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EMS TRANSMISSION:  12/09/2010 

Instruction Memorandum No. OC-2011-013 

Expires:  September 30, 2012 

 

To: All Washington Office and Field Officials 

 

From: Director, National Operations Center  

 

Subject: National Operations Center (NOC) Production Accountability Team (PAT) 

Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 Case Nominations   DD:  01/03/2011 

 

Program Area:  Oil and Gas or Fluid Mineral Management 

 

 Purpose:  The NOC has a centralized team to conduct Oil and Gas Production 

Accountability Reviews (PAR) as directed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

Washington Office (WO) and the Royalty Policy Committee (RPC), and is available to 

accept cases for review in FY 2011.  

 

 Policy/Action:  As of November 1, 2010, the NOC PAT will be accepting cases (oil and 

gas leases or agreements) from each field office for PARs to be completed during FY 

2011.  At this time, each field office manager, through their state director, may submit to 

the NOC a prioritized list of no more than fifteen leases or agreements per field office 

that they wish to have a PAR completed during the FY.  Please do not nominate Private 

Acquired leases at this time as they are very unique in nature.  In the event the back log 

of FY 2010 cases are cleared along with the FY 2011 cases nominated, further cases will 

be requested from field offices over and above the fifteen initial cases.  

 

 To facilitate our review, the following should be considered for cases nominated in FY 

2011: 
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 Limit the number of cases nominated to no more than three per individual 

operator per field office.  

 

 Limit the time frame for review to three months for cases with over 100 wells and 

to no more than 12 months for cases with less than 100 wells.  If systemic issues 

are found, those cases will automatically be included for the next FY for a longer 

review timeframe.   

 

 Note if the nominated cases are planned to be inspected this FY, as well as the 

type of inspection planned.   

 

 If the lease or agreement in question has more than one operator, specify which 

operator(s) are to be reviewed.  In the event the current operator is not the same as 

the operator during the review period, specify both operator names.   

 

 The time frame for the review in question should be stated in terms of total 

number of months to be reviewed and the month/year time span specified.  If 

there are specific details about the lease or agreement, operator, compliance 

issues, or production accountability issues that the PAT needs to be aware of, 

include those as well.   

 

  Please specify a local field office contact (BLM staff) for each lease or agreement listed.  

A sample format is attached for your use (Attachment 1). 

 

 The NOC PAT will make every effort to obtain required data from either the Automated 

Fluid Mineral Support System (AFMSS) database, the operator of record, and/or the 

Office of Natural Resources Revenue (ONRR).  Requests for data from field office files 

will only be needed when data gaps occur.  Little to no impact to field office staff is 

anticipated if AFMSS data is current and complete.  The PAT will work with the 

respective field office to resolve data quality issues as they are identified. 

 

 All inspections and findings will be documented in the corresponding field office’s 

AFMSS database, and will apply to the total inspection workload and accomplishment as 

outlined in the annual Inspection and Enforcement Strategy.  The PAT will make every 

effort to complete all reviews by the end of the FY. 

 

 All correspondence to the Operator of Record and/or the ONRR will be courtesy copied 

to the respective field office manager as well as the state office inspection and 

enforcement coordinator.  At the conclusion of the PAR, a summary of the process and 

all original documents collected from the review will be sent to the respective field 

office.  Copies of some or all of the documents may be retained by the NOC PAT.  In the 

event of a request for state director review per 43 CFR 3160, the request will be 

forwarded to the state director in question for action.   

 

 Timeframe:  This IM is effective upon receipt.  The due date for submissions to the 

NOC is January 3, 2011. 
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 Budget Impact:  Little to no impact is anticipated at the field office level.  A minimal 

amount of effort will be required to identify cases for nomination in each office and for 

consolidation of that list by the state office. 

 

 Background:  During a 2007 review of Department of the Interior (DOI) oil and gas 

production and royalty management, the RPC made recommendations to strengthen the 

role and effectiveness of the DOI’s oversight on oil and gas production and royalty 

management.  As a result of those recommendations, the WO directed the NOC to 

establish a localized team to conduct oil and gas production accountability reviews for 

BLM field offices with oil and gas production.  Details are contained in WO Instruction 

Memorandum (IM) 2008-124, dated May 13, 2008. 

 

Manual/Handbook Sections Affected:  The 3160 Series Handbooks will be reviewed 

by the WO and updated accordingly as needed. 

 

Coordination:  This IM has been coordinated with WO-310, as well as state inspection 

and enforcement leads. 

 

Contact:  If you have any questions regarding this IM, please contact Paul Brown, Chief, 

Fluid Minerals Section, at 303-236-8586. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed By:      Authenticated By: 

Lynda B. Stelzer     William Mills  

Director, National Operations Center   Records Administrator 

 
1 Attachment  

1 – Sample Format for Nomination of Leases/Agreements for Review (1 p)    

 

Distribution: 

OC-110, William Mills 

WO-300, Minerals and Realty Management 

WO-310, Fluid Minerals 

OC-521, BLM Library 

 

 


