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Visual Resource Management EAX A779) 635.4034

The BLM Battle Mountain District Office (BMDO) is revising the Resource Management Plan (RMP) for the
BMDO planning area. The BMDO RMP will provide detailed information about the current state of resources
on public lands within the planning area, and set forth a plan of action for managing those resources for the
next twenty or so years under the BLM’s dual mandate of multiple use and sustained yield.

WHAT IS VISUAL RESOURCE
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MANAGEMENT?

The BLM’s visual resource manage-
ment (VRM) provides a method to
inventory and analyze scenic values
in order to assist the BLM in deter-
mining appropriate levels of land
management. The VRM system helps
to ensure that actions taking place
today will benefit the visual qualities

associated with BLM landscapes,

while protecting those visual re-

BLM VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY

sources for the future.

Management classes are assigned CLASS OBJECTIVES

based upon the visual resource in- .

Class I: Preserve existing character of landscape; level of
ventory, as well as consideration for o
] change to characteristic landscape should be very low and
other land uses. The inventory con- )
must not attract attention.
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sists of 1) a Scenic Quality Evalua-
tion, 2) a Sensitivity Level Analysis, Class ll: Retain existing character of landscape; level of

and 3) a Delineation of Distance change to characteristic landscape should be low.

Zones. BLM lands are assigned one

of four classes based on these three Class lll: Partially retain existing character of landscape;

components. level of change to characteristic landscape should be mod-

erate.

Class IV: Provide for management activities which re-
quire major modification of existing character of land-
scape. Level of change to characteristic landscape can
be high.




Management Approach

With increases in land use and tourism, scenic val- THE PLANNING PROCESS

ues and visual open space have received increased

attention from the public and federal land manage- Because of the Battle Mountain RMP revision, all land
ment agencies. Preservation of sensitive viewsheds within the planning area will be reevaluated and

will continue to compete with other land use alloca- assigned a Visual Resource Inventory Class. While visual
tions and impacts, including energy development, values are important, they will not be the only element
infrastructure needs, recreation, and various other considered when establishing management direction.
surface activities. Final VRM objectives and boundaries will result from

and reflect resource allocation decisions made in the
RMP.

All resource management decisions will be evaluated in
an effort to minimize conflicting management
objectives, including VRM. For example, when land use
is not discretionary, such as in areas with valid existing
rights, the use must be allowed, but its effect on visual

quality can be minimized through mitigating measures.

In accordance with the BLM Land Use Planning
Handbook (H-1601-1), VRM classes should correspond
to recreation management objectives and setting
prescriptions for recreation management zones within

Special Recreation Management Areas.
The BLM wants your input . ..

How should the BLM manage sensitive viewshed

corridors?

What are the current and potential conflicts with managing VRM values and how can they be

mitigated?
Mail comments to:
Email comments to: Battle Mountain RMP BMDO Planning Webpage:
BattleMountainRMP@blm.gov c/o Christopher Worthington www.blm.gov/nv/st/en/fo/
Bureau of Land Management battle_mountain_field/
Battle Mountain District Office blm_information/rmp.com
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