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Cotle Rk =P

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous
Inventory on Record

FORM 1

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or
part of this area?

No (Go to Form 2)Yes ‘/ (If yes, and if more than one area is within
the area, list the unique identifiers for those areas.):

7 ’ g ~
a) Inventory Source: /fﬁﬂ MV Lntense SO lolerness Lveth /"
b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): NV -060-139 /(‘5 7‘/’ ’C‘OA’)

¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s):_&/a-m ;//,A{J //M Jdo

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Be é //MA/A ﬁ,‘ﬁ:o// -w//cl /,/,/d//%

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one
BLM inventory area is associated with the area, list each area and answer each question
individually for each inventory area):

Inventory Source: /927 prv T oy ftmsive. Wz'/ﬂ&/n 50 Foanso Ve

Area Sufficient | Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Unique Size? Yes/No Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Identifier 0 Yes/No Unconfined | Yes/No
(acres) Recreation?
Yes/No
066-1%0 | 22300 | s V4 VY oA
BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126

Date: 03/15/2012
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FoRt3 Cortle Cucl *)

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

Area Unique Identifier MU —spo - 120 Acreage_ (2, 1% 3
(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately).

In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion,
check “Yes” and describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes v No
Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the
remaining questions below.
Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wilderness inventory roads, property lines,
etc.): rea. A e oL A - WLQO/
2d O , § o \
w dntgiunal Thatofm lhone booe U\ua-ﬂuc( {>L/
{)mﬂ?‘cwi {)MMC[GMI‘ ault s co Uw.ﬂa? ouda .

(2) Does the area appear to be natural?

Yes v No N/A
Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the
remaining questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetatlon and summary of ma_|or
human uses/activities): CLM:)L\ afl M& 0‘/ Ay 7‘(’ S/[\d Wz

v 0 00 1
of an twa s . D haaforce ’wq\»\mj

oLy o~ cln‘f:k«:# “b

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
solitude?

Yes '/ No N/A

NOTE -

R C G w\]gma#\ Ko ll woles »O(c
are avalalits v /w(l?ie} /ruq&c/
i ‘faw/pdv e (L ot e .

Y Feuds % il nala (v FUlzaness f-oﬁ[-\a,%
P’IOFD%QL a2l . ﬁ)\fu) ‘(4(@5 ot €54

%MS/Q .

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Description (describe the area’s outstandmg opportunities for solitude):

ad,lurf w mLP

U—“—;Le:l.('r,.;f-\\&v» .

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes v’ No N/A
Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics;
check “NA” for question 5.

Description (dﬁfribe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined

r [

recreation): L\«Mﬂ Z oa(&ﬁ/fc, ,dﬁtkz( ‘éo.,uﬂ:[i/t_pua i

CANU-;M ~;4"‘ d?ﬂnQL U/’ 2 A GL_\JL(. (A
A AA b &2 { ‘A/ / Mo T ! CA ',

200 ket s oS Lo 02l ridse aud K
vumi- |

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic or historical value)?

‘v

Yes Vv No N/A

Description: a.u‘,ﬁuaojo«}/fﬂ 5 1—&" ¢ 3¢ &ﬁ(fr_ s
, . o, § ¢ ha 5

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Summary of Analysis CB\,G (/(Q EE_J"d /

Area Unique Identifier: NV - 00— (720

Summary

Results of analysis:

(Note: explain the inventory findings for the entirety of the inventory unit. When wilderness
characteristics have been identified in an area that is smaller than the size of the total inventory
unit, explain why certain portions of the inventory unit are not included within the lands with
wilderness characteristics (e.g. the inventory found that certain parts lacked naturalness).

I. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? _‘/_Yes ___No

2. Does the area appear to be natural? L~ Yes __No __NA

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type
of recreation? Yes ___No __N/A

4. Does the area have supplemental values? ﬁ es ___No ___N/A
Check one:

ﬁThe area, or a portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is identified as lands
with wilderness characteristics.

The area does not have wilderness characteristics.

Prepared by (tcam members):

B Lroo pRP
£, Aot o Dl P
< . /Z h».fln o Sl
T Adoee. ST 3;/ 26 /&//[Z 0/3
(Name, Title, Date)

Reviewed by (District or Field Manager):

" This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It does not
represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under either
43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012




Appendix B, Page 5

Name: [,y @owmral Title: /1—[(—&\\[1, E\Qg MY\.
Date: 7/ ‘5:///3

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012



CASTLE ROCK
Lands with Wilderness Characteristics
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Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

CITIZEN NAME: Castle Rock Unit 1
BLM UNIT NAME: Castle Rock BLM UNIT NUMBER: NV-060-130

Narrative documentation of how the Citizen-Submitted information substantially differs from the
information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness characteristics (as per BLM Manual 6310;

.06; B; 1; b; ii.)

CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORIED:

1. Size: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory documented a total of 22,000 roadless acres. The 2012
FNW inventory documented 20,783 acres for Unit 130. The configurations of the BLM unit and the
FNW unit fairly closely coincide.

2. Naturalness: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory found that 21,970 acres of Unit 130 were found to
be in a natural condition. The 2012 FNW inventory described 20,783 acres as appearing natural.

3. Outstanding Opportunities for:

A. Solitude: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory stated that for Unit 130: “/t]he roadless and natural
portion of the area does not possess an outstanding opportunity for solitude because topography is
open and unvaried, vegetation is sparse and secluded spots are uncommon.”

The FNW Inventory found many outstanding opportunities for solitude in the rolling volcanic hills, the
steep canyons and towering heights of Castle Peak, the dense pinyon/Juniper forests of the east side,
and upon the expansive alluvial fan system on the west side of Unit 130. BLM guidelines for evaluating
LWC have changed in the last 40 years. Under the BLM Manual 6310 policies, “[o]utstanding
opportunities for solitude can be found in areas lacking vegetation or topographic screening.” Also,
under contemporary 6310 guidelines, an LWC unit not need “have outstanding opportunities on every
acre” to meet the criteria for outstanding opportunities. (See Form 2 in the FNW Inventory documents
for details on outstanding opportunities for solitude in this unit.)

B. Primitive and Unconfined Type of Recreation: The BLM 1980 inventory for Unit 130 stated: “The
area does not offer an outstanding opportunity for a primitive and unconfined type of recreation. Lack
of scenic values, low game populations, and absence of features of interest all adversely affect
recreational opportunities. Water is also lacking.”

The 2012 FNW inventory described several pronghorn herds utilizing the resources on the alluvial
system on the west side of Unit 130 and described how the unit provide critical winter habitat for the
southern Kawich mule deer herd. The 2012 FNW inventory found high quality scenic values throughout
the unit and features of interest including the towering volcanic cone of Castle Rock and enigmatic rock
formations along the crest of the range. BLM guidelines for evaluating LWC have changed in the last
40 years. Under the BLM Manual 6310 policies, “[t]he presence of water is not essential for an
outstanding primitive recreation opportunity.” The 2012 FNW inventory found that this Unit offers
both outstanding opportunities in several primitive and unconfined types of recreation and a diversity
of recreational opportunities. (See Form 2 in the FNW Inventory documents for details.)

Cr1-1



Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS: The 1980 BLM Inventory for Unit 130 stated that the “BLM
received three specific comments on this unit, mentioning roads, intrusions, or other resource values.”

RATIONALE FOR DECISION: The 1980 BLM Inventory stated: “[t]he evidence available to the Bureau,
supported by public comments, indicates the area does not possess the necessary criteria for WSA
designation.”

Although this may have been an accurate assessment at the time, the 2012 FNW Inventory
demonstrates that the wilderness characteristics of this area have substantially changed over the
intervening four decades. The wilderness characteristics generated from the FNW 2012 Inventory for
the unit substantially differ from the information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness
characteristics. Under current BLM Manual 6310 guidelines, FNW recommends that Castle Rock Unit 1
should be re-considered for LWC status.

Cr1-2



WILD «lNESS CHARACTERISTICS INVé:n J‘ORY
INVENTORY AREA EVALUATION (FORM 2)

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics
Arca Unique Identifier: Castle Rock Unit 1 Acreage:

(1f the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of cach and evaluate cach separately).
In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional spacc as necessary.

(1) Is the arca of sufficient size? (If the arca meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes™ and
describe the exception in the space provided below),

YES

Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc): Castle Rock
Unit 1 is comprised of the north-end Kawich Mountains. This unit is bounded by US Highway 6 to the
north, a county road on the west, the Bellhelen road on the south and the Cow Canyon road on the East.
The northeast boundary is defined by a seldom-used track that connects the Cow Canyon road to the US
6 fence (there is no access through that fence to reach US 6).

(2) Does the area appear to be natural?
YES

Note: If “No™ is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the remaining
questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human
uscs/activities):

Enigmatic and diverse volcanic rock formations of the north Kawich Range proliferate within Castel
Rock Unit 1. Rhyolite towers, spires, and domes break through the ridges and peaks. Violent rhyolitic
volcanism erupted through this area 22-23 million years creating the welded ash-flow tuffs that form the
core of this area. This area has been referred to as a region of “nested calderas.” These multicolored
formations create surprising vistas with every turn of the canyons. The Castle Rock itself on the
southwest corner of the unit still presents the classic shape of an erupting volcano. Elevations in the unit
vary from 5600 feet at the base of the alluvial fans to 7600 feet along central mountains.

Historic use of this area included mining for gold and silver in the early 1900s along the southern
boundary of this unit in the Bellhelen mining district. These ore deposits formed in the contact zone
between rhyolite calderas of the Castle Rock Unit and intrusive mass of the southern Kawich Range.
Currently the area is used for hunting, rockhounding, hiking, camping, bouldering, sight seeing,
photography, and backpacking.

The high alluvial surface on the western slope of the unit supports a sagebrush/grassland community that
provides good habitat for pronghorn. Horned lizards abound in the alluvial washes. Moving up the fans,
scattered juniper and pinion begin to appear along the upper arroyos. A variety of cacti can be found
across the area including cholla, prickly pear, and hedgehog. Four springs in the heart of this area
provide life-giving water to support the pronghorn antelope, mule deer, wild horses, coyotes, bobcat, and
mountain lion found in this wild area: Black Rock and Clifford Springs on the western part of the range
and Black and Radium Springs on the eastern side. Birds one is likely to encounter in this unit include:
Golden Eagles, Turkey Vultures, Northern Harrier, Swainson’s Hawks, Red-Tailed Hawks, Prairie



. - . . ' -
¢, Falcons, American Kestrels, Mo f)nn » Doves, Common Nighthawks l\\\mzhcrn I'lickers, Western
3 9 b
Flycatchers, Ravens, Crows, and Pinion Jays.

The dryer, western slopes of the unit present the aspect of broad volcanic ridges artistically balanced
between bare rock and scattered juniper/pinion and sagebrush communities. In many places, old
volcanic cones, tuff falls, and carved ash-flows punctuate these hills creating fanciful formations such as
the “camel.” Reclusive pediocacti push-up through the gravelly soils on these upper slopes when scasonal
storms bring an abundance of water. These remarkable plants tell a story as old as the great basin. It is
the story of patience, endurance and survival. As we look into the 21st century and the climatic change
that is coming our way, we, perhaps can learn something about ourselves from the abiding pediocactus.
Once the top of the range is crossed, dense stands of pinion/juniper forest take route and tumble down
the castern slopes of the range. In addition to the pinion/juniper trees and the delightful cacti--
sagebrush, snakeweed, rabbit brush, cliffrose, and mountain mahogany form the dominate componcents
of the native vegetation in this beautiful arca and contribute the naturalness and natural integrity of the
unit.

(3) Doces the arca (or the remainder of the arca if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of suflicient size) have outstanding opportunitics for solitude?
YES

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):

The Castle Rock Unit 1 arca is wild and remote. The area lacks any developed system of trails and
envelops the visitor in the wildness and emptiness of the landscape. The massive alluvial complex on the
western side of the arca includes countless braiding, dividing and unbraiding channels rich with lizards,
horned-toads and wildflowers. The absolute scale of this fan system allows the visitor to vanish into
space and experience solitude. Despite the unimpeded vistas offered from these alluvial fans, the area is
so big that a visitor vanishes in plain site, too small and too insignificant to stand out in the vastness of the
desert. This is an outstanding opportunity for solitude-- to melt into distance and to vanish into
unadulterated emptiness.

The volcanic foothills on the western side of the unit offer a completely different opportunity for solitude.
This area is carved into numerous shallow canyons surrounded by bare rock formations each supporting
shelf, walls, and overhanging niches that create outstanding opportunities for visitors to find a very
personal and intimate refuge of solitude, sequestered from the rest of the world. Moving over the crest of
the range to the eastside of the range, the sprawling pinion/juniper forests create a third outstanding
opportunity for solitude among the dense trees and steep canyons. Without a compass and map, a visitor
can easily become lost in this land of trees and rugged canyons.

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation?
YES

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):

The open alluvial fan system on the west side of Castle Rock Unit 1 is unconfined recreation incarnate.
Here, the direction you travel is not confined by landscape or vegetation. Only in these places do you
have the choice to move in any direction you choose and to walk to where the earth meets the sky. These
fans present an outstanding opportunity for unconfined recreation. The labyrinths of rock formations



*+ and extinct volcanoes that comp\ 3 the core of this unit provide outstn&y.&g opportunitics for visitors to
hike, horseback ride, boulder, climb peaks, photograph, backpack, and sight-see through an arca of
scenic wonders. This unit also provides outstanding opportunities for wildlife watching, birding, and
hunting. With the diverse volcanic activity in this area, outstanding opportunitics abound for rock-
hounding and geological sight seeing. The natural and stunning beauty of the unique rock formations is
sure to inspire artists to sketch, paint, or write poems and create compelling story for amatcur naturalist
to unravel. Many signs of prehistoric occupation can be found throughout this region, from fragments of
lithic industry to rock shelter occupation sites. This provides outstanding opportunitics for amateur
archacologists.

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, educational,
scenic or historical value)?
YES

Description:

Castle Rock Unit 1 has been studied by geologist because of the important role this area can tell about the
tectonic forces that under-lic Nevada and contribute to the formation of the Basin and Range. The
ancient volcanic activity of the region combined with the more recent faulting activity provide important
details to understanding the larger story of the geological process currently shaping the terrain of central
Nevada. Rhyolite ash-flow tuffs provide the dominant structural component for the upland sections of
the Castle Rock arca. These “glowing clouds” of hot gases, globs of lava, hot ash, and pumice blanketed
the area 22 to 23 million years ago. Evidence of these ancient, fiery events abound within this unit
awaiting discovery by students of geology. Several important archaeological habitation areas within this
unit provide important evienc for how ancient peoples lived in Nevada. The broad alluvial fans of this
unit provide cxcellent habitat for pronghorn antelope and the relatively snow-free lower elevations of this
unit provide important winter habitat for the deer herds of the higher, southern Kawich Mountains. The
100 year old mining activity along the southern edge of the unit provide opportunities for visitors
interested in history to explore and ponder how these early pioneer lived in worked in the wild lands of
this unit that are essentially unchanged since the heyday of the Bellhelen mining district.
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CogHe [enl™

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous
Inventory on Record

FORM 1

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or
part of this area?

No (Go to Form 2)Yes \/(lf yes, and if more than one area is within
the area, list the unique identifiers for those areas.):

a) Inventory Source: j’gﬂ WY Latensive “° Werness Znve- 74”7
b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): NVPb60— 120 ([d»/ é/é(«w"al')
¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s): /'/’fm )j/// r)qf /-, 000

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): &ﬁ[ ﬁ é,ln s Frie /'/fn/gé /’fc/‘/ A i

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one
BLM inventory area is associated with the area, list each area and answer each question
individually for each inventory area)

Inventory Source: /84 AV Zoy {24 s,vE s /140:&:; Ll fo e

Area Sufficient | Naturalness? Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Unique Size? Yes/No Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Identifier |(Yes/No Yes/No Unconfined | Yes/No
(acres) Recreation?
Yes/No
060-12.0 |/8/00 | Yes VO Y 7
BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126

Date: 03/15/2012
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FORM 2 é‘&s///e Quz.. (L ‘42.

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

Area Unique Identifier NV-0L0- |80 Acreage (¥, 155
(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately).

In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion,
check “Yes” and describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes v No
Note: I “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the
remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wilderness inventory roads, property lines,

ey, Boomudlg i Mosstassnol shuiols ool
o V8 _P_Cur’{' :s:LA hvﬂ‘é‘k//MISTL IQUY?LI\IP‘I{/L & f’{ﬁ
[ > R

> g N> ‘ DO AN ] Ag i O L, ».

; - ]
10w pcnmut e 1 8ule o pnd

[ DT ™4 M N A D oS VIVTals

(2) Does the area appear to be natural?
Yes _ No, N/A
Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the
remaining questions below.
Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major

human uses/activities): ; '(' L ¢ &

ey (SW] £500 J,CE(LL I/W ouidlu o
0{ | Dhss padi v Wifmiz. i Sarneg
DC\J,\A\/%(L; (. _SoOwe OO0 a4 J

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for

solitude?
Yes .L No N/A

MoTe !

__.-—'—"’——___.-

N A«l«:f *(1&:1»«0'( N"‘\Qrw‘lﬁ\ KL(J Md[QS @74
are. auoaballe D e i,} £ le /@»(V‘( T
Towepal fredd %c&_

v Lvend, OZ ,\}wo%(;\, (U (s rwess ,c}ézek

{%OPOS‘,QJ OALE, .

Suw fles ona alys
Vst

f)"(ma&& :

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):

’ﬂ,ocg QMc. oud ond dorear uuxa[—vnﬁvﬂm )
lAJ

f W (;#//074 o R ansa ool dmo_mr@wdrz

QWL{SLMLM/ Sm—/A‘lévnﬁa : 7‘2—:7“& Q(n‘fn
.

7 -
(4) Does the area {or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes L No N/A
Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics;
check “NA” for question 5.

Description (descnb the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined
C\Mé e p Ubn g 4 C%*—:G‘n,um

recregtion): :
Ner TF\UILL/_I/ Lu(}-/\—\ﬂl’ -/Vw/ovuLdla/?JZ/L

A .‘ 0 2 (s ’ CL(/J J [ 72 ‘ g AL 7 SR
‘4. (ST 0 ru o "]’ ( Ui [N M ‘ﬁ/.’_’

ol uMcJ e d A9 pg Sl

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic or historical value)?

Yes No N/A
Description: g Ve &Z,Z d : . Vu\ Mmhﬁ
duwid Lvné 2 i ?/ mﬁ‘iésﬁ-

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Summary of Analysis” e
Area Unique Identifier: N V. olbo - (36 CM )1-«{@ /Qatjc .

Summary

Results of analysis:

(Note: explain the inventory findings for the entirety of the inventory unit. When wilderness
characteristics have been identified in an area that is smaller than the size of the total inventory
unit, explain why certain portions of the inventory unit are not included within the lands with
wilderness characteristics (e.g. the inventory found that certain parts lacked naturalness).

1. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? ‘/Yes No

2. Does the area appear to be natural? _ Yes ___No N/A

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type

of recreation? L Yes ___No ___NA
4. Does the area have supplemental values? — Yes ___No ___NA
Check one:

+~ The area, or a portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is identified as lands
with wilderness characteristics.

The area does not have wilderness characteristics.

Prepared by (team members):

P Anwdege OrF
g Aty Y
E— lqu‘n Cyr— I4fc'/£4

/. /H\,l4(3&/\ C—,%T '3(20 -2 /ufg
(Name, Title, Date) /
Reviewed by (District or Field Manager):
/ . il

" This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. 1t does not
represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedics under either
43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Name:"ﬁh«, (‘ouJM,cf Title: /}-z:?[l\«j EJ: /o/ M?\
Date: 7/ §7//j

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012



CASTLE ROCK
Lands with Wilderness Characteristics
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Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

CITIZEN NAME: Castle Rock Unit 2
BLM UNIT NAME: East Kawich BLM UNIT NUMBER: NV-060-120

Narrative documentation of how the Citizen-Submitted information substantially differs from the
information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness characteristics (as per BLM Manual 6310;
.06; B; 1; b; ii.)

CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORIED:
1. Size: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory documented a total of 18,050 roadless acres. The 2012
FNW inventory documented 18,785 acres for Unit 120. The configurations of the BLM unit and the

FNW unit fairly closely coincide.

2. Naturalness: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory found that: “17,920 acres were found to be in a
natural condition”. 130 acres were deleted due to a lack of naturalness from mining activities. The
2012 FNW inventory found that the mining and exploration activity in Unit 120 ceased decades ago
and these human impacts have eroded and revegetated to the point of being substantially
unnoticeable. The 2012 FNW inventory described 18,785 acres as appearing natural.

3. Outstanding Opportunities for:

A. Solitude: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory stated that for Unit 120: “[t]he roadless and natural
portion of the area does not possess an outstanding opportunity for solitude because vegetation is low-
growing or absent, topography is open, and no secluded spots exist”.

The FNW Inventory found many outstanding opportunities for solitude in the densely wooded rolling
volcanic hills, rock formations, and potholes of along the crest of Unit 120, in the steep canyons of the
eastern scarp, and on the expansive eastern alluvial fan system. BLM guidelines for evaluating LWC
have changed in the last 40 years. Under the BLM Manual 6310 policies, “[o]utstanding opportunities
for solitude can be found in areas lacking vegetation or topographic screening.” Also, under
contemporary 6310 guidelines, an LWC unit not need “have outstanding opportunities on every acre”
to meet the criteria for outstanding opportunities. (See Form 2 in the FNW Inventory documents for
details on outstanding opportunities for solitude in this unit.)

B. Primitive and Unconfined Type of Recreation: The BLM 1980 inventory for Unit 130 stated: “The
area does not offer an outstanding opportunity for a primitive and unconfined type of recreation.
Factors restricting recreational opportunities include lack of scenic values, low game populations, and
absence of features of interest. Water is also lacking.”

The 2012 FNW inventory described how Unit 120 provides critical winter habitat for the southern
Kawich mule deer herd. The 2012 FNW inventory found high quality scenic values throughout the Unit
and features of interest including a sheer, 1000 foot rhyolite wall rising abruptly from alluvial fan on
the east side of the unit, rugged and steep canyons in the eastern escarpment, and inviting slick-rock
formations rising above the pinyon/juniper forests along the crest of the unit. BLM guidelines for
evaluating LWC have changed in the last 40 years. Under the BLM Manual 6310 policies, “[t]he
presence of water is not essential for an outstanding primitive recreation opportunity.”
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Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

The 2012 FNW inventory found that this Unit offers both outstanding opportunities in several primitive
and unconfined types of recreation and a diversity of recreational opportunities. (See Form 2 in the
FNW Inventory documents for details.)

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS: The 1980 BLM Inventory for Unit 130 stated that the “BLM
received two specific comments on this unit, one mentioned roads and mining impacts and the other
listed other resource values.”

RATIONALE FOR DECISION: The 1980 BLM Inventory stated: “[t]he evidence available to the Bureau,
supported by public comments, indicates the area does not possess the necessary criteria for WSA
designation.”

Although this may have been an accurate assessment at the time, the 2012 FNW Inventory
demonstrates that the wilderness characteristics of this area have substantially changed over the
intervening four decades. The mining roads and impacts mentioned in the public comments have
become substantially unnoticeable as a result of decades of reclamation by natural processes. The
wilderness characteristics generated from the FNW 2012 Inventory for the Unit substantially differ
from the information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness characteristics. Under current BLM
Manual 6310 guidelines, FNW recommends that this unit should be re-considered for LWC status.
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WlLD'mA)NESS CHARACTERISTICS lNVé. JORY
INVENTORY AREA EVALUATION (FORM 2)

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics
Arca Unique ldentificr: Castle Rock Unit 2 Acreage:

(If the inventory arca consists of subunits, list the acreage of cach and evaluate cach separately).
In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (11 the area meets one ol the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes™ and
describe the exception in the space provided below),

YES

Description (describe the boundaries ot the area--wilderness inventory roads, property lines, ctc): Castle Rock
Unit 2 is comprised of the north-end Kawich Mountains. This unit is bounded by a county road on the
cast, the Bellhelen mining district on the southwest, the Cow Canyon road on the north and west. The
southeast boundary is defined by a scldom-used track that serves as the northern boundary to the
Kawich WSA.

(2) Does the arca appear to be natural?
YES

Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the remaining
questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human
uses/activities):

The enigmatic and diverse volcanic rock formations of the north Kawich Range proliferate within Castel
Rock Unit 2. Rhyolite towers, spires, and domes break through the ridges and peaks. Violent rhyolitic
volcanism erupted through this area 22-23 million years creating the welded ash-flow tuffs that form the
core of this area. This area has been referred to as a region of “nested calderas.” These multicolored
formations create surprising vistas with every turn of the canyons. Elevations in the unit vary from 5400
feet at the base of the alluvial fans on the east to 7500 feet along central mountains on the west side of this

unit.

Historic use of this area included mining for gold and silver in the early 1900s along the southern
boundary of this unit in the Bellhelen mining district. These ore deposits formed in the contact zone
between rhyolite calderas of the Castle Rock Unit and intrusive mass of the southern Kawich Range.
Currently the area is used for hunting, rockhounding, hiking, camping, bouldering, geological and
biological sight-seeing, photography, and backpacking.

The low-relief alluvial surface on the eastern side of this unit supports a dwarf-brush and grassland
community that provides good habitat for pronghorn. This alluvial fan system also provides a canvas for
the daily paintings of sun and shadow as the sun sets over the mountains in the core of the unit. The
alluvial fan system truncates against the volcanic core of this unit, which rises abruptly from the gentle
relief of the valley floor. This sudden vertical relief produces steep walls and ridges and rugged canyons.
One monumental formation on the east face of the range rises as a 1000-foot high, bare-rock rampart.
This formation provides excellent habitat for nesting raptors and rock climbers alike. The exception to
the sudden vertical relief typical of the eastern part of this unit is the long and gradual Cow Canyon,



« which forms the northern and \w«%rn boundary of this unit. At the to‘}) ,g!:raphical top of this unit, in the
central core and along the western side, the terrain becomes a gently rolling upland, shrouded with dense
pinion/juniper forests and punctuate with bare-rock volcanic domes and spires. In addition to the
pinion/juniper forests, sagebrush, snakeweed, rabbit brush, cliffrose, and mountain mahogany form the
dominate components of the native vegetation in this beautiful area and contribute the naturalness and
natural integrity of the unit. A varicty of cacti can be found across the area including cholla, prickly pear,
hedgehog, and pediocactus. Throughout this unit, pronghorn antclope, mule deer, wild horses, coyotes,
bobcat, and mountain lion roam. Birds onc is likely to encounter in this unit include: Golden Eagles,
Turkey Vultures, Northern Harrier, Swainson’s Hawks, Red-Tailed Hawks, Prairic Falcons, American
Kestrels, Mourning Doves, Common Nighthawks, Northern Flickers, Western Flycatchers, Ravens,
Crows, and Pinion Jays.

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of sullicient size) have outstanding opportunities [or solitude?
YES

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunitics for solitude):

The Castle Rock Unit 2 area is wild and remote. The arca lacks any developed system of trails and
envelops the visitor in the wildness and emptiness of the landscape. The massive alluvial complex on the
castern explodes with wildflowers after seasonal rains. The absolute scale of this fan system allows the
visitor to vanish into space and experience solitude. The history of the west involved people walking and
moving (without mechanized assistance) through the flat, arid, and remote areas of the intermountain
west. This was the wilderness of the 19th century: the wilderness of our forebearers. Including areas
with these attributes within this unit ensures that future generations will have access to the type of
solitude and unconfined movement that defined the western character.

The volcanic uplands and dense pinion/juniper forests on the western side of the unit offer a completely
different opportunity for solitude. This area is carved into numerous shallow canyons punctuated by
bare rock formations each supporting shelfs, walls, overhanging niches, and tree filled potholes that
create outstanding opportunities for visitors to find a very personal and intimate refuge of solitude,
sequestered from the rest of the world. The steep slopes and rugged canyons of the eastern wall of the
unit provide a third component of solitude, solitude that requires skills and confidence to explore.
Without a compass and map, a visitor can easily become lost in this land of trees and rugged canyons.

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation?
YES

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):

The open alluvial fan system on the east side of Castle Rock Unit 2 is unconfined recreation incarnate.
Here, the direction you travel is not confined by landscape or vegetation. Only in these places do you
have the choice to move in any direction you choose and to walk to where the earth meets the sky. These
fans present an outstanding opportunity for unconfined recreation. The labyrinths of rock formations
and extinct volcanoes that comprise the core of this unit provide outstanding opportunities for visitors to
hike, horseback ride, boulder, climb peaks, photograph, backpack, and sight-see through an area of
scenic wonders. This unit also provides outstanding opportunities for wildlife watching, birding, and
hunting. With the diverse volcanic activity in this area, outstanding opportunities abound for rock-
hounding and geological sight seeing. The natural and stunning beauty of the unique rock formations is
sure to inspire artists to sketch, paint, or write poems and create compelling stories for amateur



naturalist to unravel. Many sigh «lf prehistoric occupation can be I'ou‘.. fhroughout this region, from
fragments of lithic industry to rock shelter occupation sites. This provides outstanding opportunities for
amateur archacologists. The dense forests and steep canyons of this unit provide a challenge for the
visitor with the skills to navigate rugged terrain. The 1000-foot rampart on above the castern alluvial
fans provides world-class opportunities for rock climbing and route finding.

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ccological, geological, or other features of scientific, educational,
scenic or historical value)?
YES

Description:

Castle Rock Unit 2 has been studied by geologist because of the important role this area can tell about the
tectonic forces that under-lic Nevada and contribute to the formation of the Basin and Range. The
ancient volcanic activity of the region combined with the more recent faulting activity provide important
details to understanding the larger story of the geological process currently shaping the terrain of central
Nevada. Rhyolite ash-flow tuffs provide the dominant structural component for the upland sections of
the Castle Rock area. These “glowing clouds” of hot gases, globs of lava, hot ash, and pumice blanketed
the arca 22 to 23 million years ago. Evidence of thesc ancient, fiery events abound within this unit
awaiting discovery by students of gcology. Scveral important archacological habitation arecas within this
unit provide important evidence for how ancient pcoples lived in Nevada. The broad alluvial fans of this
unit provide cxcellent habitat for pronghorn antelope and the relatively snow-free lower elevations of the
corc of this unit provide important shelter and winter habitat for the deer herds of the higher, southern
Kawich Mountains. Sharing a common border with the massive southern Kawich LWC, this unit
provides assurance of connectivity for future migrations of wildlife in the unpredictable future of global
climate change. The 100 year old mining activity along the southern edge of the unit provide
opportunities for visitors interested in history to explore and ponder how these early pioneer lived in
worked in the wild lands of this unit that are essentially unchanged since the heyday of the Bellhelen
mining district.



FRIENDS of
NEVADA
WILDERNESS

<

“

3

12d
g% s
12 13
o0 3
= 8
§ a2
O O o

Unconstructed two-track
Unreclaimed mining activity

Remains Open

Route Evaluation




O O

Appendix B, Page 2

a‘wé bt oy {—L {{5

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous
Inventory on Record

FORM 1

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or
part of this area?

No (Go to Form 2)Yes ‘/ (If yes, and if more than one area is within
the area, list the unique identifiers for those areas.):

a) Inventory Source: 1980 TIn tersive Taventdcd

klls)

b) Inventory Area Unique ldentifier(s): NV -060-21 21 Av-060- 2 13 Céw‘()f ks

¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s): /7/, j(FFg(.S@,, /.'/00, 000
e ’ oFFA
d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): 0atHe Momta.n Diste ‘*/ Tof\aloka Fw(‘/ fee

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one
BLM inventory area is associated with the area, list each area and answer each question
individually for each inventory area):

Inventory Source: |80 _Thntfens)/se Zrve~ter 4

Area Sufficient | Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Unique Size? Yes/No Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Identifier | Yes/No Yes/No Unconfined | Yes/No
(acres) Recreation?
Yes/No

000-212 W 33| Yes ud ol Yeg
000-23 Vs 4200 | Yos wo 7, Vo

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126

Date: 03/15/2012
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FORM 2 ot Losioe L (\s

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

Area Unique Identifier MV-060-2 |Z/Z( 3 Acreage ‘("(, 191
(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately).

In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the area of sufTicient size? (If the area mects onc of the exceptions to the size criterion,
check “Yes” and describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes \/ No

Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the
remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wilderness inventory roads, property lines,

etc.): _EMAM? o gl m%hza/ WMC/
dmu)(j rada aneunl antii e vkt

(2) Does the area appeilyo be natural?
Yes No N/A

Note: If “No” is chemrea does not have wilderness charm check “NA” for the

remaining questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major

human uses/activities): féh a.-.."j & gears 141 ‘c th G, awr;/L
8 Ftura/ SHete. T here / I35 &  Miaosr  rhhe
distucbance fo Ho  Southers portion oF fo

(//linfe

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for

solitude?
Yes No__ V N/A

2 Mee Dﬂgﬂmm R s ovadafcs Tw ij&fﬁﬁ
Lles  (rraled na \I\mff‘f)&,d\_ Foeld 6B
» Freads Hav. (oYldorness en‘%w pdwiwnted
wcl  Eles shud o R % ™ BFS Tl
st (R

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012



O ()

Appendix B, Page 4

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):

Lt s FFcullt Fo //4/ du/:fﬁ»ﬂ/fl\—« Op o fom idser
é/ So l/tude due 4o Ha pfOét‘WI!‘)‘L' f)é /_L/Qﬁé/éé A_,
r&///nq bLi //_\' £ ven /Am«l«; sy ko 2 ze /4e-q /(4/
il 4/44} /7 /K-— tn. f /’44/’ Moy An/a /0/&474

ﬁf 5&/ /ua/e /

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes No \/ N/A

Note: If “No™ is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics;
check “NA” for question 5.

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined

recreation): 0//&/ /Un /'71'4' *fgr ,9/, an ) f e 7 uncont[/'n.c/
recrea #odyn uch a4 /mn /%r Ao /—mg ﬁano/ Camp, g
Exis+ ~itbh //A'/ wn. 't £ h ﬂa &l Na',,( /f'/
(ons.'dered 0 be pu #i%ﬁfmfi};

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic or historical value)?

No N/A__ \/
Description: Pé’/rﬁj(//ﬁ) é/n j/m //(/ /(04 /a/cé

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Summary of Analysis’

Area Unique Identifier:

Summary

Results of analysis:

(Note: explain the inventory findings for the entirety of the inventory unit. When wilderness
characteristics have been identified in an area that is smaller than the size of the total inventory
unit, explain why certain portions of the inventory unit are not included within the lands with
wilderness characteristics (e.g. the inventory found that certain parts lacked naturalness).

1. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? ‘_/Yes ___No
2. Does the area appear to be natural? VY Yes No N/A

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primigive and unconfined type

of recreation? _ Yes No ___NA
4. Does the area have supplemental values? _’ Yes ___No v~ N/A
Check one:

___The area, or a portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is identified as lands

vyi Iderness characteristics.

V__The area does not have wilderness characteristics.

Pre%ed by (team members): / /
rko o § /1 /2013

)o bn le \'\_‘;M//

(Name, Title, Date)

Reviewed by (District gr Field Manager):

~

" This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It does not
represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under cither
43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Name: [ ¢ C&w&VJ Title: j-cz‘:\ucl, ﬁ(((( /"(3'-

Date: 7/ Sl/j

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

CITIZEN NAME: Confusion Hills

BLM UNIT NAME: Lone Mountain BLM UNIT NUMBER: NV-060-212
BLM UNIT NAME: Red Ring Mountain BLM UNIT NUMBER: NV-060-213

Narrative documentation of how the Citizen-Submitted information substantially differs from the
information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness characteristics (as per BLM Manual 6310;
.06; B; 1; b; ii.)

CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORIED:

1. Size: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory documented a total of 40,500 acres (34,300 acres for Unit
212 and 6,200 acres for Unit 213); the FNW Inventory describes this area as 44,781 acres. The FNW
inventory describes this area as a single unit because the “route” used by the 1980 BLM boundary
between Units 212 and Unit 213 was found by the 2012 FNW inventory to not have been constructed
for most of its length and to have fallen into disrepair, disuse, and is, in many places, overgrown with
pinyon and juniper to the point where it is no longer passable by vehicles. The configurations of the
two BLM units and the single FNW unit fairly closely coincide. The FNW inventory refers to the two
Units from the 1980 BLM inventory as a single, continuous unit.

2. Naturalness: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory found that “33,900 acres [of Unit 212] were found
to be in a natural condition. 400 acres were deleted due to a lack of naturalness” and “6,200 acres [in
Unit 213] were found to be in a natural condition.” The intervening 4 decades since this inventory
have allowed the natural processes to reclaim the boundary “route” between the two units and the
mining exploration access routes within the Units. The 2012 FNW inventory found these human
impacts within the unit were now substantially unnoticeable and that all 44,781 acres of the unit
appeared natural.

3. Outstanding Opportunities for:

A. Solitude: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory stated that for Unit 212: “[t]he roadless and natural
portion of the area does not possess an outstanding opportunity for solitude. The northern half of the
unit is comprised of a narrow ridge and part of Sand Springs Valley. This area averages only two miles
in width with an average relief of 500 feet. The southern half of the unit has a mining road, which
penetrates the unit for about four miles. This situation restricts the user from being able to find a
secluded spot and thus would prevent the user from avoiding the sights and sounds of man.”

The 2012 FNW inventory found that over the intervening 4 decades, the “mining road” described
above as penetrating four miles into the southern half of Unit 212 has been eroded, revegeted, and
overgrown by pinyon and juniper, making this unused route impassible by full-size vehicles. The
prospects this complex of un-reclaimed mining exploration routes traditionally led to have not been
accessed for decades. The “averaged” statistics used in the 1980 BLM inventory to describe the
topography in the northern portion of Unit 212 do not accurately portray the spectacular
topographical relief created by the dramatic, 1,500-foot rise of Andesite Ridge above Pritchard’s
Canyon to the west and above Little Smokey Valley to the east (not Sand Springs Valley as described in
the 1980 BLM inventory).
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Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory stated that for Unit 213: “[t}he roadless and natural portion of the
area does not possess an outstanding opportunity for solitude. It is a relatively small mountain with
little topographic variance. Vegetation is sparse and visitors would find it difficult to screen themselves
from others in the unit.”

Guidelines for evaluating LWC have changed in the last 4 decades. Under the 6310 policies,
“[o]utstanding opportunities for solitude can be found in areas lacking vegetation or topographic
screening.” The 2012 FNW inventory found outstanding opportunities for solitude in expansive alluvial
systems of the Little Smokey Valley and surrounding Red Ring Mountain. The 2012 FNW inventory also
describes outstanding opportunities for solitude created by topographic and vegetative features in
many places in this combined unit including the knife-edge of Andesite Ridge, the colorful canyons of
the Confusion Hills, and dense pinyon/juniper forest of the south central core of the unit . Also, under
contemporary 6310 guidelines, an LWC unit not need “have outstanding opportunities on every acre”
to meet the criteria for outstanding opportunities. (See Form 2 in the enclosed FNW Inventory
documents for details on outstanding opportunities for solitude in this Unit.)

B. Primitive and Unconfined Type of Recreation: The BLM 1980 inventory for Unit 212 stated: “The
area does not offer an outstanding opportunity for a primitive and unconfined type of recreation as
opportunities... are of low quality.” The BLM 1980 inventory for Unit 213 stated: “[t]he area does not
offer an outstanding opportunity for a primitive and unconfined type of recreation. Those
opportunities that do exist are common and of relatively low quality.” The 2012 FNW inventory found
that the combined unit offers both outstanding opportunities in several primitive and unconfined types
of recreation and a diversity of recreational opportunities. (See Form 2 in the FNW inventory
documents for details.)

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS: The 1980 BLM Inventory for Unit 212 stated that the “BLM
received two specific comments on this unit. One mentioned naturalness and supplemental values
while the other noted other resource values. Also received were 2,288 general comments stating the
unit meets the wilderness criteria.” The 1980 BLM Inventory for Unit 213 stated the “BLM received
two specific comments on this unit.

One discussed the area's naturalness and supplemental values and the second noted other resource
values.”

RATIONALE FOR DECISION: The 1980 BLM Inventory stated the same rationale for both Unit 122 and
213: “Even though comments were received both supportinig and opposing WSA designation, the
evidence available to the Bureau indicates the area does not possess the necessary criteria for WSA
designation.”

Although this may have been an accurate assessment at the time, the 2012 FNW Inventory
demonstrates that the wilderness characteristics of this area (the combined 212 and 213 Units) have
substantially changed over the intervening four decades. The wilderness characteristics generated
from the FNW 2012 Inventory for the combined unit substantially differ from the information in the
BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness characteristics. Under current 6310 guidelines, FNW
recommends that this combined unit, Confusion Hills, should be re-considered for LWC status.
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( )
WILDLRNESS CHARACTERISTICS INVES TORY
INVENTORY AREA EVALUATION (FORM 2)

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics
Arca Unique Identifier: Confusion Hills Acreage:

(If the inventory arca consists of subunits, list the acreage of cach and evaluate cach separately).
In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as nccessary.

(1) Is the arca of sufticient size? (11 the arca meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes™ and
describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes No Note: If“No™ is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the
remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the arca--wilderness inventory roads, property lines, ctc): The
Confusion Hills Arca is bounded by well-developed county roads on all three sides with minor offsets to
accommodate onc arca of private property.

(2) Does the area appear to be natural?
YES

Note: If “No™ is checked the arca does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the remaining
questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human
uses/activitics: Historic human use of the Confusion Hills area included mining exploration. This
exploration left un-reclaimed mining routes in the Cruiser Point area. Most of these un-reclaimed routes
have fallen into disuse and are over-grown by pinyon and juniper trees and brush. In many places these
routes have also been eroded and washed-out by seasonal storms. The overall impact on the naturalness
of the area is negligible. On the south-central part of the area, two well-developed roads lead to two oil
exploration well sites. These sites can be effectively excluded from the area with minimal impact on the
natural integrity of the area.

A maze of multicolored, ash-fall hills characterizes the southwest corner of the Confusion Hills. These
formations create the fanciful landscape from which the name of the area is derived. Open stands of
pinyon and juniper trees flow-over these low hills and queue-up along the shallow canyons. The Great
Basin sagebrush community plants weave in and out of the trees, covering the hills where the soils are
stable and developed enough to support vegetation. In many locations, the soil of these ash-derived hills
is so unstable that vegetation cannot gain a foothold. In these areas only the most determined pinyon or
juniper survives, growing in twisted and stunted forms that mimic the chaotic terrain. As the foothills
climb toward Cruiser Peak and higher terrain, the pinyon and juniper become denser and form a
diminutive forest. This extensive pinyon/juniper forest continues over the crest of the range and down
toward the eastern boundary.

The vegetation thins again on the east side of the Confusion Hills area and the multicolored Red Ring
Mountain dominates the eastern boundary dressed in a cloak spotted with pinyon and juniper.

Two very different natural habitats define the north half of the Confusion Hills. An extensive dwarf-
sage brush and grass plant community covers the gently sloping alluvial fan system on the east side and



contrasts sharply with the 9-mike «)nife-edgc of Andecsite Ridge p:ll':lllcimg> the northwest border.
Andecsite Ridge and the dwarf-sage brush plain meet in rolling, juniper and pinyon covered hills in the
center of the Confusion Hills area. The high point of the Confusion Hills is an 8000 foot peak on the
southern end of Andesite Ridge. Throughout the unit, a visitor may glimpse golden ecagles,

turkey vultures, hawks, falcons, or kestrels hunting on capricious air currents (sce species list).

The Confusion Hills provide an ever-changing adaptations of natural habitats as the terrain makes
incremental changes responding to variations in precipitation, soil types, and exposure to the relentless
desert sun. A wide diversity of animals call this unit home, including: coyotes, bobcat, mountain lions,
mule deer rabbits and rodents (see species list). The natural integrity of this corner of Nevada abides and
for all visitors, the most dramatic attribute of the Confusion Hills is the appearance of naturalness.

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunitics for solitude?
YES

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):

Walking into the Confusion Hills is to immerse oneself into a remote and natural world where the
primeval forces of the world still hold sway. lmmersion into this unit is immersion into outstanding
opportunities for solitude. The maze-like, colorful formations of the volcanic hills in the southwestern
part of this unit provide outstanding opportunitics to vanish into a land flush with vegetative and
topographical screening. The dense pinion/juniper forests of the upper southern section offer
opportunities to find uncompromised solitude in the sheltering fragrance of this diminutive forest. The
extensive, open pinion/juniper woodlands of the eastern part of the Confusion Hills unit offer outstanding
opportunities for solitude based on the pure scale of the region. Distances here are enormous and moving
through this landscape under one’s own power makes the space even large. After 15 minutes of travel,
visitors become cngulfed in the immensity of the unit and will find themselves utterly alone. Climbing to
the top of the isolated of Red Ring Mountain on the eastern boundary of the unit provides visitors with
the opportunity survey the scale of emptiness this Confusion Hills unit represents.

The extensive alluvial plains on the east side of the unit provide visitors with the outstanding opportunity
of the wilderness within dwarf-sagebrush community. Despite the low aspect of the vegetation, this area
is surprisingly well-watered and nourish grasslands combined with a profusion of wildflowers and
herbaceous plants. This is the solitude of the plains; solitude the visitor will most likely share only with
the rabbits, rodents, lizards, coyotes or perhaps a small band of passing pronghorn antelope. Andesite
Ridge provides an outstanding opportunity for a unique form of solitude. This massive knife-like ridge
provides a formidable challenge. A challenge that, when met, is rewarded by the solitude of elevation;
solitude only you and the raven, soaring and celebrating in the unpredictable gusts atop the ridge, will
know.

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation?
YES

Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for
question 5.

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):

The opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation in the Confusion Hills unit are limited only by
determination and imagination. Nearly every corner of the unit is accessible for recreation, from easy
hiking through the colorful and winding arroyos of the volcanic foothills and the upland forests, to the
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more challenging terrain of thc‘r«}olitic ramparts of Cruiser Point angr r‘\')ndcsitc Ridge. Outstanding
opportunities exist with this unit for photography, horseback riding, backpacking, hunting, wildlife
watching, birding, rockhounding, botanical identification, bouldering, rock climbing, as well as
opportunities for though who like to “collect™ desert peaks and climb to the highest point in every one of
the 300 mountain ranges of the state. The Confusion Hills unit shows evidence of extensive use by
prehistoric peoples and provides outstanding opportunities for amateur archacologists to cxplore
lifestyles that involved lithic industry, petroglyphs, and pictographs. The never-ending patterns of light
and shadow, fashioned from the changeable weather carecning over the colorful formations of this unit
create fascinating inspiration for artist and poets. Outstanding opportunitics for sketching, painting, and
creative writing can be found within the inspirational colors and wild nature of the Confusion Hills area.

(5) Docs the area have supplemental values (ccological, geological, or other features of scientific, educational,
scenic or historical value)?
YES

Description:

The Confusion Hills unit includes a wide diversity of ccological habitats. The western boundary of this
unit follows the well-watered Hot Creck Valley. The dryer uplands support extensive pinion/juniper
forests. The eastern plains provide low sagebrush-steppe habitat. This complex of environments
provides a critical case-study of the interaction between diverse habitats as the climate patterns shift.
Retaining the natural integrity of this unit will assure that these natural interactions can continue to be
monitored into an uncertain future. The area included within the Confusion Hills unit is rich in
archacological resources and provides valuable materials for the study of indigenous peoples in Nevada.
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Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous
Inventory on Record

FORM 1

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or
part of this arca?

No (Go to Form 2)Yes ‘/ (If yes, and if more than one area is within
the area, list the unique identifiers for those areas.):

a) Inventory Source: /?ﬁﬂ a4 fn///.;,'\/o L/?/A/lﬂwé’.j P o K)r7
b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): A/ )y - 05 2-0323 (5"";7 rot foa 4)
¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ‘ﬂ//ﬁ :‘3// /- /dd, 000

d) BLM District(s)/Ficld Office(s): Ja e #Tovateis D.'s . L%//;,,,a 2 b Fioful gFFee

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one
BLM inventory area is associated with the area, list each area and answer each question
individually for each inventory area):

Inventory Source: /£ g ~V Za fons/ve 4. ernony Zavesie 7
Area Sufficient | Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Unique Size? Yes/No Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Identifier @‘Jo Yes/No Unconfined | Yes/No

(acres) Recreation?
Yes/No

050-0723 25337 | Yes ~Y NY Ves
BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126

Date: 03/15/2012
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FORM 2 Lo .‘T" ot Rea/k
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

Area Unique ldentifier NVeosD - 5323 Acreage 25, ( lj
(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately).

In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.
(1) Is the arca of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion,

check *Yes™ and describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes il No

Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the
remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wilderness inventory roads, property lines,

etc.): ):M%La, o of Diluac QQLL, gfwﬁ,ﬂ EFWVLCOMj
o compraed o vsimfaiiod asucty Acads.
Seme. ,bAaA, /wﬁ/«f ¢ Cotdet connied .'Wcu
tg«k/: /Q'bwszq ﬁl-r) *Yko\,,/(’,‘_ﬂc, M)t{ Ua/C/ bwfmm

__-é:sﬁe% ?Ma,&‘:( @M“(qv C'-C%'GE—'FV&G mm¢W4 UQ-C)VJS

So FvW vz /nod/&ﬂex[ &mef/(?
(2) Does the area appear to be natural?
Yes No N/A

Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA”™ for the
remaining questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary, of major

human uses/activities(): U\JMLOA, (. Uwmcgud Q,cha:vac, )v( N La. —
agve

a0 ad | l J

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area il a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for

solitude?
Yes _‘/__ No___ N/A

v (Woie T\/»O(}uma_/"ﬁ\@u S avedalide D ;7’\0-(\&43#
é(es sl T Teepels £ o-
i

e mmis %W,ﬁ,uavc{b Wwﬂcﬂ,l/»’u?—_ig = Gi“)LlKZ/G_%—
PO Y | Lt FV W ﬂ/eg @5

o Lo ot TFO s Tw DPs digehd
shoag e

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):

(’Uj)«_”(’li,%kxus MJ” Vel cane (e #-\\(/5 ,/M—béC["f
CrogYes O“NA‘&ZQQQ :]fa solifuda dmgz 069 /7
P fiovea coved i/&l@u s, Semo ATV

frookes bok Yo oraaed 1§L, -

[

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes v No N/A
Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics;
check “NA" for question 5.

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined
1[':\') {Q/LQ '

recreation): Jl‘:ﬂd Mﬂjou. CUV\& i (Q—/V‘-“-‘O/(G/tl
SCAQW/@-‘&JV\-C? dﬁj{' GMLIO—M/-I/ ’4‘/'\11» P \'4770(7‘/)62 ll7
—V\‘/(LQ, 7‘{)&] ‘[w‘-/ Mn_,m 2 4“%%/\/‘%, (JL
qu\}[L\ .\ (ré Ww_ ‘/LA/Vu/‘tC !

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic or historical value)?

Yes / No____ NA_

Descrlptlon ﬂoféomc/ ._,Q,&O-'ér)q/((, {w»ﬁ@, /\&QI(U-/A.U'_

’Mq M@Mﬂ Q,Q{QAMIL/L

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Summary of Analysis, -
Area Unique Identifier: MV-039%—-0323 @""“ ‘7 raucf EQG’ L)

Summary

Results of analysis:

(Note: explain the inventory findings for the entirety of the inventory unit. When wilderness
characteristics have been identified in an area that is smaller than the size of the total inventory
unit, explain why certain portions of the inventory unit are not included within the lands with
wilderness characteristics (e.g. the inventory found that certain parts lacked naturalness).

1. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? Yes No

_‘{Yes No N/A

2. Does the area appear to be natural?

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type

of recreation? ~"Yes __No ___N/A
4. Does the area have supplemental values? i Yes ___No __N/A
Check one:

L The area, or a portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is identified as lands
with wilderness characteristics.

The area does not have wilderness characteristics.

Prepared by (team members):

B Andenso ORP
£, l\JoﬂFQ‘mzw[m\ rfee
Wade K5t Eps ,
7 Aodemser. 4B 2] 13

(Name, Title, Date)

Reviewed by (Distri¢t or Field Manager):

M

" This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It does not
represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under cither
43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Name: 1 Uk (D‘WUV{L Title: J“&“‘u\d% I:Z;dc\, (\4\[(\ .
Date: ?/r/G

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

CITIZEN NAME: Emigrant Peak
BLM UNIT NAME: Emigrant Peak BLM UNIT NUMBER: NV-050-0323

Narrative documentation of how the Citizen-Submitted information substantially differs from the
information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness characteristics (as per BLM Manual 6310;
.06; B; 1; b; ii.)

CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORIED:

1. Size: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory documented a total of 25,337 acres. The FNW Inventory
describes this area as 27,719 acres. The configurations of both the BLM and the FNW units fairly
closely coincide except minor variations in the boundaries.

2. Naturalness: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory found that, “[t/here are several intrusion roads,
many leading to mining activity. These intrusions impact 20,712 acres, leaving an area of 4,625 acres
appearing natural.”

In the intervening nearly four decades since this inventory, the mining activities in this region have
been virtually nonexistent. Natural processes have substantially reclaimed many of these impacts and
remaining impacts appear as if nature is the predominate force working upon these lands. The most
substantial impact within this unit is an old uranium exploration complex intruding in from the east
nearly to the high point of the Unit. No viable ore deposits were found and these heavily constructed
roads were abandoned and un-reclaimed. For four decades these constructed roads have been
eroding and falling into disuse. The substantial constructed access road to this complex, cut into a near
vertical wall on the east side of the unit, is so washed out as to be passable only by smaller ATVs.
After the washout, the route sees very little traffic. The 2012 FNW inventory found most of the human
impacts referred in the 1980 Inventory were now substantially unnoticeable and inaccessible by
vehicles; all 27,712 acres of the unit “appear to [be] affected primarily by the forces of nature.” Our
inventory field crew recommended including the old, un-reclaimed uranium exploration mining scars
within the unit and allowing nature to reclaim these human impacts (see the Route Analysis Forms
provide with the FNW Inventory of this unit for more information).

3. Outstanding Opportunities for:

A. Solitude: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory stated that, “[tJopographic screening provides some
secluded spots, but these are not easily available and the opportunity for solitude is less than
outstanding.”

The FNW Inventory found outstanding opportunities for solitude in labyrinth-like hills and canyons that
make up the core of Unit 0323, In the steep and rocky canyons on the east side of the unit, and upon
the massive alluvial fan systems on the north and south sides of the Unit. The opportunity to find the
deeply secluded spots within the core of the unit does require effort and a degree of challenge to
access, however the difficulty required to reach these remote opportunities for solitude, by definition,
makes then “outstanding.” Also, under contemporary BLM Manual 6310 guidelines, an LWC unit not
need “have outstanding opportunities on every acre” to meet the criteria for outstanding
opportunities. (See Form 2 in the FNW Inventory documents for details on outstanding opportunities

Ep-1



Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

for solitude in this Unit.)

B. Primitive and Unconfined Type of Recreation: The BLM 1980 inventory listed several high quality
opportunities for recreation then stated that the “quality was limited by a lack of vegetative diversity,
lack of attractions to seek out, and lack of challenge to the recreationist.”

BLM guidelines for evaluating LWC have changed in the last 40 years. Under the BLM Manual 6310
policies, outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation are not impingent upon
vegetative diversity and the “presence of ‘challenge’ and ‘risk’ are appropriate considerations, but not
essential for an outstanding primitive recreation opportunity to exist in an area.” The 2012 FNW
inventory of Unit 0323 describes outstanding opportunities for recreation. The convoluted nature of
the canyons and hills combined with the stark vegetation and lack of water in the Unit provides
opportunities for visitors to experience “challenge” and “risk” when engaged in primitive ad
unconfined recreation within this Unit. The 2012 FNW inventory found that Unit 0323 offers both
outstanding opportunities in several primitive and unconfined types of recreation and a diversity of
recreational opportunities (see the FNW inventory Form 2 submitted for this unit for more details.)

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS: The 1980 BLM Inventory stated: “BLM received four specific
comments on this unit. Three listed intrusions or roads, and one noted lack of outstanding
opportunities. All four listed other resource values. Twelve additional comments were received during
the initial inventory that could not be checked earlier due to accelerated inventory priorities. These
were considered along with those noted above during the intensive inventory.”

RATIONALE FOR DECISION: The 1980 BLM Inventory stated: “Even though comments were received
citing both the presence and absence of wilderness characteristics, the evidence available to the Bureau
indicates the area does not possess the necessary criteria for WSA designation.”

Although this may have been an accurate assessment at the time, the 2012 FNW Inventory
demonstrates that the wilderness characteristics of this area have substantially changed over the
intervening four decades. The wilderness characteristics generated from the FNW 2012 Inventory for
Unit 0323 substantially differ from the information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness
characteristics. Under current BLM Manual 6310 guidelines, FNW recommends that this unit,
Emigrant Peak, should be re-considered for LWC status.
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WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORY
INVENTORY AREA EVALUATION (FORM 2)

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics
Arca Unique [dentifier: Emigrant Peak Acreage:

(Lf the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately).
In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion. check “Yes™ and
describe the exception in the space provided below), YES

Yes No Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the
remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries ot the area--wilderness inventory roads. property lines. etc
The Emigrant Peak area is located on the northern-end of the Silver Peak Range and is bounded by
improved county roads on all 4 sides (see maps). -

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? YES

Note: If “No™ is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the remaining
questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human
uses/activities: Currently the human use in the Emigrant Peak area consists of recreational use including
camping, hiking, and hunting. Historically the human use of the area included mineral exploration. Most of
the routes evaluated for this area originated from this mining activity, but many of these routes have fallen
into disuse. The irresistible forces of nature have worked slcwly and relentlessly to reclaim the abandoned
exploraticn activity. In most places these activities have been eroded and re-populated with native
vegetation making their impacts substantiaily negligible. Nine active claims remain within the area that
cover portions of NW and SW quarters of section 5 and portions of NE and SE quarters of section 6 of TIN,
R37E. The claimant is American Lithium Minerals Inc.

The Emigrant Peak Area prasents a wide diversity of natural terrains and habitats where nature integrity
still abides. Natural processes as old as the earth continue to carve and sculpt these mountains into a
spectacular complex of rugged canyons and colorful ridges surrounded by vast alluvial fans. The pure scale
of this landscape swallows-up the visitor and makes one feel immersed in the desert. Rainfall in this area
averages only about 5 inches per year and summer temperatures can rise to more than 110° F. The plant
life reflects the struggles of survival in such sever conditions. The alluvial fans on the north and south side
of Emigrant Peak reach all the way down to the white alkali dust of the dry lakes of Columbus Salt Marsh
and the Fish Lake Valley respectively. Eievations vary from 4500 feet adjacent to the dry lakes up to almost
6800 feet atop Emigrant Peak. The sparse vegetation leaves the colorful formations bare and exposed to the
catastrophic effects of the infrequent but violent storms. Dry washes provide avenues for exploring deep
into the chaotic labyrinth of hills that form the heart of the area. Every twist and turn reveals new and
surprising variations of color, texture, and rock formations. And within those formations a visitor can be
completely alone and isclated from the frenetic activities of the human worid.
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Sparse salt-tolerant plants domlinate the lower reaches of the alluvial fans. But on the upper reaches,
particularly on the southwest side of the area, the vegetation increases in diversity and Mojave cacti enters
the mix. These upper fans create spectacular natural gardens with a diversity of desert plants artfully
arranged by nature with colorful rocks slowing being transported down to fill the basins below. The broad,
gently sloping fans provide a visual contrast to the jumbied peaks of the upiands. These alluvial fans also
provide a canvas for the daily paintings of sun and shadow as the sun rises and sets over the mountains. The
Emigrant Peak area retains its treeless, desert aspect all the way to the top of Emigrant Peak where the
Mojave vegetation transitions to sagebrush steppe on the highest peaks.

The marshes and pools of water in the Gap Spring region on the western edge the Emigrant Peak area
represants one of the most outstanding natural resources for the region. These water resources offer a
welcome oasis for a broad spectrum of wildlife and for human visitors alike.

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?
YES

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):

Aside from the natural beauty and natural habitat the alluvial fans provide for the Emigrant Peak area,
these fans also offer a critical component for solitude. The alluvial fans of the Emigrant Peak area put the
mountains into context. Climbing from the bottom of an alluvial fan to reach the mountains is a journey
into solitude. After ten minutes of walking, the scale of this desert becomes undeniable. The car you left
by the side of the road has diminished into insignificance, swallowed by the emptiness of the desert. Slowly
you realize that from the perspective of the road, you too have vanished. With an epiphany, you
comprehend that, although you are waiking through a predominately empty landscape without topographic
relief or vegetation screening, you have nevertheless effectively vanished into pure space. This is the purest
quality of solitude.

The canyons and hills of the central ccre of the Emigrant Peak area provide abundant possibilities for
visitors to lose themselves within this convoluted terrain. The highest peaks of the area offer opportunities
for the strongest and most diligent hikers to explore a landscape that is far beyond the reach of more casual
visitors. The steep canyons of the east side of the Emigrant Peak area provides a maze of rock and near
vertical walls where visitors can find a respite and convince themselves that the human world is far away in
both distance and time. ~

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation?
YES

Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for
question 5.

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):

The cmigrant Peak area presents opportunities for primitive and unconfinea recreation that are limited oniy
the imagination. The desert aspect of the area provides visitors with access to nearly avery part of the
region, provided that they have sufficient skills to navigate the varied and often challenging terrain. Every
corner of the area offers spectacular opportunitias for photography, from intimate portraits of plants,
anirals, and enigmatic rock formations to sweeping landscapes encompassing not only the dramatic terrain
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of the area but sweeping backgrounds of distant mountains and valleys Eeyond. Sketch artists and painters
can also find outstanding subject mattar within the area. Gap Springs and several guzzlers within the area
provide focal points for watching wildlife and assure that game species will be plentiful for hunters. Small,
bare-rock plateaus and walls along the eastern edge of the area provide opportunities for rock climbing and
slot-canyon exploration. Emigrant Peak itself provides a destination for those visitor who climb and
“collect” desert peaks. Opportunities abound for hiking, horseback riding, and, for the person willing to
carry his own water, backpacking. Burro packing could provide a visitors with a welcome companion in the
empty landscape of the Emigrant Peak area and help make a living-history connection with the challenges
the earliest prospectors faced in the region.

For the amateur geologist, the rocks of the Emigrant Peak area span more than 400 million years. The oldest
components belong to seafloor sediments, scooped-up by the unrelenting march of the North American
continent across the pacific. But the 17 to 20 million year old rhyolite-based volcanic rocks characterize the
greatest mass of the materials exposed in the area. Prehistoric and historic use of the Emigrant Peak area
by humans have left compelling traces and clues to how these people lived. Chert is common in the
sedimentary rock and provided an important source for the raw material for early lithic cultures. And the
northeast corner of the Emigrant Peak area offers access to adjacent historic mining operations including
the early 20™ century mine that gave Coaldale junction its name. Rockhounding combined with geological
and historical sightseeing present additional outstanding recreational opportunities within the Emigrant
Peak area.

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, educational,
scenic or historical value)?
YES

Description:

The Emigrant Peak area provides an outstanding classroom for studying such diverse subjects as geology,
geomorphology, ecology, botany, zoology, archaeology, and history. The dry lakebeds to the north and
south of the unit speak of a time when expansive pluvial lakes formed in the Great Basin. When the Fish
Lake Valley filled to capacity, it spilled along the west boundary of the Emigrant Peak area, through and
spread water out into the desolate basin of Columbus Sait Marsh. Today only Gap Spring remains as a
legacy of these wetter times. The Emigrant Peak area shows wide-spread use by prehistoric people and
histeric mining activities prdvides interesting insight into Nevada’s history. The Emigrant Peak area marks
the boundary between the southern, low lying Mojave-type desert envircnment with the higher, northern
Great Basin desert ecology. Each change of elevation and turn of slope-aspect bring subtle changes to the
plant communities. Rhyolite ash-flow tuffs provide the dominant structural component for the upland
sections of the Emigrant Peak area. These “glowing clouds” of hot gases, globs of lava, hot ash, and pumice
blanketed the area 17 to 20 million years ago. This volcanic material intruded, covered, and/or cooked the
ancient, 400 million-year-old deep ocean sediments that formed the landscape at that time. This clash of
elements provides an intriguing puzzle for students of geology.
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Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous
Inventory on Record

FORM 1

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or
part of this arca?

No (Go to Form 2)Yes v (If yes, and if more than onc arca is within
the arca, list the unique identifiers for those arcas.):

a) Inventory Source: (Q fb A/\[wTO\\LQ/V%%% (,kj? (iu ALss :/jwm\(ﬂj
b) Inventory Arca Unique Identifier(s): &/ l/” o0 - (8% étl’(?( i ng P

¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s): Vumm,i‘;wﬁp ) /100,000
d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): 570 _ [ w gp@(v el 0Fia

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one
BLM inventory area is associated with the area, list each area and answer each question
individually for each inventory area):

Inventory Source: (450 MV Toliunst uo- M(JL (2SS /o uuv\ré-u7

Area Sufficient | Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Unique Size? Yes/No Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Identifier | Yes/No Yes/No Unconfined | Yes/No
(acres) Recreation?
p Yes/No
W -o0~fm] o No | Mo fes
BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126

Date: 03/15/2012
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FORM 2 (aebli. Pusls
Current Conditions: Presence or Absenee of Wilderness Characteristics

Arca Unique Identifier M/~ 060 - (32 Acreage é"}, $63

(If the inventory arca consists of subunits, list the acreage of cach and evaluate cach separately).

In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as nccessary.

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion,
check “Yes™ and describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes v No

Note: I“No™ is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the
remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wilderness inventory roads, property lines,

clc.): ﬂzum- EAs _/{MLLM({CC[ (n %—g\ﬁ’hgﬂg 174—,, /"l’Wv{ iy

o by, tmaetaned c%:&/, rvads on %L,
gm,hé '{M.L}Z#‘

_..Qd(LA?{ Z
f 2

(2) Does the area appear o be natural?

Yes _ L~ No N/A
Note: If *“No™ is checked the arca does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the
remaining questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major

human uses/activities): e

(.»JL faa e yirea

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area il a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities (or

solitude?
Yes No '/ N/A

Mdidsnad S foruections | Gatd nolos  maps
avd  photes o ne pagud Kles ad
ctigi}fﬂ reody (aled B THee pef Aol
b i

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
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Description (describe the arca’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):

ﬁiwvml Aoufes M(ﬁ"?/’ \'vu\dL s f duv\{a,;umf

Lo a0 baist .

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yos No VY N/A
Note: If “No™ is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics;
check “NA” for question §.

Description (describe the dled s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconf ned

recrcation): [u,&

,aw . - ; a ; " ‘ v RS ; t(tt:_()

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic or historical value)?

Yes No N/A v’

Description:

Aaoa s Madlee suided o ERMA
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Summary of Analysis’

Area Unique ldentifier: I\ﬂ/— 060 - (32 é c\éhk Q“ 0£ s

Summary

Results of analysis:

(Note: explain the inventory findings for the entirety of the inventory unit. When wilderness
characteristics have been identificd in an arca that is smaller than the size of the total inventory
unit, explain why certain portions of the inventory unit are not included within the lands with
wilderness characteristics (e.g. the inventory found that certain parts lacked naturalness).

1. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? __'(Yes ___No

2. Does the arca appcar to be natural? _{ch ~__No __ N/A

3. Docs the arca offer outstanding opportunitics [or solitude or a primitive and unconfined type
of recreation? __Yes +» No ___N/A

4. Does the area have supplemental values? _Yes ___No A N/A

Check one:

___The arca, or a portion of the arca, has wilderncss characteristics and is identificd as lands
with wildemess charactcristics.

v The arca docs not have wilderness characteristics.

Prepared by (team members):

5 A"&c(,& $. 0~ oep
& - AV‘([[ of OREL
0 ZTCQZ\_Q - Aol
T Aliiso - &8/ 3!2&[20 (5
(Name, Title, Date)

Reviewed by (Distjil or Field Manager):

* This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It does not
represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under either
43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
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FORM 1

part of this arca?

No

the area, list the unique identifiers for those arcas.):

Appendix B, Page 2

é,7r0um"é J?%Lj}'

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous
Inventory on Record

Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or

(Go to Form 2)Yes v (If yes, and if more than onc area is within

a) Inventory Source: (3F2 }J‘/ Lol ue (/W&(clam—if :Z/u\w&.,“)lﬁ\fj

b) Inventory Arca Unique Identifier(s): MU olo-16b

¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s):

h it Qui

s

[ if00, 000

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): 5MPO 7 pue ;aﬁ‘, r o,

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one

BLM inventory area is associated with the area, list each area and answer each question

individually for each inventory area):

Inventory Source: (356 NV Zaltans

Area Sufficient | Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Unique Size? Yes/No Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Identifier | Yes/No Yes/No Unconfined | Yes/No
(acres) Recreation?
Yes/No
M. obo- Vi Y Y Y
Il | 140

( &élétcﬂ—u

/

v VSA

e nedldo

)
%

Ve

2 deamsed oukstondiv

BLM MANUAL
Supersedes Rel. 6-126
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Rel. No. 6-129

Date: 03/15/2012
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FORM 2 Ot Q&MS/Q,
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

Arca Unique Identificr MV-060 —(é( Acrcage “// ‘( 6

(If the inventory arca consists of subunits, list the acreage of cach and evaluate cach scparately).

In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as nccessary.

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion,
check “Yes™ and describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes / No
Note: I “No™ is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the
remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wilderness inventory roads, property, lines,

clc.): OJLW CWC\C(J/L\&Q U.AM'/'/Q:o C o> \ﬁ/«&bw Usl—=S
C(‘QS(%a,ﬂéo/ JAJ/u(lrﬂﬁAmj_(? . ﬁmzﬁwf{, r ot

<o C‘M(A\Fél Asad . 5504,‘”%;/ 74)«\& w¥l NS
Tovot Secd ive  Abuddos F—ﬁ ot Hon c&mimt}&c/

Wil don k0 S5

(2) Does the area appear tg.be natural?
Yes ‘)/b No, N/A

Note: If“No™ is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the
remaining questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major

, .
human uses/activities):. _(OA_04 (9.5 A ‘.' uwlgal [ [ap
by ’ e L N\ '
(/U A S Noust ! : LA AND " =z TR J bl Y ==
/
"‘OleA L X WL O DAL o LA pd

Bomed . Eomt.mq% ne W -u\l o/ r/uwué L
M{-Q, g,/&\,a_,.é r—k,% 7"Q0m~ ‘@Jw I1CCT:£-

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
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(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area il a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sulficient size) have outstanding opportunities for

solitude?
Yes Ng b N/A

/A/JJ,L%V&LV 37\74%&74\&/\'»{ M«/g ép/\mézg AnZ_
(W M’Q‘){— ’;/L ol cicf/p\éa_/g/‘lamlg /R‘LSLLC/

oA 75—.40;9@& Foodd ot

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
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Description (duu ibe the arca’s outstanding opportunitics, for sollui?

UL waddesos s Et. Lonie . Ko d?ﬁlﬂﬂ\)[“/vu/é,
A s A deo '

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recrcation?

Yes No L N/A

Note: If “No™ is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics;
check “NA™ for question 5.

Description (describe the area’s outslandm;, opportunities for primitive and unconfined
recreation): NO iﬂﬂ_,bg a_é A erqec (94/_ OVQR ﬂl\d.s

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic or historical value)?

Yes No wa

Description:

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Summary of Analysis’
Area Unique Identifier: MU -060 ~ 116 6/7‘*0\”0(1 'QW;;L

Summary

Results of analysis:

(Note: explain the inventory f{indings for the entirety of the inventory unit. When wilderncss
characteristics have been identified in an arca that is smaller than the size of the total inventory
unit, explain why certain portions of the inventory unit arce not included within the lands with
wilderness characteristics (e.g. the inventory found that certain parts lacked naturalness).

<
1. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? _‘/Y es ___No CM—AT Lo g \A
UsFs wilderiess
2. Does the arca appcar to be natural? _/ Ycs ___No ___ NA
3. Docs the area offer outstanding opportunitics for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type
of recreation? _ Yes _'{ No ___N/A
4. Does the area have supplemental values? __Yes _‘/No ____N/A

Check one:

The area, or a portion of the arca, has wildemess characteristics and is identified as lands
with wilderness characteristics.

I/T he arca docs not have wilderness characteristics.

Prepared by (team members):

O Anltyye 027

£ Acky oRF

7. "4“\((&-4,&#— L ;

T Cosnie Al e

(Name, Title, Date)

Wt or Field Manager):
L/dé’/»" e ~

* This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. 1t does not
represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under either
43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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et s

FORM 1

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous

Inventory on Record

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or
part of this arca?

No (Go to Form 2)Yes v (If yes, and if more than one area is within
the area, list the unique identifiers for those areas.):

a) Inventory Source: (980 MV Tiforesiue (i (do two sc IA\/J&CANJ

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): N /“ 0kl -4 2 S(M{f‘cl Ku“ées

¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s): [ {. Te@sm (-loo,c00

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): o tHe e r/ T m%a F.0,

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one
BLM inventory area is associated with the area, list each area and answer each question
individually for each inventory area):

Inventory Source: _(§565 M v —_J:uﬁ , Wi (iqf—u Ss LAV

Area Sufficient | Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Unique Size? Yes/No Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Identifier | Yes/No Yes/No Unconfined | Yes/No
(acres) Recreation?
Yes/No
MV-o0lo- f2l 23 900 :/es Me No Vo
—t
BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126

Date: 03/15/2012
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FORM 2 Hert Halls

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

Area Unique Identifier N -obo— (12 Acreage_2©, s{s /{7& fa 0w F_/\/k(/hapof&.o)
(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately).

In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion,
check “Yes” and describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes ¥ No
Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the
remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wilderness inventory roads, property lines,
etc.): f‘llue Gata. oo maom;cf b, Paw i %m/h
 dhda o :
BLM \b\m,o[mq c fold elonlrng (4Uﬁ‘€\QMIZ¢M
%\«4&/@- Mﬁ‘//hrl@jx 40—3\&'\,14 ‘Ax aMaCL e ne J»Zﬂr\w\ ‘\V\G‘Lc(/
ﬂiu% é&w\«z{a«q d«w {QQ’V rmuqém
bww\_‘j S atrman bm»c(&«c' Ao0uwt MM?L@* %C{Z‘A"““L
(2) Does the area appear to be natural? Ne heo, £ boame g s a Fravielalole. roale .
Yes _ i— No N/A

Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the
remaining questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major
human uses/activities): . JBuA («ﬁ.a @, }&u«, WCAM 4/ PAOY o<y o/ Arp
- = o 0 ’ J g i
S "hc:oL V\CAML@ ar A 1.4 At by Ga4z tug
. - 7 1 Y
‘4.4 ’ ’ .“ " 1. ( % ‘e ) A A *
4 i g £X éF'L / e A Svdra o Qe (3~

Saas ¥ nm‘ﬁtﬁa« O/‘&Ac\//ﬂ g4 >S‘ /’ICAJ'AQQ

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
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(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
solitude?

Yes e No N/A

N ot E

—
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Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):

QQM’\OLLM@Q S'{AL‘g- /%{-o-o afmma/CL:c. CMM:{

g : o TL YAV
olone hora . Mowag Honl /9NA?1M Y
MRy weat adde 4 Z&L@,f 60/ dolifudy,.

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes L— No N/A
Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics;
check “NA” for question 5.

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined

recreation): &{A.% ‘ILIL»\ ((AMC' d*,:/_\aﬂ\lz“"-/vw‘vlt(ﬁ { /(\vu_.;é =

-

™ A [ =1
U\/\M_faL ?’2&/&? X ol

%Mé?‘«e, U&aﬂeé,)

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic or historical value)?

Yes _ v No_ N/A

Description: @L‘Pp@(/t & {1Luc{cr Scu?/vu/’ <SAmun cﬂ»uur&ﬂgl,o
JZD MJ\JC& G.AAC\[ LA

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
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Summary of Analysis
Area Unique Identifier: /d‘/ 6Lo — (qL I"} {’Ckf‘!' 41‘ [/5

Summary

Results of analysis:

(Note: explain the inventory findings for the entirety of the inventory unit. When wilderness
characteristics have been identified in an area that is smaller than the size of the total inventory
unit, explain why certain portions of the inventory unit are not included within the lands with
wilderness characteristics (e.g. the inventory found that certain parts lacked naturalness).

1. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? z Yes ___No

2. Does the area appear to be natural? _l/_ Yes __No __NA

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type
of recreation? ~~Yes ___No ___N/A

4. Does the area have supplemental values? _1{ Yes ___No ___NA
Check one:

.~ The area, or a portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is identified as lands
with wilderness characteristics.

The area does not have wilderness characteristics.

Prepared by (team members):

gl /‘é\n_((l/{_/;,@\_‘ CS@P i L
7 Anliao 6BT 3/19 /20 (3

(Name, Title, Date)

Reviewed by Qistrict or Field Manager):
~ i

* This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It does not
represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under either
43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

CITIZEN NAME: Heart Hills
BLM UNIT NAME: Slanted Buttes BLM UNIT NUMBER: NV-060-192

Narrative documentation of how the Citizen-Submitted information substantially differs from the
information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness characteristics (as per BLM Manual 6310;
.06; B; 1; b; ii.)

CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORIED:

1. Size: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory documented a total of 23,900 acres. The FNW Inventory
describes this area as 30,548 acres. The configurations of both the BLM and the FNW units fairly
closely coincide except for southeastern and northeastern boundaries. The route the 1980 BLM uses
for the southeastern boundary, is no longer used, has fallen into disuse, and has experienced extensive
vegetation in the 4 decades since the inventory was conducted. Currently this “route” is substantially
unnoticeable and impassible for most vehicles. The 2012 FNW inventory includes this “route” within
Unit 192 and describes the wilderness characteristics of this unit as extending all the way to the
maintained county road on the southeast side of the unit. The route the BLM 1980 inventory uses to
define the northeast boundary was found by the FNW inventory to have never been a constructed
“route” and was nothing more than a set of repeat-use tire tracks. Current use on the “route” is
discontinuous and the central portion is overgrown with vegetation and trees. The 2012 FNW
inventory includes this “route” within Unit 192 and describes the wilderness characteristics of this unit
as extending all the way to the maintained county roads along the east and north sides of the unit.
These two differences explain the discrepancy between the BLM and FNW acreage descriptions.

2. Naturalness: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory found that, “23,450 acres were found to be in a
natural condition. 70 acres were deleted due to a lack of naturalness. This area included a substantially

noticeable way and a pipeline.”

Working from contemporary LWC guidelines, the FNW inventory found that all 30,548 acres of the Unit
192 “appear to [be] affected primarily by the forces of nature.” Our inventory field crew recommended
including several old mining exploration scars within the unit and allowing nature to reclaim these
human impacts as well as the “routes” describe above (see the Route Analysis Forms provide with the
FNW Inventory of this unit for more information).

3. Outstanding Opportunities for:

A. Solitude: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory stated that, “[t]he roadless and natural portion of the
area does not possess an outstanding opportunity for solitude. Topographic and vegetative
characteristics within this unit do not provide enough natural screening so that users could effectively
screen themselves from the sights and sounds of man.”

The FNW Inventory found outstanding opportunities for solitude in the rugged and steep Needles
section in the core of Unit 192, on top of Black Butte, in the gently rolling Heart Hills, in the
multicolored canyons weaving through the Slanted Buttes, in the volcanic slick-rock and pockets of the
southwestern corner, and in the extensive pinyon-juniper forests in the northern section. BLM
guidelines for evaluating LWC have changed since 1980. Under the BLM Manual 6310 policies,

Hh-1



Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

“[o]utstanding opportunities for solitude can be found in areas lacking vegetation or topographic
screening.” The 2012 FNW inventory found outstanding opportunities for solitude upon the extensive
alluvial fan systems on south sides of Unit 192. Also, under contemporary BLM Manual 6310
guidelines, an LWC unit not need “have outstanding opportunities on every acre” to meet the criteria
for outstanding wilderness characteristics opportunities. (See the FNW inventory Form 2 submitted for
this unit for more details on outstanding opportunities for solitude within this unit.)

B. Primitive and Unconfined Type of Recreation: The BLM 1980 inventory listed several high quality
opportunities for recreation then stated: “[t]he area does not offer an outstanding opportunity for a
primitive and unconfined type of recreation.”

BLM guidelines for evaluating LWC have changed in the last 40 years. The 2012 FNW inventory found
that Unit 192 offers both outstanding opportunities in several primitive and unconfined types of
recreation and a diversity of recreational opportunities, from the risk and challenge of exploring the
Needles and climbing to the top of Black Butte to easy wandering in the multicolored hills and canyons
surrounding the Slanted Buttes (see the FNW inventory Form 2 submitted for this unit for more
details).

4. Supplemental Values: The BLM 1980 inventory stated, “Injo ecological, geological, or other features
of scientific, educational, scenic, or historical value were noted.”

The FNW 2012 Inventory found outstanding for scientific, educational, scenic, and pre-historical values
within Unit 192 (see the FNW inventory Form 2 submitted for this unit for more details).

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS: The 1980 BLM Inventory stated: “BLM received ten specific
comments on this unit, with most mentioning the area's naturalness and outstanding solitude and
recreation. Several noted supplemental values. A few listed roads, intrusions and other resource
values. Also received were 2,327 general comments stating the unit meets the wilderness criteria, and
one stating it lacks the criteria.”

RATIONALE FOR DECISION: The 1980 BLM Inventory stated: “[eJven though comments were received
both supporting and opposing WSA designation, the evidence available to the Bureau indicates the
area does not possess the necessary criteria for WSA designation.”

Although this may have been an accurate assessment at the time, the 2012 FNW Inventory
demonstrates that the wilderness characteristics of this area have substantially changed over the
intervening four decades. The wilderness characteristics generated from the FNW 2012 Inventory for
Unit 192 substantially differ from the information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness
characteristics. Under current BLM Manual 6310 guidelines, FNW recommends that Unit 192, Heart
Hills, should be re-considered for LWC status.

Hh-2



WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORY
INVENTORY AREA EVALUATION (FORM 2)

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics
Area Unique Identifier: Heart Hills Acreage: 30,545

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately).
In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and
describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes No Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the
remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc):
The area is bounded by county roads on the west, southeast, and north sides. The northeast boundary is
defined by a lesser-developed road that follows the foot of the mountains.

(2) Does the area appear to be natural?
YES

Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the remaining
questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human
uses/activities): The Heart Hills area is comprised of four very unique natural systems. The south side
includes extensive alluvial fan systems that provide outstanding habitat for the pronghorn antelope that
frequent the region. The upper reaches of the alluvial fan system on the west side of the area includes
rolling and convoluted, ash-fall hillocks that create many micro environments determined by how
precipitation on the area is concentrated and directed by the bare rock formations. Rhyolite formations
and buttes abound through out the Heart Hills area and create varied topography from the soft, rounded
structures of the Heart Hills in the southern part of the area to the cliff-lined summits of the Slanted
Buttes and the Moore Station Buttes. Native grass habitat thrives on the lower rolling hills and the
craggy cliff faces provide outstanding nesting habitat for raptors (see species list). The highest elevations
of the Heart Hills area encompass the Needles and elevations up to 7400 feet. These volcanic Needles rise
dramatically above sheltered canyon showing signs of prehistoric human use. To the west of the Needles,
Basalt Butte forms a unique, black-capped mesa rimmed with a wall of sheer basalt boulders.
Occasionally these boulders break free of the rim and tumble far down the butte to roll out on to the
alluvial fan on the east side of the area. Dense pinion-juniper forests characterize the northern part of
the Heart Hills area. Current human use is limited to recreational use. Evidence of this use is negligible
on the landscape. Overall, the Heart Hills area retains its natural integrity and presents the appearance
of a landscape dominated by the forces of nature.

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?
YES



Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude): The entire Heart Hills area provide
outstanding opportunities for solitude, from the extensive alluvial fans on the south end to the dense
pinion-juniper forest of the northern section. The alluvial fans provide visitor the opportunity to vanish
into the simple immensity of this remote part of Nevada. The volcanic ash-falls and tuff formations
provide a maze of topographical relief wherein visitors can find miles of nooks and crannies to lose
themselves in. The high, rhyolitic volcanic formations of the Slanted Buttes, the Needles, and Moore’s
Station Buttes provide areas where intrepid visitors can challenge themselves to climb high above the
more accessible areas of the surrounding rolling country and experience the solitude of eagles. The
summit of Basalt Butte provides an outstanding opportunity for exploring a secluded valley, perched
high above the surrounding desert. The extensive pinion/juniper forest of the northern end of this unit
provide dense vegetative screen of sufficient size to hide an army of visitors. Throughout the Heart Hills,
distant vistas create a sense of being immersed in an immense core of wildness.

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation?
YES

Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for
question 5.

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation): The Heart
Hills area provides a wide diversity of outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation,
from the casual visitor who only wants to stroll through gently rolling, natural terrain, to determined
hikers and climbers intent on making it to the top of the highest points in the region. Photography,
painting, and sketching opportunities abound throughout the area. A shifting pallet of light, shadows,
and colors playing across the enigmatic, rhyolitic volcanic rocks and structures inspire many possibilities
for artistic expression. Petroglyphs, pictographs, and stone housing circles provide outstanding
opportunities for amateur archaeologists to contemplate how indigenous peoples lived in the Heart Hills
area. Camping, backpacking, and hunting provide visitors outstanding opportunities to interact with the
region. Essentially all of the Heart Hills is accessible for primitive and unconfined recreation, limited
only by the skills and determination of the visitor. Except for the highest rugged peaks and the steep cliff
faces, all of the Heart Hills unit offer outstanding opportunities for exploration by horseback riding.

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, educational,
scenic or historical value)?
YES

Description:

The Heart Hills unit includes a wide diversity of ecological habitats. The dryer southern alluvial fans and
low rolling volcanic formations contrast sharply with wetter uplands, which support extensive
pinion/juniper forests. This complex of diverse environments provides a critical case-study of the
interaction between diverse habitats as the climate patterns shift. Retaining the natural integrity of this
unit will assure that these natural interactions can continue to be monitored into an uncertain future.
This unit provides an outstanding classroom for studying such diverse subjects as geology,
geomorphology, ecology, botany, and zoology. The area included within the Heart Hills unit is rich in
archaeological resources and provides valuable materials for the study of indigenous peoples in Nevada.



Evaluation:

Remains Open
Unconstructed two-track
Unreclaimed mining activity
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A N2

Documecutation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous
Inventory on Record

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or
part of this area?

No (Go to Form 2)Yes -/ (If yes, and if more than one area is within
the arca, list the unique identifiers for those areas.):

a) Inventory Source: /fjﬂ MV Zateasive b foltrnes s Zn./.-.rér/._,

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): #Y-¢s0 — 22/ 7 l/(oat. Aot fa. 1.)

¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ﬁfwfpé L Z .G 000

d) BLM District(s)/Ficld Office(s): £ Ade. o for /23/4,&%/7;,.7« b Ll ait.

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one
BLM inventory area is associated with the area, list each area and answer each question
individually for each inventory area):

Inventory Source: /Z§7 AV Zfons ve Wi fdrness Zoroe, ﬁ/7

Area Sufficient | Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Unique Size? Yes/No Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Identifier No Yes/No Unconfined | Yes/No
acres) Recreation?
Yes/No
450-0317 |36237 | Yes NO ~Y Ve
4§ 4
BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126

Date: 03/15/2012
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FORM 2 Lewan Mouncfou

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

Area Unique Identifier vV/-o50-3 {7 Acreage 21,45 [
(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately).

In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the arca of sufficient size? (I the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion,
check “Yes” and describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes No
Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the

remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wilderness inventory roads, property lines,

etc.): " Nea. A, !¢_4., ct D oo bliahs <
ANt OAAAMNM O () 2o s’ M m I.A = AR L‘ 4 <

¢
‘Y
e do move wontorn Jaudooly fo tvolide
r / - Ve x
\/\'hr AA . _.‘_4‘ = 1VQ L’ Qﬂd— O‘QM‘-JOA f‘@

‘.“' L.l 'm AA ' l.__/.‘_A_,cA C{/L(LL ’

(2) Does the area appeal;t}be natural?
Yes No N/A

Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the

remaining questions below.

Description (include land ownershlp, location, topography, vegetanon and summary of major

human uses/activities):

R m,u/_m[@pn m/ﬁ/lm 24 a_. BLoaq c&a}([ﬁJ
. ) Y

J,%ZV‘G?CL (an A .

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to

unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
solitude?

e

Yes No N/A

Mo TE

¥ A’JCLJ‘Z'\,M . MMA‘\:('\\»O/L\_,/ 7(4,1(4/ ?\[Z{QS/
meps, ate , G [realed /7/\?‘%4*/

¥ Fend, Mavads Wldomese - cifuen
phofo—e,be.( watia. . Enwl Ales &xs
[QMLVTM.»Y)J et d %f\c,L §//\k
digtad les  on DFS.

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012



Appendix B, Page 4

escr tlon (describe the area’s outstanding opporlumtles for solitude):
Mﬁ-+4% I“Z:)-q { (‘J/M,L Jémdé e
7
Wery  AQanolo J/\MQ( Lo cnt St Keady ala

Cv cw\zﬂ c& wm:(. wa %LJ' 5&‘@ izm%%

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

e
Yes No N/A

Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics;
check “NA” for question 5.

Description (describe the area’s tsta ding opportyhities for primitive and unconfined
recreation): M«ﬁu\ &/\.M. & (/ M/ r‘m{ Mift?‘

{\ = . 03 kL__ s A’AL,AA NACeG a il
0 () o (M /, > .

OLCE ST A A A I"\* [ nAnq GA

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic or historical value)?

Yes l/ No N/A

Description: ufﬁr-wc D g CLug Clé l 19 (B#ﬁ)
W(uﬂ[eu e euwtdel ety faots &J%L

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Summary of Analysis’

Areca Unique Identifier: v -050 - 3(7 ZW W\[o"“‘*/

Summary

Results of analysis:

(Note: explain the inventory findings for the entirety of the inventory unit. When wilderness
characteristics have been identified in an area that is smaller than the size of the total inventory
unit, explain why certain portions of the inventory unit are not included within the lands with
wilderness characteristics (e.g. the inventory found that certain parts lacked naturalness).

[. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? _‘_/ Yes ___No

2. Does the area appear to be natural? “Yes __No __NA

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type
of recreation? ~Yes ___No __N/A

4. Does the area have supplemental values? _‘{Yes ___No ___N/A
Check one:

~"The area, or a portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is identified as lands
with wilderness characteristics.

The area does not have wilderness characteristics.

Prepared by (tcam members):

[ VR Y T ovdteot, &OF
A skl Midns. W. Prisk EPs
< Aty O RP M. Farf llb T
T . Kenduoe el Lf,/Ll,}zo (3

(Name, Title, Date)

Reviewed by (District or Field Manager):

o = ——

o

" This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It does not
represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under either
43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Name: 7?\m Cjwow:/ Title: Lfe/z\zaq /7\4 /f,/ //(54 b
Date: Z/S%S .

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

CITIZEN NAME: Lone Mountain
BLM UNIT NAME: Lone Mountain BLM UNIT NUMBER: NV-050-0317

Narrative documentation of how the Citizen-Submitted information substantially differs from the
information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness characteristics (as per BLM Manual 6310;
.06; B; 1; b; ii.)

CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORIED:

1. Size: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory documented a total of 38,239 acres divided into six
portions. Of these six units, the FNW information addresses only the unit defined in the BLM Inventory
as NV-050-0317. The BLM defines this unit as having 23,703 acres; the FNW Inventory describes this
area as 27,415 acres. The configurations of both the BLM and the FNW two units fairly closely
coincide, except on the southwest side of the unit. The 1980 BLM southwest boundary coincides with
a route that the 2012 FNW inventory found washed-out and discontinuous. The FNW Inventory
recommends wilderness characteristics of this unit continue to the improved and maintained road
indicated on the map.

2. Naturalness: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory found that, based on the presence of “many
intrusions around and just outside the unit boundaries, including roads, ways, shafts, pits, scraped
areas, and tailings,” 9,553 acres of 0317 were “unnatural.”

The intervening four decades since this inventory have allowed the natural process to substantially
reclaim these intrusions. The 2012 FNW inventory found that these human impacts were now
substantially unnoticeable and that all 27,415 acres of the unit appeared natural. Guidelines for
evaluating LWC have also changed. Under the BLM Manual 6310 policies, any unnatural impacts “just
outside the unit boundaries,” can no longer be “considered in assessing naturalness of an area.”

3. Outstanding Opportunities for:
A. Solitude: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory claimed that, “/sJome areas of seclusion were
available in 0317, but the opportunity for solitude was not found to be outstanding.”

The 2012 FNW inventory found the rugged and forested terrain in the core of Unit 0317 offers
outstanding opportunities for solitude. The 1980 BLM inventory claimed that rolling hills and broad
plains below the central mountain were vegetated with “primarily low desert shrubs” and this type of
terrain was “inadequate to offer secluded spots.” Guidelines for evaluating LWC have changed. Under
the 6310 policies, “[o]utstanding opportunities for solitude can be found in areas lacking vegetation or
topographic screening.” The 2012 FNW inventory found outstanding opportunities for solitude in
many places on the extensive alluvial fan systems and rolling hills surrounding the central mountain of
Unit 0317. Also, under contemporary BLM Manual 6310 guidelines, an LWC unit not need “have
outstanding opportunities on every acre” to meet the criteria for outstanding opportunities. (See Form
2 in the FNW Invenorty documents for details on outstanding opportunities for solitude in this Unit.)

B. Primitive and Unconfined Type of Recreation: The BLM 1980 inventory stated: “In
0317, the opportunity for primitive recreation was not found to be outstanding because of the lack of

Lm-1



Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

recreational challenge, lack of specific attractions to seek out, and lack of vegetative diversity.”

The 2012 FNW inventory found: Unit 0317 offers outstanding opportunities for challenge in navigating
and climbing the rugged central peaks; the imposing scale of these towering peaks offers an
outstanding specific attraction and outstanding opportunities for technical rock climbing and
bouldering; and that Unit 0317 offers one of the most vegetative diverse areas in the region. (See the
section 4 of the Form 2 in the FNW Inventory documents for more complete descriptions recreation.)
Guidelines for evaluating LWC have changed in the last four decades. Under the BLM Manual 6310
policies, outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation are not impingent upon
vegetative diversity. The 2012 FNW inventory found that Unit 0317 offers both outstanding
opportunities in several primitive and unconfined types of recreation and a diversity of recreational
opportunities (See Form 2 in the FNW Inventory documents for details).

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS: From the 1980 Inventory: “BLM received five specific comments
on this unit. All five discussed roads, intrusions, lack of outstanding opportunities, or other resource
values. Also received were 2,288 general comments stating the unit meets the wilderness criteria.
Thirteen, additional comments were received during the initial inventory that could not be checked
earlier due to accelerated inventory priorities.”

RATIONALE FOR DECISION: The 1980 BLM Inventory stated: “Even though comments were received
citing the presence and absence of wilderness characteristics, the evidence available to the Bureau
indicates the area does not possess the necessary criteria for WSA designation.”

Although this may have been an accurate assessment at the time, the 2012 FNW Inventory
demonstrates that the wilderness characteristics of this area have substantially changed over the
intervening four decades. The wilderness characteristics generated from the FNW 2012 Inventory for
Unit 0317 and submitted to the BLM substantially differ from the information in the BLM inventory of
the area’s wilderness characteristics. Under current BLM Manual 6310 guidelines, FNW recommends
that this unit, Lone Mountain, should be re-considered for LWC status.

Lm-2
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WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS INVE: {ORY
INVENTORY AREA EVALUATION (FORM 2)

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics
Arca Unique Identifier: Lone Mountain Acreage:

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of cach and evaluate each separately).
In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the arca of sufficient size? (1f the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes™ and
describe the exception in the space provided below),
YES

Description (describe the boundaries of the arca--wilderness inventory roads, property lines, ctc
The Lone Mountain area is bounded by improved county roads on all 4 sides (see maps).

(2) Does the arca appcar 1o be natural?
YES

Note: If “No™ is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the remaining
questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human
uses/activities: Currently the human use in the Lone Mountain area consists of recreation including camping,
hiking, rock climbing, sight seeing, mountain climbing, rock hounding, photography, and hunting.
Historically the human use of the area included mineral exploration. Most of the routes evaluated for this
area originated from this mining activity, but many of these routes have fallen into disuse. The irresistible
forces of nature have worked slowly and relentlessly to reclaim the abandoned exploration activity. In most
places these activities have been eroded and re-populated with native vegetation making their impacts
substantially negligible.

The Lone Mountain area presents a wide diversity of natural terrain and habitats. Natural processes as old
as the earth continue to carve and sculpt this mountain into a spectacular complex of rugged and steep
canyons covered with a relatively high density of trees compared to surrounding areas. Pinion and Juniper
forests cloak the upper elevations while alkali-tolerant plant communities comprise the foot of this area
immediately adjacent to the salt flats. The range of rainfall in the Lone Mountain can vary wildly from an
average of only about 5 inches per year at the base of the mountain to thunderstorms and flash floods
triggered by the towering heights of this prominent mountain. These downpours can unleashing half this
much water in a single event. Likewise, the precipitous height of Lone Mountain assures that the
temperatures can change as much as 20 degrees from sweltering summer temperatures over 100 degrees at
the base, dropping to a comfortable 80 degrees at the summit on the same day. The long alluvial fans
issuing from the canyons of Lone Mountain resulted from eons of rain and flash floods relentless wearing
away this majestic mountain. The alluvial fans create a systems of ramps covered with constantly changing
desert vegetating and habitat slowly yielding to the upland sagebrush community at the foot of the
spectacularly carved-granite walls and summits that comprise the Lone Mountain itseilf. The geologic
history of Lone Mountain spans at least 500 million years when continental-derived sediments deposited as
layers beneath the sea. Then 70 million years ago as upheavals far beneath the earth forced this area above
the sea, quartz-monzonite pluton intruded into these sediments. With more faulting and fracturing from
pressures deep in the earth 20 million years ago, dikes and sills shot through the fractures creating stripes of
different rock within the pluton and surrounding sediments. The 20 milion years of stretching and block



faulting that formed the Basin ana ﬂ’ange brought Lone Mountain high ak. JL the surrounding terrain, now
buried deep beneath the Quaternary sediments of the surrounding valleys. It Is the nature of the hard and
resistant granitic rock of Lone Mountain that has allowed it to remain defiant and craggy while less-durable
rock have long ago eroded into the valley fill. All components of this remarkable story of natural history are
plainly written upon Lone Mountain for even the most casual visitor to marvel at. One cannot look upon
Lone Mountain today without seeing the relentless battle between the earth and the elements revealed on
the landscape.

Lone Mountain is truly a mountain Island in the inhospitable alkali desert of central Nevada. And like an
island, Lone Mountain has become a sanctuary for many species from the snakes, lizards, and scorpions
haunting the lower reaches of the alluvial fans, to the rabbits, mice, squirrels, horned toads, and coyoties of
the mid and upper fans, to the mule deer, bobcat, mountain lion, and desert bighorn sheep that prowl the
magnificent heights of the area. Ridges throughout the area show the distinctive signatures of bighorn
sheep bedding sites. Above all, magnificent raptors soar along the highest ridges while ravens tumble and
play in the unpredictable gusts above the summits. Springs provide life-giving water in the deep recesses of
the larger canyons and support riparian vegetation and amphibians. High on the southern edge of the area
are isolated natural gardens of Mohave type cacti and Joshua trees. These might be northern-most reaches
of this vegetation habitat in Nevada. Elevations vary from 4500 feet adjacent to the dry lakes and sand
dunes of the Big Smokey Valley up to 9100 feet atop Lone Mountain summit providing a remarkable range
of habitats for plants and wildlife. (See attached species list.) Standing as a solitary sentinel between the
southern and northern deserts, and between the lowlands and the higher elevations, the Lone Mountain
area supports one of the most diverse systems of natural integrity to be found anywhere.

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?
YES

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):

The pure scale of this mountain swallows-up the visitor and makes one feel a sense of protection in the
desert. Aside from the natural beauty and natural habitats the many aspects of the Lone Mountain area
provide, these traits also offer a critical component for solitude. The abrupt nature Lone Mountain, fueled
by active faults provides an area of eroding ridges. Down-cutting in the alluvial fans creates system of
deeper channels within channels. These two systems combine to form a complex landscape flush with
outstanding opportunities for topographic relief and screening. Starting from the foot of the alluvial fan
were the channels flatten-out and braid into the sands and clays of the Big Smokey Valley and following a
dry wash up to the vertical walls of Lone Mountain is a journey into solitude. After ten minutes of walking,
the scale of this landscape becomes undeniable. The car you left by the side of the road has diminished into
insignificance, swallowed by the emptiness of the desert. Slowly you realize that from the perspective of
the road, you too have vanished. At every twist and turn of the alluvial channel you enter a new crevice or
canyon. With an epiphany, you comprehend that, you have slipped into the heart of a truly monumental
mountain and you have effectively vanished into a natural world. This is the purest quality of solitude.

The canyons and hills of the Lone Mountain area provide abundant possibilities for visitors to lose
themselves within this monumental terrain. The dense pinion/juniper forests offer luxuriant vegetation
screen. The highest peaks of the area offer opportunities for the strongest and most diligent hikers to
explore a landscape that is far beyond the reach of more casual visitors. Atop the summit one is rewarded
with incredible 360 degree views of the lower valleys, dry lakes and surrounding ranges of the Nevada
desert. On the far western horizon, occasional glimpses of the Sierra Nevada are visible beyond the state



)
line. Atop Lone Mountain, visitors can find a respite and convince thems& &s that the human world is far
away in both distance and time. This is a world they share only with soaring eagles.

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder 1s of suflicient size) have outstanding opportunitics for primitive and unconfined recreation?
YES

Note: I *No™ is checked for both 3 and 4 the arca does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for
question 5.

Description (describe the arca’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):

The Lone Mountain area presents outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation that
are limited only by the imagination. Every corner of the area offers spectacular opportunities for
photography, from intimate portraits of plants, animals, and enigmatic rock formations to sweeping
landscapes encompassing not only the dramatic terrain of the area but sweeping backgrounds of distant
mountains and valleys beyond. In the mornings and evenings, Lone Mountian casts long, intricate shadows
across the foothills, alluvial fans, and for miles across surrounding valleys. The canyon areas provide focal
points for watching wildlife and concentrate the desert rainfall into springs of life-giving water to assure
that game species will be plentiful for hunters. The quartz-monzonite core of Lone Mountain occurs in
numerous solid-rock walls creating outstanding opportunities for rock climbing, bouldering, and slot-canyon
exploration. Isolated domes, pinnacles, and boulders of quartz-monzonite punctuate the alluvial fans
surrounding Lone Mountain and provide artistic and intriguing opportunities for exploration or simply a
very personal retreat to spend an afternoon in reflection. Lone Mountain itself provides a destination for
those visitors who climb and “collect” desert peaks. A summit register atop the peak testifies to the
distance people are willing to travel from to climb this beautiful mountain. Opportunities abound for
hiking, horseback riding, and, for the person willing to carry his own water, backpacking.

For the amateur geologist, the rocks of the Lone Mountain area span more than 400 million years. For
visitors interested in archaeology, prehistoric and historic use of the Lone Mountain area by humans have
left compelling traces and clues to how these people lived. Discovering the remnants of isolated sites
where early pioneers labored to eke-out a living, helps the visitor make a tangible connection with the
challenges the earliest prospectors faced in the region. Rock-hounding combined with geological and
historical sightseeing present additional outstanding recreational opportunities within the Lone Mountain
area.

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, educational,
scenic or historical value)?
YES

Description:

The Lone Mountain area provides an outstanding classroom for studying such diverse subjects as geology,
geomorphology, ecology, botany, zoology, archaeology, and history. The dry lakebeds and sand dunes of
the Big Smokey Valley to the north of the unit speak of a time when expansive pluvial lakes formed in the
Great Basin. The Lone Mountain area shows wide-spread use by prehistoric people and historic mining
activities provides interesting insight into Nevada’s history. Lone Mountain also caries evidence of
Tonopah’s history in the form of fragments of old trails and roads and the stumps of tress felled 100 years



{ ) ;
ago to fuel the silver boom. Atop e summit of Lone Mountain, the hist. ¢ ruins of one of the oldest
structures in the region still stands: the geodetic survey station constructed by A. F. Rodgers in 1887. The
Lone Mountain desert bighorn sheep herd is probably the only indigenous herd remaining in the central
part of Nevada. This herd provides important genetic stock for repopulation other areas in Nevada.
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FORM 1

M ‘“\'/\M dire

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous

Inventory on Record

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or
part of this arca?

No (Go to Form 2)Yes \/ (If yes, and if more than one area is within
the area, list the unique identifiers for those areas.):

a) Inventory Source: /7jﬂ fn/'ans/v& W’A/t/efu.ss ./:-/wen/vr7

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): Vv - eso- 9349 ( Maﬁr‘ud e r')

¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s): Léi/ Célnc e ,éaqjaf /. 10¢ 099

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): [Ss #/¢ /Totn Farn Distric ) 7ns ot £l JFFE~

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one
BLM inventory area is associated with the area, list each area and answer each question
individually for each inventory area):

Inventory Source: /980 wy SLM Trftas.ve N'l/“/ff"'“-f .Z:/wen ﬁ/7

Area Sufficient | Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Unique Size? No Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Identifier | Yes/No Yes/No Unconfirzed | Yes/No

(acres) Recreation?

Yes/No

(2
050-0349 |5 051 172,870 ec | p/p Z Jes
BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126

Date: 03/15/2012




® @
Appendix B, Page 3
FORM 2

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

. . G i“lAO(C —
Area Unique Identifier V-050- 0344 Acreage (7,65 / m i
(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately).

In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the arca of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion,
check “Yes” and describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes \/ No

Note: If “No™ is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the
remaining questions below.

Description (descnbe the boundaries of the area--wilderness inventory roads, property lines,

etc): (ai'd s 04/”/(/ /t;/ S#n fe Roate 260 Fo Ao
Aertt . To/e [M\;IM o He So .t Two Lol
roads bou d /7a/q cude, /Mtn. to e esst oo

ers .

(2) Does the area appear to be natural?
Yes No N/A
Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the
remaining questions below.
Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major
human uses/activities): 4 f""wr, /7q /€ #v_ wun-f & pl0&7 5 /1&;4,,-.,-/
' ,
ﬂl}f mz\u\« Ay br birie: £ Vis,hle tn HL northeas
5/5(( 4 dld/l!/ ﬁ/ﬂc./’ /:f V/kl'élc /‘Mn,j (Z/@M
« S’ﬂnl«u 2k /4 m/'%/ ctf e wa? £ //A—
Lecn 3E Gof foind V-

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for

solitude?
Yes No \/ N/A

¥ Mone m(fm«#m.v o avedolue mét\ﬁu Gle
alavkcnp‘(' od*mm{)alx Fro(i 116 Q.

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Description (describe the area's outstanding opportunities for solitude):
7'/\.— i //¢Sﬂ + o FFer A recs ‘\/Zg/‘d_
g fos o ding S0 fs frole Can  Co  Fouod Tl
Pl o SPoah  Besguer s fr compree shi
pabies o A A 1‘45/1:1‘/* 70 escall Ll OmP)present
Sights and sowds  of velliles T on stede Louta 206.

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes No \/ N/A

Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics;
check “NA™ for question 5.

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined
recreation): ﬂﬂlml /ovn fles 6/ ébm //Lf, b, bl ; épfje,éd cle
ridiy "oxist, but /447 dre “nod  Gufste Aoy
= v d /

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic or historical value)?

Yes No / N/A

Description: /I/ jvﬂ//tm&n/«/ Vééw e re a/J(,-./(a{
bowevesr LRl 1980 sofensiie lnvetory sfetes
bind M wmP fondtsins & Hreilened o

4/!/4/\545.:2{ ﬂan/' //awc[mra //d/“?/hf

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Summary of Analysis*

Area Unique Identifier: _A/V-057 - 0344

Summary

Results of analysis:

(Note: explain the inventory findings for the entirety of the inventory unit. When wilderness
characteristics have been identified in an area that is smaller than the size of the total inventory
unit, explain why certain portions of the inventory unit are not included within the lands with
wilderness characteristics (e.g. the inventory found that certain parts lacked naturalness).

I. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? _‘46:5 ___No

2. Does the area appear to be natural? _\/Y es ___No ___N/A

3. Does the area ofter outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type
of recreation? __Yes No ___N/A

4. Does the area have supplemental values? __ Yes ;/No ___NA
Check one:

The area, or a portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is identified as lands
with wilderness characteristics.

\/I‘ he area does not have wilderness characteristics.

Prepared by (team members):

CHan  Prby H2/2012
J/;)L\n l&.\«gm/

(Name, Title, Date)

Reviewed by (District or Field Manager):

L

" This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It does not
represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedics under either
43 CFR parls 4 or 1610.5-3.

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Name: | (g Cowad Title: /47,71'&41.. Ketd Mg/*/v
- |
Date: a,/ S:/ L3

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORY

APPENDIX D - PHOTO LOG

Photographer(s): _E //mm 4/4(.’/

Inventory Area Unique Identifier _ AV - 05 © -0 i

Date | Frame | Camera Description GPS/UTM | Town- | Range | Sec. | Photo

# | Direction Location | ship Point
4/2/3 o576l N View £rom Swv slde l
o, [ | T :
fis| 23 |~ | S evates s
'1/2/,3 0531 | N Mruo(lf Mt v i
1/4‘5 0582 (34 ° ,:vx}rm:l ‘C:m. <
afgosss |320° | "l S ¢
afs|ossy | 122 /‘1227,’»;432 “ 7
BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126

Date: 03/15/2012
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Photo point 1-View from SW side.




Photo point 2-Boundary view from S/SW side.
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Photopoint 3-From Magruder Mtn. looking towards Death Valley NP and the Sierra Nevada
Mitns.
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Photo point 3-Same location, but looking north towards the summit.




Photo point 4-Magruder Mitn.




Photo point 5-Magruder Mtn. wide view




Photo point 6-Magruder Mtn. from the NE




Photo point 7-Magruder Mtn. looking SE
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FORM 1 Meale Ol Ayl

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous

Inventory on Record

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or
part of this arca?

No (Go to Form 2)Yes ‘/ (If yes, and if more than one area is within
the area, list the unique identifiers for those areas.):

a) Inventory Source: /75@ MV Znfens.ve_ Wilderaess Fave fory

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): 4/¥-asv- 0306 /[al‘/’/ fes /tJ

¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s): ﬁnglﬂé L /. /0000
d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Be#e Hpprtoin DA, 'of/?'dqu v Flotl ofFea

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one
BLM inventory area is associated with the area, list each area and answer each question
individually for each inventory area): i

Inventory Source: (220 My Tondyesive - fderacss Zn yc,.,ﬁ,y

Area Sufficient | Naturalness? | Outstanding | Qutstanding | Supplemental
Unique Size? @Vo Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Identifier | ¥és/No Yes/No Unconfined | Yes/No
(acres) Recreation?
Yes/No
/50-0346 (59,274 | 33,900 accs| MY MY Ves
BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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FORM 2 Made Gy, Ly M L
Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

Area Unique Identifier MV- 056 —Z0 4 Acreage 557 32 ‘-/
(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately).

In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the arca of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion,
check “Yes” and describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes v No
Note: H“No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the
remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wilderness mventory roads, property lines,
4 )
etc.): ALa_ ‘ cC

A /‘%a iting e =, "{y_%aﬂl‘%

Mw Y \A1 /,L.A/"!'

Ju+ Mu:,a JZR/}’F’ —éA/\DL O‘/ Saqgaa,. O tjaAj_[L ’Ybuku‘\f

(2) Does the area appear to be natural?

Yes o« No N/A
Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the
remaining questions below.

Description (include land ownershiAp/,lﬂcation, topography, vegetation, and summary of major

g0 Mpluaijo ArQA

O/ I‘ ,Eﬁu./w r,OtLt/.L;k

devinated by gorfopic fictiuce Mot Benis
M@&?MM&@M

human uses/activities): (A2 ¢

O

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for

solitude?
Yes \/ No N/A

NMOTE ¢

AV /FMA\WJ . 'G-WG_HM/M/JA’/ 74;041
alis, Ja/t\wZu, eitrd o tha prapd
Jitr S e Traapale 1L Gffove

¢ Froads xovada WM = @/C‘AM
M”“’J aea , FMW +4les are on ﬁa

Lo TFo ol digebady glred o OFS -

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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De\s7lpt|on (describe the area’s outstanding gpportunities for solitude):

M oloouis g CUL/ Gw%m M\;O
('S}zﬁ/ﬂ [ m’f/(,&/\ 7tn oty \![Ll CZP

by

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes v~ No N/A
Note: ' “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics;
check “NA” for question 5.

Description (descri be the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined

recreation): Ja 4 o 1<’.4 el [(J\M« e M?"
Q /‘ 4/ - = i, [ AAq & 7~ ¥ L0
\‘ Arvec / O /{

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic or historical value)?

v No NA__

Yes
Description: L‘ld (_/M 4 qﬁé;.ﬂo-q e - ct.j Al Mc{
Scomic ‘/WM/ ( mﬂa@&i‘,

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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3 Summary of Analysis’ Mm Lﬂ ({_La 74 /UVZ L[_/

Vi
Area Unique Identifier: 050 — 30/

Summary

Results of analysis:

(Note: explain the inventory findings for the entirety of the inventory unit. When wilderness
characteristics have been identified in an area that is smaller than the size of the total inventory
unit, explain why certain portions of the inventory unit are not included within the lands with
wilderness characteristics (e.g. the inventory found that certain parts lacked naturalness).

et

I. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? es ___No

2. Does the area appear to be natural? _{Yes __No __NA

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for soll'}t%de or a primitive and unconfined type
of recreation? es __No __NA

4. Does the area have supplemental values? _‘/?es ___No ___NA
Check one:

\/The area, or a portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is identified as lands
with wilderness characteristics.

The area does not have wilderness characteristics.

Prepared by (team members):

L. Adnge.. . 6P 2 R =2
C - fn %% fin PEC 7Aoo BT
g-;@' q ol 4%%/—*&4@
-l K%\__Jh o dsll M, Fpot (m@I

(Name, Title, Date)

Reviewed by (District or Field Manager):

" This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It does not
represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under cither
43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Name: _-/J?M [t; UJMA Title: AL‘A‘N'{ iz(‘\:rlfc{ "%/L :
Date: J;/S;Aj J

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

CITIZEN NAME: Monte Cristo Range #2 (North)
BLM UNIT NAME: Pilot Peak BLM UNIT NUMBER: NV-050-0306

Narrative documentation of how the Citizen-Submitted information substantially differs from the
information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness characteristics (as per BLM Manual 6310;
.06; B; 1; b; ii.)

CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORIED:

1. Size: The BLM 1980 Wilderness fnventory documented a total of 59,274 acres. The FNW Inventory
describes this area as 55,324 acres. The configurations of both the BLM and the FNW units fairly
closely coincide.

2. Naturalness: The BLM 1980 Wilderness inventory found that, “/t]here are mining and mineral
assessment impacts in the southwestern and southeastern corners. Because of their locations, these
intrusions are visible for a great distance. There is another intrusion road in the northeast. There is an
unnatural portion of 25,374 acres. The remainder of the unit, 33,900 acres, appears natural.”

The intervening nearly four decades since this inventory have allowed the natural process to
substantially reclaim these intrusions. The 2012 FNW inventory found that these human impacts were
now substantially unnoticeable and that all 55,324 acres of the unit appeared natural. Specifically, the
“impacts” described in the southwestern and northeastern sections have been unused for nearly 40
years and have substantially eroded and revegetated. Many of the “mineral assessment impacts”
(mining exploration activities described above) are nearly impossible to find on the ground. The
current mining activity on the southeast side of Unit 0306 has been removed from the FNW Inventory.
Guidelines for evaluating LWC have also changed. Under the BLM Manual 6310 policies, any unnatural
impacts “just outside the unit boundaries,” can no longer be “considered in assessing naturalness of an
area.”

3. Outstanding Opportunities for:

A. Solitude: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory stated that, “Topographic screening provides the only
available secluded spots, but these are not numerous enough to provide outstanding opportunity for
solitude.”

BLM guidelines for evaluating LWC have changed since 1980. Under the BLM Manual 6310 policies,
“[o]utstanding opportunities for solitude can be found in areas lacking vegetation or topographic
screening.” The 2012 FNW inventory found outstanding opportunities for solitude in many places
throughout this extensive unit. The massive scale of the alluvial fan systems and the volcanic hills
unfolding over 55,324 acres of Unit 0306 creates outstanding opportunities for solitude without the
need for screening. Also, under contemporary BLM Manual 6310 guidelines, an LWC unit not need
“have outstanding opportunities on every acre” to meet the criteria for outstanding opportunities. (See
the FNW inventory Form 2 submitted for this unit for more details about outstanding opportunities for
solitude.)

Mc2-1
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Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

B. Primitive and Unconfined Type of Recreation: The BLM 1980 inventory listed several high quality
opportunities for recreation then stated: “The lack of vegetative diversity and lack of challenge to the
recreationist makes the opportunity for primitive recreation less than outstanding.”

BLM guidelines for evaluating LWC have changed in the last 40 years. Under the BLM Manual 6310
guidelines, outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation are not impingent upon
vegetative diversity and the “presence of ‘challenge’ and ‘risk’ are appropriate considerations, but not
essential for an outstanding primitive recreation opportunity to exist in an area.” The 2012 FNW
inventory found, however, Unit 0306 does indeed offer outstanding opportunities for challenge in
simply hiking across such an expansive landscape completely devoid of shade or water. The 2012 FNW
inventory found that Unit 0306 offers both outstanding opportunities in several primitive and
unconfined types of recreation and a diversity of recreational opportunities (see the FNW inventory
Form 2 submitted for this unit for more details.)

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS: The 1980 BLM {nventory stated: “BLM received seven specific
comments on this unit. Most mentioned roads, intrusions, and lack of outstanding opportunities. One
discussed naturalness and six noted other resource values. Also received were 2,288 general
comments stating the unit meets the wilderness criteria.”

RATIONALE FOR DECISION: The 1980 BLM Inventory stated: “Even though comments were received
both supporting and opposing WSA designation, the evidence available to the Bureau indicates the
area does not possess the necessary criteria for WSA designation.”

Although this may have been an accurate assessment at the time, the 2012 FNW Inventory
demonstrates that the wilderness characteristics of this area have substantially changed over the
intervening four decades. The wilderness characteristics generated from the FNW 2012 Inventory for
Unit 0306 substantially differ from the information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness
characteristics. Under current BLM Manual 6310 guidelines, FNW recommends that this unit, Monte
Cristo #2 (north) should be re-considered for LWC status.

Mc2-2
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WlLu’ERN ESS CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORY
INVENTORY AREA EVALUATION (FORM 2)

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics
Arca Unique Identifier: Monte Cristo Unit 2 (North) Acreage: 55,324

(If the inventory arca consists of subunits, list the acrcage of cach and evaluate cach separately).
In completing steps (1)-(5), usc additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the arca of sullicient size? (1f the arca meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes” and
describe the exception in the space provided below).
YES

IT*“No™ is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the remaining questions
below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wilderness inventory roads, property lines, cte
The Monte Cristo arca is bounded by improved county roads on all 4 sides (sce maps).

(2) Does the area appear to be natural?
YES

Note: If “No™ is checked the arca does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the remaining
questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human
uses/activities:

Currently the human use in the Monte Cristo area consists of recreational use including hiking,
camping, weekend exploration, and hunting. Historically the human use of the area consisted mostly of
mineral exploration. Most of the routes evaluated for this area serve currently or historically the
purpose of accessing these mines, but many of these routes and mines have fallen into disuse and
disrepair.

Ecologically speaking, the area of desert within the boundaries of this unit of the Monte Cristo
Range is pristine. The higher country is comprised of scattered juniper trees and a community of shrubs
typical of other Great Basin ranges where junipers are found (i.e., Great Basin big sage, Baily’s
greasewood, Two-wing saltbrush, or shadscale, etcetera). The low lands and alluvial fans around the
proposed wilderness is comprised of native bunch grasses, shadscale, Bally’s saltbrush, sage in a few
areas such as in a number of drainages and canyons. The alluvial fans are fascinating desert
communities and as good of untrammeled examples of a healthy Great Basin desert ecosystem as one
might find. These areas abound with life such as multiple reptile species, small mammals, numerous bird
species, and a rich diversity of insects and arachnids. In the higher areas within this unit one can expect
to observe bighorn sheep as they are quite ubiquitous.

Evidence of volcanism and change made only through a depth of unfathomable time is the universal
landscape. Conjuring within the imagination images of the aesthetically richest Southwestern high desert
landscape, one can easily loose themselves in the canyons and cliffs in this unit. The power of this place
to transform a person from the surrounding landscape outside the proposed wilderness boundary dotted
with mine exploration drilling pads, road scars, mine claim posts, the highway, its litter, and the
ritualistic ambition of people to pave their paths with beer bottles, poached road signs, and abandoned
cars is profound and enchanting. Perceivable threats to this area seem mostly to be due to off-road
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vehicular use and the mine exproration in the arca. Where once molten rock and ash violently spewed
across the landscape from belching fumaroles, vents, and cinder cones, now wildflowers blow in a warm
desert breeze where they grow through pink and white tuff, grey, green, and brown andesite, and
scattered sedimentary rock 24 to 11 million years old.

The geology of this region is nothing less than breathtaking. One can step out of a car and into a
geologic showroom composed largely of volcanic debris. Quaternary (less than 1.8 million ycars old)
alluvial fans (unconsolidated sediments croded from older rocks) fills sandy wash beds and arroyos and
undecrlics the gentle fan-shaped slopes leading from the bedrock areas to the highway far below. Some
older sedimentary rocks (chert, argillite, shale, siltstone, sandstone, and limestone), which were deposited
during the Cambrian to Devonian Periods (between about 500 and 350 million years ago) occur within
this locality occasionally as rock fragments in the tuffs.

1 have spent a lifetime outdoors and find many places around the Great Basin to be unique and
remarkable, but the arca here described is special. 1 challenge anyone to enter the Monte Cristo Range
and not be moved. The rich biodiversity, geology, esthetics, and overall general feel of the place is sure to
scep into you as it has me.

(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded duc to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of suflicient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?
YES

Description (describe the arca’s outstanding opportunitics for solitude):

I deem this region to be onc of the Great Basin’s few remaining strongholds for native richness in
desert quality of and desert solitude. The silence here is powerful and enchanting. Few are the distant
static high jet engine roars, hums of vchicles, and seldom does a person encounter others. When one
enters the boundarics of this proposed wilderness area a sort of drawbridge may be imagined closing in
behind guarded by the sentinels of time and space. A person can walk or ride a horse for days within this
arca and conccivably aveoid anthropomorphic signs save but a broken desert side-notched Northern
Paiute projectilc point once hafted on a rosewood arrow fletched with sage grouse feathers no doubt
looscd from a juniper bow some onc and a half thousand years ago from a concealed hunter behind a
stand of Great Basin ryc grass at a grazing pronghorn antelope. The Great Basin frontier known to John
C. Freemont is a thing of the past in all but one or two rare corners of Nevada — this is one such place.
The Great Basin frontier is here alive and thriving, teeming with wildlife and adorned with quite possibly
the most spectacular geologic landforms the Great Basin has to offer. If the Great Basin can be imagined
as a concert of grassland and high desert sagebrush plains and spectacular snow-capped mountains
standing against the sun and wind, and symphonies of serenading coyotes in silver moonlight, the Monte
Cristo Range is it’s grand finale. The ghostly canyon corridors and whispers in the wind that flows like
rivers down them, the windswept juniper trunks with their dead claws reaching to the sky, the golden
eagles hanging a mile above the hot desert floor, and the shade-seeking jackrabbits, within whose eyes
lives the wild essence of the desert — the beating heart of the west is in these rolling Monte Cristo hills,
and when after you are at last captured by this supernatural hold the place has on people, you are
awaken back to earth by the rolling of distant thunder or the whistling song of a canyon wren.

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation?
YES

Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics: check “NA” for
question 5.

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):
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Road ways around the Monte Cristo Range arc well maintained by the county allowing a person
access. A person might hunt bighorn sheep, antelope, or chukar, hike, backpack, drift horseback, and
capture photographs of probably the most impressive landscapes the desert has to offer, the quality of
which is limited by only a person’s ability and imagination. This is a place in which to go on a walkabout,
to visit as some do a church on Sunday, to worship the essence of the desert, and to fade into a wrinkle of
time and losce yourself in that which the Great Basin has reserved for those who feel a sense of place and
wish to be in touch with the land. This is a sacred place that offers one unconfined recreation and
limitless opportunitics to wander and feel the beating heart of the wild untrammeled west as experienced
by Native Americans who called this region home and the first white explorers who found in this arca a
true friend of all those who wish to walk the hills or sit 2 horse meandering the arroyos and ridges and
dream. Wildlifc here goes on with life as it has evolved with no help from man and his poor power to
improve or detract.
Any student of geology, ecology, prehistory, or history will be sure to find the Monte Cristo Range
a buffet of opportunity fit to feed anyone’s curiosity and ficld of study. The hunter will find in these hills
opportunity limited by their ambition and love of the chase and respect for that which they seek. The
photographer may find no need to travel beyond the boundaries of this proposed wilderness in order to
capture that rarc and onc-of-a-kind picture, framed by desert and cobalt sky. The geologist may find
their path here leads to a record in time 400 million years old in the spires and outcroppings of stonc that
cagles perch upon that offers a sight you will not likely find clsewhere. And as for everyone clse, this is a
place to disappear into, a landscape championed by all that is wild and free, an cxplorer’s paradisc, and a
home in which one may close the door behind and step into time and an expanse of pristine Great Basin
desert unlike all others.

(5) Does the arca have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, educational,
scenic or historical value)?
YES

Description:

As 1 endeavor to become a biology teacher, I found in the Monte Cristo Range a legacy through
wilderness designation I might one day leave behind to all those who I touch with my profound love of the
Great Basin. A place for students of all ages to wander in search of what they study. This is a place in
which subjects such as geology, geomorphology, seismology, ecology, zoology, archaeology, and history
can be easily fulfilled. Whirlwinds on dry lakebeds adjacent to the Monte Cristo Range may conjure the
dreamer’s most deep and spiritualistic apparitions and the wanderer’s deepest ambition to travel the
Great Basin as one would have taken for granted a hundred and fifty years ago. This is an area once
called home to Native Americans and is worthy of all the acclaim given to areas of perceived greater
importance upon which Native peoples left signs of their presence. This area has been greatly
underestimated in the past by people who spent little or no time here. I challenge anyone to enter this
area and find their outdoor ambitions not fulfilled and their soul not moved.
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FORM 1 Bty 0L Tase M:

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous
Inventory on Record

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or
part of this arca?

No (Go to Form 2)Yes \/ (If yes, and if more than one area is within
the area, list the unique identifiers for those areas.):

a) Inventory Source: [980 VU Zafnsize by fder aess Znsen ’4”7

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): &V~ #50-03 '%l‘(ao A ////d

¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s): 7%1,34 L < /ﬂq, a00

d) BLM District(s)/Ficld Office(s): S 72/ e Hpwetorts 125t rit ;»/7&71‘ 4 Cetel OFF e

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one
BLM inventory area is associated with the area, list each area and answer each question
individually for each inventory area): ,

Inventory Source: /982 v Zafensive W//Aéfa ¢Sy T aAvieste

i

Area Sufficient | Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Unique Size? @/No Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Identifier @/No Yes/No Unconfined | Yes/No
(acres) Recreation?
Yes/No
050-9212 | Y/ 392 | /6, %50 acres| pO Ny Yos
BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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FORM 2 Meale Caidh Sovidl

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

Area Unique ldentiﬁerﬁ}i\/fo S©—-3{2 Acreage ‘-{’] , 32
(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately).

In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the area of sufficient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion,
check “Yes™ and describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes v No
Note: I£“No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the
remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wnlderness mventory roads, property lines,

CKLLA,/‘{’ Sl U5, /Awtq 75 ae f“k SMF/

(2) Does the area appear to be natural?

Yes L~ No N/A
Note: If “No™ is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the
remaining questions below.

Description (include land owpgership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major

human uses/activities):

cpo, A wawmt

R usdlr ae  Aduaneo (\K LYas

M H&Jgfz A mcwdf:?@
Wi ofund ot J%J
M@Mﬁw

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
solitude?

Yes / No N/A

|

Ve

e

v Addcbhanal MMw(:Ac@bu/“"Lﬂ"" “‘“’Q %‘mc/
mﬂ(w/ Gt “‘;’é/ e Mo ageck %”6‘
AN M.,L /(ﬂ/wfa,& ﬁl/[‘f 6;%6& .

# @M; M»L\/J& OJJW /d{:é\dm
J ot and
{W) oy ‘ NG A9p
7} L%Mmm{é&dvﬁow

| d}W Lot o DFS,

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Descnptl I zcrlbe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):
uAg @ ULM,L'( WS¢ QGM:LMA/ Q/V‘-IQA&' ELA\,

AN [ X m AN { 4‘.'114 A A4 ”, AN e L LA

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes '/ No N/A

Note: If “No™ is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics;
check “NA™ for question 5.

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportynities for primitive q’nd unconfined
<

recreation): _(otd :/’ (s L) NP ’.A!A Arie
21 l_’l .&

1 0 i 4
m_m, ¢ 'ytens add
' "

A“_J-A N U Y4 AM ‘ ’,Q :

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic or historical value)?

Yes V7 No NA_

Description: 4,00‘(0\4/»; / do JW\¢ %ﬁ-{ jua#ﬂc,

/_YL&MM?'

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Summary of Analysis’ an[,a C&J;J‘ﬁ SWF/‘)_

Area Unique Identifier: M -o50-312

Summary

Results of analysis:

(Note: explain the inventory findings for the entirety of the inventory unit. When wilderness
characteristics have been identified in an area that is smaller than the size of the total inventory
unit, explain why certain portions of the inventory unit are not included within the lands with
wilderness characteristics (e.g. the inventory found that certain parts lacked naturalness).

I. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? __‘_/Yes ___No

2. Does the area appear to be natural? \_/Y es __No __ NA

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type
of recreation? "Yes __No __NA

4. Does the area have supplemental values? “Yes __No ___N/A
Check one:

The area, or a portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is identified as lands
with wilderness characteristics.

The area does not have wilderness characteristics.

Prepared by (team members):

B lege. OR P VWa de LJ/LVM‘ =PS
¢ . WMM%—L pPrc T Avdosso 48T
- = orRP A Stallines  Hudao
sl /4MJ:ULL Avel. . faaf &BT

(Name, Title, Date)
3203

Reviewed by (District or Field Manager):

s

" This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It does not
represent a formal land use allocation or a tinal agency decision subject to administrative remedies under either
43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Name: /M\ COU]QFC/l Title: ﬂcﬁ\ ﬁ F;dJﬁLm/ge@) 7/:0
Date: 7/57/[3
BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

CITIZEN NAME: Monte Cristo Range #1 (South)
BLM UNIT NAME: Rock Hill BLM UNIT NUMBER: NV-050-0312

Narrative documentation of how the Citizen-Submitted information substantially differs from the
information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness characteristics (as per BLM Manual 6310;
.06; B; 1; b; ii.)

CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORIED:

1. Size: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory documented a total of 41,392 acres. The FNW Inventory
describes this area as 47,332 acres. The configurations of both the BLM and the FNW units fairly
closely coincide except for the southern boundary, which the 1980 BLM inventory describes as
“follow[ing] several mining access roads.” The “roads” the 1980 inventory mention have fallen into
disuse and disrepair, as the active mining in the area ceased nearly 30 years ago. The FNW Inventory
utilized the paved highway as south boundary of this unit to the point where it intersects with east
boundary road. The east boundary of the FNW unit differs slightly from the east boundary of the BLM
Unit 0312. These differences account for the disparate acreage.

2. Naturalness: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory found that, “[t]he western boundary powerline
has a great impact and mining and road intrusions impact the northeastern and southern portions. A
portion, 24,442 acres, was identified as unnatural. The remainder of the unit, 16,950 acres, appears
natural.”

By contemporary guidelines under the BLM Manual 6310 policies, any unnatural impacts “just outside
the unit boundaries,” can no longer be “considered in assessing naturalness of an area.” The highway
forming the west and south boundary and the powerline along the west boundary are outside of the
unit and do not produce the “pervasive and omnipresent” impacts that would disqualify naturalness
and wilderness characteristics within the Unit. The intervening nearly four decades since this inventory,
the mining activities in this region have been virtually nonexistent. Natural processes have substantially
reclaimed many of these impacts and remaining impacts appear as if nature is the predominate force
working upon these lands. The 2012 FNW inventory found that these human impacts were now
substantially unnoticeable, considering the scale and size of Unit 0312 and that all 47,332 acres of the
unit “appear to [be] affected primarily by the forces of nature.” Our inventory field crew recommended
including the old mining scars within the unit and allowing nature to reclaim these human impacts (see
the Route Analysis Forms provide with the FNW Inventory of this unit for more information).

3. Outstanding Opportunities for:

A. Solitude: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory stated that, “[tJopographic screening provides a
number of secluded spots, but these are few and the overall opportunity for solitude was not found to
be outstanding.”

The FNW Inventory found outstanding opportunities for solitude in the ash hills of the southern part of
the Unit 0312 as well as the hilly-highlands in the central portion of the unit. BLM guidelines for
evaluating LWC have changed since 1980. Under the BLM Manual 6310 policies, “[o]Jutstanding
opportunities for solitude can be found in areas lacking vegetation or topographic screening.” The

Mc1-1
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Friends of Nevdda Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

2012 FNW inventory found outstanding opportunities for solitude upon the massive alluvial fan
systems on the west and south sides of Unit 0312. Also, under contemporary BLM Manual 6310
guidelines, an LWC unit not need “have outstanding opportunities on every acre” to meet the criteria
for outstanding opportunities. (See the FNW inventory Form 2 submitted for this unit for more details
on outstanding opportunities for solitude within this unit.)

B. Primitive and Unconfined Type of Recreation: The BLM 1980 inventory listed several high quality
opportunities for recreation then stated that the “quality was limited to less than outstanding by the
lack of vegetative diversity, lack of objectives or points of interest, and lack of recreational challenge.”

BLM guidelines for evaluating LWC have changed in the last 40 years. Under the BLM Manual 6310
policies, outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation are not impingent upon
vegetative diversity and the “presence of ‘challenge’ and ‘risk’ are appropriate considerations, but not
essential for an outstanding primitive recreation opportunity to exist in an area.” The 2012 FNW
inventory describes one of the most outstanding opportunities for recreation in the southern ash hills
of the Unit 0312. This recreational opportunity has been reiterated in recent years by the statewide
interest in creating a state park in this region to protect this natural resource. The 2012 FNW inventory
found that Unit 0312 offers both outstanding opportunities in several primitive and unconfined types
of recreation and a diversity of recreational opportunities (see the FNW inventory Form 2 submitted
for this unit for more details.)

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS: The 1980 BLM Inventory stated: “BLM received seven specific
comments on this unit. All seven mentioned roads, intrusions, lack of outstanding opportunities, or
other resource values.”

RATIONALE FOR DECISION: The 1980 BLM Inventory stated: “The evidence available to the Bureau,
supported by public comments, indicates the area does not possess the necessary criteria for WSA
designation.”

Although this may have been an accurate assessment at the time, the 2012 FNW Inventory
demonstrates that the wilderness characteristics of this area have substantially changed over the
intervening four decades. The wilderness characteristics generated from the FNW 2012 Inventory for
Unit 0312 substantially differ from the information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness
characteristics. It is also apparent from the regional interest that public opinion about the recreational
potential of this Unit has changed as well. Under current BLM Manual 6310 guidelines, FNW
recommends that this unit, Monte Cristo #1 (south), should be re-considered for LWC status.

Mc1-2
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WILvn&NESS CHARACTERISTICS INVERTORY
INVENTORY AREA EVALUATION (FORM 2)

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics
Arca Unique ldentificr: Monte Cristo Unit 1 Acreage:

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately).
In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the arca of sulTicient size? (11 the areca meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes™ and
describe the exception in the space provided below), YES

Yes No Note: 1 “No™ is checked the arca does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the
remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wilderness inventory roads, property lines, ete
The Monte Cristo area is bounded by improved county roads on all 4 sides (see maps).

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? YES

Note: If “No™ is checked the arca does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA”™ for the remaining
questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human
uses/activities: Currently the human use in the Monte Cristo area consists of recreational use including
hiking, camping, photography, rock-hounding, backpacking, amateur astronomy, and hunting. Historically
the human use of the area included mineral exploration. Most of the routes evaluated for this area
originated from mining exploration activity, but many of these routes have fallen into disuse and are in the
process of being reclaimed by nature. Over all, the Monte Cristo Unit 1 area seems to be a landscape
dominated by the forces of nature wherein human activity appears to be ephemeral and negligible to the
much more persuasive and determined directives of weather, water, wind, and geology. The Scenic Nevada
organization describes the southern section of this area as "a geological display-case and a real Nevada
treasure.”" They also state: “Flora and fauna are minimal, but desert bighorn sheep are seen hereon a
regular basis. A wet spring brings an abundance of wild flowers among the cholla cactus and other desert
plants. Although relatively unspoiled, the soil in the area is fragile and can be disturbed easily. Many
tourists enjoy this region for its beauty, geology, hiking and photographic appeal.”

The remainder of the Monte Cristo Unit 1 area is equally spectacular with a diversity of natural ecosystems
punctuated by surprising and wondrous geological features. The core of this area is comprised of rhyolitic
volcanic materials that erupted through the region 12 to 17 million years ago. These violently erupted
volcanic materials produced the colorful tuffs, pyroclastic materials, and ash falls composed of ash, crystals,
molten rock fragments, and pumice. These materials provide the medium from which the varied and
eccentric formations of the area were sculpted. From 15 through 6 million years ago, gray, green, and
brown andesite intrusions and eruptions created the highest and most resistant rock of this range. Many of
these rocks show columnar forms called “post pile” formations. The final, fiery component added to this
area 5 million years consisted of far-spreading basalt flows forming cap stones currently found mountains
and ridges in the northern portion of the area. Scattered through the Monte Cristo Unit 1 area, sandstones,
shales, and dolomites from more than 250 million years ago can still be found in isolated outcrops
completely out of context in this area of tumbled geologic time. Each of these diverse rock types engender



unique habitats and ecosystemg‘. )

Meager alkali-tolerant saltbrush communities form the lowest component of the ecosystems in the Monte
Cristo Unit 1. To the casual observer in mid-summer, this plant community at the base of the alluvial fans
looks more dead than alive. With spring rains or summer thunderstorms, however, this habitat comes alive
with perennial plants and wildflowers. Lizards, horned-toads, kangaroo rats, and arachnids haunt these
low elevations. Climbing up the alluvial fans, upland sagebrush desert vegetation provides habitat for a
greater diversity of wildlife including rodents, jackrabbits, coyotes and bobcat (see attached species list).
Pronghorn antelope and wild horses are frequent visitors to these upper alluvial fan areas as well. In the
highest part of this area, sagebrush grasslands support a healthy population of Desert Bighorn sheep.
Scattered stands of juniper trees cling in the upper elevations to the relative coolness of north facing slopes.

(3) Does the arca (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of sullicient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?
YES

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):

The complex habitats, geology, and geomorphology of the Monte Cristo area, provide many outstanding
opportunities for solitude. The vast alluvial fan systems issuing from the south and west sides of this area
provide the visitor with their first opportunity for solitude. In this modern, technologically-burdened world,
no place is free from the intrusion of distant mechanized transportation. Whether it is the rumble of
commercial jets high overhead, of the sight of distant lights on a nearly empty highway, no place is free of
such intrusions. It is the open nature of the immense alluvial fan system of the Monte Cristo itself, however,
that creates such a total sense of solitude. Although you can see, it slowly dawns on you that you cannot be
seen from either the distant highway or the airways far overhead. As you look to the minutia of earth and
plants and habitats and stones passing beneath your feet; as you and become lost in the innumerable
braiding, twinning’s, and unbraiding of dry water courses around you; you understand solitude based on
nothing but scale. You know as you tower over the countless worlds and lives beneath your feet that the
larger human world assuredly towers over you. For in this moment, in the eyes of that world you are as
alone and as indiscernible as the tiny pebbles beneath you feet. Moving further up theses fans your
solitude becomes complete as you physically vanish in “plain sight.”

Monte Cristo Unit 1 is an area so remote that there is not a single feature within that bears a formal name.
This lack of human-imposed credentials serves to deepen the experience of solitude and helps the visitor
embrace the idea that he or she could be the first human to venture into this empty and forgotten world.
The unique geomorphology of the landscape gives the visitor a feeling of being in another world. From
exploring mazes of colorful canyons of the south end to the rolling and undulating hills of the west side
there are many opportunities for solitude. The vast scale of land and wildness of this range alone becomes
undeniable. The rocks and formations appear to silently cry out to remain unmolested and be left alone to
contemplate this realm of solitude. As you enter further into the Monte Cristo area, all sense of civilization
diminishes into insignificance, swallowed by the emptiness of the desert. The undulating topography
presents unending opportunities for solitude. At every twist and turn you enter a new canyon or hilltop
presenting a fresh view of untouched terrain. With an epiphany, you comprehend that, you have slipped
into the heart of this range and you have effectively vanished into nature itself. You merge into this
landscape that, at first glance, seemed so “foreign.”

The highest peaks, reaching 7200 feet, offer opportunities for the diligent hiker to explore a landscape that
is far beyond the reach of more casual visitors. The persistent presence of the alkali flats of the Columbus



*  Salt Marsh to the west and thé‘ a.mJ and dry lake beds in the deep-end or 1..1)e Big Smokey Valley to the
south breed a never ending succession of towering dust-devils that congregate and morph into blanketing
dust storms at the first touch of approaching weather. These storms often bring shrouds of dust into the
Monte Cristo Range deepening the sense of mystery and solitude within this area.

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation?
YES

Note: ' *No™ is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for
question 5.

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):

The Monte Cristo area presents opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation that are limited only
by the imagination. The desert aspect of the area provides visitors with access to nearly every part of the
region, provided that they have sufficient skills to navigate the varied and often challenging terrain.
Excellent views of Lone Mountain and the Emigrant Peak area can be seen to the immediate south while
from the higher ridges, the majestic White Mountains and Boundary Peak loom on the western horizon.
Every corner of the area offers spectacular opportunities for photography, from intimate portraits of
wildlife, and enigmatic rock formations to sweeping landscapes encompassing not only the dramatic terrain
of the area but sweeping backgrounds of distant mountains and valleys beyond. Varied volcanic rocks,
sculpted only by the hands of wind and water, create a true wonderland of enigmatic and colorful hoodoos.
Canyon areas provide focal points for watching wildlife. Outstanding opportunities exist with this unit for
horseback riding, backpacking, hunting, birding, rockhounding, botanical identification, bouldering, and rock
climbing. Exploration of the Monte Cristo unit with a burro would provide the visitor with an outstanding
opportunity to make a “living-history” connection with the challenges the first pioneers face in this empty,
and relentless desert. This unit shows evidence of use by prehistoric peoples and provides outstanding
opportunities for amateur archaeologists to explore lifestyles that involved lithic industry. The never-
ending patterns of light and shadow, fashioned from the relentless desert sun and stark rock formations
create fascinating inspiration for artist and poets. Outstanding opportunities for sketching, painting, and
creative writing can be found within the inspirational colors and wild nature of the Monte Cristo area. The
combination of dark skies and open horizons in the southern part of the area provide outstanding
opportunities for stargazing and amateur astronomy.

For the amateur geologist, the rocks of the Monte Cristo area span more than 250 million years. Prehistoric
and historic use of the Monte Cristo area by humans have left compelling traces and clues to how these
people lived. Rockhounding combined with geological and historical sightseeing present additional
outstanding unconfined recreational opportunities within the Monte Cristo area.

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, educational,
scenic or historical value)?
YES

Description:
The Monte Cristo area provides an outstanding classroom for studying such diverse subjects as geology,
geomorphology, seismology, ecology, zoology, archaeology, and history. The dry lakebeds to the north and



south of the unit speak of a tlm(é mzen expansive pluvial lakes formed Ir}-mz Great Basin. Use by prehistoric
people and historic mining activities provide insight into Nevada’s history. The paucity of rainfall in the
Monte Cristo Range arlses because it lies astride the quavering dividing line between dry summers and
summer monsoons that meanders across Nevada in this region. The Monte Cristo area provides an
outstanding natural laboratory for observing and tracking changes in rainfall regime and climate. The
immense variety of rocks and minerals present an excellent venue for amateur and professional geologists
alike. Lava flows and tuffs deposited on the slopes of the volcano or in valleys nearby created volcanic
sandstones and other tuffaceous sedimentary rocks, which were deposited in nearly horizontal layers.
Today these same layers are tilted providing irrefutable evidence of forces that create mountains and define
the Great Basin. Numerous large and small faults can be seen in this area. The Monte Cristo Unit 1 area
provides an excellent case study for the processes that create and destroy mountains.
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Shne Calcon A lls

Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous
Inventory on Record

FORM 1

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or
part of this area?

No (Go to Form 2)Yes \/ (If yes, and if more than one area is within
the area, list the unique identifiers for those areas.):

a) Inventory Source: (980 ~v Lntersive Wildorness Zpven tor
b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): /- 060 -07 4 (3(‘0 we Q-,(M\k H“ ‘( 5>
¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s): /’/ 321[&(.50/' d Warm 3\9”\3-" I-log,80e

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s): Ba++le. #ountain Dstrict / Tomey 4 Bl ptrive

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one
BLM inventory area is associated with the area, list each area and answer each question

individually for each inventory area): Wl -
Inventory Source: /788 /VV 7 feagive W AAeracss anc—wﬁfy

Area Sufficient | Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Unique Size? Yes/No Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Identifier @/No Yes/No Unconfined | Yes/No
(acres) Recreation?
Yes/No

060-079 129000 | Yz Vo ik Yes

,4_ -
BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126

Date: 03/15/2012
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FORM 2

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

A
Area Unique ldentifier /‘4/—06%075 Acreage 24 g0 ﬁ"’o"\e/ (O""b"" H‘ >

(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage of each and evaluate each separately).

In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the area of sufTicient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion,
check “Yes” and describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes \/ No

Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the
remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wilderness inventory roads, property lines,

etc.): TAA Un., (ZL rs /0/4: /c/ e /44/ ﬂﬂ/‘/z éad
0F Stine Cebin Vellyy FSI37 Avides Hlo
L.,,H“}r) st Al Ho £ é/(a 2 (Aﬂ;c o Al st

(2) Does the area appear to be natural?

Yes _ No N/A
Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the
remaining questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major

human uses/activities): 7’/._4 un,'/ (:( /l\ Q ﬂ‘/ufa/ Sf:é
6ad 1S (overed  oh ”ﬂ/}u/an m,g(vj'umf'ﬂ_er_

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
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(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for

solitude? \/
Yes - No e S N/A

3 Mere m@mml‘t&m Gund Ll wles e avadaba.
Tw pasgeet Qe foended o Trwopde Feld

U’MM

o Mdbual F&J\o‘(v ¢ Tw i&vl—uﬁ 6’“‘”\*{6_ ™. +0

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
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Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):
The wnits epe. Hopoqrily &l /’fo’xfm . ﬁ,
2 yeeds does /Wl - /%(,\/, ﬁ/ oun 7%7‘-'-\—//«
Oppor tunties For Solitude. 4 g cwqwm
bl il WW‘GM ’haomf(cq /LLUM\AMGCW
Paksbert den ., Lo Auq/ta /v\;:((‘,tz-

(4) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient suze) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation? 7

Yes No \/ N/A

Note: If “No” is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics:
check “NA” for question 5.

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined
recreation): fAZ RO, J%C¢/ /Wﬂﬂq rep 4 //ée.s
pot allow Fov vutstond, s diad .-

P voni Fve 0\/ (/ﬂCﬂﬂﬁ;t.& yecrea %Mw; /Vo:/’

V 7] - - ‘ zg«s

QLMA?M:)(.

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic or historical value)?

Yes No NA__ |~

Description:

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Summary of Analysis’

Area Unique Identifier: AV'V-2060-074

Summary

Results of analysis:

(Note: explain the inventory findings for the entirety of the inventory unit. When wilderness
characteristics have been identified in an area that is smaller than the size of the total inventory
unit, explain why certain portions of the inventory unit are not included within the lands with
wilderness characteristics (e.g. the inventory found that certain parts lacked naturalness).

I. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? l Yes ___No

2. Does the area appear to be natural? _/ Yes ___No ___N/A

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type
of recreation? ___Yes ~ No ___N/A

4. Does the area have supplemental values? _ Yes _ " No _\4//\
Check one:

The area, or a portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is identified as lands
with wilderness characteristics.

\/The area does not have wilderness characteristics.

Prepared by (team members):

Etban /7/4»71 o pf Kh/z/T/Za(?
Toby, lidhinas Al
Buee Andicit  Cep
T ey ndiséo  HABT
(Name, Title, Date)

Reviewed by (Distrjct or Field Manager):
4;'/ _— . —

" This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It does not
represent a formal land use allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under either
43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Name:ﬁn ﬂywar&’ Title: <t Ee// ‘ gr) 7_/'/23
Date: 2/5;/[3

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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WILDERNESS CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORY

APPENDIX D - PHOTO LOG

Photographer(s): E # Aa—. 4 v é/u

Inventory Area Unique Identifier V- 060 -078

Date | Frame | Camera Description GPS/UTM | Town- | Range | Scc. | Photo
# Direction Location ship Po#:nt
3/2( 053 'Z:(’ race From e Sowth [
5[2( bS e/ zu%ﬁ” PRy S—) 2
Yot os2| 2’5:::&,;"” ATk yre 3
Ple a2 B2 |74 7o vd
Shsan| 2, | “hoiie T°=* 5

BLM MANUAL
Supersedes Rel. 6-126

Rel. No. 6-129
Date: 03/15/2012
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Photo point |-Face from the south




Photo point 2-Wild horses
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Photo point 3-Two-track road from Mclntyre Summit




Photo point 4-Wide view of rock spire




Photopoint 5-Close-up of rock spire
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Documentation of BLM Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Findings from Previous
Inventory on Record

FORM 1

1. Is there existing BLM wilderness characteristics inventory information on all or
part of this area?

No (Go to Form 2)Yes \/ (If yes, and if more than one area is within
the area, list the unique identifiers for those areas.):

a) Inventory Source: /930 44 Z:v?l(/»)'/l/& W///(/’?“-‘ [nvcn///7

b) Inventory Area Unique Identifier(s): VUV -050 -0 38‘(1\/0 [can.c H:WSJ

¢) Map Name(s)/Number(s): Bo.-lvn 2*\:7& eyl Pogs

d) BLM District(s)/Field Office(s):_[Sa +H e Aontsly Distr. .,L/ Torep b Lt #Fhee

2. BLM Inventory Findings on Record:

Existing inventory information regarding wilderness characteristics (if more than one
BLM inventory area is associated with the area, list each area and answer each question
individually for each inventory area): _

Inventory Source: /884 My Znttasive A/- flerncss Trven faf7

Area Sufficient | Naturalness? | Outstanding | Outstanding | Supplemental
Unique Size? 0 Solitude? Primitive & | Values?
Identificr |<Yes/No YesMo’ Unconfined | Yes/No
(acres) Recreation?
Yes/No
050-0%2H4 | 2c ¢fqey | 7,800 acres| e A D o
BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126

Date: 03/15/2012
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FORM 2

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics

\/ U( Coun b C q':‘ &S
Area Unique Identifier M 0sv - 032“/ Acreage 271 ‘-{‘-) “l
(If the inventory area consists of subunits, list the acreage ol each and evaluate each separately).

In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the area of sufTicient size? (If the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion,
check “Yes” and describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes v No
Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA” for the
remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the area--wilderness inventory roads, property lines,
etc.): ‘D)‘)LWIIM"! I 2 % WA Lé‘ Lo us H“'-f é [ %S (F’ac U-U.a,'{'
Ol Swﬁ—&w:ﬁ b od Mq et StaTle em..:t;,, 264 o d

Coft ol iwpﬁecu:x!» “bWAc{aAj o Stebe Loute ’7'73«

(2) Does the area appear to be natural?
Yes v No N/A
Note: If “No” is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the
remaining questions below.
Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major
vitiesy,_ UL 3 ) ' A
human uses/activities): ey i JL& wm 2z A I HF
)-‘éA./\,J O‘f GAal_6— LM)(—LéV U‘-L’\‘l véLML ALL—?(A{IQJM é&m
Oumel Sn.{a.ba_fuun ﬁwﬁ‘&w /le,(/,mq /\,uLg/c aangl \/A-/(Q’L?//
s Lé, deaa A /fpw(/x.— Mu‘{[k%\naru_ o (/‘QA 1 e
/T/Muj—é}* BL«MQM /\d’r/x(/S Al C{A/IA{A(AMZLM\/

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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(3) Does the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to
unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
solitude?

Yes No ‘/ N/A

* T&‘is wWosr C"j*(—bu,u (\/\o oq,ocl LW st Frevds
UZ U\M)u&, (I\I‘Fub\wgg \%e ('Vv\u:é"\«\dm qvluﬁ&&»(,(, R

=N p%oé/u)c- élﬂ/—s lb\-p"' N TG“MJFJ\, Feld O@CQ_,

s Mo mwéﬂuw(—\\&ml ‘AeJJ, 6\6\[0,5 G f‘\D\(‘DS
oy cuolilea ot TFO

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):

(Whle AT I opp "'zjcwan Ao Aol Hle s Swen o
Y-‘er, chuc, [ CMCM’ MDQL ¢/ MLQ, e v{jll«_,é, /‘(g/(a
/@M’/ /IM w w/ﬁﬁ, u@(}-/uu_ﬂu O &L(Lma,.r
)\AMJ/OO\JVV"/Q -/\/vCC‘Mé/ . qumﬁl\wr X‘t&’ Mud‘yﬁl f):fu‘o/uu
//qu o)aq,d/) ol @,ﬂ-u»»f(awf' MM‘AMJ arfas Yo i
i e &wuj ol e gl oppotonti'es

(4) Does the area (or the remamder of the area lt a portlon has been excluded due to {,..ZC

unnaturalness and the remainder is of sufficient size) have outstanding opportunities for
primitive and unconfined recreation?

Yes No il N/A
Note: If “No™ is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics;
check “NA” for question 5.

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined

recreation): )’Fv@ bt O-MJ(/LA/ “Fae m g_,u_q[f)[‘k/w[bv\_

Mﬂtt}.h\#:gl—m —14\ Ma:ﬁ‘cgu- &)—M_ Qeo%(, MCJM

MoQ 4%& wilin Mhu&—&&/ M lwlwxq meq
MM cunl o((éux, Ctﬂﬂﬂ_ﬁmﬁc,o Ouw_ z/uu(' .@4

/.m,auaj

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of
scientific, educational, scenic or historical value)?

Yes No N/A 1/

Description: ___

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Summary of Analysis'
Area Unique Identifier: \/ﬁ-/afﬂvw (L “"‘ (NL/ 988 -~03 2/‘/)

Summary

Results of analysis:

(Note: explain the inventory findings for the entirety of the inventory unit. When wilderness
characteristics have been identified in an area that is smaller than the size of the total inventory
unit, explain why certain portions of the inventory unit are not included within the lands with
wilderness characteristics (e.g. the inventory found that certain parts lacked naturalness).

I. Does the area meet any of the size requirements? _£{ Yes ___No

2. Does the area appear to be natural? V" Yes __No __NA

3. Does the area offer outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and unconfined type
of recreation? _ Yes _L-No > NA

4. Does the area have supplemental values? _ Yes ___No Z N/A
Check one:

The area, or a portion of the area, has wilderness characteristics and is identified as lands
with wilderness characteristics.

\/The area does not have wilderness characteristics.

P"Zgarruidcbey . :‘legr?;rei)%, crf idd o Viteod- 225
Chrss Workltugfor-eee  Mllew Soleross-de
Mo Acly —cep Michele Fast  s87

RN e Koene - —dhoeke . 3
et fndocsen - G4BT ‘/](/LOIS

(Name, Title, Date)

Reviewed by (District or Field Manager):

e

o2

" This form documents information that constitutes an inventory finding on wilderness characteristics. It does not
represent a formal land usc allocation or a final agency decision subject to administrative remedies under cither
43 CFR parts 4 or 1610.5-3.

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129

Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012



Appendix B, Page 5

Name: [ oy Caéufaucl Title: ){-c‘[u\auf{; ﬁ((}( ,V({?'_
Date: 1/5/13 I

BLM MANUAL Rel. No. 6-129
Supersedes Rel. 6-126 Date: 03/15/2012
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Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

CITIZEN NAME: Volcanic Hills
BLM UNIT NAME: Volcanic Hills BLM UNIT NUMBER: NV-050-0324

Narrative documentation of how the Citizen-Submitted information substantially differs from the
information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness characteristics (as per BLM Manual 6310;
.06; B; 1; b; ii.)

CHARACTERISTICS INVENTORIED:

1. Size: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory documented a total of 25,444 acres. The FNW Inventory
describes this area as 27,444 acres. The configurations of both the BLM and the FNW units fairly
closely coincide.

2. Naturalness: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory found that, “[t]here are several material sites,
mining sites, and intrusion ways and roads. A cement plant is adjacent to the northwest corner. These
intrusions impact 15,534 acres, leaving an area of 9,910 acres appearing natural.”

The materials sites and cement plant are excluded from Unit 0324. By contemporary guidelines under
the 6310 policies, any unnatural impacts “just outside the unit boundaries,” can no longer be
“considered in assessing naturalness of an area.” During the intervening nearly four decades since this
inventory, the mining activities in this region have been virtually nonexistent. Natural processes have
substantially reclaimed many of these impacts and remaining impacts appear as if nature is the
predominate force working upon these lands. The 2012 FNW inventory found that these human
impacts were now substantially unnoticeable, and the materials sites and cement plant did not affect
the naturalness of the area. Working from contemporary LWC guidelines, the FNW inventory found
that all 27,444 acres of the Unit 0324 “appear to [be] affected primarily by the forces of nature.” Our
inventory field crew recommended including the old mining scars within the Unit and allowing nature
to reclaim these human impacts (see the Route Analysis Forms provide with the FNW Inventory of this
unit for more information).

3. Outstanding Opportunities for:
A. Solitude: The BLM 1980 Wilderness Inventory stated that, “/tJopographic screening would provide
only a few secluded spots, and the opportunity for solitude is less than outstanding.”

The FNW Inventory found outstanding opportunities for solitude in the spectacular, deeply carved
rhyolitic formations on the southern and eastern portions of this area, in the stair-step basalt rims in
the northern portions, and on the broad, rounded summit of Unit 0324. BLM guidelines for evaluating
LWC have changed since 1980. Under the BLM Manual 6310, “[o]utstanding opportunities for solitude
can be found in areas lacking vegetation or topographic screening.” The 2012 FNW inventory found
outstanding opportunities for solitude upon the alluvial fan systems on the west, east, and south sides
of Unit 0324. Also, under contemporary BLM Manual 6310 guidelines, an LWC unit not need “have
outstanding opportunities on every acre” to meet the criteria for outstanding wilderness
characteristics opportunities. (See the FNW inventory Form 2 submitted for this unit for more details
on outstanding opportunities for solitude.)



Friends of Nevada Wilderness and the Nevada Wilderness Project (FNW)
Citizen-Submitted Wilderness Characteristics Inventory Information

B. Primitive and Unconfined Type of Recreation: The BLM 1980 inventory listed several high quality
opportunities for recreation then stated that they “are limited by the lack of vegetative diversity and
lack of objectives or attractions to seek out.”

BLM guidelines for evaluating LWC have changed in the last 40 years. Under the BLM Manual 6310,
outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation are not impingent upon vegetative
diversity or “attractions.” However, the 2012 FNW Inventory identified the summit of Unit 0324 is a
destination that attracts visitors from all over the country, as testified by the summit register. The
2012 FNW inventory found that Unit 0312 offers both outstanding opportunities in several primitive
and unconfined types of recreation and a diversity of recreational opportunities (see the FNW
inventory Form 2 submitted for this unit for more details).

4. Supplemental Values: The BLM 1980 inventory stated, “/nJo ecological, geological, or other features
of scientific, educational, scenic, or historical value were noted in the unit.”

The FNW 2012 Inventory reiterated the importance of Unit 0324 for wildlife habitat, especially for
populations of desert bighorn. FNW Inventory also found the schizophrenic nature of the geology of
the unit to have outstanding scientific value and that the cacophony of colors and textures that make
up this unit create spectacular unmatched scenic values. (See the FNW inventory Form 2 submitted for
this unit for more details).

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS: The 1980 BLM Inventory stated: “BLM received four specific
comments on this unit. Most noted roads, intrusions, and lack of outstanding opportunities. Three
listed other resource values.”

RATIONALE FOR DECISION: The 1980 BLM Inventory stated: “The evidence available to the Bureau,
supported by public comments, indicates the area does not possess the necessary criteria for WSA
designation.”

Although this may have been an accurate assessment at the time, the 2012 FNW Inventory
demonstrates that the wilderness characteristics of this area have substantially changed over the
intervening four decades. The wilderness characteristics generated from the FNW 2012 Inventory for
Unit 0324 substantially differ from the information in the BLM inventory of the area’s wilderness
characteristics. Public of this Unit has changed as well. Under current 6310 guidelines, FNW
recommends that this unit, Volcanic Hills, should be re-considered for LWC status.



WlLl‘)mlNESS CHARACTERISTICS INVE. TORY
INVENTORY AREA EVALUATION (FORM 2)

Current Conditions: Presence or Absence of Wilderness Characteristics
Arca Unique Identifier: Voleanic Hills Acreage:

(If the inventory arca consists of subunits, list the acreage of cach and evaluate cach separately).
In completing steps (1)-(5), use additional space as necessary.

(1) Is the area of sufTicient size? (11 the area meets one of the exceptions to the size criterion, check “Yes™ and
describe the exception in the space provided below),

Yes No Note: H*No™ is checked the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the
remaining questions below.

Description (describe the boundaries of the arca--wilderness inventory roads, property lines, etc

The boundaries of the Volcanic Hills are defined by US Highway 6 on the north, NV State Route 264 on
the west, and NV State Route 773 on the east, with minor alterations to exclude active gravel pits from
the area.

(2) Does the area appear to be natural? YES

Note: It “No™ is checked the arca does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for the remaining
questions below.

Description (include land ownership, location, topography, vegetation, and summary of major human
uses/activities:

Current human uses for Volcanic Hills include hiking, camping, sightseeing, and hunting. Historically
there is evidence of mining exploration in the eastern part of the area. None of these activities currently
adversely affect the natural integrity of the area or the apparent naturalness. To the casual visitor, the
arca appears to be dominated by the forces of nature.

The high, central peak forms the most striking feature of the Volcanic Hills area. Ice Age, black basalts
cover the northern half of the peak and unit with layered lava flows interspaced with long-winding rock
walls stepping all the way down to Highway 6 along the north boundary. The core of the mountain,
however, is formed from 17-20 million year old ryholitic tuffs. These tuffs are exposed with a fascinating
diversity of rock types, formations, and colors on the south side of the peak. Natural processes as old as
the earth continue to carve and sculpt these mountains into a spectacular complex of rugged canyons and
colorful ridges surrounded by vast alluvial fans. These two, very different rock types create two unique
natural systems. The basalt dominated northern part of the area supports an extensive sagebrush
community with a native grass component. In southern, rhyolitic tuff part of the area, the vegetation is
more sparse and comprised of shadscale brush community. Desert Bighorn sheep constitute the
dominant large animal population of the area. Sheep trails and bedding areas abound throughout the
area. Although the area lacks permanent surface water, two guzzlers help support the Desert Bighorn
sheep and other wildlife species including a variety of lizards, birds, rodents, rabbits, bobcats, and
coyotes (see species list). At higher elevations the bighorn sheep trails create an intricate highway system
for these regal creatures. Along the high, sparsely-vegetated ridges on the south side of the unit, cozy
bighorn sheep beds abound with views that both the sheep and humans enjoy. Atop these rocky slopes
and perched on volcanic boulders or gracefully soaring overhead and inheriting these big skies are
golden eagles. These raptors, among others, claim these Hills as home and provide an important accent to



this magnificent artwork of wild ,)wss. The rhyolite volcanic crags of L South side of the units provide
excellent habitat for nesting raptors including golden cagles.

(3) Docs the arca (or the remainder of the arca if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of suflicient size) have outstanding opportunities for solitude?
YES

Description (describe the area’s outstanding opportunities for solitude):

Although the Volcanic Hills area is bounded by three highways, the area within is wild and empty. The
long alluvial fans of the southwest and eastside provide an outstanding opportunity to vanish into pure
space. The undulations and crenulations of the lava fields of the northern half of the arca affords visitors
with outstanding opportunitics to lose themselves and find solitude within the basalt boulders. The
rugged, sculpted ryholitic tuff formations along the south side of the unit offer outstanding opportunitics
to explore and find solitude in narrow canyons and in the mazes of cnigmatic rock outcrops. A visitor to
this arca is engulfed in a sense of remoteness as he or she makes the journey from the surrounding
foothills and ascend up into the arca’s higher topography. Within the decp heart and center of the
Volcanic Hills sheer silence takes over, accompanicd only by the occasional drift of wind. A lucky sighting
of sheep may be the only other presence encountered by a visitor. The canyon walls and caves in the
southcast part of this unit provide a comforting portal from which to experience the quietness and
overwhelming vistas this remarkable landscape. The Volcanic Hills compose a letter of solitude within
the larger envelope of untouched region that cnclose it.

(4) Docs the area (or the remainder of the area if a portion has been excluded due to unnaturalness and the
remainder is of sufTicient size) have outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation?
YES

Note: If “No™ is checked for both 3 and 4 the area does not have wilderness characteristics; check “NA™ for
question 5.

Description (describe the arca’s outstanding opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation):

Flat, arid, and remote is unconfined recreation. In areas with these attributes, the direction you travel is
not confined by landscape or vegetation. The alluvial fans of the Volcanic Hills area provide outstanding
opportunities for this type of recreation. Only in these places do you have the choice to move in any
direction you choose and to walk to where the earth meets the sky. The Volcanic Hills areas offer
opportunities for primitive and unconfined recreation that are limited only the imagination. The
elevations vary from 5,000 ft at the base of the alluvial fans to 7,400 feet atop the highest peak. This area
provides visitors with access to nearly every part of the region, provided that they have sufficient skills to
navigate the varied and oftcn challenging terrain. Photographic opportunities abound, whether it is of
the elusive wildlife, the incredible panoramic views in any direction or of the rare and awe-inspiring
geological diversity. Every corner of the area offers spectacular opportunities for photographers, sketch
artists, and painters. The Volcanic Hills provides outstanding opportunities for wildlife watching and
hunters alike. The rugged, rhyolite formations on southern part of the peak provide outstanding
opportunities for rock climbing and cliff exploration. A summit register on the highest peak of the
Volcanic Hills provides documentation of the visitors who climb and “collect” desert peaks. The mostly
rolling and undulating rocky hills offer a welcoming and challenging terrain for hiking or backpacking.
The surrounding desert foothills provide suitable terrain and a scenic setting for casual horseback riding.
Skilled riders can find many challenging routes into the higher and more rugged terrain of the central
core of the unit. For visitors to the Volcanic Hills, the constantly changing vistas visible from this area
are unparalleled. Atop the 7,400 ft summit above, one is rewarded with the 360 degree visual ability to
gaze hundreds of miles away among the surrounding and mostly wild and remote desert, as well as
Boundary Peak, Nevada’s highest mountain. The play of light and shadow on the neighboring White



Mountains and in Fish Lake Va\m} creates an cver-changing knlcidos&lgzs of colors and patterns. On the
castern side of the arca, neighboring Emigrant Peak and Lone Mountain provide breath-taking vistas for
visitors willing to explore the rugged canyons, colorful formations and steep walls. Rock hounding for
agate, jasper, and petrified wood combined with geological sightsccing present additional outstanding
recrcational opportunities within the Volcanic Hills arca. The chert in the region was extensively used by
indigenous peoples. Visitors interested in archacology can find outstanding opportunities to marvel at
and document the artifacts these people left behind.

(5) Does the area have supplemental values (ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, educational,
scenic or historical value)?
YES

Description:

The Volcanic Hills area includes many complex geological features and provides many opportunitices for
studying volcanic and tectonic processes in Nevada. The Volcanic Hills provide important habitat for the
Silver Peak Range bighorn sheep during cool, wet periods. These sheep tend to use the southern and
castern portions of the Volcanic Hills area and drift back and forth from here to Gap Springs on a
regular basis. The chert associated with the rhyolite formations in the Volcanic Hills created a very
important source of lithic material for indigenous peoples. This area is an important resource for
archeological studics in the Great Basin.



