








 
 
 
 

 
 
George Dix          March 22, 2012 
JBR Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
595 Double Eagle Court, Suite 2000 
Reno, Nevada  89521 
 
 
Re: Austin Municipal Water System Project 
 
 
Dear Mr. Dix: 
 
I am responding to your request for information from the Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) on the 
known or potential occurrence of wildlife resources in the vicinity of the Austin Municipal Water System 
Project located in Lander County, Nevada. In order to fulfill your request an analysis was performed using 
the best available data from the NDOW’s wildlife sight records, commercial reptile collections, scientific 
collections, raptor nest sites and ranges, greater sage-grouse leks and habitat, and big game distributions 
databases. No warranty is made by the NDOW as to the accuracy, reliability, or completeness of the data 
for individual use or aggregate use with other data. These data should be considered sensitive and may 
contain information regarding the location of sensitive wildlife species or resources. All appropriate 
measures should be taken to ensure that the use of this data is strictly limited to serve the needs of the 
project described on your GIS Data Request Form. Abuse of this information has the potential to 
adversely affect the existing ecological status of Nevada’s wildlife resources and could be cause for the 
denial of future data requests. 
 
To adequately provide wildlife resource information in the vicinity of the proposed project the NDOW 
delineated an area of interest that included a three-mile buffer around the project area provided by you 
via email (March 7, 2012). Wildlife resource data was queried from the NDOW databases based on this 
area of interest. The results of this analysis are summarized below. 
 
Big Game – Occupied mule deer distribution exists in the Toiyabe Range in the eastern portions of the 
project area and three-mile buffer area. Pronghorn antelope distribution exists in Reese River Valley in 
the western portions of the project area and three-mile buffers area. Please refer to the attached maps for 
details regarding these big game species distributions relative to the proposed project area. There are no 
known bighorn sheep or elk distributions in the vicinity of the project area. 
 
Greater Sage-Grouse – Greater sage-grouse summer distribution exists throughout the entire project 
area and three-mile buffer area. Winter distribution exists in Reese River Valley in the western portion of 
the project area and three-mile buffer area, as well as the northeastern portion of the three-mile buffer 
area. Sage-grouse nesting habitat also exists in Reese River Valley in the western portion of the project 
area and the southwestern portion of the three-mile buffer area. Please refer to the attached maps for 
details regarding sage-grouse distributions relative to the proposed project area. 
 
There are no known greater sage-grouse core breeding habitat or lek sites in the vicinity of the project 
area. 
 
Raptors – Various species of raptors, which use diverse habitat types, are known to reside in the vicinity 
of the project area. American kestrel, barn owl, burrowing owl, Cooper’s hawk, ferruginous hawk, golden 
eagle, great horned owl, long-eared owl, merlin, northern goshawk, northern harrier, northern saw-whet 
owl, osprey, peregrine falcon, prairie falcon, red-tailed hawk, rough-legged hawk, sharp-shinned hawk, 
short-eared owl, Swainson’s hawk, turkey vulture, and western screech owl have distribution ranges that 
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If you have any questions regarding the results or methodology of this analysis please do not hesitate to 
contact our GIS office at (775) 688-1565. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Timothy Herrick 
Conservation Aide III 
Wildlife Diversity Division 
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19 March 2012 
 
George Dix 
JBR Environmental Consultants, Inc. 
595 Double Eagle Court, Suite 2000 
Reno, NV  89521 
 
RE: Data request received 07 March 2012 
 
Dear Mr. Dix: 
 
We are pleased to provide the information you requested on endangered, threatened, candidate, and/or At Risk plant and animal 
taxa recorded within or near the Lander County-Austin Pipeline Project in Lander County.  We searched our database and maps 
for the following, a five kilometer radius around:  
 

Township 18N    Range 43E    Sections 05-07 
Township 19N    Range 43E    Sections 23, 24, 26, 27 and 32-34 

Township 19N    Range 44E    Sections 19, 29 and 30 
 

The enclosed printout lists the taxa recorded within the given area.      Please be aware that habitat may also be available for, the 
Eastwood milkweed, Asclepias eastwoodiana, a Nevada Bureau of Land Management Sensitive Species.  The Nevada 
Department of Wildlife (NDOW) manages, protects, and restores Nevada’s wildlife resources and associated habitat. Please 
contact Chet Van Dellen, NDOW GIS Coordinator (775.688.1565) to obtain further information regarding wildlife resources 
within and near your area of interest. Removal or destruction of state protected flora species (NAC 527.010) requires a special 
permit from Nevada Division of Forestry (NRS 527.270).  
 
Please note that our data are dependent on the research and observations of many individuals and organizations, and in most 
cases are not the result of comprehensive or site-specific field surveys.  Natural Heritage reports should never be regarded as 
final statements on the taxa or areas being considered, nor should they be substituted for on-site surveys required for 
environmental assessments. 
 
Thank you for checking with our program.  Please contact us for additional information or further assistance. 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Eric S. Miskow 
Biologist /Data Manager 



At Risk Taxa Recorded Near the Lander County-Austin Pipeline Project Area 
Compiled by the Nevada Natural Heritage Program for JBR Environmental Consultants, Inc. 

19 March 2012 
 

Scientific name Common name Usfws Blm Usfs State Srank Grank UTM E UTM N Prec Last 

           
observed 

Invertebrates 
           Cercyonis oetus pallescens pallid wood nymph   N     S1 G5T1 485448.90 4368924.79 M 1971-PRE 

Polites sabuleti basinensis pallid skipper         S2 G5T2 485807.84 4369201.57 S 1981-08-22 
Polites sabuleti basinensis pallid skipper         S2 G5T2 483869.66 4367818.13 S 1984-08-26 
Speyeria nokomis apacheana Apache silverspot butterfly         S2 G3T2 486265.86 4371481.91 M 1997-09 
                        
Mammals                       
Brachylagus idahoensis pygmy rabbit   N S YES S3 G4 494243.43 4371194.43 M 1946-PRE 
Corynorhinus townsendii Townsend's big-eared bat   N;C S;I;L YES S2 G4 T19N  R44E   M 1942-01 
Myotis ciliolabrum western small-footed myotis   N;C     S3 G5 T19N  R44E   M 1941-12 

 
 
 
 
 
Bureau of Land Management (Blm) Species Classification: 

 
N Nevada Special Status Species - designated Sensitive by State Office 
C California Special Status Species (see definition S and N) 

 
United States Forest Service (Usfs) Species Classification: 

 
S Region 4 (Humboldt-Toiyabe NF) sensitive species  
I Region 5 (Inyo NF) sensitive species 
L Region 5 (Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit) sensitive species 

 
Nevada State Protected (State) Species Classification: 
 

Fauna: 
YES Species protected under NRS 501. 

 
Precision (Prec) of Mapped Occurrence: 

 
Precision, or radius of uncertainty around latitude/longitude coordinates: 
 
S Seconds: within a three-second radius 
M Minutes: within a one-minute radius, approximately 2 km or 1.5 miles 
G General: within about 8 km or 5 miles, or to map quadrangle or place name 

 
 
 
 
 

Nevada Natural Heritage Program Global (Grank) and State (Srank) Ranks for Threats and/or 
Vulnerability: 

 
G Global rank indicator, based on worldwide distribution at the species level 
T Global trinomial rank indicator, based on worldwide distribution at the infraspecific 

level 
S State rank indicator, based on distribution within Nevada at the lowest taxonomic 

level 
l Critically imperiled and especially vulnerable to extinction or extirpation due to 

extreme rarity, imminent threats, or other factors 
2 Imperiled due to rarity or other demonstrable factors 
3 Vulnerable to decline because rare and local throughout its range, or with very 

restricted range 
4 Long-term concern, though now apparently secure; usually rare in parts of its 

range, especially at its periphery 
5 Demonstrably secure, widespread, and abundant 

A Accidental within Nevada 
B Breeding status within Nevada (excludes resident taxa) 
H Historical; could be rediscovered 
N Non-breeding status within Nevada (excludes resident taxa)  
Q Taxonomic status uncertain  
U Unrankable  
Z Enduring occurrences cannot be defined (usually given to migrant or 

accidental birds) 
? Assigned rank uncertain 
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