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The BLM Battle Mountain District Office (BMDO) is revising the Resource Management Plan (RMP) for the
BMDO planning area. The BMDO RMP will provide detailed information about the current state of resources
on public lands within the planning area, and set forth a plan of action for managing those resources for the
next twenty or so years under the BLM’s dual mandate of multiple use and sustained yield.

Water RESOURCES POTENTIAL WATER ISSUES
TO BE ADDRESSED INCLUDE:

gt

Water within the Great Basin originates in the mountains and typically
® \What management actions

need to be taken to comply
with the objectives of the

Clean Water Act and state
occurring as snow during the months of November through March. water quality standards?

flows along drainages to playa lakes in the valley floor or contributes
to the ground water system through infiltration. Precipitation is
topographically controlled and elevation dependent, with most

BLM manages multiple uses that can directly or indirectly impact how
What measures should be

employed to improve, protect,
enhance and increase water

sources necessary for multiple
monitor the parameters. BLM establishes management criteria to use management?

water interacts as it cycles through the assessment area. This can
influence both the quality and quantity of water present. The Clean
Water Act requires water quality standards to be established and to

ensure the quality of water is sustainable for beneficial uses. BLM )
® What measures will be taken

by BLM on public lands for
well head protection?

water right policy is consistent with state law for allocation and
management of water resources. Specific objectives for the BLM
water right program directs the BLM to protect all water uses

® How can BLM ensure that in
stream flow is maintained for
stream resources?

identified for public land management purposes.

Riparian Corridors and Wetlands

Riparian-wetland areas adjacent to surface waters
are some of the most productive and
important ecosystems found on public
lands. These areas play an integral role in
restoring and maintaining the chemical,
physical and biological integrity of the
nation’s water resources. They stabilize
water supplies, thus ameliorating both
floods and droughts. Functioning riparian
-wetland areas provide many values,
including recreation, fish and wildlife,
water supply, cultural, historic and
economic. Economic values yield forage
for livestock production, timber harvest
and mineral extraction.
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Resource Advisory Council Standards Riparian and Wetland Resources
and Guidelines provide sideboards for

management actions. Riparian and
wetland areas exhibit a properly
functioning condition as indicated by:

® Having adequate vegetation or rock to
dissipate stream energy associated with
high water flows.

® Elements indicating a proper functioning
condition are bank stability, vegetative
cover (amount, spacing and life form),
width to depth ratio, and roughness from

rock.

Resource Advisory Council Guidelines POTENTIAL RIPARIAN AND WETLAND ISSUES TO BE
state: ADDRESSED INCLUDE:

® How should riparian/wetland areas be managed to maintain and

e Livestock grazing management and wild
8 8 g. ) achieve Proper Functioning Conditions (PFC)?
horse and burro population levels will
L . ® Which riparian areas within the District require restoration?
maintain or promote vegetation cover to

achieve proper functioning condition. What measurable criteria are appropriate to ensure grazing use

. . results in proper functioning riparian-wetlands?
e Where management is not likely to restore

these sites, land management treatments

should be desisned and implemented Streams Miles Percent
where appropriate. Proper Functioning Condition 158 32%
® Management is adequate when significant  [Functioning at Risk -- Upward Trend 77 15%
progress is being made toward this Functioning at Risk -- Not Apparent 86 17%
standard. Functioning at Risk -- Downward Trend 109 22%
Not Functioning 67 13%
For more information on upcoming outreach Total 497
and education workshops, inventory and moni-
toring protocols and other technical materials ~|Meadows and Springs Acres Percent
. S Proper Functioning Condition 630 60%
associated with riparian and wetland resource — :
o ) Functioning at Risk -- Upward Trend 35 3%
management, please visit website: Functioning at Risk -- Not Apparent 127 12%
http://www.blm.gov/or/programs/nrst/ Functioning at Risk -- Downward Trend 210 20%
index.php Not Functioning 54 5%
Total 1056

Mail comments to:
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BMDO Planning Webpage:
www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/fo/battle_mountain_field/
blm_information/rmp.com




