. 2011-TA-0161

Ms. Lori Rice
Plumas-Sierra Telecommunications
73233 State Route 70

Portola, California 96122

Dear Ms. Rice:

Subject: Plumas-Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative, Fiber Optic Network
Infrastructure Project (Reno, Nevada to Quincy and
Susanville, California)

We have reviewed your letter and Biological and Aquatic Habitat Assessment received on
February 14, 2011, for the above subject project. The project involves installation of
approximately 185 miles of fiber optic line between Reno, Nevada, and Quincy and Susanville,
California. Approximately 148 miles of the line will be placed on existing pole infrastructure.
The remaining 37 miles or so will be installed underground within existing conduits or in new
conduits located within U.S. 395 Highway rights-of way in Nevada and California or other urban
hardscape. Based on the project's description and location, and field survey information, we
agree that it is unlikely installation of this fiber optic network will adversely impact the three
federally-listed species which occur within the project area [cui-ui (Chasmistes cujus), Lahontan
cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus clarkii hens haw i), and Carson wandering skipper
(Pseudocopaeodes eunus obscurus)]. Critical habitat has not been designated for any of these
three species.

Please reference File No. 2011- TA-O161 in future correspondence concerning this project. If
you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me or Marcy Haworth
at (775) 861-6300.

Sincerely,

\~~
Uniel J. Buford

Acting State Supervisor

TAKE PRIDE!PQr:::..~
lNAMERICA~



Lori Rice File No. 2011-TA-OI61

cc:

Environmental Compliance Specialist, National Telecommunications and Information
Administration, Washington, D. C.

Vice President, Sycamore Environmental Consultants, Inc., Sacramento, California
Branch Chief, Forest-Foothills Branch, Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office,

Sacramento, California
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UNITED ST AITS DEPARTMB-IT OF (()I.,W£RCE

National Telecommunications aud
Information Admini.~(rJtion

WashingtOn, OC 20230

October 19,20 I0

Susan K. Moore

Field Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office

2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825

Re: Endangered Species Act, Section 7, Consultations Regarding Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program (BTOP) Grant Recipient #5684, Plumas Sierra Rural Electric
Cooperative, Fiber Optic Network Infrastructure Project

Dear rv1s. Moore,

The National Telecommunications and Infonnation Administration (NTIA) has awarded a grant
to Plumas Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative, through the Broadband Tedmology Opportunities
Program (BTOP), as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The
funding must be obligated and the project completed within 3 years. This timeline is driven by
the laws and regulations governing the use of this ARRA grant funding. In order to meet the
ARRA timeline and expedite the review process, NTIA is sending project notification letters to
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services regional headquarters and individual state field offices
seeking their timely cooperation in reviewing and responding to each of NT lA's ARRA funded
projects.

The funding for this project in California and Nevada will be used to install aerial and
underground fiber within Plumas, Sierra, Lassen Counties, CA and Washoe County, NY. A
project description and map are attached.

As a result of the review of the information provided with the grant application, NTIA
determined that the proposed activities should be reviewed and informal consultations conducted
with the u.s. Fish and Wildlife Service. Special Award Conditions (SAC) in the NTIA grant
require Plumas Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative to consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service under Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act. The grant recipient may not commence
project implementation (including demolition, construction, ground disturbance, etc.) prior to
completion of this consultation.

The grant recipient, Plumas Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative, is being copicd with this letter.
Once they complete their analysis and develop conclusions regarding effects of the proposed
action, they will be in contact with you to provide the analysis developed, and seek your
concurrence with the determinations made.



If any issues or questions arise during these consultations please contact me at (202) 482-4208,
or FMontcferrantefmntia.doc.gov. NTIA is prepared and willing at any time to participate
directly in the review process as needed. As monitoring the progress of each of these projects is
vital to their success, r would appreciate being copied on any correspondence you have in the
future with the grant recipient regarding this project. Please do not send any retum .
correspondence via US Mail since most mail is irradiated and will take extra time for delivery.
All correspondence should be either bye-mail, fax (202-501-8009), or by express mail services
(FedEx or similar carrier).

Sincerely,

Frank J. Monteferrante, Ph.D.
Environmental Compliance Specialist
National Telecommunications and

Information Administration

U.S. Department of Commerce
H.c. Hoover Bldg. Room 2830B
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20230

Attaclunent

cc: Lori Rice

Plumas Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative
73233 State Route 70
Portola, CA 96122
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PLUMAS-SIERRA TELECOMMUNICATIONS

73233 State Route 70 • Portola, CA 96122

(800) 221·3474 • (530) 832-4126 • Fax (530) 832-4515

11 February 2011

Ms. Susan K. Moore

Field Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office

2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825

Subject: Request Concurrence of 'No Effect' Determination for the Broadband Technology
Opportunities Program (BTOP) Grant Recipient #5684, Plumas Sierra Rural Electric
Cooperative, Fiber Optic Network Infrastructure Project

Dear Ms. Moore: I

In a letter dated 19 October 2010, the National Telecommunications and Information Administration

(NTIA) briefly described the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funded Plumas

Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative (PSREC), Fiber Optic Network Infrastructure Project, also known
as the Middle Mile Fiber Project (Attachment A). As a Special Award Condition of the NTIA grant

PSREC is required to consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service under Section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act. PSREC may not commence project implementation prior to completion of

this consultation. The 19 October 2010 NTIA letter also states that PSREC "will complete their

analysis and develop conclusions regarding effects of the proposed action, they will be in contact
with you [USFWS] to provide the analysis developed, and seek your [USFWS] concurrence with the
determinations made."

The PSREC is proposing to build, operate, and maintain an approximately 183 mi long fiber optic

communications network in northeastern California and northwestern Nevada (the Proposed
Action). The Proposed Action would provide access capabilities for Plumas, Sierra, and Lassen

counties in California and a portion of Washoe Co. in Nevada. The Proposed Action would also
accommodate future Statewide interconnection of major Public Safety Answering Points, a future

California statewide and Nevada public safety network.

Approximately 148 mi of the 185 mi long new fiber cable installation would be placed on existing

PSREC pole infrastructure; the remaining 37 mi would be installed underground. New underground
construction will occur for eight miles in the Caltrans US 395 ROW from the CA-NV State Line at
Bordertown, Nevada to Hallelujah Junction, California and 15 miles in the NDOT US 395 ROW
and City of Reno streets from Bordertown to the Reno terminus. In cities and other urban areas,

new fiber will be placed in existing conduits or new conduit will be placed underground in existing
urban hardscape.

IOO70-PSREC-USFWS-NoEtfect-Dctennin·Sacto-Ltr 2/11/2011



The biological study area (BSA) traverses or is immediately adjacent to land owned or administered by

private parties, Bureau of Land Management (BLM; Eagle Lake Field Office and Carson City Field Office),

Plumas National Forest, Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest, and the CA Department ofFish & Game (DFG;
Doyle and Bass Hill Wildlife Areas).

Under contract to PSREC, Sycamore Environmental prepared a Biological & Aquatic Habitat Assessment

(BAHA) for the Proposed Action (Attachment B). The BAHA describes baseline biological conditions in the
BSA, summarizes reconnaissance level surveys of in the BSA, evaluates potential project impacts to Federal

and state listed species (as well as other special status species), and proposes avoidance and minimization
measures to avoid potential project impacts to biological and aquatic resources.

Data received from USFWS, BLM, USFS, NNHP, and CNDDB records (Appendix A and B of the BAHA)

were used to compile a table of regional species and habitats of concern (Appendix E of the BAHA). Section
2.4 of the BAHA summarizes the coordination and informal consultation efforts with Federal and state

resources agencies during preparation of the BAHA. Marginal or suitable habitat for two endangered, one
threatened, and six candidate species occurs in the BSA. Table 1 lists the Federal-threatened and endangered

species and the FESA determination. Candidate species are not included in Table 1. We understand that
Nevada (Reno) USFWS is the lead office for the three species listed in Table 1. Based on the analysis
presented in the BAHA (Chapter 4) and the proposed avoidance and minimization measure (Section 1.5)

PSREC has determined that the Proposed Action will have 'No Effect' on Federal-listed threatened or
endangered species.

Table 1. Summary of FESA consultation requirement.

May affect,

Federal

No
but is not

May affect, and
Scientific Name

Common Name
Status

Effectlikely to
is likely to

adversely
adversely affect

affectInvertebrates
Pselldocopaeodes

Carson wanderingE
X

ellnllS ObSCllrtlS skipper

Fish Chasmistes cujus

Cui-uiEX

Oncorhynchus

Lahontan cutthroat(=Salmo) clarki trout
T

X
henshawi
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As required by the 19 October 2010 NTIA letter, PSREC requests written concurrence from USFWS of the

'No Effects' determination for the Proposed Action. If, after reviewing the enclosed BAHA, you have any
questions, please contact Jeffery Little, at 916/427-0703.

Yours truly,

Lori IDce

Project Manager
Plumas-Sierra Telecommunications

jjl:LR

cc: Frank Monteferrante, National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA)
Genevieve Walker, NEPA Coordinator, US Department of Commerce
Jeffery Little, Sycamore Environmental Consultants, Inc.
Mary Ann Mix, MPE, Inc.

Attachment A: Copy of 19 October 2010 NTIA Letter
Attachment B: Biological and Aquatic Habitat Assessment (separately bound)
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Jennifer Atkins

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Mr. Jeff Little,

Casey_Collins@fws.gov
Wednesday, March 30, 2011 4:23 PM

Jeffery Little
glohn@psrec.coop; Jennifer Atkins; Irice@psrec.coop; mix@mpeinc.net

RE:Plumas Sierra Fiber Optic Project USFWS Reno Concurrence Determination 8 March
11

This email is in response to Plumas-Sierra Communications' February 11, 2011, letter to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service) with regards to the Plumas Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative, Fiber Optic Network Infrastructure Project
(Project). The Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Field Office received a copy of a letter from the Nevada Fish and Wildlife
Office to Plumas-Sierra Communications on March 11, 2011, stating that it is unlikely that the project will adversely impact
the three federally listed species in question (cui-ui, Lohantan cutthroat trout, and Carson wandering skipper). The
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife agrees with the determination of the Nevada Fish and Wildlife Office. Unless new
information reveals effects of the proposed action that may affect listed species in a manner or to an extent not
considered; or the project is modified in a manner that causes an effect to the listed species that was not considered; or a
new species or critical habitat is designated that may be affected by the proposed action, no further action pursuant to the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. §1531 et. seq.), is necessary.

Casey Collins

Casey Collins
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
Endangered Species Program
US Fish and Wildlife Service
2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825
Phone: (916) 414-6680
Fax: (916) 414-6713
Email: casey collins@fws.Qov

Jeffery Little <Jefferv.Llttle@SycamoreEnv.com>

03/30/2011 12:18 PM

Casey,

To "casey collins@fws.aov" <casey colins@fws.aov>

cc "Irice@csrec.cooc" <Irice@csrec.cooc>. "alohn@csrec.cooc" <alohn@csrec.cooc>.
Jennifer Atkins <iatkins@csrec.cooc>. "mix@mceinc.net" <mix@mceinc.net>

Subject RE: Plumas Sierra Fiber Optic Project USFWS Reno Concurrence Determination 8
March 11

The Department of Commerce (DOC), National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) has requested that
Plumas Sierra Rural Electric Cooperative, as a Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) grant recipient. obtain written
communication ITomUSFWS to verify that its Fiber Optic Project will not result in take of federal listed species.

You had indicated that you were working on a technical assistance letter for this project. Do you have a schedule for when that would
1
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