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Issue: The current oil and gas operating rules and regulations are silent as to when an
Application for Permit to Drill (APD) would expire. At various times in the past, the regulations
specified terms as short as 90 days. or as long as one year. While there is a common
understanding that an APD is valid for one year, there is no consistent guidance on granting
extensions to this period.

Background: Although not prescribed by the regulations for some years, the Bureau of
Land Management has been comfortable with the current one-year initial term and one-year
limit on extensions. This should continue in accordance with the policy statement below.

We find no consistent procedure for extensions beyond the one-year term for APD’s. The
authorized officer (AO) should document that conditions remain unchanged from when the
APD was first issued prior to granting an extension. In-house practices seem to be based either
on the comfort level of the office manager, or the workload capacity (staff availability) of the
Field Office. These vary from office to office; however, policy direction on this subject will
depend on direction at the Headquarters level.



Policy/Action: Approval of an Application for Permit to Drill (APD) is valid for one year from
the date of the approval, provided lease expiration does not occur during this period. At the
end of this period, the APD should be returned to the applicant without prejudice. Should the
applicant still desire to drill the well, the APD must be resubmitted. Extensions to the term of a
valid APD may be granted at the discretion of the AO. The APD may be extended for up to

one year, provided that the request is filed prior to the original expiration date and concurrence
is obtained from the appropriate surface managing agency. Requests for extension filed after
the expiration date of the APD will be denied. A decision to extend an APD is based upon the
original drilling plan and surface use plan of operations.

Contact Person: If you have any questions concerning these guidelines, please contact Gary
Stephens, Geologist, at (505) 438-7451.
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