
 
 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

Population and Management 
What is the current population of the herd? 
The current wild horse population for the Reveille HMA is approximately 231 wild horses. 
Following the foaling season in 2010, the population will grow to an estimated 278 wild horses, 
which is 140 animals in excess of the AML which has been established through Final Multiple 
Use Decisions issued in 2001 and through clarification by the Internal Board of Land Appeals in 
2002. 

Why doesn’t the BLM gather to the AML of 138 wild horses? 
This alternative does not comply with the 1971 Wild Free Roaming Horses and Burros Act 
because management within AML would not be achieved, and it would not allow for removal of 
sufficient excess animals to achieve or maintain a thriving natural ecological balance.  The HMA 
would immediately exceed the established AML following the 2011 foal season.  Additionally, 
through a 1987 Settlement Agreement and Amended Wild Horse Management Decision issued 
in October 2001 and further clarified by the Internal Board of Land Appeals, the BLM is 
required to schedule a gather within 120 days of determining that the population exceeds 138 
wild horses. The established AML provides for the BLM to remove sufficient wild horses 
during gathers to allow for up to three years before the AML would be exceeded and another 
gather would be required. 

Can the BLM manage wild horses or burros where herds did not exist in 1971? 
No. Under the law, the BLM is authorized to manage wild horses or burros only on those areas 
where they were found in 1971. 

How many Herd Management Areas are managed by the Battle Mountain District?  How 
many acres? 
The Battle Mountain District manages 28 Herd Management Areas on about 3.6 million acres. 
There 3,500 to 4,000 wild horses and burros in the Battle Mountain District. 

The BLM as a whole manages 180 Herd Management Areas on about 32 million acres in ten 
western states. 



 
                  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
  

 

Wild horses of the Reveille HMA. August 2009 Inventory. 

What are Wild Horse and Burro Ranges? 
Wild Horse and Burro Ranges are designated through the land use planning process. They are
 
managed principally, but not necessarily exclusively, for wild horses and burros. To be 

considered for designation as a Wild Horse or Burro Range, the HMA must have unique herd 

characteristics, outstanding viewing opportunities, unique landscape, or significant historical or 

cultural features.   


BLM manages four Wild Horse and Burro Ranges:  They are: 

 Nevada Wild Horse Range, Nevada (1962) 

 Pryor Mountain Wild Horse Range, Montana  (1968) 

 Little Bookcliffs, Colorado (1980) 

 Marietta Burro Range, Nevada (1991). 


How does the BLM select its gather contractors? 
The BLM’s national gather contracts were awarded in 2006 following an in-depth technical 
review of the proposals received from the prospective contractors. Among the key elements of 
the technical review was evaluation of the prospective contractor’s knowledge, skill and ability 
to gather and handle wild horses and burros in a safe, effective and humane manner. The BLM’s 
contractors have demonstrated the knowledge, skill and ability to gather and handle these 
animals safely, effectively and humanely.  

What contractor will be conducting the Reveille HMA gather? 
Contractor to be appointed and is subject to change. 


