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Index of Scenic Quality Rating Units 

No.	 SQRU Name Page No. SQRU Name Page
 

Battle Mountain A-3 043 Paradise Foothills A-217
 

Upper Reese River Valley A-9 044 Pactolus Hills A-221
 

North Shoshone Range A-13 045 Stewart Valley A-225
 

Whirlwind Valley A-19 046 Ione Valley A-229
 

Buffalo Valley A-23 047 Toiyabe Foothills A-233
 

Crescent Valley A-27 048 Big Smoky Valley A-239
 

Fish Creek Mountains A-31 049 Toquima Foothills A-243
 

Fish Creek Basin A-37 050 Monitor Valley South A-247
 

Carico Lake Valley A-41 051 Little Fish Lake Valley A-251
 

Toiyabe Range A-47 052 Big Fault Wash A-255
 

Denay Valley A-53 053 Park Range A-259
 

Garden Valley A-59 054 Moores Station Wash A-263
 

Sulphur Spring Range A-63 055 Confusion Hills A-267
 

Antelope Valley West A-69 056 Heart Hills A-271
 

Antelope Valley Foothills A-75 057 Dry Lake Hills A-275
 

Upper Reese Valley Foothills A-81 058 Big Sand Springs Valley A-279
 

Grass Valley A-87 059 Black Rock Lava Field A-283
 

Simpson Park Mountains A-91 060 North Pancake Range A-289
 

Roberts Mountains A-97 061 Portuguese Mountain A-293
 

Garden Valley Foothills A-103 062 Wood Canyon Mountain A-297
 

Diamond Valley A-107 063 Railroad Valley Playa A-301
 

Diamond Range A-113 064 Grant Range A-305
 

Augusta Range A-117 065 Railroad Valley A-309
 

New Pass Range A-121 066 Quinn Canyon Range A-313
 

Ravenswood Range A-125 067 Ragged Ridge A-317
 

Callaghan Creek Foothills A-131 068 Reveille Range A-321
 

Kobeh Valley A-135 069 Pancake Range A-325
 

Lone Mountain North A-142 070 Hot Creek Valley A-331
 

Desatoya Range A-145 071 Reveille Valley A-335
 

Smith Creek Valley A-149 072 Kawich Range A-339
 

South Shoshone Range A-155 073 Hot Creek Range A-343
 

Lower Reese River Valley A-159 074 Stone Cabin Hills North A-347
 

Big Smoky Valley North A-165 075 Stone Cabin Hills South A-351
 

Monitor Valley North A-171 076 Stone Cabin Valley A-355
 

Black Rock Foothills A-177 077 Monitor Hills A-361
 

Grimes Hills A-181 078 Monitor Range A-365
 

Antelope Valley East A-187 079 Thunder Mountain A-371
 

Fenstermaker A-193 080 Ralston Valley A-375
 

Fish Creek Range A-197 081 Mud Lake A-379
 

Mahogany Flats A-201 082 Tonopah Summit A-383
 

Little Smoky Valley A-207 083 San Antonio Mountains A-387
 

Antelope Range A-211 084 Toquima Range A-391
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Scenic Quality Rating Units, continued
 

No. SQRU Name Page
 

085 Peavine Sand Dunes A-395
 

086 Crescent Dunes A-399
 

087 Big Smoky Valley South A-403
 

088 Royston Hills A-407
 

089 Cirac Valley A-411
 

090 Cedar Mountains A-415
 

091 Monte Cristo Valley A-419
 

092 Monte Cristo Range A-423
 

093 Rock Hill Valley A-427
 

094 Columbus Salt Marsh A-431
 

095 Candelaria Hills A-435
 

096 White Mountain Foothills A-441
 

097 Fish Lake Valley A-445
 

098 Silver Peak Range A-449
 

099 Clayton Sand Dunes A-455
 

100 Clayton Valley A-459
 

101 Clayton Valley Hills A-463
 

102 Weepah Hills A-467
 

103 Lone Mountain South A-471
 

104 Clayton Ridge A-475
 

105 Montezuma Range A-479
 

106 Malpais Mesa A-483
 

107 Tonopah Goldfi eld Hills A-487
 

108 Stonewall Mountain A-491
 

109 Mount Jackson Ridge A-495
 

110 Lida Valley A-499
 

111 Palmetto Mountains A-503
 

112 Sylvania Mountains A-507
 

113 Slate Ridge A-511
 

114 Gold Mountain A-515
 

115 Sarcobatus Flat A-519
 

116 Grapevine Mountains A-523
 

117 Sarcobatus Hills A-527
 

118 Oasis Valley A-533
 

119 Bullfrog Hills A-537
 

120 Sawtooth Mountain A-541
 

121 Bare Mountain A-545
 

122 Amargosa Desert A-551
 

123 Yucca Mountain Foothills A-555
 

124 Crater Flat A-559
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Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Battle Mountain 

Unit Number: 1 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/13/2010 

Time (24hr format): 12:10 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

L
in

e
C

ol
or

 
T

ex
tu

re
 

Rounded, pyramidal, rolling, 
jagged outcrops; contrasting 
horizontal mines 

Undulating, diagonal, 
horizontal, curvilinear 

Tan-beige, rust brown, dark 
gray 

Medium, patchy, coarse, 
random 

Low, carpet-like sage and 
grasses; contrasting rounded 
patches of juniper and 
cottonwood 

Weak, angular, flowing pockets 

Sage green, gray, yellow, dark 
green pinyon/juniper, bright 
green cottonwood 

Uniform with patches of 
clumped or dotted trees 

Large, prominent, flattened, 
trapezoidal, blocky, linear, 
horizontal mining operations 

Bold, horizontal, vertical, 
angular, continuous parallel 

Dark brown, gray, silver, rust 

Directional tailings, medium to 
rough, ordered 

3. Narrative: 
Uniformly vegetated, rolling hills with some prominent outcroppings. Significant strip-mining activity which 
is very dominant to the eye. Occasional patches of riparian vegetation and  a few patches of juniper. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Battle Mountain 1 

3.5 

3.5 

0.5 

3 

3 

1 

-3 

Moderately steep, rugged 

Moderate variety; more than two major types 

Seasonal presence 

Moderate degree of color and contrast 

Somewhat influential 

Common in the region 

Significant impact from strip mine 

11.5 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator IOP Location 
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SQRU 001—Battle Mountain
 

IOP 1. Looking south (IOPNVB000000001) 1_S_BattleMountain_0001.jpg 

IOP 3. Looking north (IOPNVB000000007) 3_N_BattleMountain_0007.jpg 
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IOP 4. Looking west (IOPNVB000000013) 4_W_BattleMountain_0013.jpg 

IOP 5. Looking southwest (IOPNVB000000016) 5_SW_BattleMountain_0016.jpg 
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SQRU 001—Battle Mountain
 

IOP 6. Looking northwest (IOPNVB000000019) 6_NW_BattleMountain_0019.jpg 

IOP 9. Looking north (IOPNVB000000034) 9_N_BattleMountain_0034.jpg 
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Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Lower Reese River Valley 

Unit Number: 2 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/13/2010 

Time (24hr format): 9:00 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Flat, rolling, long Low, carpet-like grasses and 
sage 

Sinuous roads; narrow, thin, 
low fences 

L
in

e

Horizontal, curvilinear, 
undulating 

Horizontal, undulating Vertical, horizontal, parallel, 
angular fences and cattle guards 

C
ol

or
 Tan, beige, gray Tan, sage green, gray, yellow, 

green 
Gray, brown, green, white, 
silver 

T
ex

tu
re

 Smooth Smooth Smooth 

3. Narrative: 
Flat sage valley with some dry lake areas. Minimal irrigated agriculture increases color. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Lower Reese River Valley 2 

1.5 

3 

0.5 

2 

3 

1 

0 

Flat/rolling 

Sage and irrigated agricultural 

Minimal presence 

Moderate level of contrast; somewhat muted 

Moderate influence 

Common within the region 

Neutral 

11 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator IOP Location 
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SQRU 002—Lower Reese River 
Valley 

IOP 2. Looking northwest (IOPNVB000000004) 2_NW_LowerReeseRiverValley_0004.jpg 

IOP 11. Looking northeast (IOPNVB000000052) 11_NE_LowerReeseRiverValley_0052.jpg 
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IOP 14. Looking northwest (IOPNVB000000067) 14_NW_LowerReeseRiverValley_0067.jpg 

IOP 18. Looking west (IOPNVB000000100) 18_W_LowerReeseRiverValley_0100.jpg 
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2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Bold, tall, rolling, rugged, 
rounded pyramid 

Low, carpet-like sage and 
grasses; rounded patches; 
directional strips 

Narrow, thin, parallel fences; 
trapezoidal heaps; cylindrical 
tanks; contrasting 

L
in

e

Flowing, curving, diagonal, 
complex, angular 

Curvilinear, irregular, 
undulating 

Straight, diagonal, curvilinear 
roads; parallel, angular fences 
and cattle guards 

C
ol

or
 Gray, tan, red, brown, chalk 

white, dark charcoal 
Tan grasses; sage green, dark 
green pinyon/juniper; olive, 
yellow, red, bright green 
rabbitbrush 

White, gray, green, black, 
silver, purple 

T
ex

tu
re

 Coarse, directional, 
contrasting, random 

Gradational, stippled, patchy, 
continuous, dense, random 

Smooth, contrasting, clumped 

Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: North Shoshone Range 

Unit Number: 3 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/14/2010 

Time (24hr format): 10:00 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien JLockenvitz 

3. Narrative: 
Long mountainous unit punctuated with radio towers and mines. Occasional patches of juniper, riparian 
vegetation, and flowing stream. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

North Shoshone Range 3 

4 

4 

2.5 

3.5 

4 

2.5 

-1.5 

Moderately vertical, steep, and somewhat rugged 

Mixed communities; more than two types 

Some streams 

Variety of rock color and vegetation contrast 

Impressive views of distant mountains and adjacent 
valleys 

Distinctive with water present; somewhat common in the 
region 
Mines and communications towers 

19 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator IOP Location 
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SQRU 003—North Shoshone Range 
 

IOP 36. Looking west (IOPNVB000000193) 36_W_NorthShoshoneRange_0193.jpg 

IOP 42. Looking west (IOPNVB000000226) 42_W_NorthShoshoneRange_0226.jpg 
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IOP 29. Looking southwest (IOPNVB000000154) 29_SW_NorthShoshoneRange_0154.jpg 

IOP 29. Looking southeast (IOPNVB000000157) 29_SE_NorthShoshoneRange_0157.jpg 
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SQRU 003—North Shoshone Range 
 

IOP 36. Looking west (IOPNVB000000193) 36_W_NorthShoshoneRange_0193.jpg 
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IOP 43. Looking west (IOPNVB000000229) 43_W_NorthShoshoneRange_0229.jpg 
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Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Whirlwind Valley 

Unit Number: 4 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/14/2010 

Time (24hr format): 10:00 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien JLockenvitz 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Flat, rolling terrain; concave Low, carpet-like, dense sage 
and grasses 

Narrow, tall, square, cylindrical 
fences, ranch structures, and 
geothermal facility 

L
in

e

Straight, undulating, 
horizontal 

Horizontal, curvilinear Angular, straight, parallel, 
continuous fences, power lines, 
roads, and cattle grates 

C
ol

or
 Chalky gray, tan Gray-green sage, tan grasses, 

gray and  yellow rabbitbrush 
Dark brown, rust, gray, green, 
blue-gray, white 

T
ex

tu
re

 Smooth, uniform Uniform with some patchiness Smooth, clumped, directional 

3. Narrative: 
Flat, gently sloping valley flowing to the east from the Shoshone Range. Presence of geothermal energy 
development and ranching. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Whirlwind Valley 4 

1.5 

2 

0.5 

1 

2.5 

1 

-0.5 

Flat with some rolling hills 

Moderate; less than two types 

Minimal presence 

Low degree of color and contrast 

Low to moderate; adjacent ranges are not particularly 
scenic 

Common in the region 

Geothermal power plant and mine scars 

8 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 
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SQRU 004—Whirlwind Valley
 

IOP 31. Looking southwest (IOPNVB000000166) 31_SW_WhirlwindValley_0166.jpg 

IOP 31. Looking northwest (IOPNVB000000169) 31_NW_WhirlwindValley_0169.jpg 
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IOP 32. Looking northeast (IOPNVB000000172) 32_NE_WhirlwindValley_0172.jpg 
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Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Buffalo Valley 

Unit Number: 5 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/13/2010 

Time (24hr format): 10:00 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Flat, horizontal Low, carpet-like grasses and 
sage 

Narrow, thin fences; curvilinear 
roads; continuous power lines 

L
in

e

Horizontal undulation, 
concave 

Horizontal Straight, horizontal fences and 
power lines 

C
ol

or
 Tan, gray, chalk white Tan, sage green, yellow, gray Dark brown, gray, white 

T
ex

tu
re

 Smooth, uniform Smooth Smooth 

3. Narrative: 
Flat sage valley with some open, exposed gray soil patches appearing to be dry lake. Presence of hot springs 
in isolated areas. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Buffalo Valley5 

1 

1.5 

0.5 

2 

3.5 

1 

0 

Flat, open 

Sage flat 

Isolated patch of hot springs 

Moderate contrast in color 

Slightly above moderate level of influence 

Common in the region 

Neutral 

9.5 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 
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SQRU 01—Buffalo Valley
 

IOP 8. Looking south (IOPNVB000000031) 8_S_BuffaloValley_0031.jpg 

IOP 24. Looking northwest (IOPNVB000000127) 24_NW_BuffaloValley_0127.jpg 

IOP 28. Looking north (IOPNVB000000151) 28_N_BuffaloValley_0151.jpg 
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IOP 25. Looking northwest (IOPNVB000000133) 25_NW_BuffaloValley_0133.jpg 

IOP 26. Looking northwest (IOPNVB000000139) 26_NW_BuffaloValley_0139.jpg 
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Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Crescent Valley 

Unit Number: 6 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/14/2010 

Time (24hr format): 11:30 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien JLockenvitz 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Flat to rolling Low, carpet-like grasses and 
sage 

Trapezoidal mine tailings; 
narrow, thin, low, long, 
prominent conveyor structure 

L
in

e

Horizontal, straight, 
undulation 

Horizontal Diagonals, horizontal, vertical, 
parallel, geometric, linear fences 

C
ol

or
 Chalky gray, tan, white Gray-green sage, tan grasses, 

gray and yellow-green 
rabbitbrush 

Gray, white, brown, rust, green 

T
ex

tu
re

 Smooth Smooth Directional, contrasting, 
densely clumped 

3. Narrative: 
Flat valley with multiple mine impacts, tailings, conveyor belts, visible pipe, etc. Discordant elements form a 
dominant impression on the viewer. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Crescent Valley6 

1.5 

2.5 

0.5 

2 

3 

1 

-1.5 

Flat to rolling 

Sage flats and some agriculture 

Minimal presence 

Moderate level of intensity 

Moderate influence of adjacent mountains 

Common to the region 

Mine tailings and conveyor 

9 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 
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SQRU 006—Crescent Valley
 

IOP 33. Looking south (IOPNVB000000178) 33_S_CrescentValley_0178.jpg 

IOP 33. Looking north (IOPNVB000000181) 33_N_CrescentValley_0181.jpg 
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IOP 34. Looking southeast (IOPNVB000000184) 34_SE_CrescentValley_0184.jpg 
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Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Fish Creek Mountains 

Unit Number: 7 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/13/2010 

Time (24hr format): 12:00 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Steep, rough, rounded 
pyramidal, long, prominent 

Low, scattered, rounded, 
spherical pinyon/juniper; 
carpet-like sage and grasses 

Diverse, numerous, vertical 
communication towers; 
horizontal, projecting, circular 
water troughs 

L
in

e

Diagonal, angular, vertical, 
horizontal, undulating 

Weak, irregular Angular cattle guards, 
curvilinear roads, horizontal 
and vertical fences 

C
ol

or
 Rust brown, dark gray, tan, 

white, dark brown 
Sage green, tan grasses; dark 
green pinyon/juniper; yellow 
rabbitbrush; bright green, gray 
sage 

White, red, brown, gray, rust, 
silver, green 

T
ex

tu
re

 Medium to coarse, random, 
patchy, non-directional 

Dotted, clumped, smooth, 
sparse, clumped 

Smooth, clumped, contrasting 

3. Narrative: 
Moderately rugged mountains with colorful fractured outcroppings, scree fields, rolling knolls, and tall peaks. 
Variety of vegetation types. Excellent views of distant peaks and valleys below. Water visible, flowing. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Fish Creek Mountains 7 

4 

4 

3 

4 

4 

3 

-0.5 

Rugged but not exceptional; high vertical relief 

Moderate diversity; more than two types 

Flowing streams 

Colorful rock and vegetation 

Impressive views of distant peaks and valleys below 

Distinctive but similar to others in the region 

Communication towers and mine 

21.5 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 
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SQRU 007—Fish Creek Mountains 
 

IOP 16. Looking northeast (IOPNVB000000088) 16_NE_FishCreekMountains_0088.jpg 

IOP 20. Looking northeast (IOPNVB000000106) 20_NE_FishCreekMountains_0106.jpg 
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IOP 24. Looking south (IOPNVB000000124) 24_S_FishCreekMountains_0124.jpg 

IOP 26. Looking east (IOPNVB000000136) 26_E_FishCreekMountains_0136.jpg 
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SQRU 007—Fish Creek Mountains 
 

IOP 27. Looking southeast (IOPNVB000000145) 27_SE_FishCreekMountains_0145.jpg 
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Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Fish Creek Basin 

Unit Number: 8 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/13/2010 

Time (24hr format): 14:30 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Rolling, moderate slopes; 
gentle 

Low, carpet-like grasses and 
sage; smooth 

Angular, low, narrow, 
geometric, parallel, vertical, 
horizontal fences and cattle 
guards 

L
in

e

Horizontal, vertical, 
curvilinear, flowing, 
concave basin 

Curvilinear, weak, flowing Straight, angular, curvilinear 
roads and continuous fences 

C
ol

or
 Tan, gray, rust, chalky white Sage, tan grasses; gray, dark 

green, bright green rabbitbrush 
Dark brown, gray, tan, silver, 
rust 

T
ex

tu
re

 Medium, smooth, 
contrasting outcrops 

Continuous, randomly stippled Smooth, random, directional 

3. Narrative: 
Enclosed basin surrounded by Fish Creek Mountains. Rolling terrain punctuated by dark rock outcrops and 
occasional wet areas. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Fish Creek Basin 8 

2 

3.5 

2 

3 

2.5 

2 

0 

Rolling terrain 

Above moderate; more than two major types 

Standing in places 

Moderate intensity and contrast 

Enclosed by moderate views 

Common in the region 

Neutral 

15 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 
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SQRU 008—Fish Creek Basin 
 

IOP 21. Looking south (IOPNVB000000109) 21_S_FishCreekBasin_0109.jpg 

IOP 21. Looking north (IOPNVB000000112) 21_N_FishCreekBasin_0112.jpg 
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IOP 22. Looking east (IOPNVB000000115) 22_E_FishCreekBasin_0115.jpg 

IOP 23. Looking east (IOPNVB000000118) 23_E_FishCreekBasin_0118.jpg 
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(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Carico Lake Valley 

Unit Number: 9 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/14/2010 

Time (24hr format): 13:20 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien JLockenvitz 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Flat, horizontal, large Low, carpet-like grasses and 
sage; patches at dry lake, dense 

Narrow, vertical, horizontal 
fences; cylindrical, circular, 
square ranch structures 

L
in

e

Horizontal, straight, 
undulating 

Horizontal, weak, random, 
broken, curvilinear 

Vertical, horizontal, diagonal, 
straight, curvilinear, directional 

C
ol

or
 Tan, chalk gray, white lake 

bed 
Tan grasses, gray-green sage; 
gray, yellow, deep green 
rabbitbrush 

Dark brown, rust, gray, silver, 
green, white 

T
ex

tu
re

 Smooth Smooth with sparse patches; 
random 

Smooth with random density 

3. Narrative: 
Low sage valley with notably lighter-colored dry lake and presence of irrigated agriculture. This moderately 
narrow valley is nestled between the Shoshone and Toiyabe Ranges. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Carico Lake Valley 9 

1.5 

2.5 

0.5 

2.5 

3 

1.5 

0 

Flat with some slope 

Sage and irrigated agricultural areas 

Minimal presence 

Moderate diversity of intensity and contrast 

Moderate influence 

Common with dry lake 

Neutral 

11.5 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 
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SQRU 009—Carico Lake 
Valley 

IOP 39. Looking west (IOPNVB000000208) 39_W_CaricoLakeValley_0208.jpg 

IOP 41. Looking northwest (IOPNVB000000217) 41_NW_CaricoLakeValley_0217.jpg 
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IOP 42. Looking northeast (IOPNVB000000224) 42_NE_CaricoLakeValley_0224.jpg 

IOP 43. Looking southeast (IOPNVB000000235) 43_SE_CaricoLakeValley_0235.jpg 
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SQRU 009—Carico Lake 
Valley 

IOP 44. Looking northeast (IOPNVB000000238) 44_NE_CaricoLakeValley_0238.jpg 
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(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Toiyabe Range 

Unit Number: 10 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/14/2010 

Time (24hr format): 13:30 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien JLockenvitz 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Bold, prominent, long, 
complex, trapezoidal, 
rounded pyramid, domed 

Irregular, carpet-like grasses 
and sage; dense patches of 
pinyon/juniper; contrasting 

Curvilinear roads; definite mine 
tailings; trapezoid, cylindrical 
structures, horizontal 

L
in

e

Diagonal, rounded, 
undulating, jagged, 
complex, parallel 

Diagonal, curvilinear, 
undulating, irregular 

Straight, diagonal, geometric, 
parallel fences and power lines 

C
ol

or
 Light gray, red, dark gray, 

brown, tan 
Gray-green sage; tan grasses; 
dark green, olive 
pinyon/juniper; gray, green, 
yellow rabbitbrush 

Gray, white, green, orange, rust 

T
ex

tu
re

 Smooth and coarse, rough, 
random 

Dense, sparse, clumped, 
patchy, contrasting, uniform 

Contrasting, coarse, smooth, 
directional 

3. Narrative: 
Long mountain unit with a variety of forms. Vegetation varies from sparse sage and grass to dense 
pinyon/juniper forest. Several large mining operations impact the viewer's perception. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Toiyabe Range 10 

4 

4.5 

3 

3.5 

4 

2.5 

-1.5 

Steep and interesting 

Very diverse 

Flowing occasionally 

Quite diverse; above average 

Good views in all directions 

Moderately common in the region 

Mining apparent but isolated 

20 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 
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SQRU 010—Toiyabe Range 
 

IOP 40. Looking southeast (IOPNVB000000211) 40_SE_ToiyabeRange_0211.jpg 

IOP 50. Looking southwest (IOPNVB000000268) 50_SW_ToiyabeRange_0268.jpg 
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IOP 51. Looking east (IOPNVB000000271) 51_E_ToiyabeRange_0271.jpg 

IOP 52. Looking west (IOPNVB000000274) 52_W_ToiyabeRange_0274.jpg 

Page A-50 BLM Battle Mountain District Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory 



SQRU 010—Toiyabe Range 
 

IOP 53. Looking north (IOPNVB000000280) 53_N_ToiyabeRange_0280.jpg 

IOP 78. Looking southeast (IOPNVB000000406) 78_SE_ToiyabeRange_0406.jpg 
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Form 8400-1 
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(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: Battle Mountain 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Denay Valley 

Unit Number: 11 Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/22/2010 

Time (24hr format): 11:00 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien SForee 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Flat, rolling, rounded, 
projecting fingers 

Low, carpet-like grasses and 
sage with contrasting, 
directional patches of 
pinyon/juniper 

Narrow, thin, vertical, diagonal, 
curvilinear, horizontal roads, 
fences, and cattle grates 

L
in

e

Curvilinear, rolling, straight, 
undulating 

Straight, horizontal, flowing, 
undulating, weak 

Straight, horizontal, geometric, 
circular water troughs; vertical, 
parallel fences 

C
ol

or
 Tan, gray, beige Gray-green sage;  tan, golden 

yellow grasses; dark green 
pinyon/juniper; gray 

Dark brown, rust, gray, silver, 
yellow, green, black 

T
ex

tu
re

 Smooth, directional Smooth, directional, 
gradational, dotted, dense 

Smooth, clumped 

3. Narrative: 
Wide, vast valley with undulating erosional forms in the upper reaches. Frequent but scattered patches of 
pinyon/juniper standing out from what is primarily sagebrush. Some flowing water in lowest drainage. The 
unit sits to the north of Roberts Mountain Range. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Denay Valley 11 

2 

3.5 

3 

3 

4.5 

1 

-0.5 

Flat with undulating ridges 

Pinyon/juniper, sage, agricultural, wetland 

Flowing in places 

Contrasting pinyon/juniper and sage 

Exceptional views of adjacent mountains 

Very common 

Power lines 

16.5 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 
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SQRU 011—Denay Valley
 

IOP 57. Looking west (IOPNVB000000298) 57_W_DenayValley_0298.jpg 

IOP 214. Looking northeast (IOPNVB000009505) 214_NE_DenayValley_9505.jpg 

Appendix A:  Scenic Quality Ratings • Page A-55 



IOP 215. Looking southwest (IOPNVB000009511) 215_SW_DenayValley_9511.jpg 

IOP 216. Looking south (IOPNVB000009517) 216_S_DenayValley_9517.jpg 
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SQRU 011—Denay Valley
 

IOP 216. Looking north (IOPNVB000009520) 216_N_DenayValley_9520.jpg 
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Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Garden Valley 

Unit Number: 12 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/22/2010 

Time (24hr format): 11:30 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien SForee 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Flat, rolling Low, carpet-like grasses and 
sage 

Thin, narrow, vertical, 
horizontal, rounded, curvilinear 
fences, roads, and water troughs 

L
in

e

Horizontal, curvilinear, 
undulating 

Horizontal Horizontal, vertical, diagonal, 
parallel, rounded fences and 
cattle grates 

C
ol

or
 Tan, gray, beige Deep green agricultural fields, 

yellow rabbitbrush, gray-green 
sage; rust, orange, dark green 

Dark brown, rust, gray, silver, 
green, white 

T
ex

tu
re

 Smooth Smooth, directional Smooth 

3. Narrative: 
Narrow, enclosed valley bottom flowing to the north, separating the Roberts and Sulphur Springs ranges. 
Primarily sage with some irrigated agriculture and wetland plants. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Garden Valley12 

1 

3 

3 

3 

4 

1 

0 

Flat 

Two types 

Present and flowing 

Vegetation is average in intensity and color 

Views of adjacent ridges are impressive 

Common to the region 

Neutral 

15 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 

Page A-60 BLM Battle Mountain District Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory 



SQRU 012—Garden Valley
 

IOP 199. Looking north (IOPNVB000009424) 199_N_GardenValley_9424.jpg 

IOP 205. Looking souththwest (IOPNVB000009451) 205_SW_GardenValley_9451.jpg 
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IOP 211. Looking southwest (IOPNVB000009484) 211_SW_GardenValley_9484.jpg 
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Form 8400-1 
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(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Sulphur Spring Range 

Unit Number: 13 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Overcast 

B00000 Date: 10/22/2010 

Time (24hr format): 13:20 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien SForee 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Bold, prominent, long, 
diagonal layers 

Carpet-like grass and sage; 
dense, contrasting, continuous 
pinyon/juniper 

Thin, narrow, vertical, low 
fences; linear, circular, 
cylindrical water troughs 

L
in

e

Jagged, curvilinear, angular 
undulating, flowing, complex 

Weak, indistinct Straight, vertical, horizontal, 
curving water troughs; parallel, 
angular fences and cattle grates 

C
ol

or
 Gray, dark brown, red, tan, 

beige, dark gray 
Dark green pinyon/juniper; 
brown, tan grasses; gray-green 
sage; green, yellow, bright 
green aspen 

Silver, gray, rust, green, white, 
yellow 

T
ex

tu
re

 Coarse directional, rough Dense, open, patchy at burn 
areas; stippled, gradational 

Smooth, directional, ordered 

3. Narrative: 
Long, narrow mountain range with a strong, tilted uplift rock formation visible from the west edge. The unit 
sits at the west side of Diamond Valley. Dense pinyon/juniper forest with fire scars throughout. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Sulphur Spring Range 13 

4 

4 

3 

3.5 

4 

2.5 

0 

Somewhat rugged 

Above moderate variety; more than two types 

Flowing in places 

Somewhat colorful and intense 

Above moderate views of adjacent valleys and distant 
mountains 

Somewhat common to the region 

Neutral 

21 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 
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SQRU 013—Sulphur Spring 
Range 

IOP 182. Looking northeast (IOPNVB000009331) 182_NE_SulphurSpringRange_9331.jpg 

IOP 200. Looking east (IOPNVB000009427) 200_E_SulphurSpringRange_9427.jpg 
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IOP 202. Looking southwest (IOPNVB000009436) 202_SW_SulphurSpringRange_9436.jpg 

IOP 204. Looking west (IOPNVB000009445) 204_W_SulphurSpringRange_9445.jpg 
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SQRU 013—Sulphur Spring 
Range 

IOP 207. Looking north (IOPNVB000009460) 207_N_SulphurSpringRange_9460.jpg 
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Form 8400-1 
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(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Antelope Valley West 

Unit Number: 14 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/13/2010 

Time (24hr format): 12:30 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Low, flat Low, carpet-like sage and 
grasses; patchy blocks of 
species rather than an even mix 

Circular water troughs; square, 
vertical, horizontal, thin fences; 
random 

L
in

e

Horizontal, curvilinear Horizontal, curvilinear Horizontal, vertical, parallel, 
directional fences; curvilinear 
roads; angular cattle guards 

C
ol

or
 Tan, white, gray, beige Dark brown sage; gray, tan, 

deep green and yellow grasses 
and rabbitbrush 

Silver, gray, brown, white, 
green, orange 

T
ex

tu
re

 Smooth Smooth, contrasting, patchy, 
random 

Smooth, dotted, random 

3. Narrative: 
Flat valley bottom with heavily grazed sagebrush and grasses. Some irrigated agriculture and occasional 
presence of corrals or water holes. 

Appendix A:  Scenic Quality Ratings • Page A-69 



Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Antelope Valley West 14 

1 

2.5 

0.5 

1.5 

3.5 

1 

0 

Flat 

Below moderate variety; less than two types 

Minimal presence 

Some minimal variety 

Moderately enhances 

Common in the region 

Neutral 

10 

Comments: 

` 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 
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SQRU 014—Antelope Valley West 
 

IOP 15. Looking southeast (IOPNVB000000082) 15_SE_AntelopeValleyWest_0082.jpg 

IOP 17. Looking southeast (IOPNVB000000091) 17_SE_AntelopeValleyWest_0091.jpg 
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IOP 89. Looking northwest (IOPNVB000000466) 89_NW_AntelopeValleyWest_0466.jpg 

IOP 101. Looking northwest (IOPNVB000000529) 101_NW_AntelopeValleyWest_0529.jpg 
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SQRU 014—Antelope Valley West 
 

IOP 101. Looking southwest (IOPNVB000000532) 101_SW_AntelopeValleyWest_0532.jpg 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: B00000 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Antelope Valley Foothills 

Unit Number: 15 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Clear, overcast 

Date: 10/16/2010 

Time (24hr format): 14:00 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Rolling, rounded, 
moderately steep, numerous 

Low, carpet-like sage and 
grasses; diverse pockets of 
taller pinyon/juniper; patchy 
density 

Curvilinear roads, circular 
troughs, narrow power lines, 
horizontal fences 

L
in

e

Undulating, regular, 
diagonal, flowing 

Undulating, irregular, soft Vertical, curvilinear roads; 
horizontal fences; angular cattle 
grates 

C
ol

or
 Rusty red, gray, tan, chalk 

white, brown 
Tan, golden yellow grasses; 
yellow rabbitbrush; gray-green 
sage; dark green pinyon/juniper 

Gray, tan, silver, rust, green, 
orange, white, dark brown 

T
ex

tu
re

 Smooth to medium Smooth, dense, dotted, random Smooth 

3. Narrative: 
Undulating foothill terrain separating the Antelope Valley floor from the Ravenswood Mountain range. 
Mainly sagebrush with pockets of dispersed pinyon and juniper. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Antelope Valley Foothills 15 

2.5 

3 

0 

3 

3 

2 

0 

Significant vertical relief; not exceptional 

Moderate; two major types 

Not present 

Some rock color and vegetation contrast 

Moderately enhances scenic quality 

Interesting erosional features 

Neutral 

13.5 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 
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SQRU 015—Antelope Valley 
Foothills 

IOP 79. Looking southwest (IOPNVB000000409) 79_SW_AntelopeValleyFoothills_0409.jpg 

IOP 80. Looking southwest (IOPNVB000000415) 80_SW_AntelopeValleyFoothills_0415.jpg 
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IOP 81. Looking north (IOPNVB000000418) 81_N_AntelopeValleyFoothills_0418.jpg 

IOP 84. Looking north (IOPNVB000000439) 84_N_AntelopeValleyFoothills_0439.jpg 
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SQRU 015—Antelope Valley 
Foothills 

IOP 87. Looking southeast (IOPNVB000000448) 87_SE_AntelopeValleyFoothills_0448.jpg 

IOP 98. Looking northwest (IOPNVB000000514) 98_NW_AntelopeValleyFoothills_0514.jpg 
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IOP 122. Looking north (IOPNVB000009013) 122_N_AntelopeValleyFoothills_9013.jpg 
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Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Upper Reese Valley Foothills 

Unit Number: 16 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/15/2010 

Time (24hr format): 15:20 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien JLockenvitz 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Rolling, angular, rounded 
pyramids; eroded, complex, 
rugged outcrops 

Low, carpet-like grasses and 
sage; contrasting rounded 
clumps of pinyon/juniper 

Narrow, low, horizontal, thin 
fences and curvilinear roads 

L
in

e

Undulating, curvilinear, 
jagged bands, horizontal 

Indistinct, weak Vertical, curvilinear roads;  
horizontal, parallel fences 

C
ol

or
 Orange, red, rust, tan, 

brown, chalk white, gray, 
green 

Gray-green sage; yellow 
rabbitbrush; gray, dark green, 
olive pinyon/juniper 

Tan, gray, silver, white, rust 

T
ex

tu
re

 Smooth with coarse outcrops Smooth, contrasting, dotted, 
some gradational 

Smooth 

3. Narrative: 
Rolling foothills separating valley floor from adjacent mountain units. Concave, bowl-like in form with some 
interesting and colorful erosional patterns. Deeper, more vivid rock outcrops. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Upper Reese Valley Foothills 16 

3 

3 

0 

4 

3.5 

2.5 

0 

Some interesting terrain 

Two major types 

Not present 

Quite colorful, rich variety and vivid 

Good views of adjacent ranges and basin 

Erosion patterns add value 

Neutral 

16 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 
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SQRU 016—Upper Reese 
Valley Foothills 

IOP 45. Looking southwest (IOPNVB000000244) 45_SW_UpperReeseValleyFoothills_0244.jpg 

IOP 46. Looking southwest (IOPNVB000000247) 46_SW_UpperReeseValleyFoothills_0247.jpg 
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IOP 47. Looking north (IOPNVB000000253) 47_N_UpperReeseValleyFoothills_0253.jpg 

IOP 47. Looking southeast (IOPNVB000000256) 47_SE_UpperReeseValleyFoothills_0256.jpg 
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SQRU 016—Upper Reese 
Valley Foothills 

IOP 77. Looking west (IOPNVB000000400) 77_W_UpperReeseValleyFoothills_0400.jpg 

IOP 105. Looking north (IOPNVB000000554) 105_N_UpperReeseValleyFoothills_0554.jpg 

Appendix A:  Scenic Quality Ratings • Page A-85 



This page intentionally left blank.
 

Page A-86 BLM Battle Mountain District Offi  ce • Visual Resource Inventory 



Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: Battle Mountain B00000 Date: 10/15/2010 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Grass Valley Time (24hr format): 16:00 

Unit Number: 17 Weather Conditions: Clear to partly cloudy 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien JLockenvitz 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Flat, rolling, large, long Low, carpet-like grasses and 
sage 

Thin, narrow, low, horizontal, 
fences; square, angular cattle 
guards; cylindrical water 
troughs 

L
in

e

Horizontal, undulating Curvilinear, horizontal, 
geometric 

Parallel, vertical, horizontal, 
continuous fence and power 
lines 

C
ol

or
 Tan, gray, beige, chalk white Gray-green sage; tan, light 

green, yellow, golden grasses 
Silver, white, rust, gray, green, 
orange 

T
ex

tu
re

 Smooth Smooth Smooth, densely clumped, 
directional 

3. Narrative: 
Flat, dry lake valley with white patches of bare soil and some dune formations at edges. Occasional 
agriculture fields add vibrant color and vegetative diversity. Minimal signs of disturbance. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Grass Valley 17 

1.5 

3 

0.5 

3.5 

4 

3.5 

0 

Low, rolling 

Moderate; two major types 

Minimal presence 

Dry lake bed adds contrast 

Excellent views of adjacent mountains 

Presence of dunes 

Neutral 

16 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 
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SQRU 017—Grass Valley 
 

IOP 54. Looking south (IOPNVB000000283) 54_S_GrassValley_0283.jpg 

IOP 59. Looking southwest (IOPNVB000000310) 59_SW_GrassValley_0310.jpg 
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IOP 63. Looking west (IOPNVB000000334) 63_W_GrassValley_0334.jpg 

IOP 66. Looking west (IOPNVB000000352) 66_W_GrassValley_0352.jpg 
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Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Simpson Park Mountains 

Unit Number: 18 

Battle Mountain 

Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/15/2010 

Time (24hr format): 16:30 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien JLockenvitz 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Bold, rugged, rounded, 
prominent, long, diverse, 
pyramidal cones 

Low, carpet-like grasses and 
sage; patchy-dense 
pinyon/juniper; contrasting 

Square, cylindrical ranch 
structures; thin, narrow, low, 
horizontal, parallel fences 

L
in

e

Parallel, rounded, 
pyramidal, complex, random 

Curving, straight, undulating, 
irregular, broken 

Continuous, angular, parallel 

C
ol

or
 Gray, tan, rust brown, dark 

charcoal, peach 
Gray-green sage, tan grasses; 
gray, dark green, olive 
pinyon/juniper; red, yellow 
aspen 

Silver, gray, white, green, rust 

T
ex

tu
re

 Coarse, gradational Discontinuous, dense 
contrasting, stippled, random 

Smooth 

3. Narrative: 
Long mountain range with a variety of landforms and patches of dense pinyon/juniper forest contrasting with 
open, sage/grass hills. Signs of fire activity. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Simpson Park Mountains 18 

4 

4.5 

3 

3.5 

4 

2.5 

0 

Moderately steep, rugged 

Quite diverse; many types 

Flowing but not dominant 

Near moderate; slightly elevated degree of intensity and 
contrast 

Impressive views 

Distinctive but fairly common in the region 

Neutral 

21.5 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 
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SQRU 018—Simpson Park 
Mountains 

IOP 59. Looking southeast (IOPNVB000000313) 59_SE_SimpsonParkMountains_0313.jpg 

IOP 60. Looking northwest (IOPNVB000000316) 60_NW_SimpsonParkMountains_0316.jpg 
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IOP 61. Looking east (IOPNVB000000322) 61_E_SimpsonParkMountains_0322.jpg 

IOP 63. Looking east (IOPNVB000000331) 63_E_SimpsonParkMountains_0331.jpg 
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SQRU 018—Simpson Park 
Mountains 

IOP 188. Looking east (IOPNVB000009367) 188_E_SimpsonParkMountains_9367.jpg 

IOP 189. Looking west (IOPNVB000009370) 189_W_SimpsonParkMountains_9370.jpg 
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IOP 191. Looking west (IOPNVB000009379) 191_W_SimpsonParkMountains_9379.jpg 

IOP 214. Looking west (IOPNVB000009502) 214_W_SimpsonParkMountains_9502.jpg 
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Form 8400-1 
(September 1985) 
(Format Modified 2008) 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

District Office: Battle Mountain 

Scenic Quality Rating Unit: Roberts Mountains 

Unit Number: 19 Weather Conditions: Clear 

B00000 Date: 10/21/2010 

Time (24hr format): 15:00 

1. Evaluators: CBrandt  JLien SForee 

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (Features) 

A. Landform/Water B. Vegetation C. Structures 

Fo
rm

Bold, prominent, rugged, 
diverse, rounded, pyramid 

Dense, carpet-like 
pinyon/juniper, broken 
patchiness of sage and grasses; 
low, tall 

Trapezoidal mine tailings; 
horizontal, narrow, thin, tall, 
vertical, horizontal fences, 
power lines 

L
in

e

Angular, diagonal, parallel, 
complex, curving 

Angular, weak, curvilinear Parallel fences; undulating, 
angular, diagonal, vertical, 
horizontal power lines 

C
ol

or
 Tan, gray, white, reddish-

brown 
Gray-green sage, dark green 
pinyon/juniper; deep green, 
yellow, orange aspen; blue-
green 

Gray, silver, white, peach, green 

T
ex

tu
re

 Medium to coarse, 
contrasting, complex 

Patchy, dense, contrasting open 
with gradational, stippled 

Contrasting, ordered 

3. Narrative: 
Large mountain unit found to the north of the Kobeh Valley. Prominent mine scars dominate the view from 
the south. Exposed lighter-colored rock outcroppings show angled, parallel lines. Quite a variety of vegetation 
types. 
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Scenic Quality Rating Unit: 

4. SCORE 

Rating EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE 
SCENIC QUALITY 
CLASSIFICATION 

(check one) 

a. Landform  A – 19 or more 

b. Vegetation  B – 12 – 18 

c. Water  C – 11 or less 

d. Color 

e. Adjacent 
Scenery 

f. Scarcity   Rehab 

g. Cultural 
Modification  Special Area 

TOTAL 

Roberts Mountains 19 

4.5 

4.5 

3.5 

4 

3.5 

3 

-2 

Tall, rugged outcroppings 

Very diverse variety 

Flowing, multiple areas 

Above average intensity of contrast 

Above average views of adjacent valleys and distant 
mountains 

Moderately common within the region 

Mines detract 

21 

Comments: 

SQRU Locator  IOP Location 
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SQRU 019—Roberts Mountains 
 

IOP 194. Looking east (IOPNVB000009397) 194_E_RobertsMountains_9397.jpg 

IOP 196. Looking northwest (IOPNVB000009406) 196_NW_RobertsMountains_9406.jpg 
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IOP 196. Looking northeast (IOPNVB000009409) 196_NE_RobertsMountains_9409.jpg 

IOP 201. Looking west (IOPNVB000009433) 201_W_RobertsMountains_9433.jpg 
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