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SHELDON CONTIGUOUS WILDERNESS STUDY AREA

1.  THE STUDY AREA - 23,700 Acres

The Sheldon Contiguous WSA (CA-020-1012) is located within Washoe County,  in northwest Nevada.  The
WSA includes 23,700 acres of BLM lands and surrounds 608 acres of private lands.  Cedarville, California is
40 miles southwest, Susanville, California is 120 miles southwest and Reno, Nevada is 170 miles south.  The
WSA is bounded by the Oregon/Nevada line on the north, the Sheldon Refuge on the east and south and by
Nevada Highway 34 and the Macy Flat Road on the west.  The Refuge boundary is fenced.  The stateline and
the Macy Flat Road are infrequently maintained dirt roads.  Highway 34 is a well maintained gravel road.

The WSA includes the eastern portion of Macy Flat, an intermittent lakebed, the upland benches to the east
of the Flat and part of a series of low ridges on the north side of Yellow Peak.  The topography and vegetation
are typical of old Great Basin volcanic flows intermixed with intermittent lake basins.  The dominant vegetation
is sagebrush and scattered juniper trees.  Elevations range from 5300 to 6600 feet.

2.  RECOMMENDATION AND RATIONALE -       748 acres recommended for wilderness
       22,952 acres recommended for nonwilderness

Designating 748 acres as wilderness and releasing 22,952 acres  for uses other than wilderness is
recommended.  This recommendation is premised on Congress designating the administratively endorsed and
contiguous Charles Sheldon Antelope Refuge WSA as wilderness.   The triangular piece of BLM land
recommended for wilderness designation is separated from the remainder of the WSA by a continuous rock
rim but fits well with the Sheldon proposed wilderness.   While designating the entire area as wilderness would
result in the least long term change from the natural environment,  environmental impacts can be avoided or
minimized by using all practical means to manage the released portion.

By itself, the recommended wilderness does not meet the minimum wilderness values described in the 1964
Wilderness Act.  It is a small area with limited opportunities for solitude and primitive recreation and has no
special features.   However, when combined with the  US Fish and Wildlife Service recommended wilderness,
the unit contributes topographic continuity.  

The recommended wilderness is manageable as wilderness due partially to the extreme ruggedness and
steepness of the Rye Creek Rim.  The steep and rough topography of the rim tends to screen any activities or
visitors from activities in adjacent areas within the WSA.  However, most of the wilderness characteristics would
be lost if the adjacent Sheldon Refuge was not managed for wilderness values.  Designation of this area would
slightly increase the size of the Sheldon wilderness, assuming that Sheldon WSA was also designated.  The
increased size would slightly improve the ability of a wilderness visitor to find solitude and would allow for a
small increase in opportunities for dispersed recreation.  There are no conflicts with other resource uses in the
recommended wilderness.  Due to the topography, there is no livestock grazing and no known mineral potential
or interest.

The 22,952 acres recommended for uses other than wilderness meet the minimum wilderness values described
in the 1964 Wilderness Act.   This area has a naturally appearing character with human imprints small scale
and evenly scattered.   Cattle grazing and year-round wildlife use  are the major uses.   While conflicts between
wilderness and other resources are not significant, this portion of the WSA has no outstanding features that
make it special or unique from the surrounding lands.  Other nearby WSA's have outstanding or unique charac-
teristics that make them better suited for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System.  Given the
lack of special features and the lack of quality wilderness values, releasing the area for nonwilderness uses is
recommended. 
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3.  WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS

A.  Naturalness:  The Sheldon Contiguous WSA is predominately natural with limited human imprint.  The
imprint of man's work is related to facilities to support livestock grazing and about 23 miles of access roads
and ways used for construction and maintenance of the facilities as well as for hunting.  Livestock grazing
facilities include small stock ponds, one 60 acre herbicide treatment area and six short pieces of fencing
totaling about 2.5 miles.  With the possible exception of the treated field,  projects have low impact to
naturalness.

The ways within the WSA receive use only by light vehicles and are two wheel tracks through the sagebrush
with low impact on the naturalness. There are two "cherrystem roads", one which penetrates the WSA from
the western boundary two-thirds of the width of the Unit and continues as a way to the eastern boundary.  The
road is of generally low overall impact to naturalness.

The human related imprints are not evenly distributed within the WSA.  The eastern portion of the WSA has
almost no man related intrusions, while the remainder of the WSA contains all the facilities discussed and an
estimated 90% of the access ways.  Thus within the WSA, the eastern portion is substantially more natural
than the western portion.  The recommended wilderness has no unnatural features.

B.  Solitude:   At low levels of use, visitors to the Sheldon Contiguous WSA would be able to find solitude.
The gentle terrain, generally low vegetation, scattered juniper stands and excellent visibility all combine to limit
the outstanding opportunities for solitude.

C.  Primitive and Unconfined Recreation:  The Sheldon Contiguous WSA does not have outstanding
opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation.  This is due to the lack of resources normally used by
dispersed recreation users.  The WSA has no distinctive topography or vegetational features.  The WSA has
no dependable water, which is important to recreational users and results in relatively low densities and diversity
of wildlife.  While outstanding opportunities do not exist, the WSA does contain some opportunities for
dispersed recreation for hikers and horseback riders for sightseeing and hunting.

D.  Special Features:  The WSA is contiguous to one Unit of the administratively endorsed Sheldon Refuge
Wilderness Study Area (F&WS, 26,000 acres) along the southern boundary and the southern quarter of the
eastern boundary.  The combination of the two WSA's would be a 50,300 acre unit which would result in
increased opportunities for solitude and wilderness type recreation.

4.  MANAGEABILITY
  
The entire WSA could be managed as wilderness.  The area contains no private inholdings or valid rights which
would impair manageability.  Additionally, the boundaries use topographic features which would preclude
problems with intentional or unintentional vehicle use.

The portion of the WSA not recommended for wilderness designation could also be managed as wilderness.
However, several factors would make management of the area difficult.  Most of this portion is open, rolling
terrain dominated by sparse stands of low growing sagebrush.  It is common practice for hunters to drive cross
country in vehicles to avoid long walks.  Additionally, the penetration of the non-suitable portion by two
"cherrystem" roads would allow vehicles good access to the interior of the area increasing the probability of
cross country travel.  The nature of the non-wilderness portion of the WSA is such that erection of barriers
would not be effective as vehicles could easily drive around the barriers.
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5.  ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCE VALUES

The joint U.S. Bureau of Mines-U.S.Geological Survey report for the 748 acres recommended for wilderness
designation indicated no mineral potential.  There are no existing mineral rights and no mining claims are known
to exist.

An analysis of the mineral resource potential and geothermal potential of the adjacent Charles Sheldon
Antelope Refuge Wilderness Study Areas was conducted by the U.S. Geological Survey and U.S. Bureau of
Mines.  Evaluation is based on the interpretation of analysis of rock and stream sediment samples, analyses
of spring water samples, geologic mapping and geophysical surveys.  Results indicate the area has low
potential for the discovery of exposed mineral deposits; however, the results suggest that the area may contain
concealed deposits.  Surface data suggests the area has a low potential for geothermal resources.  There are
no sand and gravel use sites within the WSA.  The WSA is considered to have only very low potential for oil
and gas.

6.  SUMMARY OF WSA-SPECIFIC PUBLIC COMMENTS

During the formal public review of the draft EIS, a total of 336 comments specifically addressing the WSA were
received.  Written comments consisted of 324 letters while 12 oral comments were received at three public
hearings.  Two hundred ninety comments supported the Bureau's recommendation, 41 comments supported
more wilderness than the Bureau's recommendation and five comments supported nonwilderness.  Those
favoring the Bureau's recommendation mentioned the consensus reached by the TRT group and reiterated the
wilderness values of the WSA.  Those who commented in favor of no wilderness and more wilderness than the
Bureau's recommendation, mentioned nonspecific concerns about wilderness values or potential resource
conflicts.


